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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Overflow Room 
The organ overflow room is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social   

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. Thank you! 
 
 

Evening Worship 

Join us tonight at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! 
 

Reminder 
All contributions must be postmarked or brought in the office by December 31 in order 

to be included on your 2021 contribution statements.  
 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed Monday, December 27, for the Christmas holiday. 
 

Wednesday Night  

There is no meal or Bible Study on Wednesday, December 29. All Wednesday 

Night activities resume January 5. Sign up in the hall for dinners! January 5 is Beef 

Stew. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

No Bible Study until January 6! 
 

New Year’s Eve 

There is a Chili Cookoff on Friday, December 31, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Enter the 

competition, or bring a side dish or dessert! 
 

D-Group 

The next D-Group Session begins the week of January 2. The study is on the Trini-

ty, using the resource He’s Where the Joy Is, by Tara-Leigh Cobble. Talk to Jessica 

Dimmitt, Emily Wise, or Robert Holland if you are interested in joining a group! 

The books are in and available for $15. 
 
 
 

December 26 ,  2021 

FABC Elders 

continued on p. 4 
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December 26, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Micah 5:2-5a 
Pew Bible p. 779 

 

Hymn #98, bulletin p. 5 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Jackson 
1 John 2:1-2 

Pew Bible, p. 1021 
 

Hymn #94, bulletin p. 6 
“What Child Is This?” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 21 
Steve Posner 
Pew Bible p. 457 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 

Message 
Steve Jackson 

Good News! 

Luke 1:1-4, 26-38, Pew Bible pp. 855-856 
 

Hymn, below 
“Christmas Doxology” 

Angels from the Realms of Glory tune 

Christmas Doxology 
 

All Creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’eternal three in one: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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A.M. Notes 

Good News! 
Luke 1:1-4, 26-38 
 

I. The Gospels are written accounts of the fulfillment of the promises of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. The written accounts of the Gospel are infallibility true because they are God’s 

word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  The Gospels were written so that individual Christians other than eyewitnesses 

could have certainty about the things they are taught. 
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continued from p. 1 
 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed Monday, January 3, for the New Year holiday. 
 

New Sunday School Class 

From Pastor Bob: Many believers want to study the Bible but don’t know where to 

start. Others feel overwhelmed at the thought of it. Still others are afraid they’ll get 

it wrong and mislead themselves. Still others think that you have to have some kind 

of degree to be able to study and make sense of the Bible. I want to put your mind 

at ease. Studying the Bible is not as complicated as you might imagine. God has 

given you a brain and has communicated to us in a way that neatly matches up to 

the way the mind works. There are many way to study the Bible and we will ex-

plore, explain, and walk through several of those so you can feel confident to dig 

into the Bible on your own. Beginning January 9, I will lead a Sunday School class 

on “How to Study the Bible” and if you are interested please sign up so we can de-

termine the best place to meet. 

December: 
27 Office Closed 

31 New Year’s Eve Chili Cookoff 7:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
2 New D-Group Session Launch Week 

3 Office Closed for New Year Holiday 

11 Lifeline Screening at FABC 

21 Women of Light’s Ladies’ Night Out 6:00 p.m. 

27 Men’s Oyster Roast 6:00 p.m. 

28 Family Oyster Roast 6:00 p.m. 

C 
hristianity is not only intellectual….Christianity is being born again on the 

basis of the finished work of Christ, His substitutionary death in real      

history. Christianity is the reality of communion with God in the present 

life; it is the understanding that there is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; it is the 

understanding that there is the moment-by-moment empowering of the Holy Spirit. 

Christianity is the understanding that the fruit of the Spirit is “love, joy, peace, 

long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” It is the       

understanding that the fruit of the Spirit is meant to mean something real to all 

Christians. It is understanding that prayer is real and not just a devotional exercise. 

God means for us to affirm life and not negate life. May God show us the living 

balance and help us to live, by His grace, in that balance. 
Francis Schaeffer  
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T hough the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive 

fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in 

the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 

 

 Even if outward circumstances appear fruitless, it does not therefore nullify the 

faithfulness of God. Even though there is pain in the suffering, there can still be joy 

in the waiting. Adverse circumstances should never define your understanding of 

God, but they will reveal whether or not you trust in Him. 

 God is always at work for the salvation of His people, even when you cannot 

fully comprehend all His ways (See Habakkuk 1:5; 3:13). Therefore, take joy in His 

promise to preserve you for eternal life, even when it appears that evil and suffering 

have the upper hand. God is in total control over all nations, rulers, military, fami-

lies, neighbors, churches, pastors, bosses, economic gain and loss, sickness and 

health, and even the smallest events in your life. No circumstance or person will 

ever have the upper hand on God, and that includes His grip on His children. He’s 

already proven that He is always FOR you through the death of His Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Therefore, He is ultimately FOR your JOY, not against it. 

