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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Evening Worship and Deacon Ordination 
We will have evening worship tonight, January 10, at 6:00 p.m. The service will include 

an ordination service for our new deacons. Join us! 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 
The Deacons will meet on Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Live Stream Bible Study 
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, January 13, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob 

Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at 

www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 

 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, January 14. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live 

on YouTube. 

 

Senior Saints’ Luncheon 
The Senior Saints will have their monthly fellowship lunch on Tuesday, January 19, 

from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Details to come! 

 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
Our quarterly Congregational Meeting is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, Janu-

ary 24. The time will be announced. It will be followed by evening worship at 6:00 p.m. 

 

New Prayer Guide Format! 
Take notice that we are going to use a different format for our weekly prayer guide. 

Hard copies are available this morning. Our new prayer page found on our website 

www.fabchurch.com should be ready by the end of the month. 

J anuary 10 ,  2021 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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January 10, 2021 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Psalm 29:1-2 
 

Hymn #449, bulletin p. 4 
“To God Be the Glory” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tom Keller 

Isaiah 44:22 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“All Glory Be to Christ” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 6:45-56 

Glen Martin 
 

Hymn #70, bulletin p. 6 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
WOL (Way of Living), Part 2 

1 Corinthians 13:1-4a, 1 Corinthians #85 
 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred Tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen 
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A.M. Notes  

WOL (Way of Living), Part 2 
1 Corinthians #85 

1 Cor 13:1-4a 

 

Love is an indelible mark of a NT church.  
 

First John was written by the Apostle John towards the end of a long life…Among 
the things he stresses so as to secure the unity of this Christian body is that genuine 

followers of Jesus Christ not only love God but they love all in whom God dwells.  
 
 

1 John 5:11; John 3:14 
 
 

Faith without love is dead.  
Gal 5:6 

 
 
J Edwards:… the love which admits one to this family is not to be distinguished 

from the “believing” which unites to Christ.  
 

 
John emphasizes several things 
 

First, it is a direct result of being overwhelmed with the love of God. 1 John 3:1 

 
 

Second,_______________________________________________________________  

1 John 4:10  
 

 
Towards the end of the second century a pagan by the name of Diognetus was 
struck by the fact that early Christian communities were communities of love  

 

Third, having experienced this ____________________________________________ 

 

 

1 John 3:16  
 
We need to realize that it is in the love shown to our brothers and sisters that the 

reality of our faith is revealed. 
 

 
With that background we move into defining love. 
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Articles 
18 Prayers to Pray for Unbelievers 
by Tim Challies 

 
A friend asked the question: How do I pray for unbelievers? How do I pray effec-

tively? I trust that every Christian regularly prays for family or friends or colleagues 
or neighbors who do not yet know the Lord. And while we can and must pray for 
matters related to their lives and circumstances, the emphasis of our prayers must 

always be for their salvation. Here are some ways the Bible can guide our prayers.  

 
Prayers for Salvation 

We begin with prayers for salvation. Each of these prayers seeks the same thing, but 

in a different way or from a different angle or using different language. Each of 
them is grounded in a specific text of Scripture. 
 

Pray that God would circumcise their hearts. Circumcision was the OT sign of enter-

ing into God’s covenant, of being God’s people. To have a circumcised heart sym-
bolizes having a heart that is fully joined to God, fully submissive to him. “And the 
LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may 

live” (Deuteronomy 30:6). 
 

Pray that God would give them a heart of flesh. The Bible contrasts a heart of flesh, a 

heart that is alive and responsive to God, to a heart of stone, a heart that is cold and 
unyielding. Pray that God would work within these unbelievers to change their 

hearts. “And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will re-

move the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh…” (Ezekiel 11:19). 
 

Pray that God would put his Spirit within them. The great joy of salvation is being 

indwelled by God himself. Pray that God would grant this honor to those unbeliev-
ers, that he would choose to take up residence within them. “And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules” (Ezekiel 

36:27). 
 

Pray that they would come to Christ. If unbelievers are to come to salvation, there is 

just one way. They must come through Christ and Christ alone. “Jesus said to him, ‘I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me’” (John 14:6). Remember, too, that he is the one who calls them to come and to 

be relieved of the burden of their sin (see Matthew 11:28-30). 
 

