J anu ar y 24 , 2 021

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue ❖ Savannah, Georgia 31406
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Quarterly Congregational Meeting & Evening Worship
Our quarterly Congregational Meeting is scheduled for this afternoon, Sunday, January
24, at 5:00 p.m. On the agenda is putting together a search committee for a
youth/young adult pastor. The by-laws state that there are to be three members from the
congregation on the committee. We will receive names of those willing to serve. The
meeting will be followed by evening worship at 6:00 p.m.

Live Stream Bible Study
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, January 27, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob
Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream

Senior Saints’ Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, January 28. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live
on YouTube.

Prayer Guide
Be sure and pick up a copy of our prayer sheet for the week. Feedback on the new format is welcome. Our prayer web page should be ready by the end of the month.

Elders’ Meeting
Tuesday, February 2, at 7:00 p.m. Please respond to any email you receive from the
elders if there is anything you would like for them to pray for. Prayer requests shared
with the elders remain private with them.

Old Savannah City Mission
Tom Keller is feeding the homeless at the OSCM on Saturday, February 6. Let him
know if you would like to help!

Deacons’ Meeting
Tuesday, February 9, at 7:00 p.m. The deacons will have their retreat later in the month
of February. Let any of them know if there is something you would like for them to
discuss.

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Church Phone:
912-355-0949
Elder
office@fabchurch.com
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com www.fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Januar y 24, 2021
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Psalm 90:1-2
Hymn #10, bulletin p. 6
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Prayer of General Confession
Steve Jackson
1 John 1:8-9

Hymn, bulletin p. 4-5
“I Will Trust My Savior Jesus”

Scripture Reading
Mark 7:14-23
Lance Ficek
Hymn, bulletin p. 7
“O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

WOL (Way of Living), Part 4
1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 1 Corinthians #87

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred Tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

2

A. M . N ot es
WOL (Way of Living), Part 4
1 Corinthians #87
1 Corinthians 13:4-7
We must ask God to help us to hear with an eye in the mirror.
We rightfully evaluate the failures of others to love
Love produces patience; love motivates and energizes me to serve others.
Love does not envy-love does not allow fellow believers to be in rivalry or competition. Love removes envy
Love does not boast. It is not possible to boast and love at the same time.
Love is not arrogant (proud)-not puffed up-this is an attitude a demeanor, a sense of
self-importance.
Love is not rude-the Greek word means to behave shamefully or disgracefully.
Love does not insist on its own way
Love is not irritable
Love is not resentful
This is a good place to stop for a moment and ask why? Who says we should love
this way?
Unbelievers do not believe, nor do they live as if there really is a God who possesses the right to dictate how we are to do anything. There is no sacred and no reality
beyond the here and now…So when we say you should or you ought to do such
and such unbelievers don’t really follow the logic. How do we communicate with
them, how do we reach them?
1.
2.
3.
3

4
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T

hough the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive
fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in
the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
Habakkuk 3:17-18
Even if outward circumstances appear fruitless, it does not therefore nullify the
faithfulness of God. Even though there is pain in the suffering, there can still be joy
in the waiting. Adverse circumstances should never define your understanding of
God, but they will reveal whether or not you trust in Him.
God is always at work for the salvation of His people, even when you cannot
fully comprehend all His ways (See Habakkuk 1:5; 3:13). Therefore, take joy in His
promise to preserve you for eternal life, even when it appears that evil and suffering
have the upper hand. God is in total control over all nations, rulers, military, families, neighbors, churches, pastors, bosses, economic gain and loss, sickness and
health, and even the smallest events in your life. No circumstance or person will
ever have the upper hand on God, and that includes His grip on His children. He’s
already proven that He is always FOR you through the death of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore, He is ultimately FOR your JOY, not against it.
Be encouraged!

