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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Overflow Room 
The organ overflow room is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social   

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. Thank you! 
 
 

Poinsettias 

Contact Janice Donaldson if you’d like to place a poinsettia. $20. 
 

Sunday School 

There is no Sunday School next week, December 26. Only Morning and Evening 

Worship. Steve Jackson will preach in Morning Worship! 
 

Caroling 

There are two opportunities to go caroling to our shut-ins and seniors! December 

20 and 22. Let Shawn Champion know if you are interested. Show up at 5:30 p.m.! 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 

No Bible Study until January 6! 
 

Christmas Eve Communion Service 

Friday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed on December 24 and December 27 for the Christ-

mas holiday. 
 

New Year’s Eve 

There is a Chili Cookoff on Friday, December 31, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Enter the 

competition, or bring a side dish or dessert! 
 

Office Closed 

The church office will be closed on January 3 for the New Year holiday. 

December 19 ,  2021 

FABC Elders 

continued on p. 4 
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December 19, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
Pew Bible p. 573 

 

Hymn #87, bulletin p. 5 
“Joy to the World” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
Isaiah 9:1-2 

Pew Bible, p. 573 
 

Hymn #92, bulletin p. 6 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 20 
Bobby DeLoach 
Pew Bible pp. 456-457 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Ministry of Light 

2 Corinthians 4:1-6, Pew Bible p. 965 

2 Corinthians #13 
 

Hymn, below 
“Christmas Doxology” 

Angels from the Realms of Glory tune 

Christmas Doxology 
 

All Creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
Evermore your voices raising to th’eternal three in one: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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A.M. Notes 

Ministry of Light  
2 Corinthians #13 

2 Corinthians 4:1-6  
 

Ministry (diakoniai) means the rendering of assistance or help by performing certain 

duties, often of a humble or menial nature, —activities without apparent dignity.  

 

 

Mercy - not merely a feeling for the misfortunes of others involving sympathy 

(pity), but also an active desire to remove those miseries  

 

 

 

Paul’s methodology: There are a few things which Paul personally refused to use in 

his own ministry:  

• disgraceful (shameful) methods/underhanded means  

• tampering with or watering down God’s message  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 4 - We see here the powerful reality of Spiritual Blindness  

 

 

Luke 4:5-8  

 

 

John 12:31; Eph 6:12; John 14:30; John 16:8-11 

 

 

 

 

Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology: Spiritual blindness, then, re-

fers in some instances to the inability of unbelievers to comprehend spiritual truth, 

specifically failure to recognize the true identity of the Incarnate Word, Jesus 

Christ. It is vital therefore, to conduct all Christian witness in dependence on the 

Holy Spirit Who works to counteract the cataracts of Satan and to reveal the truth 

of God. 
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D-Group 

The next D-Group Session begins the week of January 2. The study is on the Trini-

ty, using the resource He’s Where the Joy Is, by Tara-Leigh Cobble. Talk to Jessica 

Dimmitt, Emily Wise, or Robert Holland if you are interested in joining a group! 

The books are in and available for $15. 
 

New Sunday School Class 

From Pastor Bob: Many believers want to study the Bible but don’t know where to 

start. Others feel overwhelmed at the thought of it. Still others are afraid they’ll get 

it wrong and mislead themselves. Still others think that you have to have some kind 

of degree to be able to study and make sense of the Bible. I want to put your mind 

at ease. Studying the Bible is not as complicated as you might imagine. God has 

given you a brain and has communicated to us in a way that neatly matches up to 

the way the mind works. There are many way to study the Bible and we will ex-

plore, explain, and walk through several of those so you can feel confident to dig 

into the Bible on your own. Beginning January 9, I will lead a Sunday School class 

on “How to Study the Bible” and if you are interested please sign up so we can de-

termine the best place to meet. 

December: 
20 Caroling  5:30 p.m. 

