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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Overflow Room 
The organ overflow room is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social   

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. Thank you! 

 

Evening Worship 

Tonight at 6:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. Join us! 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, February 22, at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall! All ladies welcome! 
 

Wednesday Night  

Wednesday Night dinner this week, February 23, is Spaghetti. Sign up in the hall. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, February 24, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Pastors on Vacation 

Bob and Cindy Dimmitt will be coming back to town on February 21. Tom and 

Amy Keller plan to be out of town the week of March 13. 
 

Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday, March 1. 
 

Deacons’ Retreat 

Friday and Saturday, March 4-5. Let one of them know if there is something you 

would like discussed! 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Make your plans to bring your kids and grandkids to our VBS, scheduled the week 

of June 20 through 24! 
 

D3 Camp for Teens 

D3 Campers will leave on Saturday, June 25, and return on Friday, July 1. 

February 20 ,  2022  

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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February 20, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 126:2-3 
Pew Bible p. 518 

 

Hymn #449, bulletin p. 5 
“To God Be the Glory” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Tom Keller 
Psalm 37:39-40 

Pew Bible, p. 467 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“He Will Hold Me Fast” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 29 
Lance Ficek 
Pew Bible p. 461 

 

Hymn #40, bulletin p. 7 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

Message 

Tom Keller 
The Pharisees Corrected 

Matthew 5:21-26, Pew Bible p. 810 

Sermon on the Mount #16 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

The Pharisees Corrected 
Sermon on the Mount #16 

Matthew 5:21-26 
 

I. Introduction: 

 

 

 

 

 

II. The Pharisees Got It Right! (Matthew 5:21) 

 

 

 

 

 

III. The Pharisees Did Not Go Deep Enough (Matthew 5:22) 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. The Pharisees Did Not Worship God (Matthew 5:23-24) 

 

 

 

 

 

V. The Pharisees Would Receive the Full Penalty for Their Error  

  (Matthew 5:25-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. The Application for Us 
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April: 
8 Women of Light Spring Banquet 

17 Easter Breakfast; Cantata in Morning Worship 

 

June: 
20-24 VBS: AIG’s Zoomerang: Returning to the Value of Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Teens leave for D3 

 

July: 
1 Teens return from D3 

N 
obody wins the war against sin 

and/or persecution in the 

blink of an eye or in a single 

circumstance. It’s something we’ll be 

engaged in constantly, for the rest of 

our lives. We’re going to have to die 

daily—we need to die daily because 

we’re not recovered addicts. We’re 

recovering addicts, and what we’re 

addicted to is ourselves—our selfish-

ness, our desires, and our safety.  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

G 
reat quote from a pastor in the 

Middle East: the problem with 

following Jesus is that you can’t 

actually do it passively and invisibly. It 

seeps through your words and your   

actions. True Christianity cannot be  

hidden or contained…Christianity is not 

just a set of beliefs; it is a lifestyle. Are 

you seeping? 

C hristianity does not start with 

“Jesus saves you from your sins.”  

It starts with “In the beginning, God    

created the heavens and the earth.”  
F. Schaeffer 
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Articles 
9 Things You Should Know About Christianity and 

Communist China  
By Joe Carter 

 
 Recently China celebrated the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Re-

public of China. “There is no force that can shake the foundation of this great na-
tion,” said China President Xi Jinping, as he stood at the gate of Tiananmen Square. 

“No force will be able to stop the steady march forward of the Chinese people and Chi-
nese nation.” 
 Here are nine things you should know about the communist state and its historic op-

position and suppression of the Christian faith: 

1. After achieving victory in the Chinese Civil War, Mao Zedong established the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China as a Communist state and officially declared the country to be 
atheist. In 1958, Mao launched an economic and social campaign called the Great Leap 

Forward, which was intended to rapidly transform the agrarian country from into an 
industrialized socialist nation. The attempts to collectivize farming led to food shortages 
and the largest famine in history. During the three-year period of 1959 and 1961, be-

tween 15 million and 45 million Chinese died. Because of this policy failure, Mao’s in-
fluence in the Communist Party began to wane. He launched the Cultural Revolution in 
May 1966, in part to reassert his power and prestige within the party and the country. 

2. The beginning of the Cultural Revolution is traced to May 16, 1966, when Mao is-

sued a document that included “indictments” against his political foes. In what has be-

come known as the “May 16 notification,” Mao claimed, “Those representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who have sneaked into the party, the government, the army, and various 

cultural circles are a bunch of counter-revolutionary revisionists.” Later that year the 
Communist Party issued the “Decision Concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Rev-
olution,” which outlined the chairman’s goals of eliminating education and religion, the 

main threats to Mao Zedong Thought. During the Cultural Revolution, notes Eleanor 
Albert of the Council of Foreign Relations, “places of worship were demolished, closed, 

or reappropriated and religious practices were banned.” 

