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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, February 9, at 7:00 p.m. The deacons will have their retreat February 19-20. 

Let any of them know if there is something you would like for them to discuss. 
 

Live Stream Bible Study 
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, February 10, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob 

Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at 

www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, February 11. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live 

on YouTube. 
 

Senior Saints’ Valentine’s Day Luncheon 
The Senior Saints will celebrate Valentine’s Day together on Sunday, February 14, at 

12:00 p.m., after morning worship. You will receive an email with a link to the sign up 

page tomorrow. Please sign up by Saturday, February 13, via the link, or call Dawn in 

the office, and she can help you sign up. 
 

Prayer Page on Website 
The prayer page is up and running at www.fabchurch.com/prayer. You can submit a 

prayer request on our Submit Prayer Request page. You can view prayer requests that 

have been submitted online via our password-protected (fabc) Prayer Needs page.  
 

D-Group: New Session Starting Soon 
Two classes have been enjoying our women’s Bible study with D-Group. We have one 

meeting left of our current session, and another six-week session begins the week of Feb-

ruary 14. Please contact Jessica Dimmitt or Savannah Martin if you are interested in 

joining this or any other upcoming session. The six-week commitment to one session 
isn’t very long and you will know quickly if you will benefit from it and want to contin-

ue (spoiler alert: you will benefit, and you will probably want to continue). Check their 

website at mydgroup.org to find out more! Next session, one group will meet on Tues-

day and one on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. Class lasts precisely two hours. 

February 7 ,  2021 

FABC Elders 
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mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com/prayer
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February 7, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Colossians 3:16-17 
 

Hymn #55, bulletin p. 4 
“Come, Christians, Join to Sing” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Bob Dimmitt 

Titus 3:3-7 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“His Mercy Is More” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 8:1-10 

Robert Holland 
 

Hymn #228, bulletin p. 6 
“My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
WOL (Way of Living), Part 6 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 1 Corinthians #89 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred Tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
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A.M. Notes  

WOL (Way of Living), Part 6 

1 Corinthians #89 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7  
 

Verse 6 - Love does not find pleasure in hearing others accused of sin, and in hav-

ing it proved that they have committed it. … It does not desire that an enemy or a 
slanderer should do evil, or should disgrace and ruin himself.  
 

Verse 7-AMP-Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to 

believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures 

everything [without weakening].  

 

four things which can always be expected from genuine love.  

• Love always bears up under adversity (“bears all things”). 

• Love “patiently accepts all things”  

• Love “always supports”  

• Love “never gives up”  
 

The Greek term “bears” employed by Paul has two senses: It means originally 
‘cover over,’ … then, ‘contain as a vessel.’ From this two metaphorical uses of the 

word are derived, either of which may be here adopted: 

1) that love hides or is silent about the faults of others 

2) that love bears without resentment injuries inflicted by others 

 

 
 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Gifts are a means God uses to show His presence and love until we see Him face to 
face.  
 

 
 

Regardless as to where you fall in regard to your belief about the continuation of 
the more spectacular gifts - Paul’s argument is that we ought not to seek primarily 
that which is imperfect and obscure and which shall soon vanish away, but that we 

should rather seek love which is permanent and eternal. 
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Articles 
Critical Race Theory: Is it Christian? First Principles 

(Part 1) 
By Owen Strachan 

 
 In recent years, a serious discussion has taken place around the subject of race. Vari-

ous events in American public life have prompted and informed dimensions of this dis-
cussion, including some events that have shocked and saddened many. Thankfully, 

within Christian circles, many believers seem to have a common desire to work for unity 

along ethnic lines. But there is considerable discussion, and even disagreement, about 

how best to do so. 
 The worldview called critical race theory (CRT) has gained some traction in this dis-

cussion. It is argued by some that CRT is a system of thought that Christians can sup-

port in some measure, using it as a prism by which to see the world and (therefore) gain 

vital insights about it. There is a good deal of debate about CRT among believers, and 
not a little disagreement about what it means to engage it. Some seem to mean that we 

can interface with CRT the same way we can any philosophical system, analyzing it in 

service of a thoroughgoing critique, while others seem to mean something more. They 

advocate for viewing CRT as a philosophy that helps explain our current situation in 

societal and even ecclesial terms. 
 In the middle of these views, I suspect, are many unsettled people, not a little con-

fused by the terms, the issues, and the broader significance of the respective positions. 