22 Caroling  5:30 p.m. 

24 Office Closed 

24 Christmas Eve Communion 5:00 p.m. 

25 Merry Christmas!  
27 Office Closed 

31 New Year’s Eve Chili Cookoff 7:00 p.m. 
 

January: 
2 New D-Group Session Launch Week 

3 Office Closed for New Year Holiday 

11 Lifeline Screening at FABC 

27 Men’s Oyster Roast 

28 Family Oyster Roast 
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Articles 
Men Are at War with God 
by Mary Eberstadt 

 

 Solzhenitsyn famously defined the principal trait of the twentieth century in four 

words: “Men have forgotten God.” So far, the twenty-first century might be sum-

marized in six: Men are at war with God. Awakened from agnostic slumber by new 

forms of temptation, chiefly the sexual revolution, humanity is at war with God 

over a question that reaches back to the beginning of time: Who, exactly, should 

have power over creation? 

 Christianity and Judaism teach that the answer is “God.” The culture dominant 

in the West today teaches the opposite. It says that the creation of new life is ours to 

control—more precisely, that it is woman’s to control. It says that we can dispose of 

life in the womb for any reason whatsoever, from simple whim to a preference for a 

boy rather than a girl. It goes further, saying that we can erase life on the basis of 

rationales that continue to expand. In Belgium, a middle-aged woman was recently 

euthanized because she was distraught over the surgeries done and chemicals taken 

in the vain hope that she could change her sex. She was seduced by the prevailing 

culture, which says that we can re-invent ourselves in new genders, cosmetically 

accessorized by surgeries and chemicals. 

 How did we reach the point where our society repudiates creation? Let’s begin in 

the present. Many voices, both supportive of and opposed to identity politics, have 

discussed what this new code of conduct is doing to us. We need to ask a different 

question: What is the nonstop obsession with identity telling us—about ourselves, 

our civilization, and the wounds that our complicity with the sexual revolution has 

caused us to inflict on ourselves? 

 By way of answer, consider this syllogism. The sexual revolution led to the de-

cline of the family. This weakening in turn has fueled the decline of organized reli-

gion. Both of these losses have left elephantine holes in the Western sense of self. 

As a result, many Western people now scramble to fill those vacancies with some-

thing else. 

 The revolution robbed many of a familial identity. By spurring secularization, it 

also robbed them of a supernatural identity, which is why swaths of the materially 

advanced societies once rooted in European civilization now suffer unprecedented 

uncertainty about who they are. This is especially true among the young. They are 

racked by the compound fractures of what is now a sixty-year experiment, motivat-

ing frantic, often furious attempts to construct an ersatz (substitute) identity. We are 

told to see ourselves as members of political collectives based on race, ethnicity, 

gender, and the rest of the alphabetized brigade. This divisive project has in turn 

given rise to today’s sharply politicized turns of public discourse, street unrest, and 

the rancorous, unforgiving tone of much of our politics. 

 Famous experiments on animals demonstrate that artificial isolation from their 

own kind produces dysfunction. We need to understand that humanity is running 

an analogous experiment on itself. The revolution ushered in facts of life that had 
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never before existed on the scale seen today. Abortion, fatherlessness, divorce, sin-

gle parenthood, childlessness, the imploding nuclear family, the shrinking extended 

family: All these phenomena are acts of human subtraction. Every one of them has 

the effect of reducing the number of people to whom we belong, and whom we can 

call our own. 

 Outside consciously religious communities, which now amount to a counter-

culture, generational reality for most people can be summarized in one word: fewer. 

Fewer brothers, sisters, cousins, children, grandchildren. Fewer people to play ball 

with, or talk to, or learn from. Fewer people to celebrate a birth; fewer people to 

visit one’s deathbed. In a way that is not generally acknowledged, the sexual revo-

lution has produced a relationship deficit. And since we are social creatures and 

define ourselves relationally, this shortage means that we face an identity defi-

cit. Who am I? This is a universal, inescapable question. Because of the revolution, 

many of us have lost the material with which to construct an answer. 

 As our individual lives become more disordered and bereft, so do our politics. 

