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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Overflow Room 
The organ overflow room is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social   

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. Thank you! 

 

Evening Worship 

Tonight at 6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Join us! 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, March 8, at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall! All ladies welcome! 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, March 8, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday Night  

Wednesday Night dinner this week, March 9, is Sloppy Joes. Sign up in the hall. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, March 10, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Pastor on Vacation 

Tom and Amy Keller plan to be out of town the week of March 13. There is no 

lunch outing this month and no Senior Saints’ Bible Study on March 17. 
 

Sunday School Fellowship Pastries 

Pastries are guaranteed for the third Sunday in every month, during the Coffee Fel-

lowship. Sunday, March 20, will be the week this month.  
 

Harry Fletcher to Speak 

Harry Fletcher, from Good News Jail & Prison Ministry, International, will be here 

to speak at our evening service on Sunday, March 20. 
 

Food Pantry 

Our food pantry for the needy needs replenishing. One-box meals are great, as are 

vegetables; however, we have a sufficiency of green beans! No out of date cans or 

boxes are allowed, so please be mindful if you are gleaning from your own pantry. 

There is a list of preferred items on the bulletin board you can take as a reference. 

March 6 ,  2022  

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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March 6, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 86:9-12 
Pew Bible p. 494 

 

Hymn #37, bulletin p. 5 
“How Great Thou Art” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
 

Hymn #268, bulletin p. 6 
“How Firm a Foundation” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Psalm 31 

Howard Ernst 
Pew Bible pp. 461– 462 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 7-9 
“Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Our Future Life Determines our Present Life 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5, Pew Bible p. 966 

2 Corinthians #20 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Our Future Life Determines our Present Life  
2 Corinthians #20 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5  
 

We groan –  

 

 

 

 

1 Cor 15:51-52; 1 Thess 4:15-17  

 

 

“Intermediate State”  

Summarizing the possibilities  

a)  

 

b)  

 

c)  

 

 

 

 

Paul points to the truth that when his earthly tent is dismantled and he dies, God's 

plan is not for him to exist as some disembodied spirit  

 

 

 

 

Verse 4 - so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  

 

The believer’s future experience is called life 

 

 

Wuest:  zoe = life - speaks of life in the sense of one who is possessed of vitality and 

animation. It is used to designate the life which God gives to the believing sinner, a 

vital,… ethical dynamic which transforms his inner being and as a result, his behav-

ior.  

 

 

1 John 1:1-2 & 6-7  

 

 

 

 

2 Cor 1:21-22 & Eph 1:13 
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April: 
8 Women of Light Spring Banquet 

17 Easter Breakfast; Cantata in Morning Worship 
 

June: 
20-24 VBS: AIG’s Zoomerang: Returning to the Value of Life 

25 Teens leave for D3 
 

July: 
1 Teens return from D3 

Charles Swindoll: How then does the Holy Spirit compare to the arrabōn? 

 

First, God is the giver of the pledge (2Cor. 1:22). 

Second, it is a gift (2Co 1:22). We believing sinners do not receive the Holy Spirit 

by our efforts. 

Third, God gives the Spirit as a guarantee only to “us,” namely, believers (2Co 

1:22). The unsaved do not possess the Spirit (Ro. 8:9). 

Fourth, the Holy Spirit is Himself the guarantee, the pledge, the earnest, the depos-

it (2Co 1:22). 

Fifth, God has placed the guarantee of the Spirit in our hearts (2Co 1:22). This act 

is the fulfillment of the promises made by God in the New Covenant (Ezek 

36:26, 27). 

Sixth, the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives is the divine guarantee that we 

will have immortal, incorruptible bodies in eternity, totally free from the effects of 

sin (2Co 5:5). 

Seventh, the Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our spiritual inheritance (Ep 1:14). Alt-

hough the believer has already been blessed with bountiful spiritual gifts, he does 

not yet have the experience of the full enjoyment of all that Christ has graciously 

provided. The presence and witness of the Holy Spirit is God’s pledge to us that we 

will one day have all that belongs to us because we are in Christ. 

Eighth, the Holy Spirit will remain as the guarantee until the return of Christ and 

the rapture of the church, namely, the “redemption of the purchased posses-

sion” (Ep 1:14). The Greek word peripoiē seō s (“purchased possession”) is a noun 

based on the verb peripoieō  (“to purchase”). Paul used this term to describe Christ’s 

purchase of the church of God with His blood (Acts 20:28). 

Ninth, our understanding of the blessed truth that the Holy Spirit is God’s guaran-

tee to us should cause us to praise the glory of His grace (Ep 1:14). God is truth; 

therefore He would never lie about the secure position of our personal salvation. 