They want unity in Christ, they have a genuine desire for the demonstration of that uni-

ty, but they are unsure about different elements of the conversation in question. Friends 
who agree about much end up disagreeing over CRT, suffice it to say, with not a little 

cloudiness in the conversation. This four-part interaction is an attempt to bring some 

clarity to these matters.  

 Before we analyze CRT as a system and offer a seven-point critique, let’s think about 
our first principles. 

 
1st Principles: We Are Unyieldingly Anti-Racism and Pro-Christ 

 CRT engages, at base, the problems of racism and ethnocentrism in the West. We 

should all engage such matters, and should think carefully and biblically about them. At 
the outset of this discussion, we should be abundantly clear: racism and ethnocentrism 

are real and historical sins. They have not caused a little bit of division; across the entire 

world, in all eras of history, these iniquities have caused great pain and suffering. 

 This recognition hits uncomfortably close to home for the church. Even believers, 
including some whose teaching in numerous areas we rightly esteem, have gotten mat-

ters wrong here. There are historical figures we rightly admire in different areas that 

supported slavery, segregation, and policies that deny the fullness of the reality of the 

imago dei in people of color. We make no effort to whitewash or ignore these historical 

failings, nor to downplay the necessity of fighting ethnocentrism and racism wherever 
such sins rear their head. We note this even as we give thanks for major societal and 

cultural progress in the West over the last two centuries, and as we reject the view that 

we should offhandedly “cancel” engagement of gospel-loving theologians who show 

evidence of sinful thinking and acting. 
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 We have much to say as the church about these issues. The person and work of Jesus 

Christ is the Bible’s answer to division of every kind. We should be careful not to read 

the Pauline distinction between Jew and Gentile in ethnic terms, primarily, but we do 
also note that these groups were alienated from one another. In his atoning death, Jesus 

made “one new man” of the two groups (Eph. 2:15). If the cross of Christ has overcome 

the propulsive hostility between Jew and Gentile, it has overcome all other such divid-

ing walls, shattering them, bringing them down by cruciform power made effectual fol-

lowing the resurrection. 

 Justifying faith grounded in Christ’s cross leaves us with no ultimate separation be-

tween once-balkanized people. In Christ, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, man nor 

woman, slave nor free (Gal. 3:28). Paul does not mean we collapse into anthropological 
ooze in our moment of justification; he does mean we are now united by the most pow-

erful force there is in the cosmos, the love of God activated by the grace of God. 

 
The Beauty of the Local Church 

 This beautiful vision takes real shape in one key institution: the local church, which is 
called as much as it can to represent the diversity of the universal church. God does not 

want us to be united spiritually without any clear demonstration of this unity. God 

wants us to come together in local churches united around biblical doctrine and an-

chored salvifically in the gospel of grace. Once we join the local church, we seek to do 
all we can to make good on the unity Christ has already secured. We build friendships 

with people we have nothing in common with outside of our common Savior, a cruci-

fied Middle-Eastern Jew by background who began a truly global movement of the gos-

pel. 
 This point matters greatly and is often under-discussed. Millennia before America 

became an evangelical hub, the gospel spread like wildfire in the Middle East, Asia, 

Africa, and beyond. Those who see Christian influence and theology as “Western” need 

to do their historical homework; that is far from the truth. We have been a global move-

ment from day one. For this reason, we are not forced into a false choice between loving 

diversity and disavowing secular theories; instead, we should celebrate diversity and 

work in common-sense, non-alarmist ways to honor our unity in Christ in institutional 

terms while, in obedience to Colossians 2:8, steadfastly refusing to allow any worldly 

philosophy to take us captive. 
 Real divisions remain in our world and many of us long for the day when our global 

body is one. Until that day, we cannot ourselves refigure our communities into ideally 

diverse settings, but we can demonstrate to the world through our vibrant fellowship 

