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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Masks Only in Overflow Room 
The overflow rooms are reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain 
social distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask. 

If you do not have a mask, there are extras in the foyer. If you are not wearing a mask, 

do not sit in the overflow rooms and do not use the overflow rooms as a pass 

through. No exceptions. Thank you! 
 

Evening Worship Tonight! 
Come back tonight for evening worship at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The gather-

ing is a little less formal, and includes more music, a time of prayer, and a testimony. 
Join us! 
 

Live Stream Bible Study 
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, February 24, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob 

Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at 

www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, February 25. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live 

on YouTube. 
 

D-Group: New Session Starting Soon 
Two classes have been enjoying our women’s Bible study with D-Group. Please contact 

Jessica Dimmitt or Savannah Martin if you are interested in joining an upcoming ses-

sion.  
 

Usher Ministry 
We are reorganizing the Usher Ministry. Please contact the office if you are interested in 

serving. We need two men each Sunday morning for now. 
 

Give Us Your Suggestions! 
The Olde Bishop Wade Manse at 10032 Ferguson Avenue needs a name! It is already 
being used for Sunday School and Bible studies, and the youth may start using it soon. 

This should be fun, so get your creative juices going and submit a suggestion. 

February 21,  2021 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com


2  

February 21, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Revelation 19:1 
 

Children’s Choir 
“Love Never Fails” 

Words to follow along on p. 8 
 

Hymn #442, bulletin p. 4 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 

Steve Posner 
Revelation 22:3-5 

 

Hymn #258, bulletin p. 5 
“He Hideth My Soul” 

 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 8:22-30 

Bob Dimmitt 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6-7 
“Isaiah 43” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

WOL (Way of Living), Part 8 

1 Corinthians 13:13, 1 Corinthians #91 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred Tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
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A.M. Notes  

WOL (Way of Living), Part 8 

1 Corinthians #91 

1 Corinthians 13:13  
 
Why and how is love the greatest of these? Better yet, what is the quality of this 
love?  

 
 
The most significant revelation of God’s grace and God’s love ever given is the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 
 
Jünrgen Moltmann: Agape, the paradoxical love of the cross, is a sign of both di-

vine judgment and divine mercy.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In Buddhism, religion is a quest for inner peace, a peace that is apparent in special 

holy persons. In Christianity, true religion is a witness—to what God has already 
done for us and for the whole world in the suffering, death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
Our worth, our significance, our status all derive from God and depend completely 

upon God.  
 
 

 
Our love for both God and neighbor is a sign of God’s love for us. 

 
 
 

There is joy in service to our neighbor but we do not serve our neighbor in order to 
find joy and happiness.  
 
 
 

Agape love proceeds outward, whether the other person responds or not. 
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Love Never Fails (I Corinthians 13:1-8) 
 

Love is patient, love is kind, never jealous proud or rude. 

Love does not demand its way, forgets the wrongs that others do. 
Love is sad about injustice, but rejoices when the truth prevails. 

Love protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. 

Love never fails. 

 

But if I spoke any language in heaven or on earth, 

If I didn’t love, how much would that be worth? 

My words would make no sense,  
Like cymbals making noise. 

If I didn’t love, who’d want to hear my voice? 

 

Love is patient, love is kind, never jealous proud or rude. 

Love does not demand its way, forgets the wrongs that others do. 

Love is sad about injustice, but rejoices when the truth prevails. 

Love protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. 
Love never fails. 

 

And I could have the faith  

To make a mountain move. 

What good would that do, if I didn’t love? 

 

Love is patient, love is kind, never jealous proud or rude. 
Love does not demand its way, forgets the wrongs that others do. 

Love is sad about injustice, but rejoices when the truth prevails. 

Love protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. 

Love never fails. 

Love never fails. 

Love never fails. 
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Articles 
Critical Race Theory: Is it Christian? First Principles 

(Part 3) 
By Owen Strachan 

 

 In part one we reviewed “first principles” from a Christian vision of ethnicity; in 
part two we took a look at CRT. A question remains: is CRT a system that Chris-

tians should embrace? CRT advocates, after all, see real failings in American socie-
ty and culture. Is the system of thought and activism they have generated the bibli-
cal answer to sin of various kinds? In what follows, we see that CRT is not Chris-

tian, and should not be embraced by Christians.  

