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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Organ Side Overflow Room 
The overflow room on the organ side is reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain 

social distancing. If you would like to sit in the organ overflow room, you must wear a mask.  
The piano side is open to everyone. Thank you! 

 
 

Sunday Night Service Times Change Coming 

During the months of June, July, and August, our Sunday night worship services will 

meet at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Joy Class 
All women are invited for crafts and fellowship on Tuesday, May 25, at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Call Jeanie Groover at 224-2665 if you have any questions. 
 

Wednesday Night Bible Study and Youth Meeting 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall as Bob continues his study of Romans on Wednesday 

night, May 26, at 7:00 p.m. The Youth also meet at 7:00 in the OBWM next door. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, May 27, from 10:00 a.m.to 11:00 a.m. 
 

Attention, Graduates! 
We are recognizing you on Sunday, May 30, during evening worship. If you haven’t, 

email me a picture, where you are graduating from, and a few words about your plans! 

 

Office Closed 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, May 31, for Memorial Day. 

 

VBS - Mystery Island 
We are holding a live, in person, VBS this summer, June 21 - 25! You may register your 
child(ren) for our VBS online at fabc.myanswers.com/mystery-island/. 
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May 23, 2021 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 34:1-3 
Pew Bible pp. 463-464 

 

Hymn #449, bulletin p. 5 
“To God Be the Glory” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Bob Dimmitt 
Psalm 32:1-2 

Pew Bible p. 462 
 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“Jesus Strong and Kind” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 12:28-37 

Shawn Champion 
Pew Bible pp. 848-849 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“In Christ Alone” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Understanding Tongues, Part 9: 

A Final Word 

1 Corinthians 14:33-40, Pew Bible pp. 960-961 

1 Corinthians #101 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred Tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
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A.M. Notes  

Understanding Tongues, Part 9: 

A Final Word 

Corinthians #101 
1 Corinthians 14:33-40  
 

1 Timothy 2:11-15  
 

 
1 Timothy 2:15-This is one of the most difficult verses of the NT to interpret.  
 

 
(a) preserved (physically)  
 

 
(b) preserved (from insignificance)  

 
 
(c) saved through the ultimate childbirth 

 
 

(d) kept from the corruption of society 
 
 

 
 
 

The Corinthian believers were not to think of themselves as exclusive, independent 
interpreters or recipients of the Word of God.  

 
 
 

Verse 38 If anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. 
 

Recognize = agnoei-ignores-is in the 3rd person singular present active indicative. 
 
 

 
 
So what is the remedy to this? 
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June: 
1 Lifeline Screening 

21-25 VBS Mystery Island 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

28-7/1 D3 Youth Camp 

30 Children’s Choir Begins Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. 

July: 
14 Red Cross Blood Drive 

20 Savannah Bananas Game 

26-29 Children’s Camp 

November: 
14 Homecoming 

December: 
8 Christmas Banquet 

VBS Work Days 
Bob has graciously given us the thumbs up to substitute VBS work time for Wednesday 
night Bible study because he heard how wonderfully productive it was in 2019. So on 

June 2, at 6:00 p.m., we will have pizza and sides to eat before we begin assembling 

and/or inflating decorations, adding string to hanging items, painting, taping posters 
together, putting together the backdrop, making palm trees and more. If necessary, we 

will also work on June 9. Then on June 16, we will have our decoration party that will 

also begin with food. I know you will be a blessing to our VBS team again this year as 

you have been in the past. Thank you for faithfully serving the Children's Ministry with 

your amazing skills and talents! See you then! See VBS Prayer Requests on page 15. 
 

D3 Youth Camp 
D3 camp registration for our youth this year is $350: $300 for the camp, plus $50 to help 

offset travel costs. A deposit of $50 is due as soon as possible to reserve a spot. More 

service opportunities, like the work at the youth house, and reading assignments will be 
available to help offset your cost, as well. Talk to Shawn Champion if you have any 

questions. 