that nothing unites like the blood of Christ. The local church is intended by God to 
thwart the wisdom of the world. It should show—as much as it can per its surroundings, 

an important nuance—that worldly unity is not true unity. Strong as it may feel, it is 

ultimately no more than temporary affinity. The love of God is what truly connects, 

truly links, truly overcomes real sin and real division. As much as Christ loves his blood
-bought people, so Satan hates the body, hates its unity in Christ’s cross, and works tire-

lessly to undermine it. We must remember that the “one new man” is ever in danger of 

attack, for Satan hates nothing more on this earth than our unity in—and union with—

the Son of God. 
 This is nothing less than God’s plan for overcoming natural divisions, animosity, and 

hatred in fleshly, ecclesial form. But we can say more than this: the local church, the 

foretaste of the gathered church in all eternity, is positively how God displays that his 

gospel is a gospel of love, the strongest force in the cosmos, stronger than Satan, strong-

er than generational hatred, stronger than sin, stronger than hell. ❖ 
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COVID-19: Living by Probabilities or Providence? 
by Mike Emlet 
 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is making statisticians of us all. Perhaps you, like me, have investigated where 
you fall in the mortality-by-age charts. I’m 58 and, at least on the graphics presented last week, if I contract 
the virus my probability of death is somewhere around 1.3% (likely higher since the 60-69-year-old age 
group sits at 4.6%). Unfortunately, that number bumps up even a bit more due to an underlying health condi-
tion I have that is associated with a worse prognosis. Still, my 86-year-old mother fares far worse on the 
charts. How about you? 
 Are you tempted, if you’re young and healthy, to breathe a sigh of relief? To think, with a sense of opti-
mism, “Even if I get the virus, I’ll be OK”? Perhaps you find the current social distancing policies somewhat 
draconian and are just itching for life to get back to normal. 
 Are you tempted, if you’re older and less healthy, to live each day with dread, wondering which object or 
person may bring illness to your doorstep? Are you resigned to the belief “If I get the virus, I won’t survive”? 
Perhaps you find the social distancing policies reassuring, but insufficient, and you’re attempting self-
quarantine, still wondering if it will be enough. 
 Let me say, dear brothers and sisters, we shouldn’t find either our safety—or our doom—in numbers, 
statistics, and risk profiles. Scripture turns our gaze elsewhere: 
 

• The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. (Ps 23:1) 

• Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. (Ps 124:8) 

• All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. (Ps 139:16) 

• The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. (Prov 16:33) 

• Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. (Matt 10:29) 

• And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. (Rom 8:28) 

• And he [Christ] is before all things, and in him all things hold together. (Col 1:17) 

• He [Jesus the Son] is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he up-
holds the universe by the word of his power. (Heb 1:3) 

 

Sit with these glorious realities for a minute. Read through them slowly. Let them soak into your soul. We 
don’t live by probabilities and chance. We live under the loving, wise, and sovereign rule of our Creator and 
Redeemer God. The result of that is true hope, which steers clear of both a naïve optimism or a resigned 
pessimism. 
 Many years ago, one of my seminary professors was diagnosed with cancer. He was quoted an 85% five-
year survival rate with treatment, which he undertook. I remember him remarking, “Well, I don’t know about 
those numbers. I’d say my odds are either 100% or 0%. If the Lord wills, I will be here in five years. If not, I 
will be with him in five years.” Rather than putting his hope on a relatively encouraging 85%, or focusing on 
that still substantial 15% risk, he entrusted himself to the One who would keep him safe, body and soul, no 
matter what was to come. 
 I will close with the Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer #27, which I’ve always found reassuring 
and reorienting. All the more so now: 
 

Q. What do you understand by the providence of God? 
 

A. Providence is the almighty and ever present power of God by which he upholds, as with his hand, heaven 
and earth and all creatures, 
and so rules them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, food and drink, health and 
sickness, prosperity and poverty—all things, in fact, come to us not by chance but from his fatherly hand. 
 