 Be encouraged! 
Copied, source unknown 
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T 
he laws of logic were placed in our minds by the Creator during the act of 

creation. We speak because God has spoken. God is not the author of confu-

sion, irrationality, or the absurd. Furthermore, his words are meant to be 

understood by his creatures, and a necessary condition for his creature's under-

standing of those words is that they are intelligible and not irrational.” 
RC Sproul  
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Articles 
There Is No Age Limit for Kingdom Work 
By Daniel Seabaugh 

 

 I fear many older saints believe their age restricts them from redemptive work. 

For some, the lie that claims their time is long past has triumphed in their hearts. 

For others, the aches and pains of aging has slowed them down enough that simple 

comforts are more intriguing than God’s mission of redemption. I can’t possibly 

know all the reasons why older Christians get off mission, but I know many do. 

Not all, but many. 

 To make matters worse, our culture is obsessed with youth and our world pro-

motes the idea that young, beautiful people are the most valuable in society. Such 

thinking has crept into the church, sadly. Lots of churches today are employing 

young people who follow the culture rather than faithful people who follow the 

Creator. Something has to change. 

 I often find myself wanting to share words of encouragement with older Chris-

tians but fear they will be taken wrongly. I don’t want to sound like the young 

know it all. Despite my hesitation, I think the message must be heard: Older saints, 

God has work for you to do. Your race is not finished. Although our culture values 

youth, God values you and has work for you to do. 

 

Some Biblical Examples: God has used old saints before, why wouldn’t he do it 

again? Remember Moses? God called Moses to lead Israel out of Egypt when the 

prophet was eighty years old! At eighty, the last thing on Moses’ mind was leading 

a dangerous rescue mission. How much strength do you think he felt in his bones? 

How much grit do you think he had in his heart? I’m guessing very little. God, 

however, provided Moses with all he needed to accomplish the call. God can do the 

same for you. When He shows up in a burning bush and calls you to do something 

revolutionary, you’d be foolish to ignore Him. 

 Moses wasn’t exactly thrilled about the call. In fact, he tried to back out several 

times. Nonetheless, God called Moses despite his age. He wasn’t “too old” to carry 

out God’s mission. I like to think his age provided an advantage because his faith 

muscles were further developed. Who knows? God does what God does. 

 What about Abraham? He was 75 years old when he set off from Harran to the 

land God would show him. He knew nothing about what was ahead and was leav-

ing all he knew behind. Would you take such a risk at 75? Most people are well into 

retirement at that time. Yet, God was not finished with Abram. 

 

What You Can Do: Although many things will be more challenging for you now 

than when you were young, there remains quite a bit of kingdom work that needs a 

laborer such as you. Here are three things I have noticed the mission-driven, older 

saints in my life doing to stay on mission. 
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Pray 

In a recent article I mentioned the persistence of prayer in the life of older Chris-

tians. There is, perhaps, no greater calling for a Christian than prayer. It rarely gets 

you noticed by the world but is crucial in the work of redemption. My hope is 

you’re way past wanting acknowledgement from the world anyway, so simply pray 

to your Father, who sees what is done in secret (Matthew 6:6). Things change when 

we pray. Hearts are drawn to Jesus when we pray. Sin is repented of when we pray. 

Don’t neglect prayer. It does more than you think. 

 

Encourage 

The Bible teaches us to encourage and build one another up. In a world where peo-

ple are divided more than ever, encouragement speaks hope to others and reflects 

the heart of Christ. A simple word of encouragement can go a long way. Don’t be 

afraid to speak. Your words possess power. 

 

Befriend 

One of the greatest gifts of my life has been the friendships I’ve made with older 

men. These men have led ministries, raised families, and remained committed to 

Jesus. Their wealth of wisdom has been a blessing to me on many occasions. I can’t 

overstate the importance of such relationships. Older saints must seek younger men 

and women to befriend. Younger Christians who value maturity and growth in 

Christ-like character will immediately recognize the benefit of such friendships. If 

you’re not in the habit of forming such friendships, it will feel awkward at first. In 

most cases, it’s just as awkward for a young person to approach you as it is for you 

to approach them. Start by praying and asking God to send you a young Timothy. 

God can put all the pieces together. 

 

Press On 

So much more could be said, of course. I’ll finish with a few questions and a final 

plea. 

 Do your hips and hands hurt? Likely. Are you overlooked in ministry for younger 

men and women? Usually. Has your energy and creativity waned? It probably feels 

that way. Is God finished with you? Absolutely not! 

 Older saints, please press on. You have walked the path of faith longer than us 

newbies, and although sin still sways your ways and thoughts, your many small 

victories of faith can greatly encourage us young wanderers. There is nothing wrong 

with being young, but there is nothing wrong with being old, either. God’s not 

alarmed by your aches and pains or lack of energy. Plus, we younger Christians 

need you more than we let on. 