 First, CRT tweaks the doctrine of humanity, losing sight of the imago dei as 

our constituent identity. The image of God is the ground of our positive anthropo-

logical unity as a human race. As I argue extensively in Reenchanting Humanity, 

God made the man in his image and made the woman from the man’s rib (Genesis 
1 and 2). As a result, both the man and the woman and all their offspring bear the 
image of God. Every person is thus fully human per the image. It is true that image-

bearers oppress one another, but Christianity does not begin with a system of power 

as that which orders our conception of humanity. Rather, we begin with unity, uni-
ty grounded in who God made us to be, and who we are even in our post-fall 

world. 
 We are not fundamentally disunited, then, but united by our common theistic 
formation. Sin scrambles this unity, yes, but it endures nonetheless. Humanity is 

not fundamentally different, but fundamentally alike. CRT leaves little room for 
this commitment, and for meaningful promotion of it across people groups, back-

grounds, and experiences. The formative note in CRT is not of fundamental anthro-
pological unity, but fundamental anthropological difference. For this reason, unity 
is very hard to achieve, even when in practical terms many people live together in 

relative unity and peace. 

 Second, CRT edits federal headship, making our constitutive identity our skin 

color as part of a larger group. The Scripture sees humanity in Adam. He is the 

first image-bearer, and we are all part of the race of which he is the first person. He 

is the head of the human race, in other words. He is not an isolated being, merely 
the first human, but is rather our representative in Eden. We all fall in him; we are 
not victims of his fall, therefore, but are fellow criminals with him. His fall is our 

fall. 
 This means that our primary natural identity is in Adam. Christ does not come to 
solve the various problems of various socioethnic groups, as if his atonement ap-

plies uniquely to a Swiss person in a way it does not to a Japanese person. Our fun-
damental degenerative unity is in Adam as sinners, and our fundamental regenera-

tive identity is in Christ as redeemed. These are the two core groups of the human 
race. Are we in Adam, and thus lost and damned forever, or are we in Christ, and 
thus saved and bound for the New Jerusalem? God has made us diverse people in 

https://www.amazon.com/Reenchanting-Humanity-Theology-Owen-Strachan/dp/1527105024/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=reenchanting+humanity&qid=1566833073&s=gateway&sr=8-1
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terms of ethnicity; this is not a negative reality, but is to his glory. Our Trinitarian 
God, living unity in living diversity, fills the earth with diverse peoples. Our diversi-

ty becomes a wall in Babylon, this is true, but nonetheless the peoples of earth re-
tain their identity in Adam, and may find true and truly supernatural identity in 

Christ. 
 Neither Adamic nor Christic headship obviates or obliterates ethnic distinctive-
ness. God loves the diversity of his creation. Nonetheless the Scriptures does not 

present us with many federal heads, but with two. We are either in Adam or in 
Christ. Coming to faith in Christ in no way entails erasing our background or eth-
nicity, but it does entail seeing our purpose and meaning and self-conception as 

found in Christ and Christ alone. 

 Third, CRT promotes a new system of associational unrighteousness and per-

formative righteousness. CRT does not present us with the biblical problem faced 

by humanity: our sin, which occasions God’s just justice. CRT gives us a new ma-

jor problem: unfairly distributed power based on societally-founded inequities. 
Therefore, instead of proclaiming the cross of Christ as the means of our uplift, 
CRT offers the solution of power rebalancing. This occurs when “privileged” peo-

ple “check” their unfair advantages bestowed upon them by a fundamentally ineq-
uitable body politic. 

 They must also be silent; as Henry Louis Gates, Jr. said some years back, “speech 
codes kill critique.” Free speech is therefore chilled and then lost in different set-
tings as those without privilege step forward, thus righting the major wrong out-

lined above. (Much free speech today is called “hate speech,” for which in a CRT 
framework there is little defense, for truth is narrativized and traditional legal docu-

ments like the Constitution and Bill of Rights are outmoded, having been formed in 
unjust eras of history.) 
 We should observe at this point that we are in dangerous territory. To recast our 

major problem is to also lose sight of our one biblical solution. We are not unright-
eous in Adam per CRT; we are unrighteous, effectively, if we are part of a privi-
leged group, a status we carry by virtue of our background and skin color. We may 

become righteous not through justifying faith grounded in the person and work of 
Christ, but through performing acts of cultural repentance, by “checking our privi-

lege.” This is a works-based system. It presents humanity with a different problem 
than that laid out in Scripture, and it summons humanity to a different system of 
righteousness than that declared in Scripture. 

