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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Overflow Rooms 
The overflow rooms are reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain social         

distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. If you are not wearing a 
mask, please don’t use either room for a pass through. Thank you! 

 

Wednesday Night Activities 
We have postponed the start of our suppers until Wednesday, October 6.  

The menu entrée is still Chicken Fingers! Sign the list in the hall.  
It is also the first night of Awana, for kids aged three through sixth graders! 

Normal Bible Study this Wednesday, September 1! 
 
 

Joy Ladies and Saturate Program 
All ladies are invited to join the Joy Class to meet on Wednesday, September 1, at 9:00 

a.m. to stuff bags for the Saturate project. Pizza will be furnished for lunch. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Tom’s Senior Adult Bible Study will meet Thursday, September 2, at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

Olde Savannah City Mission 
Tom will be teaching and serving lunch at the Olde Savannah City Mission on Satur-

day, September 4. Let him know if you would like to help! 
 

Sunday Night Time Change 
We will have Evening Worship on Sunday, September 5, at 6:00 p.m. Please note the 

fall time change! 
 

Donaldsons’ 50th Anniversary Celebration! 
Jimmy and Janice Donaldson will celebrate 50 years of wedded 

bliss on Saturday, September 11, 2021! Their children are plan-

ning a party in the Fellowship Hall that afternoon, beginning at 
2:00 p.m., and everyone is invited. In order for them to proper-

ly prepare, please sign the list in the hallway if you plan to 
come, and provide your email address, as well! 

August  29 ,  2021  

continued on p. 4 
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August 29, 2021 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

John 15:8-11 
Pew Bible pp. 901-902 

 

Hymn #332, bulletin p. 5 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

Pew Bible p. 961 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“The Love of God” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 1 
Shawn Champion 

Pew Bible p. 448 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-10 
“O, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Giving 

1 Corinthians 16:1-4, Pew Bible p. 962 

1 Corinthians #113 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred Tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A.M. Notes 

Giving 
1 Corinthians #113 

1 Corinthians 16:1-4  
 

Three areas of stewardship: ____________, ____________, and ________________.  

These are probably the greatest resources the church has, and they must not be 

wasted.  

 

 

Romans 15:25-27  

 

Basic Principles 

 

Giving is an ___________________________________________________________  

 

Phil 4:14-20  

 

“spiritual sacrifices”  

We are to yield our _____________________________________________________  

 

the praise ______________________________________________________________  

 

Good _________________________________________________________________  

 

Lost __________________________________________________________________  

 

God has not promised to supply all our greeds.  

 

Giving should _________________________________________________________  

 

 

Giving was ____________________________________________________________  

 

 

Giving is to ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Money is to be _________________________________________________________ 

 

2 Cor 8:18-23  

 

 

Generally speaking, Christian giving is _____________________________________ 
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September: 
12 D-Group Launch Week: Unleashed, Part 1 
 

October: 
6 Suppers and Awana begin 5:45 p.m. 

24 D-Group Launch Week: Unleashed, Part 2 
 

November: 
14 Homecoming 
 

December: 
5 Visit from Carlos and Sandy Rios 

6-8 Senior Saints’ Myrtle Beach Trip 

8 Christmas Banquet 

 

Senior Saints’ Myrtle Beach Trip 
Tom Keller is organizing a trip to Myrtle Beach for December 6-8. The package in-

cludes two nights in a hotel, two breakfasts, two dinners, and two shows. More details 
and prices are forthcoming, and there is a signup sheet in the hall. Please sign up if you 

are at all interested! 
 

D-Group Launch Week is September 12! 
Study: Unleashed (Session 1 of 2) 

To wrap up the year, we'll be unleashing the transformative power of God in our lives 
with a book study by Eric Mason, Unleashed.  

 
The components of each week's study that you'll complete at home before coming to D-

Group are: 

• Daily Bible Reading Plan: ~1 chapter per day 

• Optional Podcast/Sermon: ~ 45 minutes 

• Questions: ~10 questions from the packet 

• Weekly Challenge: a practical response to what we've learned each week 

• Memory Verse: ~ 1-2 verses per week from Romans 5  

Contact the office ASAP if you would like to join a group! We have copies of Unleashed 

here in the office available for $10. 

continued from p. 1 
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Articles 
What should the elders do when they gather? 
Answer 

1. Pray for and care for one another, and pray for and discuss the spiritual state of 

every church member by name according to some system. This will ensure the 

elders are caring for all the flock (Acts 20:28). 