Copied, source unknown

6

7

Articles
China’s Threat to the Bible
by Nina Shea
The Bible is America’s best-selling book, annually outpacing the top 20 best
sellers combined. Yet a single Chinese company has a near monopoly on Bible
printing, meaning that any rupture in the supply chain—say, from U.S. or Chinese
government policies—would lead to a Bible shortage in America. This poses a serious threat both to American Christians’ fundamental religious liberty rights and to
national security.
More than 20 million Protestant and Catholic Bibles are printed annually by
America’s largest Bible publishing companies. But few are aware that most of these
Bibles are printed in China, by Amity Printing Company. (Bible publishers that
don’t print in China include InterVarsity Press [IVP], St. Ignatius Press, St. Benedict Press, Cambridge University Press, R. L. Allan and Son, and Schuyler Bibles.)
Thanks to American publishing decisions, American Christians rely on a state that
represses Christianity for their Bibles. While China intensifies religious persecution
at home and is considered by U.S. Intelligence to be “the greatest threat to America
today,” this Bible supply chain is increasingly precarious. Yet the Bible publishers
have no plans to use alternative printing presses.
The supply chain was tested in 2019, when the Trump administration proposed
broad trade tariffs to better balance U.S.-China trade relations. As the plan included
tariffs against Bibles, America’s Bible publishers found themselves alongside Beijing
vociferously lobbying Washington against the measure. HarperCollins Christian
Publishing (HCCP), now the world’s largest Bible publisher (having acquired
Zondervan and Thomas Nelson), uses Amity to print most of its Bibles, as does
Tyndale House, America’s largest privately-owned Christian publisher. HCCP
CEO Mark Schoenwald denounced the proposed tariff before the U.S. Trade Commission last year. He called it a “Bible tax,” and argued that it would force his company to reduce sales and discontinue some Bible editions. The Trump administration quickly exempted Bibles from the China tariffs.
Christian ministry publishers lobbied as well, arguing that the tariffs would curb
First Amendment rights. Stan Jantz, president of the Evangelical Christian Publishers Association, declared that the tariffs would do “significant damage to Bible accessibility.” He stated before the Trade Commission that “some believe such a tariff
would place a practical limitation on religious freedom.” Russell Moore, president
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission,
asserted that “the proposed tariffs will impact all Christians' ability to exercise their
religious freedom in the United States.” Pastor Ben Mandrell, CEO of LifeWay
Christian Resources, declared: “I am troubled that the Word of God would ever be
taken hostage in an international trade dispute. These past months have strengthened our resolve to get Bibles to the people who need them. Our mandate is built
on obedience to Christ, regardless of any policy proposal from Washington, D.C.”
It’s not difficult to imagine that if the Chinese government put a bit of pressure on
the supply chain, American Bible publishers would be motivated to lobby against
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other policies that are similarly tough on China, effectively making them soft power
assets of Beijing. The tariff threat is over, but the Bible continues to be at risk—most
imminently from Chinese Communist Party policies, not Washington. National
Intelligence Director John Ratcliffe notes that many of China’s prominent companies offer only “a layer of camouflage to the activities of the Chinese Communist
Party.” Amity is no exception. It is linked to the China Christian Council (CCC),
which came under direct CCP oversight and guidance in 2018.
In the 1980s, Chinese Anglican Bishop Ting, then CCC president, proposed Amity as a joint venture between his new Amity Foundation and the United Bible Societies (UBS) to supply Bibles to Chinese churches. The UBS agreed and donated the
start-up capital, printing presses, and Bible paper, which it continues to supply for
Chinese-language Bibles. In 1988, the CCC president laid the foundation stone for
Amity Printing in Nanjing. Today, Amity’s plant in Nanjing is 85,000 square meters, operates 24/7, and is the world’s largest Bible printing press. It boasts of having printed over 200 million Bibles (up to 25 million hardbound Bibles annually) in
over 130 languages, for 147 countries.
Amity is both cheap and efficient, with state-of-the art printing technology and
presses acquired from foreign companies. But Amity’s reputation may soon take a
major hit, thanks to a recent Chinese government directive. It was in Amity’s
hometown of Nanjing, in 2018, that Beijing announced it was launching a plan to
retranslate or reinterpret the venerable Chinese Union Bible in order to align it with
CCP policies. This was part of a new five-year plan to “Sinicize” Christianity. Chinese Christian experts have reason to fear that the forthcoming version will drop the
book of Revelation and distort moral lessons through new scriptural commentaries—the account of Jesus forgiving the adulterous woman in John 8, for example, was already altered in 2020 Chinese textbooks (used in government-run secondary vocational schools) to claim that Jesus stoned the woman.
How did Amity react to this alarming directive? It sponsored a celebratory event,
dedicated to “the theme of Chinese Bible and Christian Sinicization.” There, officials of the CCP’s United Front Work Department and the CCC, along with the
UBS, were photographed joined in a circle dance, toasting the company and receiving VIP treatment. Amity plans to print the new, distorted Bibles. They will be the
only Bibles approved by the communist party, effectively denying religious freedom
to tens of millions of Chinese Christians. This comes after regulations two years ago
that censored the Bible from the Chinese Internet, banned youth from church services and Bible camps, and authorized the burning of Bibles possessed without state
authorization.
So far, there has been no vociferous protest from the American publishers. They
have not used their leverage to stop the ongoing crackdown on house churches. Nor
have they used it to free Pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church, now
serving a nine-year prison term; Christian bookseller Chen Yu, sentenced in October to seven years; and Catholic democracy advocate Jimmy Lai, who is facing possible life imprisonment in Hong Kong.
Though they started with good intentions, the publishers are now in a bind. Protecting this supply chain will become untenable as the CCP continues to tighten its
control. American Bible publishers can best preserve Americans’ First Amendment
rights—and their own reputations—by immediately shifting their printing out of
China. ❖
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Missionary of the Week
Kendra Stanford
World Horizons - Business as Mission Team
Kendra spent a total of over two years in
India, and has been preparing to return to
the field, this time to other parts of Asia, via
Great Britain. This prayer update was sent
out on January 19:
I am happy to announce that I have
officially completed the required 750
hours of study and I'm now waiting to
take my Georgia State Board exams to
become a licensed Cosmetology Instructor! My exam dates will
be January 26 and February 5.
These past six months have been
filled with an intense workload of
study and lesson planning but I'm so
thankful that God gave me the opportunity to invest in the lives of my students and improve in my teaching
skills and abilities. I've learned a lot in this season and I'm excited to see how God
will use these newly developed skills He has allowed me to learn this year for His
glory as He leads for future ministry!
Now that my school hours are completed, my next steps are to complete my
Georgia State exams for obtaining my teaching license. My exams will be on Tuesday, January 26th and February 5th. Please pray that these exams will all go
smoothly and that I will be able to pass without any problems!
My next step after obtaining my teaching license is to complete my visa application for moving to Liverpool, England to serve alongside our team there for a season before heading back to serving longer-term in Asia. I'm excited about serving
with our team in Liverpool and getting more connected with others who are using
business platforms along with education and job skills for ministry in various communities across the globe. I'm excited to get more training and have space to develop long term goals for serving communities in Asia and seeing how God guides and
works through this season and beyond. Liverpool is a ministry base both for business development training as well as serving refugee and asylum seeking families in
their community and I'm looking forward to being a part of the team and work that
God is doing in this community. In order to be able to go and serve with this team,
which God is leading me into for this season, I still need to raise an additional $600
per month in financial support. If you would like to partner with me in the ministry
God is calling me into for the next season, please reach out with any questions or
see the info about how you can donate at the end of this email. I'm so thankful and
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Nursery January 24