 It is of course true that racists and ethnocentrists must repent of such sin, and 
reject it completely. But this commitment, the outworking of the gospel in a sinner’s 

life, is different than CRT. CRT does not suggest that racism and ethnocentrism are 
elements of sinfulness; CRT identifies such failings as our essential problem. This is 
a cultural hamartiology (doctrine of sin) with a cultural and political soteriology 

(doctrine of salvation). It thus creates real division in the body of Christ, effectively 
pulling people apart who have been made one new man by the blood of Jesus (Eph. 
2:11-22). Instead of seeing ourselves as united to one another in Christ, we see our-

selves as alienated. We thus bear antipathy to one another, and to fellow human 
beings, simply because of their skin color or ethnicity or background. 

 Fourth, CRT posits cultural change as our telos (ultimate aim), not the salva-

tion of sinners through Christ. As we can see, CRT does not make any positive 
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case for the faith once for all delivered to the saints. CRT is about cultural and polit-
ical change. It accomplishes its ends through changing minds, but also through 

changing laws. 
 The law, and basic institutional structures throughout society, needs to be re-

envisioned according to CRT. The law has heretofore supported inequity. The law 
needs reformulating such that it is not a tool of retributive justice—rendering to 
each what they deserve—but a tool of distributive justice, reapportioning privilege 

to those without it. Said differently, the fundamental concern of the law is not to 
apply justice proportionate to human actions, but to enact justice based on cultural 
considerations. This is a thoroughgoing revision of the law. 

 We can quickly note that minority groups have been discriminated against in 
many cases in history, in some cases in terrible numbers. Further, law enforcement 

must be held accountable, and police officers who err should be disciplined like any 
other person. Nonetheless, if we relinquish the law and demonize law enforcement, 
we descend into anarchy. We create an unstable society. We wrong many who will 

now live without justice, and who will be preyed upon by the weak. 
 But it is not enough according to CRT to redo the law. We must also call for the 

awareness of collective guilt, and collective repentance. “White” people, as noted 
above, are collectively guilty for the wrongs of other “white” people. In response, 
they should apologize, confess the wrongs of their forebears, and perform private 

and public works of repentance. We note on this point that the New Testament in 
no way assigns such responsibilities to any person; we are not called to repent for 
what our grandfather or grandmother did, but for what we have done. In the early 

church, Jew and Gentile were not to hold one another responsible for the past 
wrongs of their descendants; they were called to embrace the power of the gospel, 

and become a family by the blood of Christ, a family whose bond and allegiance 
trumps any earthly association, however deep, however historic. ❖ 
 

How to Know if One is Abiding in Christ 
by Mike Ratliff 

 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, 
so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If 
anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather 
them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words 
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved 
Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will 
abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 

John 15:4-10 (NASB)  

 
 For the first 20 or so years of my walk I was in a very immature spiritual state. I 
was utterly convinced during that time that my worth as a disciple depended upon 

my performance, my learning, my obedience. With that mind-set it was a very hor-
rible experience at times since I was on a roller coaster ride of obedience and back-
sliding. What amazed me during that period was that I was looked at as one of the 
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more mature believers at our church. I knew better. That all changed as God drew 
me into the light and drastically changed that ‘mind-set.’ It was as I learned and 

held to the truth that our salvation is all according to God’s will not ours that I be-
gan to have peace and freedom. He chose us according to the good pleasure of His 

will, not according to our abilities or any other inherent attribute we may have. 
With this remaking of my mind-set came the ending of that cycle of obedience and 
backsliding. It was as if it had been put to death. 