The first use of the phrase “identity politics” appears in a manifesto published by 

radical African-American feminists in 1977—just as the first generation born into 

the revolution was coming of age. For those who haven’t read it, the Combahee 

River Collective manifesto is a poignant window onto modern times. It declares, in 

essence, that its signatories—all women—are giving up on the men in their lives. 

They are banding together for a future that does not include unreliable boyfriends 

and husbands. There is a straight line from that declaration of failure to the one 

uploaded by Black Lives Matter last year (and subsequently removed), which like-

wise denied healthy relations between the sexes and within the natural family, and 

failed even to mention fathers or brothers. Both proclamations signify that political 

identity has become a substitute for familial and communal bonds. Both are rooted 

in a fury at creation itself—an anger at the disruption of the natural order, which 

the creature now claims the right to re-order. 

 These are the facts of life in our times, the essential features of the world our chil-

dren are inheriting. Facing them without blinkers or sugarcoating, what’s a believer 

to do? 

 The first imperative is compassion. If we are to rebuild from the rubble we’re sur-

veying, we must grasp what underlies it: massive, often misunderstood and unseen 

suffering. This includes the suffering of people in factions that commonly oppose 

the Church. It’s easy, especially among traditionalists, to dismiss the public enact-

ments of identity politics with derogatory terms like “snowflake,” “coddled Millen-

nial,” and “spoiled brats.” Easy—and wrong. 

 There is a common denominator beneath the bizarre rituals occurring on campus-

es and elsewhere, beneath an increasingly punitive social media, beneath the per-

formative rage of BLM—indeed, beneath cancel culture itself. It is anguish. These 

days, many people who claim to be victims are indeed victims. But they are not 

victims of the oppressions and exclusions they’ve been taught to make central to 

their self-conceptions—the “gender binary,” “heteronormativity,” “structural rac-

ism.” 

 No: Like many others born after 1960, they are victims of a destructive mael-

strom that rattled and shrank and sometimes destroyed their families. They are vic-

tims of the same revolution that undermined their churches and uprooted their 
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communities. From that wreckage, identity politics sends up a howl for a world 

more ordered, protective, and connected than many now know. Some in the young-

er generation call themselves “socialists.” It’s easy to tell them that socialism has 

been discredited and won’t work, and to denounce universities for indoctrinating 

them. Both points are true, but irrelevant to the deeper reality illuminated, however 

inadvertently, by today’s young rebels. Socialists and identitarians alike sense that 

the world into which they were born is somehow inhuman. They want out. 

 They are not wrong in apprehending that something primordial has run amok—

they are merely mistaken about its rightful name. This, too, is not altogether their 

fault. For decades, many Christians have avoided the subject of the sexual revolu-

tion and its fallout. Many have also made public enemies of those who defend natu-

ral law and biblical teaching. A growing chorus says, “Capitulate.” Accept that peo-

ple are whoever they say they are. Celebrate the behaviors that Christianity de-

clared off-limits for two thousand years. Put down the Bible and pick up the rain-

bow flag. 

 Believers exhausted by the culture wars convince themselves that surrender is 

“loving.” It is not. What if embracing people as they are, and only as they are, ig-

nores their pain and fails to address that pain—and the deeper reasons for it? The 

torment out there is real. I recently wrote elsewhere about announcements by vari-

ous celebrities who have re-defined themselves as “transgender” or “non-binary.” 

As I researched their stories and read their own words in interviews, something 

stunning emerged. Every individual on the list shared two common harms: di-

vorced or absent parents, and violent childhood or adolescent abuse, in almost all 

cases sexual. 

 This should make us wonder. What if the dominant storyline about gender self-

invention is all wrong? What if the cheerleading drowns out other cries? What if 

childhood and adolescent trauma, combined with the radical uncertainties of family 

and communal life, contributes to today’s gender confusion and gender migration? 

If that is so, then embracing transgenderism is at best iatrogenic (Injury or illness 

caused by a physician or surgeon or by medical treatment or diagnostic proce-

dures), and at worst betrays cold-blooded indifference. 