2. Spend time on the difficult cases. That is, they should care for the one sheep at 

risk who has begun to stray from the 99. This involves discussing and praying 

for the individual (Luke 15:4). It may also involve meeting with the at-risk 

sheep for prayer, encouragement, and sometimes warning. 

3. Discuss and pray over matters of general oversight within the church: staff is-

sues, the church’s budget, starting and stopping significant ministries, and so 

on. 

4. Pray over and discuss any particular needs and opportunities. What are some 

pressing burdens affecting the church as a whole right now? What are some 

upcoming opportunities that elders can prayerfully consider and plan for? 

5. Discuss and pray about men who could possibly be raised up as new elders. 

6. Discuss and develop a common mind on matters of practical theology, such as 

divorce and remarriage, dating and courtship, and so on. Elders should have a 

common position on disputed issues that have significant pastoral implications. 

7. Develop a common mind about ministry opportunities peculiar to a church’s 

resources and context. Is your congregation generally rich or poor? Literate or 

non-literate? Urban or rural? Think together about how to best minister in your 

particular context. 

8. In some way, pray for particular individuals in person who are sick or in need. 

Invite them to your meeting, counsel and encourage them, and pray for them in 

person (James 5:14). ❖ 

T 
here should be something about Christians (us) that the world can’t quite 

understand. I don’t mean that people would think of us as strange or weird 

but that they would certainly see something different about us. 

 Instead we kind of blend in. There’s nothing different about us. We are condi-

tioned to think, talk and believe in the way the culture encourages us to think, talk, 

and believe, but we forget that our culture isn’t a Biblical one. 

 As Christians we ought to feel some discontentment here. We ought to feel like 

this world is not our home. YET many of us do feel at home here, at home in our 

world and comfortable in what we have. 
The Martyr’s Oath 
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We Don’t Recover From Grief, and that’s Okay 
UNDERSTANDING GRIEF: ELEANOR HALEY 

 

 It’s important to clarify upfront that when we say we don’t recover from grief or experience 

“grief recovery”, we do NOT mean that we don’t recover from the intense pain of loss. It is 

important for all grieving people – despite their loss and experiences – to believe in the hope for 

healing. No one should expect to live with the anguish associated with acute grief forever. 

 Grief encompasses more than just pain. Over time grief changes shape and comes to hold 

space for many different experiences and emotions – some of these experiences may be painful 

– like a milestone or the anniversary of a loved one’s death – but some of them may be com-

forting – like warm memories and the enduring role that your loved one plays in your life. 

 
 

 I need to tell you that, in the face of significant loss, we don’t “recover” from 

grief. 

 Yes, I’m using the royal “we” because you and I are all a part of this club. 

 I also need to tell you that that not recovering from grief doesn’t doom you to a 

life of despair. Let me reassure you, there are millions of people living normal and 

purposeful lives while also experiencing ongoing grief. 

 All the things you’ve heard about getting over grief, going back to normal, and 

moving on – they are misrepresentations of what it means to love someone who has 

died. I’m sorry, I know us human-people appreciate things like closure and resolu-

tion, but this isn’t how grief goes. 

 This isn’t to say that “recovery” doesn’t have a place in grief – it’s simply ‘what’ 

we’re recovering from that needs to be redefined. To “recover” means to return to a 

normal state of health, mind, or strength, and as many would attest, when someone 

very significant dies, we never return to a pre-loss “normal”. The loss, the person 

who died, our grief – they all get integrated into our lives, and they profoundly 

change how we live and experience the world. 

 What will, hopefully, return to a general baseline is the level of intense emotion, 

stress, and distress that a person experiences in the weeks and months following 

their loss.  So perhaps we recover from the intense distress of grief, but we don’t 

recover from the grief itself. 

 Grief is one of those experiences you can never fully understand until you actual-

ly experience it and, until that time, all a person has to go on is what they’ve ob-

served and what they’ve been told. 

 The words we use to label and describe grief matter, and, in many ways, these 

words have been getting us into trouble for decades. In the context of grief, words 

like denial, detachment, unresolved, recovery, and acceptance (to name a few) 

could be interpreted many different ways and some of these interpretations offer 

false impressions and false promises. 