 During that immature period of my Christian walk I thought that I was abiding in 
Christ while I was obedient, but not abiding while I was backsliding. That was a 
misconception on my part for those who abide in Christ are those who remain in 

Him. All genuine believers abide. The Greek word translated as “abide” in John 15 
and 1 John 4 is menõ.” It means “to remain” or “to dwell.” In John 15 the com-

mand to abide in Christ is in aorist tense, imperative mood, and active voice, how-
ever, the description of our abiding such as in v5 (he who abides in Me and I in him, he 

bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.) is a present active participle. 

This means it is describing continual repeated action. However, present participles 
are used to signify action that is contemporaneous with the leading verb in the 

phrase. What is the leading verb in this passage?  There is only one verb in this pas-
sage and it is translated as “bears” in the NASB. The KJV translates this verb as 

“bringeth forth.” This Greek word is pherō.” It means “to bear” or “to bring” or “to 

sustain” or “to uphold.” It is used in the NT several ways, but in this context it is 
referring to bearing the fruit that is “the fruit” of abiding in Christ. 
 We are commanded to abide in Christ. Those who do remain in Him because 

Christ abides in them do bear much fruit. The believer does not produce this fruit. 
The believer abides and bears the fruit that comes from abiding. Remember the vine 
is Christ. We are the branches. The branches bear the fruit that the vine produces. 

How do we know that this fruit is not our doing? How do we know if we are really 
abiding in Christ? Remember, those who abide are genuine Christians while those 

who are not genuine do not abide. There are three proofs that we can look at that 
show if we are truly abiding in Him. 
 
13 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spir-
it. 1 John 4:13 (NASB)  

 
 The first proof is that we have the Holy Spirit. How do we know if we have the 

Holy Spirit? Notice that John does not say that it is our experience of the Spirit, but 
the objective reality of the presence of the Spirit in our lives. Also notice that John 
says Jesus “has given us of his Spirit “. Jesus does not give us an impersonal force, or 

another spirit like His. He gives us a share in His very own Spirit. We belong to 

Him because we share in His spirit–the very same Spirit that He has. So our assur-
ance comes from who God is and what He has done, not from what we do or have 
done. Do you see how imperative it is for our assurance to be based on what God 

has done and who He is rather than in ourselves and what we have done? 
 
14 We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 1 John 
4:14-15 (NASB)  
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 We know if we are abiding in Christ by the objective reality of our confession that 
we believe in the Apostolic testimony of Christ. Again, do you see how our genu-

ineness is not based in what we have produced, but in the fact that we believe the 
veracity of the Gospel? We must never forget that the unregenerate DO NOT be-

lieve this. None of us did until God regenerated us, giving us living faith so that we 
were able to believe. Those who believe confess that Jesus is the Son of God. This is 
more than just saying one believes it. This is actually believing and confessing it, 

which is a product of abiding in Christ through the supernatural work of the living 
faith given to us at salvation. 
 
16 We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and 
the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 1 John 4:16 (NASB)  

 
 We know if we are abiding in Christ if we have an active love, which stems from 

faith in God. Again, this is that saving faith, that supernatural faith that was a gift 
from God (Ephesians 2:8-9) at our salvation. All who have this faith abide in love. 

This is agapē, which is not a form of love that any human can produce. This comes 

from God alone. He produces it in those who abide in Christ. 
 The affects of walking in these truths are truly liberating my brethren. 
 
17 By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; 
because as He is, so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts 
out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love. 19 
We love, because He first loved us. 1 John 4:17-19 (NASB)  

 
 When we walk in these truths we have confidence in the Day of Judgment. We 

no longer fear what is coming. We look forward to being with our Lord forever. We 
know that our sins are forgiven because of what God has done through the cross. 
All who are in Christ have been saved from the penalty for their sins. We are free 

from fear of God as judge. We see Him as our Father in Heaven, our Savior, and 
our helper who walks with us day by day. Yes, we must still walk in that reverential 

awe in the understanding that we are to be obedient to all of our Lord’s commands. 
We learn to rejoice in His love and because we have the Holy Spirit we also are 
being conformed unto the image of Christ and so are able to love with the same 

love of the one who loved us while we were unlovable. 
 My brethren let us turn from any notion that our salvation and our abiding come 
from our own abilities and actions. We are in God’s hands so let us simply love one 

another in obedience as we bear the fruit He produces through us. Yes, the world 
will never understand this and many professing Christians will scoff and sneer, but 

that is okay. Our focus must be on Christ and His will as we walk in these truths. ❖ 