 Third, the days of pretending that we can carry on business as usual after the sex-

ual revolution are over. We can no longer avert our eyes to the demands of social 

justice in our post-revolutionary disorder. 

 Well before the pandemic, new data indicated a steep rise in psychiatric problems 

among American teenagers and young adults. In 2020, drug overdoses in the Unit-

ed States reached the highest level ever recorded in a twelve-month period. 

“Loneliness studies” abound, spotlighting the isolation of the elderly in every West-

ern nation. There’s an intensifying push for more euthanasia, another consequence 

of the people deficit. A tsunami of pornography, about which we hear nothing from 

people who march under the banner of “social justice,” continues to destroy mar-

riage and romance and families. As for the poor, they were and remain cannon fod-

der for the revolution. Families frayed, unchurched, and without strong communi-

ties, they remain the hardest hit. 

 There is a message here for those who deride their brothers and sisters in Christ 

for their supposed obsession with the “pelvic issues”: You are welcome to abandon 



 11 

your mockery, and join the counter-cultural activists seeking to undo some of the 

damage you ignore. Rollback of abortion, divorce, and the rest ought to be one of 

the social justice priorities of our time. 

 Finally, we must understand that the identity crisis now roiling the Western 

world has also infiltrated the Church. What sunders Christians today is not science. 

It is not the self-inflicted wounds of clerical sex scandals, grave though these are. 

No: The religious divide of our time is between those who think they can compro-

mise with the sexual revolution without compromising their faith—and those who 

are awakening to the fact that this experiment has been tried and has failed. It has 

failed not only institutionally, but morally. The Church of Being Nice shortchanges 

its victims and ignores their wounds. The Church grounded on belief in redemption 

and a benevolent Creator must not. 

 In the end, the choice before people of faith is simple. We either believe that there 

are souls on the line, or we don’t—including the souls of those who hate what we 

stand for, or what they think we stand for. We either believe that they, like us, are 

created in the image of God and for a purpose, or we subject ourselves and all who 

come after us to perpetual self-invention and its miseries. So let us witness as best 

we can to the truth that humanity’s problem today is not with creation. It’s rather 

with interference in that creation by an ongoing revolutionary experiment—one 

that sweat and prayer and grace may yet turn around. ❖ 

 

 

A Theology of Equality 
David de Bruyn 

 

 When God made humankind, He made them male and female, both equally in 

His image (Genesis 1:26-27). According to Peter, this makes men and women co-

heirs of the grace of life (1 Peter 3:7). He chose to do so in a staggered fashion, how-

ever, creating the male first, followed by the female. In so doing, God created and 

exemplified an order: the man would be the spiritual leader (1 Timothy 2:12-13). 

 The Fall introduced depravity into the male-female relationship (Gen. 3:16), men 

dominating women through sheer strength, and women desiring to usurp men’s 

role of leadership. When in Christ, the abuses and enmity between the sexes can be 

erased, with both finding their fullest identity in Him (Gal. 3:28). By the grace of 

Christ, husbands can again be chivalrous, loving leaders, and women can be strong, 

supportive companions (Ephesians 5:22-33). 

 All ethnicities are ultimately one race: the human race (Acts 17:26). God allowed 

and even separated different nations as an act of simultaneous judgment and mercy 

(Gen. 11:6-9; Acts 17:26-27). The development of these different ethnic groupings 

both retarded the depravity and rebellion of the human race, and allowed the com-

mon grace of God to work separately in each (Acts 14:16-17; 17:2). To the degree 

that each ethnicity rebelled against the light given to them explains the relative dis-

tance of the resulting cultures from biblical norms and truths. Some were closer in 

morals and practices to biblical ideals; some were much further away (Rom. 1:18-

32). Ethnicities that were exposed to the Gospel and responded positively to it had 

the privilege of shaping their norms and practices around revealed truth. 
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 In Christ, ethnic hatred, pride, and partiality is a thing of the past (Gal. 3:28; Col. 