3. After Mao died in 1976 his successor, Deng Xiaoping, instituted reforms and reo-

pened the country to outside influences. By 1980, the total number of Christians had 
risen to 4 million, and began to grow rapidly, due largely to rural “house church-
es.” Since then the estimated number of Christians in the country has grown at a rate of 

10 percent per year. “In the post-Mao era, there has indeed been an explosive growth in 
Christianity, particularly in Protestants,” said Xi Lian, professor of Christianity at Duke 

University. “Its belief system has been able to compete favorably with Communist ideol-
ogy.” 

4. The communist government claims to guarantee freedom of religion. As 

the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China of 1982 states: 
Citizens of the People’s Republic of China enjoy freedom of religious belief. No state 

organ, public organization or individual may compel citizens to believe in, or not to 
believe in, any religion; nor may they discriminate against citizens who believe in, or do 

not believe in, any religion. The state protects normal religious activities. No one may 
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make use of religion to engage in activities that disrupt public order, impair the health of 
citizens or interfere with the educational system of the state. Religious bodies and reli-

gious affairs are not subject to any foreign domination. 

 Yet as Cathy Sun writes in Harvard Political Review, “The term ‘normal,’ however, is 

ambiguous and leaves room for broad interpretation. In practice, the CCP has exploited 

this leeway to implement extreme measures of control and attack religious communities 
threatening its power.” Sun adds, “At its core, China’s rigid political system can only 
derive legitimacy from continuously relying on instruments of repression, which is why 

it fundamentally opposes religious freedom.” 

5. By law the Communist state requires Christians to worship only in congregations 

registered with the Three-Self Patriotic Movement. The Chinese Christian Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement (TSPM) is a state-sanctioned Protestant body for the organization 

of all Protestant churches in China. The organization was created in 1951 to promote a 
strategy of “self-governance, self-support, and self-propagation,” to remove foreign influ-
ences from Chinese churches, and to profess the member church’s loyalty to the Com-

munist government. For churches registered with TSPM, the government pays for many 
of their buildings and funds the education of its pastors. Because of its alignment with 
the Communist Party and its promotion of liberal theology, many congregations in Chi-

na refuse to join the TPSM. Those that refuse to join are often referred to as under-
ground or house churches. 

6. In 1971 the Communist government implemented a one-child policy in the country. 

In 2013—two years before officially ending the policy, the Chinese Health Ministry re-

ported that over the four decades 336 million abortions were performed—the largest 
single slaughter of human beings in the history of the world. To put that number in per-
spective, the 336 million deaths in China were more than all the people killed in the 10 

ten deadliest wars in human history. [Based on highest estimates (in millions): World 
War II (72), World War I (65), Mongol Conquest (60), An Lushan Rebellion (36), Tai-

ping Rebellion (30), Qing Dynasty conquest of the Ming Dynasty (25), Conquests of 
Timur (20), Dungan Revolt (12), Russian Civil War (9), Second Congo War (5.4)]. 

7. In 2019, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 

(USCIRF) noted that as a Christian in China, your Bible may have been rewritten by the 
Chinese government, your church shuttered or demolished, and your pastor imprisoned. 

In an ongoing effort to “sinicize” religious belief (i.e., make religious belief Chinese in 
character), the communist Chinese government arrested more than 5,000 Christians and 

1,000 church leaders. The government also continued its persecution by closing down or 
demolishing thousands of churches. 

8. The number of Protestant Christians in China has grown from 1 million in 1949, the 

year the Communist Party came to power, to more than 49 million in 2010. Experts 
believe that number could more than triple over the next generation, and by 2030 the 

People’s Republic of China, which still remains officially atheist, could have more 
churchgoers than America does. 

9. While the Communist Party attempts to suppress the Word of God, the country has 

also become the world’s biggest publisher and exporter of Scripture. China’s only legal 

printer of Bibles, Amity Printing Company, published its first Bible in cooperation with 
the United Bible Societies (UBS) in 1987. As of 2018, 80 million copies of the Bible have 
been printed for the church in China, while 100 million copies have been printed for 

overseas churches. Currently, China is producing 20 million copies a year—an average 
of one copy of the Bible every second. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 