Bible Reading Schedule

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter

January 2021

Nursery January 31
10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Kendra Stanford, Susan Su
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Barbara Mason
Jim & Heather Schraeder

appreciative of each of your prayers and
your financial partnership with me in the
ministry God has called me to and I'm
excited to be a part of the work He is
doing in Liverpool in the upcoming
months and sharing stories of how he
works in that community during my
time there!
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Colossians

2

Genesis 1-5
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Colossians
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Genesis 6-9
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Colossians
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Genesis 10-14
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Colossians
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Genesis 15-19
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Colossians

10

Genesis 20-24
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Colossians

12

Genesis 25-28
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Colossians
Genesis 29-32

15

Colossians

•

Please pray for me to be successful
in passing my State Board exams for my
first attempts on Jan 26th and Feb 5th!
• Please pray that God would connect
me with more financial partners in ministry so that I will be ready to leave for
Liverpool when my visa gets processed!
(I still need an additional $600 per
month).
• Please pray that all the needed paperwork for my visa to go and work with
the team in Liverpool will come through
soon! We're currently waiting on a certificate from the British Government and
once we receive it my visa process can
begin!
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Genesis 33-36
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Colossians
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Genesis 37-40
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Colossians
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Genesis 41-43
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Colossians
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Genesis 44-47
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Colossians

24

Genesis 48-50
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Colossians

26

Exodus 1-4
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Colossians

Kendra Stanford

28

Exodus 5-7

29

Philippians

30

Exodus 8-10

31

Philippians
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Prayer Points:
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This Week at FABC
Today
Sunday School
Morning Worship: Meeting & Live Stream
Congregational Meeting
Evening Worship

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Bible Study: Romans, Live Stream only

7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Senior Saints’ Bible Study: Meeting & Live Stream

10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions
Adult
“Psalms”
Various Topics

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
Youth House: Steve Posner

Children & Students
Babies
Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges
Toddlers & PreK
Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/
Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys
Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls
Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt

Lockup Deacons for January:

Howard Ernst, Lance Ficek

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.



Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
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