G 
reat quote from a pastor in the Middle East: the problem with following 
Jesus is that you can’t actually do it passively and invisibly. It seeps 

through your words and your actions. True Christianity cannot be  hidden 
or contained…Christianity is not just a set of beliefs; it is a lifestyle. Are you seep-

ing? 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Arnold & Mary Ann Fruchtenbaum 

Ariel Ministries - San Antonio, TX 

Ariel Ministries was created by Arnold to evangelize 
and disciple Jewish brethren through Bible, theology 

and solid doctrine. Over the years, Ariel Ministries has 
spread their Messianic Centers throughout various cities 

in the U.S., Canada, and Israel. Missionary, Bible and 
Prophetic Conferences are held in churches and schools 
all over the U.S. and the world where the focus is un-

derstanding the Word from a Jewish perspective. Camp 
Shoshanah is a learning facility that Ariel Ministries 
runs as a Bible training and discipleship program taught 

from a Jewish perspective for Jewish and Gentile believ-
ers. Visit their website at: www.ariel.org.  

For the Fruchtenbaums: 
Praise Reports 

• Mary Ann has been suffering from a bad bladder infection but is beginning to 
recover. 

• We have received a very positive response, from all around the world, to help 
care for Mary Ann’s needs. 

• I have finished my work on the first four chapters of my commentary on Ro-
mans. 

Prayer Requests 

• Continue to pray for the completion of my work on the commentary on Ro-
mans. 

• Please pray for my weeklong conference at the Rio Grande Bible Institute. 

• Also pray for my engagements in the San Antonio area. 
 
For the Home Office in San Antonio: 
Praise Reports 

• Praise the Lord for good response to the end of year sale. Every purchase of 
Ariel books helps support the work of Ariel Ministry. 

• We thank the Lord for the many who continue to generously give to the work 
of Ariel Ministries even through these difficult times. 

• We thank the Lord for His grace in keeping the Home Office staff from 
COVID infections so far. 

• Praise the Lord that one board member who contracted an infection has fully 
recovered. 

• Praise the Lord for Cathi Hubbard (new executive assistant) who provides great 
support for the director. 
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Nursery February 21 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Mike & Elinor Morris 

 

Nursery February 28 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Lisa & Addisyn Rowe 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter 

Bible Reading Schedule  

February 2021 

     

  1  Exodus 11-13 

  2  Philippians  

  3  Exodus 14-16 

  4  Philippians 

  5  Exodus 17-20 

  6  Philippians 

  7  Exodus 21-23 

  8  Philippians 

  9  Exodus 24-26 

  10  Philippians 

  11  Exodus 27-29 

  12  Philippians 

  13  Exodus 30-32 

  14  Philippians 

  15  Exodus 33-35 

  16  Philippians 

  17  Exodus 36-38 

  18  Philippians 

  19  Exodus 39-40 

  20  Philippians 

  21  1 Samuel 1-4 

  22  Philippians 

  23  1 Samuel 5-10 

  24  Philippians 

  25  1 Samuel 11-15 

  26  Philippians 

  27  1 Samuel 16-19 

  28  James 

Prayer Requests 

• Continue to pray for wisdom as we 
work with our web developer to 
make improvements and significant 

upgrades to the website during Janu-
ary and February. 

• Pray for continued protection from 
infection for each person working in 

the Home Office and especially for 
Dr. Fruchtenbaum as he travels. 

• Pray for encouragement and provi-
sion for the many who are support-

ing the ministry while themselves 
struggling with needs during the 
economic slowdown resulting from 

the pandemic. 

• Please pray that the Lord would 
touch hearts to raise up additional 
partners to share in the work 

through their prayer and giving. 

• Please continue to pray for wisdom 
for the five Ariel Board members in 
the work they do behind the scenes 

to provide leadership and direction 
to the ministry. 

• Pray for our two graphic artists as 
they seek to provide inspiring art-

work for the magazine, books, ad-
vertising, and other needs. 
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For Hearing Impaired 

If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for February: Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship: Meeting & Live Stream  10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: Romans, Live Stream only 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study: Meeting & Live Stream  10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
Various Topics  Youth House: Steve Posner 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