 Interestingly, when many of these words were first used by grief theorists starting 

in the early 20th century, their intent was to help describe grief.  I have no doubt that 

in the contexts in which they were working, these words and their operational defi-

nitions were useful and effective. It’s when these descriptions reach our broader so-

ciety without explanation or nuance, or when they are misapplied by those who 

position themselves as experts – that they go terribly awry. 
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 So going back to the beginning, we don’t recover from grief after the loss of some-

one significant.  Grief is born when someone significant dies – and as long as that 

person remains significant – grief will remain. 

 Ongoing grief is normal, not dysfunctional. It’s also not dysfunctional to experi-

ence unpleasant grief-related thoughts and emotions from time-to-time sometimes 

even years later. Humans are meant to experience both sides of the emotional spec-

trum – not just the warm and fuzzy half. As grieving people, this is especially true. 

Where there are things like love, appreciation, and fond memory, there will also be 

sadness, yearning, and pain. And though these experiences seem in opposition to 

one another, we can experience them all at the same time. 

 Sure, people may push you to stop feeling the pain, but this is misguided. If the 

pain always exists, it makes sense, because there will never come a day when you 

won’t wish for one more moment, one more conversation, one last hello, or one 

last goodbye. You learn to live with these wishes and you learn to accept that they 

won’t come true – not here on Earth – but you still wish for them. 

 Let me reassure you, experiencing pain doesn’t negate the potential for healing. 

With the comfort of God, prayer, constructive coping and support from your 

church family, the intensity of your distress will lessen and your healing will evolve 

over time. Though there will be many ups and downs, you should eventually reach 

a place where you’re having just as many good days as bad…and then perhaps 

more good days than bad…until one day you may find that your bad grief days are 

few and far between. 

 But the grief, it’s always there, like an old injury that aches when it rains.  And 

though this prospect may be scary in the early days of grief, I think in time you’ll 

find that you wouldn’t have it any other way. Grief (can be) an expression of 

love – Grief becomes a part of how we love a person despite their physical absence; 

it helps connect us to memories of the past; it bonds us with others through our 

shared humanity, and it helps provide perspective on our immense capacity for 

finding strength and wisdom in the most difficult of times. ❖ 

I 
f you take away God and the Bible the best one can hope for is expressed by 

neuroscientist V.S Ramachandran: “…it never ceases to amaze me that all the 

richness of our mental life—all our feelings, our emotions, our thoughts, our 

ambitions, our love lives, our religious sentiments and even what each of us regards 

as his or her own intimate private self-is simply the activity of these little specks of 

jelly in our heads, in our brains. There is nothing else.” Believing and thinking like 

this will put one in the deepest, darkest pit in which there is no escape and no hope-

this is true emptiness, I thank God I have been spared this view of life.  
Bob Dimmitt 

D 
eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the 

meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the 

compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah, 

the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of 

Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin. 
E. Draper 
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August 9, 2021 
 
Looking back:  

• We are grateful that at least a little bit of travel is now feasible.   

 Marti had a trip to Idaho in April for a weeklong workshop offered by the Missio Nexus Wom-

en's Development Track.  It was a good time of growing and connecting with other women in 
leadership roles.    

 We have been able to make a couple of trips all the way down into Georgia to visit some Afri-

can American friends and churches in the Atlanta area.  It is good to be developing friendships 
with some people God is really using. 

 Last month was a TEAM board meeting as well as TEAM's Annual Meeting.  The hoped-for 

venue was in Lancaster, PA.  However, continuing travel restrictions meant that many board 
members (Canadian, Indian, Ethiopian. Ecuadorian and even an Irishman working in New 
Zealand!) could not attend.  So, a few of us were there, including Marti and I, but most of the 
interaction was by video link.  It was a good board meeting and a good annual meeting.  We 
are grateful for the trajectory TEAM is on and look forward to what God will do in the coming 
year. 

• In April, Ray was able to teach a course in Missiology (the study of "missions") at Anderson Uni-

versity.  It was a great opportunity to challenge the next generation of global harvesters to prepare well 
for the task. 

