Fe b r u ar y 14, 20 21

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue ❖ Savannah, Georgia 31406
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Masks Only in Overflow Room
The overflow rooms are reserved for those wearing masks who also prefer to maintain
social distancing. If you would like to sit in the overflow room, you must wear a mask.
If you do not have a mask, there are extras in the foyer. If you are not wearing a mask,
do not sit in the overflow rooms and do not use the overflow rooms as a pass
through. No exceptions. Thank you!

Senior Saints’ Valentine’s Day Luncheon
The Senior Saints will celebrate Valentine’s Day together today, Sunday, February 14,
at 12:00 p.m., after morning worship, in the Fellowship Hall.

Live Stream Bible Study
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, February 17, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob
Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream

Senior Saints’ Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, February 18. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live
on YouTube.

Deacons’ Retreat
The deacons will have their retreat February 19-20. Let any of them know if there is
something you would like for them to discuss.

D-Group: New Session Starting Soon
Two classes have been enjoying our women’s Bible study with D-Group. We have one
meeting left of our current session, and another six-week session begins the week of February 14. Please contact Jessica Dimmitt or Savannah Martin if you are interested in
joining this or any other upcoming session.

Usher Ministry
We are reorganizing the Usher Ministry. Please contact the office if you are interested in
serving. We need two men each Sunday morning for now.

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Church Phone:
912-355-0949
Elder
office@fabchurch.com
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com www.fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Februar y 14, 2021
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
1 John 4:9-10
Hymn, bulletin p. 4
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”

Prayer of General Confession
Tom Keller
Psalm 2:12

Hymn, bulletin p. 5
“He Will Hold Me Fast”

Scripture Reading
Mark 8:11-21
Steve Posner
Hymn #40, bulletin p. 6
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

WOL (Way of Living), Part 7
1 Corinthians 13:8-13, 1 Corinthians #90

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred Tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A. M . N ot es
WOL (Way of Living), Part 7
1 Corinthians #90
1 Corinthians 13:8-13
But when perfection comes (when the perfect comes, when that which is perfect is
come), the imperfect disappears… The Greek word is telion, which may mean complete, mature or perfect.

Our knowledge this side of glory is a riddle; things are puzzling to us.
Many things puzzle us as Christians. Why sin? Why suffering?
For example: We don’t see how God is using trials ___________________________
We don’t see how a struggle ______________________________________________
We don’t see how our simple _____________________________________________
We don’t see the fears ___________________________________________________
We don’t know why _____________________________________________________

