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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Overflow Room 
The organ overflow room is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social   

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. Thank you! 
 
 

Congregational Meeting & Evening Worship 

Our quarterly congregational meeting is scheduled for this afternoon, January 23, 

beginning at 4:45 p.m. Evening Worship will follow at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Joy Class 

Tuesday, January 25, at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall! All ladies welcome! 
 

Wednesday Night  

Wednesday Night dinner this week, January 26, is Fried Chicken. Sign up in the 

hall. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

Thursday, January 27, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Oyster Roasts Coming Up! 

Men’s Oyster Roast is Thursday, January 27. Family Oyster Roast is Friday, Janu-

ary 28. Invite your friends and sign the lists! 
 

Elders’ Meeting 

Tuesday, February 1. 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday, February 8, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Valentine’s Banquet  

The Young Adults are hosting a Valentine’s Day Banquet for the Senior Saints on 

Sunday, February 13, after Morning Worship. If you would like to participate, 

please sign the list in the hall! 

 

J anuary 23 ,  2022  

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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January 23, 2022 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Mark 14:35-36 
Pew Bible p. 851 

 

Hymn #452, bulletin p. 5 
“My Savior’s Love” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Bob Dimmitt 
Psalm 85:1-3 

Pew Bible, p. 493 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 25 
Steve Jackson 
Pew Bible p. 459 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“Grace” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Extending Grace 

2 Corinthians 4:11-15, Pew Bible p. 966 

2 Corinthians #16 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Extending Grace  
2 Corinthians #16 

2 Corinthians 4:11-15  
 

1 Cor 4:9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 12-So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

Or - we live in the face of death, but this has resulted in eternal life for you.  

 

 

 

 

Verse 13 - most interpret the meaning of spirit as reference to the same kind of spirit 

the psalmist possessed, an attitude or outlook of faith. Psalm 116:10  

 

 

Those who genuinely believe the truth cannot help but speak that truth.  

Why? Why are we this way  

 

 

 

 

Verse 14-knowing  

Paul is saying that the resurrection removes all fear of temporal death 1 Cor 15:7-9  

 

 

 

1 Cor 15:50-52  

 

 

 

 

 

It is all things taking place in chap 4 are for your/their sakes (for their benefit - de-

signed to promote their salvation), all that Paul had endured was for the benefit of 

the Corinthians 
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January: 
23 Quarterly Congregational Meeting 4:45 p.m. 

27 Men’s Oyster Roast 6:00 p.m. 

28 Family Oyster Roast 6:00 p.m. 

 

February: 
6 Ray & Marti Williams visit 6:00 p.m. 

13 Valentine’s Day Banquet for Senior Saints 12:00 p.m. 

18 Ladies’ Night Out 6:00 p.m. 

I 
n the time of Constantine, Marcus Arethusus, had been key in overthrowing an 

idol temple; however, the new emperor, Julian commanded the people of that 

place to build it up again. All were ready to do so except Marcus, he simply re-

fused. Consequently his own people, the very ones he had preached to, attacked 

him. They stripped him and abused his naked body and gave it up to school-boys to 

be lanced with their penknives. This failed to cause Marcus to change his mind so 

he was tied to the ground in the heat of the sun, his naked body covered over w/

honey so that he might be bitten and stung by flies and wasps. All this cruelty was 

done because he would not do anything towards the rebuilding of that idol temple, 

in fact if he had been willing to give only one penny towards it they would have 

released him, but he refused. Giving one penny would have saved his life but as a 

Christian he could not. As a true practicing Christian he knew he must choose to 

suffer the worst torments than commit the least of sins in which God would be dis-

honored, God’s name blasphemed, the Christian religion reproached, his own pro-

fession of Christ scorned, and weaker saints discouraged. Hebrews 12:4, You have 

not yet struggled and fought agonizingly against sin, nor have you yet resisted and withstood 

to the point of pouring out your [own] blood. – Amplified Version 

N 
obody wins the war against sin and/or persecution in the blink of an eye or 

in a single circumstance. It’s something we’ll be engaged in constantly, for 

the rest of our lives. We’re going to have to die daily—we need to die daily 

because we’re not recovered addicts. We’re recovering addicts, and what we’re 

addicted to is ourselves—our selfishness, our desires, and our safety.  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
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Articles 
Preparing Our Children for Babylon 
by Jon Mark Olesky 

 
 “I don’t want to bring kids into this evil culture” is something I have heard more than 

once. Well-meaning Christians have long questioned the wisdom of bringing children 

into a fallen world. And while this hesitation might seem prudent, God doesn’t hesitate 
to command husband and wife, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”. The earth is no 

longer a utopian Eden but a post-Eden wilderness, what the NT calls Babylon (1 Peter 

5:13–14; Rev. 17:5). The historical nation of Babylon was where the Jewish exiles were 
sent. Of those exiles, most notable were four Jewish “youths . . . Daniel, Hananiah, Mis-

hael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah,” otherwise known by their Babylonian names: 

Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego (Dan. 1:1–7). 
 From these four youths, we find an unexpected parenting lesson: a lesson made more 

significant since these “youths” arrived in Babylon not as boys, six, eight, maybe ten 

years old but in their late teens or early twenties. In any, the text explicitly says they 
were “youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, and endowed with 

knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king’s palace” (Dan. 1:4). 