Camp Scholarships 

Each year we are blessed to have many children and teens who wish to   participate 

in our excellent summer camps. However, some of them are not able to come up 
with all the money for costs, and therefore we offer      need-based scholarships. 
Please consider contributing to our scholarship fund. Just mark it on the memo of 

your check, or on a pew envelope, if you use one. Please talk to Bob Dimmitt, Cin-
dy Wise, or Janice Donaldson if you have any questions about these scholarships. 
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Articles 
The Supreme Court Stands Up Again for Worship During the 

Pandemic 
Editors at National Review 
 

 Gavin Newsom’s bad 2021 got worse late last week when the U.S. Supreme Court, 

in South Bay United Pentecostal Church v. Newsom, issued emergency relief suspending Cal-

ifornia’s months-long ban on indoor religious services for violating the First Amend-

ment. California’s ban was the most sweeping in the country, and the Court was right to 
stand up for the right of Californians to worship. 

 The federal courts have mostly shown the proper respect, throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic, for allowing public-health decisions to be made primarily by state and local 

elected officials. States and local governments have broad police powers, are responsive 
to local conditions, are accountable directly to voters, and are charged with evaluating 

the advice of scientific experts and balancing that advice against other vital public inter-

ests such as individual and community liberty, equality, commerce, education, law en-

forcement, and mental health. 

 Deference to democracy, however, is never a blank check to override explicit constitu-
tional guarantees set forth in the Bill of Rights. Last we checked, the free exercise of 

religion is still one of those. Under longstanding precedent, states typically may enact 

religiously neutral, generally applicable laws without running afoul of the First Amend-

ment. But if a law that burdens religion is not generally applicable, it must satisfy “strict 
scrutiny,” i.e., it must be narrowly tailored to promote a compelling government interest 

using the least restrictive means available. 

 Newsom’s ban on all indoor worship gatherings of any size or spacing, while allowing 

Hollywood to continue indoor film and television production, is neither generally appli-

cable nor narrowly tailored. 

 California argued that the state’s good weather made it feasible for services to be held 

outdoors. Never mind that the ban applied even during winter storms over the Christ-

mas holidays, or that not every faith considers outdoor services to be an adequate substi-
tute for gatherings in their sacred spaces. The state argued that worship is problematic 

because it may involve singing, never mind that the entertainment industry appeared not 

to fear enforcement of the singing ban. 

 All of this was too much even for Chief Justice John Roberts, who joined the ruling 

against Newsom after having dissented when the Court struck down Andrew Cuomo’s 
church-capacity restrictions in November. Roberts, who often decides whether to defer 

to the elected branches based on whether he believes they have done their homework, 

found Newsom’s ban too blunt an instrument: “The State’s present determination — 

that the maximum number of adherents who can safely worship in the most cavernous 
cathedral is zero — appears to reflect not expertise or discretion, but instead insufficient 

appreciation or consideration of the interests at stake.” 

 We share Justice Neil Gorsuch’s concern that “it is too late . . . to defend extreme 

measures with claims of temporary exigency” where states have been “playing favorites” 
and “moving the goalposts on pandemic-related sacrifices for months, adopting new 

benchmarks that always seem to put restoration of liberty just around the corner.” Revis-

iting those measures as more of the public is vaccinated should mostly be the job of the 

political branches, but there is a role for the courts where the Constitution’s fundamental 
guarantees are at issue. 
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 It is heartening, in a climate of elite skepticism of religious liberty, to see the Court 

not only reach the right results but demonstrate a vigorous commitment to revisiting the 

question as many times as is necessary to get the point across. ❖ 
 

Supreme Court Halts San Jose, California Ban on Indoor 

Church Services 
Steven Ertelt 

 
 The Supreme Court has issued another victory for religious freedom and churches 

fighting ban or limits on church services during the COVID pandemic. 

 The United States Supreme Court granted emergency relief to five churches challeng-

ing Santa Clara County’s public health orders which ban indoor church services. Up 
until this ruling, the San Francisco Bay Area county was the only place in the nation 

which set places of worship at a 0% capacity for such services. 

 Last week the churches first sought an emergency stay in the Ninth Circuit, but that 

request was denied by the three-judge panel hearing motions. Lawyers for the churches 
filed an application for an emergency writ of injunction with Justice Elena Kagan who 

is assigned to the West Coast for emergency motions. Justice Kagan ordered the County 

to file a response and then referred the matter to the entire Court which sat in confer-

ence today. 
 In a 6-3 decision, the high court granted the relief. The Supreme Court handed down 

another win for the First Amendment by ordering that California may not arbitrarily 

prohibit churches from holding indoor services while other similarly situated institutions 

remain open. 

  “We are pleased that churches in this county will be unlocked this Sunday after being 
closed for indoor services for the better part of a year,” said PJI president, Brad Dacus. 