3:11; Jas. 2:1-10). Though Israel retains its place as a chosen ethnicity for God’s 

own purposes (Rom. 9:5-6; 11:1-6), believers now partake of a new, shared identity 

as one new humanity in Christ (Eph. 2:11-22). Just as male and female difference 

do not disappear in Christ, nor do ethnic idiosyncrasies and traits, which even Paul 

noted about the Cretans (Tis. 1:12-13). The point is, these will either be transformed 

by Christ, or become part of the glorious variety that makes up the redeemed (Rev. 

5:9). Believers can no longer use ethnic differences as point of division or separation 

within the body of Christ. 

 When God made man, He instructed man to spread His glory throughout the 

Earth by subjugating it to intelligent and orderly design (Gen. 1:26-28). This would 

require a vast variety of abilities, gifts, and talents. Even after the Fall, this variety is 

not lost, with men specializing in agriculture (Gen. 4:20), music (4:21), and metal-

lurgy (4:22). Men chose leaders, kings and priests as far back as we can tell. Sys-

tems of government and societal structure were, once again, as good or bad as they 

were close or distant from God’s truth. Brutal and inhumane systems emerge very 

early. 

 The stratification of society is not regarded as an evil, though. Israel’s law makes 

room for leaders, elders, judges, priests, and kings. It allows for indentured servant 

hood to pay off debts. It predicts that poor people will remain a fixture of society 

and calls for compassion and generosity for those poor willing to work. It predicts 

that some Israelites will be wealthy, and insists that their wealth is not to give them 

an advantage in the law courts. It does not penalize them for being wealthy, but it 

prevents their wealth from perverting justice. 

 In the NT, Paul accepts as a reality the fact that the church may be composed of 

the lower classes (1 Cor. 1:26-27). He tells the Corinthians that it is God’s plan to 

have a Body composed of members very different in function, ability, and presenta-

bility. He cautions them against coveting another’s position, denigrating their own, 

or being puffed up about themselves. But he does not call for uniformity in status or 

position. All are to be cherished and loved, but some are worthy of double honor (1 

Tim. 5:1). Some are to be esteemed very highly in love for their work’s sake. Chris-

tian servants must work for their masters, even the cruel ones, with submissive, 

honest, zealous labor (1 Pet. 2:18-19). Believing masters must rule without harsh-

ness (Eph. 6:9). Paul does not call for the societal abolition of slavery, but tells Phi-

lemon to treat Onesimus like a brother, not a slave, thereby implicitly undermining 

the institution. 

 As we can see, a biblical theology of equality shows that equality is a word that 

cannot be used to mean the same thing in all contexts. Are humans equally in 

God’s image? Yes. Are humans equal? No: not in ability, intelligence, perceptive-

ness, appearance, or even opportunity. Some equality is good and should be fought 

for: equality before the law, and equal access to the Gospel. Some equality is im-

possible and is like chasing rainbows: equality of outcome for all, equal pay for all 

people, equal education for all aptitudes, equal roles for different sexes, ages, and 

abilities. 

 Some forms of equality are justice. Some forms of inequality require redress to 

obtain that justice. Some forms of inequality are not unjust; they are simply the 

form of creation. Some forms of enforced equality are unjust and produce the very 

opposite of what they claimed to pursue. ❖ 
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G 
reat quote from a pastor in the Middle East: the problem with following 

Jesus is that you can’t actually do it passively and invisibly. It seeps 

through your words and your actions. True Christianity cannot be  hidden 

or contained…Christianity is not just a set of beliefs; it is a lifestyle. Are you seep-

ing? 

The Weight and Wound of the Word 
By Ryan  

 

 The Bible is miraculously cohesive, but it is not uniform. Different portions were 

given for different purposes; distinct authors at distinct moments to distinct audi-

ences. 

 While many today look to the Bible for comfort or inspiration, an honest look at 

the Scriptures reveals that not all of it was given for these purposes. If we randomly 

dip a ladle into the depths of Ezekiel, the brew that emerges is more likely to be 

sharp than sweet. 