 The point is this, when these four Jewish youth entered Babylon, they entered 

equipped with a rigorous Hebrew education and biblical worldview that enabled them 

to take their stand against the secular ideologies of Babylonian paganism. Babylon, then 
as now, is not neutral; it seeks to indoctrinate. These young exiles were ordered to 
“defile” themselves but “resolved” to abstain. When threatened with a fiery furnace for 

not bowing to idols, they refused to turn from Yahweh. When commanded not to pray 
or else die in the lions’ jaws, they opened the curtains and kept praying. Our children 
may never face these state-enforced punishments, but we would be naive not to expect 

modern versions to appear. Many concerned parents want to know what’s needed to 
prepare our children, and while it is tempting to want a few easy parenting tips that re-

quire little effort, moral resolve to stand in Babylon is not created that way. Scripture is 
clear (for Israel’s young exiles and ours) that preparing for Babylon requires a cer-
tain teaching in a certain context. 

 The context of preparation for Babylonian exile is significant. Providentially, these 

four youths entered Babylon in 605 BC, having been exiled from Judah after the reforms 

of King Josiah. These young men were not trained under the long list of apostate kings 
of Israel “who did what was evil in the sight of the Lord” but under Josiah, who arguably 

surpassed David in kingly righteousness since he had no public scandals (2 Sam. 11), as 

Scripture states: “Before [Josiah] there was no king like him, who turned to the Lord with all his 

heart . . . according to all the Law of Moses, nor did any like him arise after him” (2 Kings 

23:25). Only time would reveal the massive impact Josiah and his reforms would have 
on the lives of these four Jewish exiles directly and indirectly by way of their parents 
who were with them. They were raised going up “to the house of the Lord . . . with all the 

people, both small and great” to hear Josiah “read in their hearing all the words of the Book of 

the Covenant that had been found in the house of the Lord” (2 Kings 23:2). As young boys, 

they would have watched the twenty-six-year-old king make “a covenant before the Lord” 

to obey God’s Word and have “all the people joined in the covenant” (2 Kings 23:3). There 

was no dead orthodoxy in their view of religion but only theological seriousness. What 

was read from Scripture was immediately obeyed. Especially notable was King Josiah’s 
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zeal to remove idolatry and syncretism in Israel, no doubt influencing those bold words 
later spoken by these youths to the king of Babylon: “Our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if 

not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that 

you have set up” (Dan. 3:16–18). What believing parent wouldn’t be proud if their young 

adult displayed such steadfast and unyielding faith? Without doubt, their faithfulness to 
Yahweh was evidence of God’s grace working through their covenant community be-

fore entering Babylon. 
 Preparedness to enter Babylon never happens accidently. Scripture commands explic-
itly, “You shall teach them diligently” (Deut. 6:7) and “bring them up in the discipline and 

instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). While parents must “discipline” and play defense, 

there’s also a strong offensive aspect to parenting. The psalmist calls the children of be-

lievers “arrows in the hand of a warrior”, and wise parents sharpen arrows to be shot out 

into a hostile culture. Man-centered parenting philosophies never strategize like this. 
Christian parents are either preparing children for war in Babylon or preparing for sur-

render to it. However, “the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 

God” (2 Cor. 10:3–5). The war our children must learn to fight is a war for truth. These 

four young Hebrews entered Babylon “skillful in all wisdom, and endowed with knowledge, 

understanding learning.”   

 The teaching needed is what is most often called “wisdom”. Many compromises will 

occur in Babylon without this wisdom. In the covenantal framework of Proverbs, wis-
dom means skill in godly living. In Proverbs, that often-neglected parenting book, the 

“father” repeatedly call his “son” to “find wisdom” because children aren’t born pos-
sessing it; rather, “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child” (and yes, “the rod of discipline” 

is needed to remove it; 22:15). No, a foolish teenager doesn’t just “grow out of it”; wis-
dom must be given and received. Our children’s lives depend on it. “The teaching of the 

wise is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death” (Prov. 13:14). It’s 

the way a young man avoids “the forbidden woman”, for “the fear of the Lord is the begin-

ning of wisdom.” Moreover, since these youths had wisdom when entering Babylon they 

were able to acquire more. “He gives wisdom to the wise”. There is no greater aim to 

have as parents than to give wisdom to our children, especially when we realize that 