 Senator Ben Sasse, a member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, told LifeNews after 

the ruling that he was pleased the nation’s highest court again ruled in favor of religious 

freedom. 
 “Gavin Newsom can get a reservation at The French Laundry but he can’t rewrite the 

First Amendment. States that intentionally target religious liberty have been slapped 

down by the courts again and again. The message is clear: this pandemic doesn’t rewrite 

the Constitution,” he said. 
 Earlier this month, the Supreme Court issued an injunction stopping California’s ban 

on indoor worship in churches, synagogues, and other houses of worship, that it 

claimed were dangerous because of the coronavirus. 

 But Santa Clara had argued that its temporary ban on indoor gatherings of any kind 
including worship services should be allowed to stand. 

 In the prior ruling, the Court ruled in two cases, South Bay United Pentecostal 

Church v. Newsom and Harvest Rock Church v. Newsom. Both churches sued California 
Governor Gavin Newsom, challenging the state’s total ban on indoor worship services—the most 

extreme in the nation—which targeted churches for closure while allowing non-essential retail 
stores such as Macy’s to open to hundreds of customers, as well as hair salons, nail salons, and 

Hollywood soundstages. 

 In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme Court enjoined California from enforcing the total ban 

on worship in the “Blueprint’s” Tier 1 pending disposition of the case at the Ninth Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals and a petition for writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court. A ma-

jority held that instead of the total ban, California may impose a 25 percent building 

capacity limit in Tier 1.  
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 Chief Justice John Roberts wrote that “federal courts owe significant deference to 

politically accountable officials” when it comes to public health restrictions, but he said 

deference “has its limits.” 
 Roberts wrote that California’s determination “that the maximum number of adher-

ents who can safely worship in the most cavernous cathedral is zero—appears to reflect 

not expertise or discretion, but instead insufficient appreciation or consideration of the 

interests at stake.” 

 He went on to state that the Constitution “entrusts the protection of the people’s 

rights to the Judiciary—not despite judges being shielded by life tenure, … but because 

they are. Deference, though broad, has its limits.” 

 The Justices wrote several opinions in addition to the Court’s order. Justice Gorsuch, 
joined by Justices Thomas and Alito, pointing out that California was the only state in 

the country with a complete ban on indoor worship. Justice Gorsuch also stated that 

“California no longer asks its movie studios, malls, and manicurists to wait.” 

 “As this crisis enters its second year—and hovers over a second Lent, a second Passo-
ver, and a second Ramadan—it is too late for the State to defend extreme measures with 

claims of temporary exigency, if it ever could,” Gorsuch wrote. 

 The court left the ban on singing and chanting in place but Justices Thomas, Gorsuch, 

and Alito would have overturned that ban as well. While the Court wrote several times 

that the churches may present additional evidence of the discriminatory treatment on 
the singing and chanting ban, Justice Gorsuch noted that California exempts music and 

TV production for the entertainment industry where singing is permitted. He noted that 

California’s scheme is confusing, and that on this record, he would hold that against the 

state and enjoin the ban on singing and chanting in places of worship. 
 Justice Gorsuch, joined by Thomas and Alito, wrote: “Today’s order should have 

been needless; the lower courts in these cases should have followed the extensive guid-

ance this Court already gave.” 

 Previously, some states imposed numerical caps on indoor worship, regardless of the 

size of the house of worship, while allowing businesses to open to a percentage of their 

capacity. On the night before Thanksgiving 2020, the Supreme Court struck down New 

York Governor Cuomo’s 10- and 25-person caps on religious worship. The Supreme 

Court’s decision today found California’s policies in violation of precedent set 
in Agudath Israel and its companion case, Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn v. 

Cuomo. 

 Liberty Counsel Founder and Chairman Mat Staver said, “Finally, Governor Gavin 

Newsom’s total ban on worship has come to an end. A pandemic is no excuse for vio-
lating the Constitution. Until today, California imposed the most severe restrictions on 

places of worship. Not anymore. We will continue to press this case until religious free-

dom is totally restored.” 

 “California had no right to declare itself a religion-free zone,” said Eric 

Rassbach, vice president and senior counsel at Becket. “When every other state in the 
country has figured out a way to both allow worship and protect the public health, may-

be you are doing it wrong. We are glad this extreme violation of our first freedom has 

finally come to an end.” 