 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 

 Some—perhaps much—of the Bible was given not for our comfort but for 

our discomfort. The Scriptures are profitable for reproof and correction, after all; they 

provoke, unsettle, and rebuke us. Far from harsh, this is a sign of God’s love. It is 

damaging for our souls—indeed, for our humanity—to turn against God in rebel-

lion. The fact that he steers us away from sin and back to himself is evidence of his 

care. 

 In our efforts to soothe our troubled friends and not to cause offense, we often 

dull the blade of the Word. We wince and brace at the damage the wound may 

cause, so we soften the blow. In doing so, we strip the Bible of some of its power. 

 Some time ago I was listening to a preacher speak on a passage that touched on 

the dangers of riches. Predictably (and understandably), he included a few words 

about how money is not inherently evil, nor is it automatically sinful to be wealthy. 

Yet he said this so soon after the Scriptures were read that I fear their full force did 

not land. This is, unfortunately, not rare. 

 In that space after the reading of the Word, there is a window where the Holy 

Spirit often works to convict sinners. We dare not step in to bind up the holy 

wounds the Spirit has opened. Those wounds often lead to the salve of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. He did not come to heal the healthy, but the sick; he did not come to 

bind up the whole, but the injured. 

 We blunt the sharp tip of the piercing Word when we quickly say what it cannot 

mean. There should be a time both for clarification and for consulting other sources 

(both Biblical and extra-Biblical). But we must not clarify quickly at the expense of 

a plain rebuke that many people need to hear simply because we fear discomfort. 

 We must learn to sit with the weight and wound of a Bible passage. If we are 

shocked, offended, or rebuked by its obvious implications, that may be exactly the 

point. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 

Avant Ministries - Tulsa, Oklahoma 

The Lord’s loyal kindness never ceases;  
His compassions never end. 

They are fresh every morning; Your faithfulness is abundant! 
“My portion is the Lord,” I have said to myself, 

so I will put my hope in Him. 
Lamentations 3:22-24 

 
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

2 Corinthians 9:15 
 

Fifty years of His faithful grace! When I (John) was a young man the 
Lord was faithful to bring His long, continual pursuit of me to a major 
turning point that changed the directions of my heart and life. It was 
during the summer of 1971 as I was taking summer classes at Texas 
A&M and working in the laboratory of the Agricultural Engineering de-
partment that the Lord changed my understanding about the basis and 
assurance of His salvation for me. It occurred as another student ques-
tioned me regarding the basis of what confidence I might have should I die and stand before the Lord.  
 That summer my confidence shifted from the question of whether or not my faith and love was strong 
enough to save me, unto the joy of knowing firmly that Jesus’ death and His resurrection are totally sufficient 
for whatever trust I place in Him. The object of my confidence made the seismic shift from myself, unto 
Jesus alone – as the sole hope and only confidence for the forgiveness of my sins and for eternal life with 
my Creator. It is not who I am or what I do, but Who HE is and has done – HE is the only secure and sure 
basis for faith or confidence – now and eternally – Jesus IS the Savior!  
 With that shift of focus, my life also began to shift from the inside out. The new love and fresh interest in 
Jesus and a desire to learn of Him in the Scriptures began to form an attentiveness to His Word. Eventually 
He gradually led me to forsake my planned pursuit of being a college professor to that of being a pastor and 
shepherd. Thus, after graduation from A&M, seminary became my aim and as they say, “That’s the rest of 
the story.”  
 I now look back fifty years and I marvel at God’s grace and the faithfulness and the abundance of His 
grace in my life. He has faithfully and fully provided for me, my wife, our nine children without fail. I have 
been privileged to study God’s Word and share the marvels from such study with so many in so many plac-
es. The joy of participating in that which our Lord is doing in His world has been and is such a privilege.  
 Thus, this Thanksgiving and Christmas I cannot but say, THANK YOU LORD JESUS for Your humble 
incarnation, Your invincible life, Your loving sacrifice by crucifixion, Your living resurrected presence and 
thus the sure eternal hope of glory and fulness of joy with You! 
 And, of course, I do and must GIVE HIM THANKS for the so many of YOU whom He has used to carry 
me thus far towards glory – my Dad and Mom, my grandmother, my siblings and their spouses, my loving 
and patient wife, her dear family, my nine blessed children, the many, many Christian friends enjoyed at 
A&M, Dallas (seminary and church), Denver, Tulsa, Guatemala and around the world (in the many mission-
aries who serve Him). I am a man gladly confessing my total dependence upon our great God and Savior, 
and one also gratefully acknowledging my interdependence with His fellow children.  
 I also directly thank YOU for your faithful relationships with us these many years. Our Lord is good, His 
grace is sufficient, His faithfulness is unceasing – may this also be your personal confidence and peace – 
now and eternally. 
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Nursery December 19 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Mike & Elinor Morris 
 