• In June, NAAMC (National African American Missions Conference) had their large annual meet-

ing virtually again this year.  Largely as a result of Marti's work in the area of Diversity, TEAM and 
NAAMC have a growing relationship that is already proving fruitful - NAAMC's director now serves on 
TEAM's board. 

• We have been able to slow down a bit during the summer: 

 A trip to Destin, FL, to be with Marti's family as her brother, Leigh, and wife, Nancy, renewed 

their vows on their 35th anniversary. 

 A few days in St. Augustine catching up on history. 

 A couple of extra days in Lancaster checking out some more history.  

Looking ahead: 

• If travel and gathering restrictions permit, we will be traveling to Dallas in September.  Please 

pray for safe travels and good interactions in light of the rare face to face opportunities we have these 
days. 

 Missio Nexus has an annual gathering of mission leaders (this year, even with Covid it had to 

be capped at 1000!).  It will be a good time connecting with other workers seeking to see the 
good news spread around the world. 

 Also in Dallas, we will be visiting some new friends who are leading a ministry called "Sowing 

Seeds of Joy," a ministry to African American young people interested in training for minis-
try.  TEAM and SSOJ are growing closer as the relationship deepens, in fact Marti now serves 
on their advisory council. 

 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ray & Marty Williams 

TEAM - Anderson, SC 
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Nursery August 29 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Donna Martin, Barbara Mason, 
Susan Su 

Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Jim & Heather Schraeder 

 

Nursery September 5 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Caroline Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Toddlers - 4 yr olds: 

Amy Keller, Myri Hymon 

Bible Reading Schedule  

August/September 2021 

     

  29  2 Thessalonians 

  30  Judges 7-8 

  31  2 Thessalonians 

  1  Judges 9-10 

  2  Mark 1-3 

  3  Judges 11-13 

  4  Mark 4-5 

  5  Judges 14-16 

  6  Mark 6-7 

  7  Judges 17-19 

  8  Mark 8-9 

  9  Judges 20-21 

  10  Mark 10-11 

  11  Ruth 

  12  Mark 12-13 

  13  Ruth 

  14  Mark 14 

  15  Ruth 

  16  Mark 15-16 

  17  Ruth 

  18  Acts 1-3 

  19  Ruth 

  20  Acts 4-5 

  21  Job 1-3 

  22  Acts 6-8:3 

  23  Job 4-7 

  24  Acts 8:4-10 

  25  Job 8-10 

  26  Acts 11-13 

  27  Job 11-14 

  28  Acts 14-16 

 There is a couple living near Dallas that 

Marti was very close to in college days - 
she has not seen them in over 40 
years.  We will spend some time with them 
while we are there.  Great opportunity. 

• Marti will definitely be teaching in the area of 

women's ministry at Anderson University next 
year and Ray will likely teach a course or two as 
well.  There will definitely be some time devoted to 
preparation during the fall.  Pray for gathering of 
the materials and development of good presenta-
tion. 

• We are already looking forward to a time with 

a faithful partner church, Berachah Bible Church, 
during their missions emphasis week in Octo-
ber.  It is always good when we can be face to 
face with others who care about our world.  We 
are so grateful for our many partners who have 
been supporting our ministry for almost 37 
years!  (We left for Zimbabwe in 1984.) 
Also in October, TEAM will be attempting to have 
a face to face gathering of new appointees in 
Greensboro, NC.  Marti and I plan on attend-
ing.  Pray that we (TEAM) will have wisdom on 
whether to go ahead and how to manage the 
Covid potential.  
 
Thank you for your interest, support and encour-
agement for the work God has called us to.  We 
are blessed beyond anything we could have ex-
pected! 
 
God Bless You All! 
 

Ray & Marti   
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for August: Michael Kleinpeter, Napoleon Martin 

Lockup Deacons for September: Cole Morris, Kelly Stanford 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
 

Monday 

D-Group (Women’s) 10:00 a.m. 
 

Tuesday 

D-Groups (Men’s and Women’s) 6:30 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Joy Class: Packing Saturate Bags w/Lunch provided 12:00 p.m. 

Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Youth 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

D-Group (Women’s)  6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes and Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Genesis”  Olde Bishop Wade Manse: Steve Posner 
  

Children and Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford and Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers and PreK Room 25: Emily Wise and Kamee Roberson/ 
    Michael and Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade Room 200: John and Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