Christ is the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24, 30)—the “manifold wisdom of God . . . made 

known . . . through the church” (Eph. 3:10). What higher calling can we have as parents 

than to prepare exiles for Babylon (1 Peter 5:13)? 
 Parenting isn’t finally about us or our children; it’s about God’s glory. In God’s wis-

dom, He used four Jewish exiles to make an international missionary of Babylon’s King 
Nebuchadnezzar, who declared “to all peoples, nations, and languages” that “[God’s] king-

dom is an everlasting kingdom” (Dan. 4:1, 3). He even personally professed to Babylon, “I 

blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever” (Dan. 4:34). God used 

a few God-fearing exiles from Judah to make His glory known to the Persian King Dari-
us, such that “King Darius wrote to all the peoples, and nations, and languages . . . I make a 
decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for 

he is the living God, enduring forever” (Dan. 6:25–26). We should not underestimate what 

God will do with wise children equipped with a biblical worldview in a covenant context. And 

we should not fear bringing them into the world, for God’s aim and desire is to use them to get 

glory for Himself in Babylon. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Jim & Karan Romaine 

CPI - New York 

Africa Reformation Theological Seminary (ARTS)  

Kampala, Uganda 
 

Lord willing, on January 28th I will be fly-

ing from Philadelphia International Air-

port to Entebbe International Airport in 

Uganda. I have my Ugandan visa in hand, 

so I have been deemed worthy by the gov-

ernment of Uganda to enter Uganda.  

 I will be teaching a course on Islam to a 

group of 16 to 20 Ugandan pastors from 

January 31st to February 4th, 7 hours a day 

for 5 days. This will be a Masters level 

course so their English should be good and we will have plenty of opportunity for 

questions and discussion. 

 

Prayer Requests 

1. Pray that I will have a safe trip. Travel is much more complicated now in the age 

of Covid. 

2. Pray for my teaching to be clear and my interaction with the students profitable. 

3. Pray that they will be encouraged in their ministries and reaching Muslims for 

Christ. 

4. Pray for my daily health and strength as I continue to battle my acute anemia. 

5. Pray for Karan as she remains at home alone. 

6. Pray for Church Planting International, our ministries and our financial support. 

ARTS Campus 
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Nursery January 23 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa & Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 
 

Nursery January 30 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Donna Martin, Susan Su 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Barbara Mason, Jim & Heather Schraeder 

Bible Reading Schedule  

January 2022 

   

  1   Genesis 1-3 

  2   Genesis 4-7 

  3   Genesis 8-11 

  4   Job 1-5 

  5   Job 6-9 

  6   Job 10-13 

  7   Job 14-16 

  8   Job 17-20 

  9   Job 21-23 

  10 Job 24-28 

  11 Job 29-31 

  12 Job 32-34 

  13 Job 35-37 

  14 Job 38-39 

  15 Job 40-42 

  16 Genesis 12-15 

  17 Genesis 16-18 

  18 Genesis 19-21 

  19 Genesis 22-24 

  20 Genesis 25-26 

  21 Genesis 27-29 

  22 Genesis 30-31 

  23 Genesis 32-34 

  24 Genesis 35-37 

  25 Genesis 38-40 

  26 Genesis 41-42 

  27 Genesis 43-45 

  28 Genesis 46-47 

  29 Genesis 48-50 

  30 Exodus 1-3 

  31 Exodus 4-6  

R 
emember that Satan is the enemy 

of believers AND the enemy of 

unbelievers, for he desires to keep 

them in a state of blindness; he works at 

keeping them captive to do his will in 

order to prevent them from coming to a 

knowledge of the truth. That is why we 

are not called to abuse, insult, or con-

demn people no matter what they be-

lieve or how they live. This is true even 

if they abuse, insult, and misrepresent or 

curse us. Rather we are to pray for them, 

think about them with respect, and 

speak of and to them with words that are 

gracious. The unbeliever is hostage to 

the enemy of our soul. Our desire? To 

help release those who are captives, 

share the Gospel. 

W e can rest confident in the fact that 

nothing will happen to us in this 

world apart from the gracious will of a 

sovereign God. Nothing. 
David Platt  

G od uses chronic pain and weakness, 

along with other afflictions, as His 

chisel for sculpting our lives. Felt weak-

ness deepens dependence on Christ for 

strength each day. The weaker we feel, 

the harder we lean. 
J.I. Packer 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/846687.David_Platt
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for January: Bobby DeLoach, Lance Ficek 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting 4:45 p.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Supper: Fried Chicken 5:45 p.m. 

FABKids Club & Youth 6:45 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s D-Group 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Organ Overflow: Tom Keller 
“Genesis”  Piano Overflow:  Steve Posner 

“How to Study the Bible” Fellowship Hall:  Bob Dimmitt 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3:  Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers and PreK Room 25:  Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 

     Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200:  John and Pam Humphrey 

3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202:  Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204:  Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206:  Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208:  Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