Nursery December 26 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa & Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

Bible Reading Schedule  

December 2021 

     

  
1  Psalm 45-49 

  
2  Matthew 6-8 

  
3  Psalm 50-55 

  
4  Matthew 9-10 

  
5  Psalm 56-59 

  
6  Matthew 11-12 

  
7  Psalm 60-65 

  
8  Matt. 13-14:21 

  
9  Psalm 66-68 

  
10  Matt. 14:22-16 

  
11  Psalm 69-71 

  
12  Matthew 17-19 

  
13  Ps. 110; Is. 9:1-7;  11-12;  61:1-11; Heb. 1:1-2:1 

  
14  Ps. 110; Is. 9:1-7;  11-12;  61:1-11; Heb. 1:1-2:1 

  
15  Ps. 110; Is. 9:1-7;  11-12;  61:1-11; Heb. 1:1-2:1 

  
16  Ps. 110; Is. 9:1-7;  11-12;  61:1-11; Heb. 1:1-2:1 

  
17  John 1-2; Psalm 2 

  
18  Luke 1; Heb. 5:1-14 

  
19  Luke 2; Philippians 2:1-13 

  
20  Matt 1:18-3:16; Col. 1:1-28 

  
21  John 1-2; Ps. 2 

  
22  Luke 1; Hebrews 5:1-14 

  
23  Luke 2; Philippians 2:1-13 

  
24  Matt 1:18-3:16; Col. 1:1-28 

  
25  Is. 9:1-7; Luke 2; Phil. 2:1-13 

  
26  John 1-2; Psalm 2 

  
27  2 Peter 

  
28  2 Peter 

  
29  2 Peter 

  
30  2 Peter 

  
31  2 Peter 

Praise and Requests: 

• We rejoice that the numbers attending the 

Sunday in-person services at the Hispanic 
church are finally increasing again after COVID. 
We recently had a child dedication, a 
quinceañera (15th birthday) celebration, a 
profession of faith in Christ and a baptism - for 
all this we rejoice! 

• Please also pray for the trip of our Hispanic 

pastor, Emilio, to Mexico the week before 
Christmas to carry gifts provided by a church in 
Mississippi. The trip is to Rio Verde, Mexico 
and has been an on-going ministry for many 
years now for our church. Pray for safety and 
for fruitful spiritual impact and especially en-
couragement to the local pastors.  

• Gail's teaching is still quite demanding in prepa-

ration. She must develop individual education 
plans for each of the children and meet with a 
parent to go over these plans. Pray also for 
stamina and for the regular treatments to her 
back to be effective. Please also pray for an 
opening for our church to minister to these 
needy kids. A possible outreach plan is to invite 
them to the children’s Christmas program.  

• I continue to teach through the book of James 

on Wednesday evenings. Please pray that we 
will grow in our singularity of heart to love and 
obey our Lord and that we put our faith into 
practice in tangible ways. 

 
Yours, for Jesus’ sake, 
 

John and Gail Conner 



16  

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for December: Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday 

Christmas Caroling 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

Christmas Caroling 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

Friday 

Office Closed 

Christmas Eve Worship 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Tom Keller/Bob Dimmitt 
“Genesis”  Olde Bishop Wade Manse: Steve Posner 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers and PreK Room 25: Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
    Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200: John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt, Avalon DeLoach 