(from: Understanding Christian Theology) 
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Articles 
A Distinct Church 
By Ben Franks 

 

 Christianity did not emerge in a vacuum. It was established in the face of opposi-

tion on all sides. The religions of the Roman world stood in stark contrast to the 

doctrine and life of the early Christians. Indeed, Christianity represented a radical 

challenge to the established religious order.  

 
A Distinct Religion 

 Religion in the Roman world was pervasive. Every aspect of life, from the domes-

tic to the civic sphere, was infused with religious significance and attended by ritual 

practices. While religion was everywhere, it was hardly monolithic. Ancient Rome, 

much like modern Western culture today, was a pluralistic society. The roots of 

Roman religion were found in the culture of the Greeks, but within this Greco-

Roman milieu, countless cults flourished. While each cult had its own distinctives, 

E Ferguson gives some general characteristics which applied to virtually all pagan 

religions in the ancient world. Each of these characteristics stands as a point of con-

trast to the teachings of Christianity and the church.  

 For example, in pagan religions, “morality was not closely associated with reli-

gion.” While ethics was a subject of interest for ancient philosophers, it was not 

always connected to religious practice. Religion in the ancient world had far more 

to do with the right performance of rituals than it did with the right ordering of 

one’s conduct. Pagan religion did not share Christianity’s concern for holiness. This 

is not to say that ancient peoples had no scruples. It is important, however, to rec-

ognize that religion was not primarily concerned with how men lived. (This was a 

task that was taken up by the philosophers more than the priests.)  

 Christianity also stood out in the ancient world due to its insistence on the exclu-

sivity of Christ. While ancient society was deeply religious, it did not see any one 

religion as being better than another. While certain families, cities, or nations might 

favor one god over another, they remained decidedly polytheistic. This polytheism, 

ironically, arose from a growing monotheistic tendency in the ancient world. 

J.N.D. Kelly writes about the, “monotheistic interpretation of the conventional 

polytheism” in which, “more and more the many gods of the pagan pantheon tend-

ed to be understood either as  

personified attributes of one supreme God or as manifestations of the unique Power 

governing the universe.”  

 The differences between pagan and Christian religious life were not just found in 

the way that they thought about religion but also in the way they practiced religion. 

Greco-Roman religion was heavily ritualistic. Piety was expressed by performing 

appropriate ritual actions to honor the gods. These ritual actions permeated Greco-

Roman life. Ferguson describes some of these religious rituals: “The hearth was the 

center of the Greek domestic cult. The meal began and ended with a religious act: 

before a meal Greeks offered a few pieces of food on the hearth; after the meal they 
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poured out a libation of unmixed wine to the Agathos Daimon.” Every Roman home 

had a lararium next to its entrance. The lararium was a shrine for the “watchful, pro-

tective spirits of the family and household” that the Romans called the lares. These 

household shrines were another center for ritualistic piety, “At every meal a small 

portion of food was placed before the lararium. Three times each month an offering 

of flowers was made as well.” This emphasis on ritualistic actions carried over into 

public religion as well. In the Greco-Roman world, virtually anyone could perform 

priestly functions (provided he knew the correct way to approach the deity and carry 

out the ritual practices). Priests had both administrative and ritual duties, but priests 

did not offer spiritual instruction or counsel or provide any sort of teaching or exhor-

tation. Whereas early Christian leaders focused on the task of teaching and procla-

mation from the Scriptures, pagan religious leaders gave their attention to civic and 

cultural affairs. Pagan temples were not centers of community life, places of instruc-

tion, or forums for regular corporate worship. Instead, they provided a focal point 

for private religious sacrifices and offerings and for administrative and cultural af-

fairs. Early Christianity would have stood out as being a radically different type of 

religion in the Greco-Roman world. 

 
A Distinct Ethic 

 As was noted above, ethics in the ancient world was more generally seen as a fea-

ture of philosophy than it was of religion. Early Christianity, however, made ethical 

behavior a central part of its religious identity and practice. Early Christian writings 

constantly urge fellow-believers to behave in ways that are consistent with the Scrip-

tures and the commands of God. This set Christianity at odds with many common 

practices in the ancient world. Hurtado identifies numerous areas where Christian 

and pagan ethics parted ways, including the practice of infant exposure, the celebra-

tion of gladiatorial contests, and radically different views of proper sexual ethics. In 

each of these areas, and more, Christianity proved to be a society apart. As Hurtado 

puts it, “The behavioral expectations placed on early Christians were demanding 

and represented at a number of points sharp departures from what was tolerated and 

even approved in the larger Roman culture. […] Christian adherents of all social 

positions were called, and from the point of initiation onward, to live up to the be-

havioral demands of their faith. Early Christianity ‘took it to the streets,’ generating 

a novel social project in that time.”  