 Don’t give up. There is no age limit for kingdom work. ❖ 

A 
 real church as set forth in the NT is not a support group. It’s not a social 

club or a counseling center. It’s a family of redeemed sinners who have 

God as their Father through their union with Jesus Christ. It’s a body knit 

together by the Holy Spirit so that together all are built up and strengthened and 

loved. Church is God’s idea. 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Mario & Elizabeta Kushner 

Virovitica Baptist Church - Croatia 

First of all, I have organized a national day of prayer 
for our church on Nov 11, by sending out a letter to 

pastors of churches in our Baptist Union, and sharing 
it on my Facebook profile. Many people have contact-

ed me with words of encouragement and many saints 
from all over have had prayer meetings where they 
brought the needs of Virovitica saints before God’s 

throne. Because of that, we decided to go out on the 
streets and distribute gospel tracts on that day. We 
gave away 300 tracts and had some great talks.  

♦ Please, pray: For all those who received a tract, and espe-
cially for two men (Ivan and Zvonko)  

Because we are trying to expand our tract distribution ministry, we are running out of 

tracts. I have written or translated around 15 tracts. Some I print at home, some in the 
print shop, in full color. Right now, we are planning on printing 3000 tracts, and it will 
cost around 500 USD (3.300 HRK). For those tracts we print in-house, we need to buy 

a more robust paper cutter (so-called ‘guillotine’), and the ones we are looking at cost 
around 80–100 USD (500–700 HRK).  

♦ Please, pray: For new converts. For our boldness and persistence in tract distribution. For the 
money to print the tracts and buy a cutter.  

In early November I had the priviledge of giving a talk at a conference organized by The 

Gospel Coalition Southeast Europe, where the main speaker was D. A. Carson. My talk 

was on »The Gospel Centered Local Church« and it was well received. On Sunday after 
the conference I also translated Dr. Carson while he preached. Here is the link: 

www.youtube.com/watch? v=x8DbUGbVxzk (The sermon starts around the 57:50 
mark).  

♦ Please, pray: For churches in Croatia and their growth in health.  

Towards the end of November we had our first baptism since we moved to Virovitica 
and started the church revitalization. Rejoice with us because a young woman got saved 
after coming to our services for two years! The baptism was held in a nearby town since 

we do not have a baptistry.  

♦ Please, pray: For the salvation of other regular guests, and also for new people to come to our 
church and hear the Gospel.  

In 2019, Evangelical Theological Society in Croatia was formed (etd.hr). It gathers scholars 

from different evangelical denominations, and last year I received an invitation to join 
them. Since then I was able to give a few seminars, publish a couple of papers, and par-
ticipate in several research groups. I am trying to see how I can contribute more, as my 

other responsibilities allow.  

https://youtu.be/x8DbUGbVxzk
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Nursery December 26 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa & Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 
 

Nursery January 2 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Amy Keller, Myri Hymon 

Bible Reading Schedule  

December 2021/January 2022 

     

  
26  John 1-2; Psalm 2 

  
27  2 Peter 

  
28  2 Peter 

  
29  2 Peter 

  
30  2 Peter 

  
31  2 Peter 

  1  Genesis 1-3 

  2  Genesis 4-7 

  3  Genesis 8-11 

  4  Job 1-5 

  5  Job 6-9 

  6  Job 10-13 

  7  Job 14-16 

  8  Job 17-20 

  9  Job 21-23 

  10  Job 24-28 

  11  Job 29-31 

  12  Job 32-34 

  13  Job 35-37 

  14  Job 38-39 

  15  Job 40-42 

  16  Genesis 12-15 

  17  Genesis 16-18 

  18  Genesis 19-21 

  19  Genesis 22-24 

  20  Genesis 25-26 

  21  Genesis 27-29 

  22  Genesis 30-31 

  23  Genesis 32-34 

  24  Genesis 35-37 

  25  Genesis 38-40 

♦ Please, pray: For wise time management 
and my scholarly contribution to Croatia’s evan-
gelical Christianity.  

Lastly, after my letter to the pastors of the 
Baptist Union, the elders of Emanuel Bap-

tist Church from the town of Varazdin (2-
hour-drive away) have contacted me with a 

desire to help us in various ways. After we 
had a meeting and they heard about our 
needs, we have decided that they will get 

more involved with the revitalization of 
Virovitica Baptist Church, by providing 
help with preaching, outreach, general 

support and encouragement. The first thing 
we did as a part of that partnership was to 

organize a small Christmas concert in the 
middle of December (the picture below). 
Besides visitors from the Pentecostal 

Church and another house church, there 
were three non-believers present.  

♦ Please, pray: For a fruitful partnership with 
EBC Varazdin. For those who attended our 
concert.  

Before signing off, the three of us wish you 

a Merry Christmas!  

Serving Christ, by ministering to His 
Church, 

Mario and Elizabeta Kushner  
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for December: Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Monday 

Church Office Closed 
 

 

Wednesday 

No activities scheduled 
 

 

 

Friday 

Chili Cook-off 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Tom Keller/Bob Dimmitt 
“Genesis”  Piano Side Overflow: Steve Posner 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers and PreK Room 25: Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
    Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200: John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