 “When it comes to First Amendment rights, courts should not rubber-stamp public 
health restrictions,” added Rassbach. “That is especially so as we near the one-year an-

niversary of the lockdown orders. Instead, courts should carefully balance the right to 

worship and public health.” ❖ 
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Walz loses in court, settles with churches 
Bill Walsh 
 

 For the first time since invoking emergency orders, Gov. Tim Walz (Minnesota) lost 

a court battle challenging his emergency powers, specifically his orders limiting church 

worship services, treating them differently than grocery stores, retail outlets and sports 
venues. The Upper Midwest Law Center (UMWLC) prevailed in federal court this 

week on behalf of Northland Baptist Church and Living Word Christian Center against 

the state’s motion to dismiss the case on March 30, 2021. After losing their motion to 

dismiss, Attorney General Keith Ellison and Walz decided to settle the case, meaning 
current and future emergency orders can no longer discriminate against churches on 

capacity limits. 

 Acting as our benevolent leader, Walz will likely announce later today that churches 

will be allowed to open to full capacity because his administration has made so much 
progress on vaccinations and mitigation efforts. But make no mistake about it — any 

relaxation of church capacity is court ordered. 

 Here is the full UWMLC press release: 
 

UMLC’s Church Clients Obtain Legal Settlement From Walz Administration Prohibiting Any Different Treat-
ment Of Minnesota Houses Of Worship In Any COVID-19 “Emergency” Orders 
 

(Golden Valley, MN) On May 5, 2021, Governor Walz and Attorney General Ellison agreed to settle the 
claims of Northland Baptist Church and Living Word Christian Center in the Upper Midwest Law Center’s 
(UMLC) lawsuit against the discriminatory treatment of churches and other houses of worship by promising 
that any “Emergency” COVID Orders would treat all houses of worship the same as grocery and retail out-
lets, sports and entertainment venues. 
 This significant constitutional victory was made possible when Federal Judge Wilhelmina M. Wright sus-
tained the claims of Northland Baptist Church & Living Word Christian Center against the State’s motion to 
dismiss on March 30, 2021. This meant that the case would proceed to discovery and trial, with the State’s 
COVID Orders subject to the strictest scrutiny by the Court. The Administration knew they could not prevail 
in that trial, while UMLC looked forward to winning the lawsuit. This settlement was the result. 
 UMLC President, Doug Seaton, stated that: “One very noteworthy feature of this settlement is that it fol-
lowed the first decision by any court to reject Governor Walz and Attorney General Ellison’s defense of their 
Orders. No other Minnesota plaintiff has been successful in defeating the Attorney General’s motions to 
dismiss on these claims, even in part. This decision and now the settlement will protect Minnesotans of faith 
and, we hope, in the end, Minnesota business owners as well, from the oppressive government action repre-
sented by the discriminatory and irrational elements of the Emergency Orders.” 
 The settlement also preserves the right of appeal by UMLC’s business plaintiffs in this case. Judge Wright 
dismissed their claims, but the settlement provides for our appeal of the denial of these equal protection and 
takings claims to the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, which we believe will reinstate these claims, too. 
 Commenting on the decision and settlement, Pastor John Bruski of Northland Baptist Church, said: “I am 
relieved that, finally, the federal court has validated our claims and denied the efforts of the Governor and 
Attorney General to prevent us from proving that these Emergency Orders are unconstitutional infringe-
ments on our rights to assemble and worship. The settlement represents a vindication of the Constitutional 
rights of all churches and other houses of worship.” 
 UMLC Senior Trial Counsel, James V. F. Dickey, added that: “All Minnesotans should be encouraged that 
their religious freedoms are protected by the U.S. Constitution and that there is no ‘pandemic exception’ to 
the First Amendment allowing our state officials to prevent them from assembling and worshipping free of 
discriminatory and irrational restrictions. Following appeal, we believe that UMLC ‘s business clients will also 
be free of these government abuses.” 
 

Upper Midwest Law Center is a non-profit, public interest law firm with the mission to initi-

ate pro-freedom litigation to protect against constitutional violations, government overreach, 

special interest agendas and public union corruption and abuses. UMLC is a 501(c)(3) organi-

zation. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Good News Jail & Prison Ministry 

Pakistan & Tyumen, Russia 

For many years, we have been supporting jail chaplains 

working in several different countries. We received a sum-

mary report from one field which contained this testimony 
of a prisoner who was ministered to by one of “our” chap-

lains.  