 Nothing is by chance. Everything comes to us by our Father’s loving and wise hand. Don’t live in these 
trying times unduly focused on impersonal probabilities, statistics, and risk assessments. They will prove to 
be an unstable foundation for true hope and reassurance. By all means follow the guidance of your local 
health authorities, but first and foremost, look to your faithful and loving God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
who holds you in the palm of his hand. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Mario & Elizabeta Kushner 

Virovitika Baptist Church, Croatia 

Dear brothers and sisters,  
 Today our baby girl Tena is 6 

months ‘old.’ To any parents 
reading this, that explains why 

you have not heard from us since 
she was born in August. The 
past half year has been full of joy 

and laughter for all three of us. 
Tena seems to have a fun-loving 
personality with very funny 

quirks. We are so grateful to 
God for letting us be her parents. 

She has changed both our life 
and us as people, for better, of 
course. At the same time, it has 

been very rough. Especially this last month, as she seems to be teething. Sleep is a 
luxury. With Elizabeta back at work for the past two months after four months of 

maternity leave and me ministering full time at Virovitica Baptist Church, it has 
been extremely challenging.  
 To continue on this personal 

note, a week ago, we have bought a 
small house (we got a special gov-
ernment subsidized loan for 

‘young’ couples buying their first 
home). We will be paying a little 

more than what our current rent is, 
and the loan is for 15 years. The 
house needs some remodeling, 

which started today, and we hope to move into it in two to three months. We will 
show you more, when we do that.  
 The ministry/church also has some great news. The dilapidated building has fi-

nally been demolished. Now we just need to make the lot look nice, because for 
now we do not need to build a new meeting hall. Maybe in five to ten years (or 

sooner if the Lord blesses is with new believers). Thank you for your prayers 
and/or donations! Besides progress in the material renovation, there is also devel-
opment in spiritual revitalization. One of our regular visitors (Izabela) seems to 

have been saved and has expressed a desire to get baptized. Her fiancé is also dis-
playing serious spiritual interest, as well as her sister Brigita, who has also become a 

regular attendee of both our Sunday and Wednesday services. Another young 
woman also wants to be baptized, but she does not show the fruit of true repent-
ance. Recently I have begun to intensify evangelism using tracts. I have written and 
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Nursery February 7 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Ashley Keller, Myri Hymon 

 

Nursery February 14 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker 

Bible Reading Schedule  

February 2021 

     

  1  Exodus 11-13 

  2  Philippians  

  3  Exodus 14-16 

  4  Philippians 

  5  Exodus 17-20 

  6  Philippians 

  7  Exodus 21-23 

  8  Philippians 

  9  Exodus 24-26 

  10  Philippians 

  11  Exodus 27-29 

  12  Philippians 

  13  Exodus 30-32 

  14  Philippians 

  15  Exodus 33-35 

  16  Philippians 

  17  Exodus 36-38 

  18  Philippians 

  19  Exodus 39-40 

  20  Philippians 

  21  1 Samuel 1-4 

  22  Philippians 

  23  1 Samuel 5-10 

  24  Philippians 

  25  1 Samuel 11-15 

  26  Philippians 

  27  1 Samuel 16-19 

  28  James 

designed several, and also translated a 
couple of great ones. Some I print at a 

local printing shop and some on our 
church’s printer (because that is cheap-

er). On average I distribute around 25 
tracts daily (while a walk with Tena). 
Still not everything is perfect. There are 

some tensions in the relationships of the 
church members, partly because of dif-
ferences of opinions regarding the whole 

coronavirus pandemic issue (masks, 
shut-downs, etc.).  

 

Please, pray:  

 

 For our strength and rest 

 For Tena’s health and development 
and for her salvation 

 That we can have Bible study 
groups at our new home 

 That we can pay off the loan with 
no problems 

 For salvation of our neighbours 

 For the salvation of regular guests 

 That the tracts would bring new 
people 

 For good gospel talks 

 For the relationships of the believers 

 For growth in maturity.  
 

Serving Christ, by ministering to His 
Church, 
 

Mario and Elizabeta Kushner  



12  

For Hearing Impaired 

If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Lockup Deacons for February: Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship: Meeting & Live Stream  10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship: Meeting only 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: Romans, Live Stream only 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study: Meeting & Live Stream  10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
Various Topics  Youth House: Steve Posner 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