First, it is time to put aside _______________________________________________
Second, we should see that we need _______________________________________
Third, we should be looking past the _______________________________________
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Articles
Critical Race Theory: Is it Christian? First Principles
(Part 2)
By Owen Strachan
In part one, we charted our first principles on this general subject. In this section,
we seek to sketch—the core commitments and ideas of CRT.
At its core, CRT is a system of thought that advocates for the reorientation of
both worldview and world. Our current order is based, to a significant degree, on
unjust foundations grounded in white privilege and systemic racism. We live in a
racist world, therefore, where major policy decisions inhibit people of color in a
societal way and “microaggressions” do the same at the personal level.
Power Politics and Power Principles
CRT leans heavily on power dynamics, viewing society as the allotment of power
and culture as the argument funding that allotment. In this sense CRT has resonance with a Marxist framework, for each sees the world in terms of power dynamics and unjust institutional structures. The Marxist critique is primarily economic
(though it has profound theological and philosophical import), while the CRT critique is primarily racial (though it too is impactful across the board). The systems
are not precisely the same, but do surely overlap in many troubling ways.
The person who leans into CRT will see the world in a newly sensitive way, it is
said. In many cases, the embrace of CRT works together with an embrace of intersectionality, the argument that diverse minority groups of “race,” class, sexuality,
physical disability, and gender have intersecting interests given their shared powerlessness. This recognition leads into “identity politics,” the practice of advancing a
given group’s cause based on the lack of public support for that which they represent.
“Social justice” occurs when such groups are given agency they previously did
not have and thus led, effectively, to the head of the societal line. Those who become “woke” are those who awake to the need for intersectional justice such that
these different groups are given the cultural voice and societal power they have been
denied. (As a quick aside, it is true that people can be wronged in different ways per
the intersectional observation, but noting this truth does not entail the necessity of
adopting intersectionality as a prism or solution.)
For those who read the world theologically, CRT thus offers a theological system
of sorts. Our major problem is “whiteness,” understood mainly as a mentality, our
intellectual aim is to gain critical awareness of the inequities of our world, our solution is to right the power imbalances in our institutions by advancing the interests of
disadvantaged groups, and the ultimate end of such work is a just society in which
division is rooted out. Theology is a key term to use in analyzing CRT, much as
CRT may seem distant at first blush from theology. This is a movement of liberation from oppression, oppression that is meted out at the level of law and policy,
and at the level of personal interaction in even uncomprehended ways.
As we can see, CRT is a blend of both argument and narrative. On the one hand,
it is driven by the stories of oppressed people; on the other, it is an argument about
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the nature and structure of our world. Those who engage CRT in different ways
will find that CRT is presented as personally true, but also has all the trappings of a
system of thought (which means Christians must test it as with any such system). It
is not wrong, though, to see CRT as directed at activism; though an argument, it is
not so much a full-blown philosophy as it is a collection of ideas aimed at social
and cultural transformation, transformation that is driven by activism.
CRT, Postmodernity, and Collective Guilt
CRT has much in consonance, we see, with postmodern thought. Postmodernity—emphasizes truth, but truth in a personalized and thus relative way: “my truth”
and “your truth”. Yet late-stage postmodernism is a curious thing, for even as it
narrativizes truth (makes it personal and not absolute, that is), it also views some
personalized truths as more needful than others. The personalized truth of historically disadvantaged people, in other words, takes precedence over the personalized
truth of historically privileged people. Past powerlessness effectively functions as
the determinant of whose truth norms the truth of others (per Neil Shenvi, CRT is
dependent on standpoint epistemology, which emphasizes our social appropriation
of truth, even as it professes belief in absolute truth). We note carefully at this point
that CRT assumes that disadvantaged groups have an inherent right to power; there
is no absolute metaphysical standard by which to measure power claims, then, but
rather a social or cultural standard. This is a noteworthy point for those who hold
to the Christian faith, which is a system of absolute, all-systems-norming, truth.
By this line of reasoning we come to understand why CRT lays certain expectations at the feet of certain groups. CRT divides people into different groups, and not
only holds privileged peoples responsible for righting current wrongs, but also holds
those same privileged peoples responsible for righting past wrongs. People who have
seeming affinity with past oppressors—buying into “whiteness” which usually people (especially men) with “white” skin innately do—are asked or ordered to repent
for past wrongs. Here again we note the strongly theological cast of CRT and its
body of language. “White” people, for example, are encouraged to offer collective
confession and repentance for the wrongs of “white” people who lived decades or
even hundreds of years prior. Such a perspective depends upon the view that shared
skin pigment, without respect to ethnicity, social class, education, upbringing, economic ability, family, religion, spirituality, repentance, change, personal experience, or other factors, is the determinant of participation in past oppression.
To put this more simply: if white people did it 100 years, white people today are
guilty for it. They have associational guilt by virtue of their skin pigmentation (or
their mindset). Not only do they have guilt, they should repent of the actions of past
peoples. Not only should they repent, but they should take active steps to reorder
their individual life and their community and country to atone for past wrongs. Not
only should they take such steps, but they should strongly consider the issuing of
reparations to the descendants of unprivileged peoples. Not only should reparations
be issued, but the law should be recast, such that legal matters are not fundamentally about righting wrongs and encoding morality, but about the restructuring of society to make it equable and fair, with privilege and power redistributed. Justice per
CRT is not retributive; it is distributive, and it is oriented per its leading theorists to
a secular and quite possibly utopian end.
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Hard Questions for CRT
Moving from the analytical to the personal, what does all this mean, say, for the