 

 I’m Muslim, married with 3 sons. I worked for a 
plastic furniture company. My colleague and I were 

dealers; delivering goods and receiving the funds. When 

we saw money in thousands on a daily basis that we 

had to hand over to the cashier, we thought they earn a lot and pay very low. One 
day my colleague and I decided not to turn in the money but to make up a story 

instead. I was not a good man. I drank, beat my wife and now I was headed to pris-

on for fraud.  

 In prison, one day I was sitting in a sad mood when a Christian man said our 
Pastor is here and will see you. I don’t know why I went. I forgot that I hate Chris-

tians just like other Muslims. The man was preaching on John 8:32-36 “And you 

shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free...” I shouted at him but he 

was calm and treated me very patiently. I was frustrated when I went back to my 

cell and said I would not see him again but two days later he was back and I was 
with the others to hear him. After some time I could not stop myself to confess that 

I love Him Who died for me, whose love is for me and who always cares for me. 

Now I know the truth and I feel bad for my past. Chaplain Shakeel is helping me to 

grow in my faith and to become a strong believer so I can be strong with my family 
and share the Lord with them. I believe God will teach me. I plan to go into prison 

work when I get out in a short time. 

 

 We also support 6 chaplains in Russia—Tyumen. 
The director there is Armen Mkrtumyan. 

 
Please pray for: 

 

1. The boldness and safety of these chaplains in this 

country hostile to Christianity. 

2. The inmates’ willingness to meet with these chaplains. 
3. This particular inmate to follow through to work with 

others in the prison. 

4. God’s provision for this man’s family, and that they 

would come to know Christ through his testimony 
5. Armen in Tyumen. Several projects in the works there are A/V equipment for a 

prayer room, repair of chaplain vehicles, and medicine for some inmates. 
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Nursery May 23 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa & Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

 

Nursery May 30 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Donna Martin, Barbara Mason, Susan Su 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Jim & Heather Schraeder 

Bible Reading Schedule  

May 2021 

     

  1  1 Peter 

  2  Jeremiah 23-26 

  3  1 Peter 

  4  Jeremiah 27-30 

  5  1 Peter 

  6  Jeremiah 31-34 

  7  1 Peter 

  8  Jeremiah 35-39 

  9  1 Peter 

  10  Jeremiah 40-46 

  11  1 Peter 

  12  Jeremiah 47-49 

  13  1 Peter 

  14  Jeremiah 50-52 

  15  1 Peter 

  16  Lamentations 1-3 

  17  1 Peter 

  18  Lamentations 4-5 

  19  1 Peter 

  20  Ezekiel 1-5 

  21  1 Peter 

  22  Ezekiel 6-10 

  23  1 Peter 

  24  Ezekiel 11-15 

  25  1 Peter 

  26  Ezekiel 16-18 

  27  1 Peter 

  28  Ezekiel 19-21 

  29  1 Peter 

  30  Ezekiel 22-24 

  31  1 Peter 

 
VBS Prayer Requests for this Week: 
 
Please pray: 
 
1) Most of all God will be pleased, glorified, 
exalted and blessed by our VBS  

2) For registration to go smoothly now and 
especially Monday of VBS  

3) Our missions offering will be a blessing to 
our missionary and it will be the most we've 
ever collected. 

4) We are thankful for all the workers we 
have in place. Pray that, as always, they will be 
enthusiastic, excited, loving and sensitive to the 
children’s needs. Also that nothing hinders 
them from being at VBS each day. 

5) For Cindy as Director: wisdom, creativity, 
strength, endurance, good use of time; physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual protection  

6) For the health and safety of all children 
who attend and adults who serve. 

7) For the leaders of each area: for wisdom, 
good health, joy, and endurance. 

 
Thank you for lifting up these requests ...you 
are a blessing to us! 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for May: Jay Rowe, Kelly Stanford 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

Monday 

D-Group (Women’s) 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday 

Ladies’ Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 

D-Group (2 groups, Men’s and Women’s) 6:30 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study in Fellowship Hall: “Romans”  7:00 p.m. 

Youth 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study   10:00 a.m. 

D-Group (2 groups, Women’s)  5:30 & 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Genesis”  Olde Bishop Wade Manse: Steve Posner 

New Members Room 28: Tom Keller 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 

3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