 
A Distinct Culture 

 The novel way in which Christianity thought about religion and practiced reli-

gious and ethical life led to the formation of a distinct culture. The ecclesiastical 

structure of the early Church stood out in the pagan world as did the social and eco-

nomic diversity of its membership. One striking example of the distinctiveness of 

early Christian culture can be found in the bookish nature of Christianity. Early 

Christianity was obsessively word-focused. The church structured its life and 

witness around the reading, hearing, proclamation, and propagation of the Scrip-

tures. Early Christians preached sermons, wrote books and commentaries, com-

posed hymns and letters, and founded extensive libraries. The literary character of 

early Christianity is made all the more remarkable by the fact that literacy rates were 

low (probably no more than 10-12% of Greco-Roman men could read – and the 
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numbers would have been far lower for Greco-Roman women), and the cost of 

books was relatively high (even a small book would cost as much, or more, than the 

daily wage for an ordinary laborer). This is just one example of the many ways in 

which Christianity stood out as a distinct culture in the ancient world.    

 
Conclusion 

 This brief survey of the remarkable growth and striking distinctiveness of early 

Christianity can provide valuable lessons for the contemporary church. Modern 

Christians find themselves in a similar position to Christians in the ancient world. 

Both inhabit a society in which Christian views of religion, ethics, and culture stand 

at odds with the prevailing views and accepted opinions of the day. Both provide a 

distinctive identity that is often despised and dismissed by the social and cultural 

elite.  

 Yet despite these challenges, the early Church expanded in incredible 

ways. Given how out of step Christianity was with the surrounding culture, modern 

readers should be encouraged to see how God nevertheless blessed the early church 

with steady and surprising growth. While some modern Christians may be tempted 

to reshape Christianity to better fit the culture around them, the example of the ear-

ly Church stands as a reminder that radical distinctiveness need not inhibit the 

spread of Christianity. ❖ 

 

Excerpt from The Book That Made Your World 
 

 William Tyndale (1492-1536) should not have been shocked, but he was. Bishop 

Tunstall had burned copies of his New Testament, the first attempt ever to print the 

Bible in English. The bishop did not act impulsively. On October 24, 1526, he 

preached his first sermon against Tyndale’s New Testament at the magnificent St. 

Paul’s Cathedral in London. He then proceeded with a public Bible bonfire. Then, 

in the summer of 1529, he bought up the entire available stock in Antwerp, across 

the English Channel, to burn Bibles in a bigger bonfire. Not long afterward, the 

bishop of Cambrai presided over Tyndale’s trial, which led to burning the Bible 

translator himself. 

 The ferocity of this opposition should not have surprised Tyndale because Bish-

ops Fisher and Wolsey had already been burning Martin Luther’s German New 

Testament imported into England. And similar burnings had been going on in con-

tinental Europe where Tyndale was hiding as a fugitive, refusing to repent of shar-

ing the opinions of the heretic Martin Luther. 

 His crime? He was strangled and burned as a heretic; he was also guilty of leaving 

England without permission and illegally translating the Bible into English. The 

“Constitutions of [Archbishop] Arundale” had outlawed translating the Bible into 

English in 1408 in response to the earlier work by John Wycliffe (1330-84) and his 

associates in Oxford. 

 Tyndale knew that English bishops had been burning all the available manu-

scripts and fragments of the Wycliffe Bible for more than a century. The bishops 

had also been burning people alive who possessed even fragments of its copies. To 

own a few pages of an English Bible was evidence that one was a Lollard—a follow-

er of John Wycliffe. That distinguished Oxford professor had been declared a 
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“heretic” posthumously at the Council of Constance in 1417. His bones were dug 

out of the cemetery and burned, and the ashes were thrown into the river Avon. 
 

Why would bishops burn Bibles, Bible translators, and Bible buyers? 

 The charge of “heresy” was a proverbial fig leaf. The Bible was burned because 

the Bible translators had begun a battle for the soul of Europe. They were trans-

forming Europe’s thousand-year-old civilization from medieval to modern. They 

were revolutionaries who sought to make the pope’s authority subject to the Word 

of God. 

 Every civilization is tied together by a final source of authority that gives meaning 

and ultimate intellectual, moral, and social justification to its culture. For Marxists 

it may be Das Capital or the  

Communist Party. For Muslims it could be the Qur’an or the caliphate. Rome cre-

ated the core of what we call today the West. From the fall of Rome to the Refor-

mation, the papacy had been the principal authority for Western Christians. To the 

present time, Western civilization has had at least five different sources of cultural 

authority: Rome, the pope, the Bible, human reason, and the current individualistic 

nihilism whose future will be determined by quasi-democratic culture wars.  