World Horizons - Liverpool, UK 

 It's been an amazing and full few months in Liverpool serving 
with our team and community in Toxteth. It's been awesome to 
see God's provision for our team, building maintenance needs, 
and ministry needs in miraculous ways during the time I've been 
here. It's also been incredible to have opportunities to develop 
friendships with so many of the asylum seekers and refugees 
that we work to support at our building and at the hotel where 
many Afghan families are still living. I've been attending a 
church fellowship that meets in the same building where we 
work during the week and after running an Alpha course over 
the fall we've had some asylum seekers in our community start 
coming along to church on Sundays as well. It's been great to be 
involved with a church community that works in the same space 
and has a heart to reach the same community of Liverpool as 
our team and see how well the two compliment each other. 
Some of the friends we've met through the hotel have started 
either English classes or job placements with us which has 
allowed us to build deeper friendships which has been so spe-
cial. Over January, 

we had our annual Prayer Month which allowed me to meet with 
our team locally for focused times of prayer as well as opportu-
nities to visit teams in Wales and Spain to pray for their teams 
and the nations together which were very special and encourag-
ing times. It's so exciting to see God actively answering prayer 
and this year has been filled with testimonies of God at work 
answering prayers in our community which has been amazing!  
 It was great to organise a proper Thanksgiving feast to share 
for a time of  team fellowship here in Liverpool. I did a bit of 
cooking along with a few other American friends in our commu-
nity and we hosted a dinner to share with our Liverpool team. It 
was lovely to work together to make a traditional feast to share 
with our friends. With our team and invited friends we had nearly 
30 people to celebrate together.  
Just before the school closed for a Christmas and New Years break, we hosted a Christmas party for our 
students and our asylum seeker and refugee friends. We had a massive turnout and everyone enjoyed the 
event. Leading up to this event, I was spending a lot of time working in the hotel to support Afghan families 
settling here as they waited for housing. It's been great to be able to provide for practical needs and support 
these families through building friendships.   
 Over the month of January, World Horizons had a month of focused prayer. I joined meetings with my 
team locally and also had opportunities be with teams in Wales and Spain to pray for and encourage each 
other in our various ministries as well as praying for work happening across the nations. It was really good 
to connect with teams and friends in other places and pray for each other and our ministries as we started a 
new year! I'm excited to see how God works to answer these prayers.   
 Over the last few months through serving at the hotel where Afghan families are living as they wait for 
housing, we have been able to build relationships with several of the families. We now have a few folks 
coming from the hotel for English classes at our centre. One of the ladies whose family was given housing 
nearby has been coming to our centre twice a week to volunteer and get involved with our community. We 
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Nursery February 20 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Karrie and Lindsey Walker 
 

Nursery February 27 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa and Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Jimmy and Tammy Kicklighter 

Bible Reading Schedule  

February 2022 

   

  1   Exodus 7-9 

  2   Exodus 10-12 

  3   Exodus 13-15 

  4   Exodus 16-18 

  5   Exodus 19-21 

  6   Exodus 22-24 

  7   Exodus 25-27 

  8   Exodus 28-29 

  9   Exodus 30-32 

  10 Exodus 33-35 

  11 Exodus 36-38 

  12 Exodus 39-40  

  13 Leviticus 1-4 

  14 Leviticus 5-7 

  15 Leviticus 8-10 

  16 Leviticus 11-13 

  17 Leviticus 14-15 

  18 Leviticus 16-18 

  19 Leviticus 19-21 

  20 Leviticus 22-23 

  21 Leviticus 24-25 

  22 Leviticus 26-27 

  23 Numbers 1-2 

  24 Numbers 3-4 

  25 Numbers 5-6 

  26 Numbers 7 

  27 Numbers 8-10 

  28 Numbers 11-13 

Ushers February 20 
Kelly Stanford, 

Michael Walker 
 

Ushers February 27 
Billy Waters, Johnny Bridges, 

Jimmy Kicklighter 

also have one of the younger adults doing a six 
month job placement through a government program 
with us and two young ladies started this week on a 
shorter job placement through another program. We 
are so thankful for these opportunities to continue 
engaging with these individuals and having opportu-
nities to build deeper relationships as they spend 
time at our centre through working or studying. 
Please be praying for them as they continue adapting 
to life here in the UK. Pray that they will feel seen, 
valued and encounter the love of Jesus through their 
time with us. 
 It's hard to believe it's already been nearly a year 
since I came to Liverpool. I'm in the process of work-
ing through logistics for getting back to Asia for my 
next term of ministry over the next few months. Covid 
restrictions are still in place in some of the locations 
I'm praying about moving to for longer term work but 
others have begun to open so I'm having meetings 
with leadership for the Southeast Asia field of my 
organisation along with leadership for the US and we 
are working together on timelines and logistics. Once 
details are more finalised, I will be excited to share 
specifics on things but with covid restrictions still 
fluctuating we are still working out the details. I need 
to leave the UK in March as my visa will be expiring 
and I'm planning to visit a friend who works in my 
organisation in between as well as pursue the paper-
work for acquiring the best visa for returning to 
Asia.     
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for February: Ron Fowler, Michael Kleinpeter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Spaghetti 5:45 p.m. 

FABKids Club and Youth 6:45 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Organ Overflow: Tom Keller 
“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 

“How to Study the Bible” Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers and PreK Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

     Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 

3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