average person? Let’s take an average “white” person in the Midwest. Here again,
CRT makes no major effort to distinguish one “white” person from another; it thus
is in grave danger of falling prey to the same view that wronged so many people of
color in past days in the West, that is, to racial essentialism. The “white” person
from the Midwest—let’s say this person is a man—is the inheritor of great privilege.
This person should, per CRT, repent of whiteness, repent of toxic masculinity (by
virtue of being a man in solidarity with all men), repent of microaggressions committed unknowingly against unprivileged peoples, repent of the past wrongs of
white people, and so on.
CRT, we see, makes little effort to understand the person as an individual, a
unique and complex individual both made in God’s image yet fallen in Adam. This
particular person in question may not have a richly developed understanding of the
American past, or the experiences of different groups in history, and definitely does
have real sin and prejudice to deal with in spiritual terms. However, it is potentially
problematic to view this person in monolithic terms. Are all white people the same?
Are all men toxic? Does the Bible allow for such views?
For example, playing this out a bit, is the experience of a “white” abolitionist the
same as that of a “white” plantation owner? Are those two figures equally guilty if
both have “white” skin? In terms of one’s lineage, if a descendant of a Holocaust
survivor meets the descendant of a Nazi commandant, are the fates and identities
and spiritual destinies of these two people fixed by their differing genes and families? Does the poor “white” person in rural Maine born into abject poverty, lost in
opioid addiction, benefit from privilege the same way as a “white” Mainer born
into wealth? Is the one born into wealth in some form guilty for that accident of
birth—is it wrong, inherently, to enjoy some form of what is called “privilege”?
Again, taking into biblical warnings about the danger of the love of riches, does the
Bible teach that wealthy people are worse—are more wicked by nature—than nonwealthy people? What about wealthy people who are minorities and inherited tens
of millions of dollars—how should we understand “privilege” in their case?
These questions are not “gotcha” questions. They are real, and they must be
asked. Yet this bevy of queries only begins to scratch the surface of the difficulties
inherent in classing people by their skin color. Yet CRT offers just such a
worldview. It is in fundamental terms a worldview that thus comprehends real human conditions, differences of experience at the most basic level, and that offers a
system of thought and activism by which to address them. Many can understand
why CRT would catch traction in historical terms, for America as one example did
harbor real racial sin in past ages, whether the antebellum or postbellum eras, all
the way up the Civil Rights Era.
Further, racism and ethnocentrism are sins that have no place in the Christian
worldview. Like every major sinful temptation, these problems have not “gone
away”; you cannot legislate sin out of existence in this fallen world. We must fight
racism and ethnocentrism until the end of the age, even as we must avoid replacing
the sinful prejudice of previous eras with a new one that threatens to compromise
union with Christ—and unity with one another. ❖
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Missionary of the Week
Kris & Nina Brackett
Grace Ministries International - Croatia
The Bracketts serve in Krapina, Croatia. Here are excerpts from their prayer letter from January 21:
Greetings in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ! It
has been a busy last few months, despite Croatia’s stricter measures due to COVID. The numbers have been on
the downward trend and we hope they will ease up on the
measures that will give us more freedom to do everyday
life.
Emanuel Baptist Church has been meeting as usual
with minor changes due to social distancing and limitations required by the government. In November, we had a baptism service with 4 young people. It is always
a time of rejoicing when the younger generation decides to identify with Christ’s church. In December, we
hosted the annual Women’s Christmas party with 4 guests. And our church celebrated Christmas with a
special service and music where our girls were able to take part.
Thanks a great deal to some of you who provided the funds for our girls to come, Gracie and Gaby were
able to spend the holidays with us, despite facing some uncertainties. We enjoyed their short visit and took
advantage of the lockdown to just spend most days at home enjoying some family time. It was the best
Christmas gift for us, the parents, as we realize these precious times with our girls are going to be less frequent as they get older.
A week ago, we celebrated our 25th anniversary as husband and wife. We rejoice at the gift of a good
marriage from our faithful Lord. It is because of His work in our lives that we can take great delight in our life
together for a quarter of a century now. May He grant us many more years of growing old together and
serving Him side by side.
At the end of December, a major earthquake registering at 6.4 hit a town south of us. We felt it and realized as soon as it happened that there would be extensive damage.The buildings here are mostly made of
bricks and not earthquake-prepared. There are a few Baptist churches pastored by friends who are affected
by the devastation. If you would like to give toward helping local churches and believers to recover from this
devastating event you can do so at https://www.gracechurch.org/krapina.
We love Christmas, despite the stress and commercialization. We love the time together with family and
the emphasis on generosity; but most of all, we love the focus on the coming of the Eternal God and Prince
of Peace to this earth to save sinners. The story of Christmas captures our hearts and engages our minds in
the amazing readiness of the Eternal God to condescend to sinners in order to save them. But once Christmas is over, it is not uncommon for me to spend some time at the beginning of the year thinking about and
studying the Second Coming of Christ. This is a subject that the church speaks about too little and longs for
too weakly. In my opinion, the church in general simply does not think and talk about, and delight in the
promise of Christ’s Second Coming. As we look at the world and the year past, I found myself needing this
doctrine more than ever.
I shared with our church in Krapina at the beginning of the year five reasons why we should think and talk
about the Second Coming more often. I thought it might be of some encouragement to you as well. I am
including some of the Scripture references that speak of the blessed hope (Titus 2:11-14) that Christ could
come for the church at any moment. We should think more often of this because:
1. The Coming of Christ will be a time of faith becoming sight and of knowing Christ without our sin (1
John 3:2).
2. The Coming of Christ will be a time of relief and reward (2 Thess 1:5-7; Revelation 19:1-6).
3. The Coming of Christ will be a time of perfect justice (2 Thess 1:5-7; Isaiah 42:1-4).
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Nursery February 14