 What is the final source of authority that gives you meaning and ultimate intellec-

tual, moral, and social justification to your life? ❖ 

T hough the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive 

fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in 

the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 

 

 Even if outward circumstances appear fruitless, it does not therefore nullify the 

faithfulness of God. Even though there is pain in the suffering, there can still be joy 

in the waiting. Adverse circumstances should never define your understanding of 

God, but they will reveal whether or not you trust in Him. 

 God is always at work for the salvation of His people, even when you cannot 

fully comprehend all His ways (See Habakkuk 1:5; 3:13). Therefore, take joy in His 

promise to preserve you for eternal life, even when it appears that evil and suffering 

have the upper hand. God is in total control over all nations, rulers, military, fami-

lies, neighbors, churches, pastors, bosses, economic gain and loss, sickness and 

health, and even the smallest events in your life. No circumstance or person will 

ever have the upper hand on God, and that includes His grip on His children. He’s 

already proven that He is always FOR you through the death of His Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Therefore, He is ultimately FOR your JOY, not against it. 

 Be encouraged! 
Copied, source unknown 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Good News Jail & Prison Ministry International 

Russia - Tyumen 

As a 3260 Partner, we are honored to share with you highlights of God's work in 

Tyumen. Fueled by your prayers and gifts, our team of chaplains and volunteers 

are seeing God do an amazing work. We trust you will be encouraged. Thank you 

for your continued support of Good News Russian-Tyumen. 

 

Juvenile Centers 
  

Our team is ministering to young men 

in juvenile offender centers. We visit 

the Tyumen Education Colony 

(Russian term for prison) weekly 

spending one and half to three hours 

sharing the Word of God. It is our 

prayer this intervention will bring 

them to Christ and keep them out of 

jail as adults. 

 

 

 

Christmas 

 

We had a wonderful opportunity to 

bring Christmas to young men in the 

juvenile centers. Christmas services 

and gifts were given to 33 in one 

center and 17 in the central pro-

cessing center. On New Year's Eve, 

Christmas trees and New Year's pre-

sents were delivered at the pre-trial 

center creating a holiday for "local 

residents".  

 

Highlights 
 

• We had an opportunity to visit juvenile offenders in a facility that was once a 

maximum-security prison. We provided counseling as needed.  

• We were excited to meet with the Perm (a region near Tyumen) Prison Depart-

ment and received agreement to allow us to visit prisons there. 
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Nursery March 6 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Amy Keller, Myri Hymon 
 

Nursery March 13 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker 

Bible Reading Schedule  

March 2022 

   

  1   Numbers 14-15; Psalms 90 

  2   Numbers 16-17 

  3   Numbers 18-20 

  4   Numbers 21-22 

  5   Numbers 23-25 

  6   Numbers 26-27 

  7   Numbers 28-30 

  8   Numbers 31-32 

  9   Numbers 33-34 

  10 Numbers 35-36 

  11 Deuteronomy 1-2 

  12 Deuteronomy 3-4 

  13 Deuteronomy 5-7 

  14 Deuteronomy 8-10 

  15 Deuteronomy 11-13 

  16 Deuteronomy 14-16 

  17 Deuteronomy 17-20 

  18 Deuteronomy 21-23 

  19 Deuteronomy 24-27 

  20 Deuteronomy 28-29 

  21 Deuteronomy 30-31 

  22 Deuteronomy 32-34; Ps. 91 

  23 Joshua 1-4 

  24 Joshua 5-8 

  25 Joshua 9-11 

  26 Joshua 12-15 

  27 Joshua 16-18 

  28 Joshua 19-21 

  29 Joshua 22-24 

  30 Judges 1-2 

  31 Judges 3-5  

Ushers March 6 
Reggie Brown, Ron Fowler, 

Jack Moore 
 

Ushers March 13 
Danny Roberson, Kelly Stanford,  

Michael Walker 

• Armen, National Director, attended 

a conference for prison ministers in 

Moscow and held a training confer-

ence on chaplaincy for 28 ministers 

from eight regions of Russia, as 

well as two chaplains from Kyrgyz-

stan.  

W e can rest confident in the fact that 

nothing will happen to us in this 

world apart from the gracious will of a 

sovereign God. Nothing. 
David Platt  

J ust because one does not like what 

God does or doesn’t do is not evi-

dence he does not exist. 

C hristianity does not start with 

“Jesus saves you from your sins.”  

It starts with “In the beginning, God    

created the heavens and the earth.”  
F. Schaeffer 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/846687.David_Platt
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for February: Ron Fowler, Michael Kleinpeter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:30 p.m. 

Deacons’ Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Roast Beef 5:45 p.m. 

FABKids Club and Youth 6:45 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Organ Overflow: Tom Keller 
“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 

“How to Study the Bible” Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers and PreK Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

     Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 

3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