Bible Reading Schedule

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker

February 2021

1

Exodus 11-13

2

Philippians

3

Exodus 14-16

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Mike & Elinor Morris

4

Philippians

5

Exodus 17-20

6

Philippians

7

Exodus 21-23

The Coming of Christ will be a time of fulfilled
promises and salvation for the nation of Israel
(Romans 11:25-27).
5. And finally, we should think more often of the
Coming of Christ because we are on the clock
(1 Cor 15:58; John 9:4).
I hope this is encouraging to you as you seek to live
for Christ in a new year. May our prayer be like that
of the early church – Lord, come quickly!
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Philippians

9

Exodus 24-26

Nursery February 21

4.

Kris & Nina Brackett



Praises & Prayer Requests:
1. Praise the Lord for all the ministries EBC and
TBA were able to accomplish despite the Covid
restrictions since the fall. We praise the Lord
for the baptism of four young people. Pray that
many will seek the Lord as they contemplate
the reality of life and death during these tumultuous times.
2. We are thankful that despite the extensive
damage from the earthquake, there has not
been a loss of life among our brothers and
sisters in Christ in the affected areas. Pray for
our church as we seek to serve them in tangible ways.
3. TBA will begin the spring semester in the beginning of February. Pray for our students,
especially those who are on the last semester
of their study.
4. We praise the Lord for the opportunity to have
Gracie and Gaby at home for the holidays.
Pray with us as they continue to navigate adulthood away from us. We are thankful that they
are doing well, thriving in their school and
work, and highly involved in their churches.
5. We are thankful for celebrating 25 years of
marriage! The Lord is good to us!
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Philippians

11

Exodus 27-29

12

Philippians

13

Exodus 30-32

14

Philippians

15

Exodus 33-35

16

Philippians

17

Exodus 36-38

18

Philippians

19

Exodus 39-40

20

Philippians

21

1 Samuel 1-4

22

Philippians

23

1 Samuel 5-10

24

Philippians

25

1 Samuel 11-15

26

Philippians

27

1 Samuel 16-19

28

James
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This Week at FABC
Today
Sunday School
Morning Worship: Meeting & Live Stream
Senior Saints’ Valentine Lunch

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study: Romans, Live Stream only

7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Senior Saints’ Bible Study: Meeting & Live Stream

10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions
Adult
“Psalms”
Various Topics

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
Youth House: Steve Posner

Children & Students
Babies
Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges
Toddlers & PreK
Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/
Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys
Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls
Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt

Lockup Deacons for February:

Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.



Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
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