Pray that God would open their hearts to believe the gospel. Once more, God must ini-

tiate and people must respond. So pray that God would open the hearts of these 
unbelievers so they can in turn believe, just as Lydia did. “The Lord opened her heart 

to pay attention to what was said by Paul” (Acts 16:14). 
 

https://www.challies.com/articles/how-to-pray-for-unbelievers/
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Pray that God would free them from the slavery of sin. Unbelievers may believe they 

are free, but they are in fact enslaved. They are slaves of sin, bound by their sin and 
sinfulness. Pray that God would liberate them by his gospel. “But thanks be to God, 
that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of 

teaching to which you were committed” (Romans 6:17). 
 

Pray that God would remove Satan’s blinding influence. Unbelievers have been blind-

ed by Satan and will only ever be able to see and appreciate the gospel if God works 

within them. So pray that God would give them sight—spiritual sight. “In their case 
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 
 

Pray that God would grant them repentance. Unbelievers cannot repent without the 

enabling grace of God. So pray that God would grant them repentance, that this 
repentance would lead them to a knowledge of the truth. Pray as well that they 

would come to their senses and that they would escape from the devil’s snare. “God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may come to 
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his 

will” (2 Timothy 2:25-26). 

 
Prayers For You 

You have prayed for unbelievers using different words and approaching from differ-

ent angles. But you should also pray for yourself. 
 

Pray that you will develop relationship with them. For people to be saved they must 

first hear the good news of the gospel. For them to hear the good news of the gos-
pel, they must first encounter Christians—Christians like you. Pray that you would 

develop deeper, more significant relationship with them so you can, in turn, speak 
truth. “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching?” (Romans 10:14). 
 

Pray for opportunities to minister to them. Many people come to faith after seeing 

Christ’s loved displayed through the ministry of Christians. Pray for opportunities 

to minister to unbelievers so that your ministry can have an evangelistic effect. “In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 

Pray for them faithfully and persistently. Our temptation is to grow discouraged in 

prayer, to pray for a while and, when we see no visible results, to give up. But God 
calls us to persevere in prayer. “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).  
 

Pray for a burden to plead for their souls. Paul was willing to tell the church at Rome 

of his great longing to see the salvation of the lost. Do you share this deep longing? 
Pray that God would give you a great burden for souls. “Brothers, my heart’s desire 

and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved” (Romans 10:1). 
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Pray for boldness in generating and taking opportunities to speak the gospel. Even Paul 

longed for this boldness and for the confidence that he was speaking the right and 
best words. Pray that God would give you the boldness and, that when you take the 
opportunities, that he would then guide your words. “[Pray] also for me, that words 
may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gos-

pel…” (Ephesians 6:19). 
 

Pray for other believers to encounter them. God almost always uses a succession of 

people to share the gospel with people before they are saved. Pray, then, that God 
would lead other Christians into the lives of the unbelievers you love, that they too 

would provide an example of Christian living and that they too would speak the 
gospel. “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1 Cor 3:6). 

 
Other Prayers 

Here are a few more biblical emphases to guide your prayers. 
 

Pray that God would use any circumstance to do his work in them. We pray to a God 

who is sovereign and who sovereignly works his good will. Often he saves people 
through difficult circumstances, through bringing them to the very end of them-

selves. Pray, then, that God would arrange circumstances, whether easy or difficult, 
to lead them to salvation. “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep your 

word” (Psalm 119:67). As you pray for the unbelievers you love, always pray to 

God: “your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). 
 

Pray that God would extend his mercy to them. God assures us that he wishes for all 

people to turn to him in repentance and faith. He receives no joy from seeing peo-

ple perish. Pray, then, that God would be glorified in the salvation of these people. 
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 

not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
 

Pray with confidence. Finally, pray with confidence. God expects we will pray, God 

invites us to pray, God commands us to pray. Why? Because God loves to hear us 
pray and God loves to respond to our prayers. So as you pray for unbelievers, pray 
with confidence that God hears your prayers. “The prayer of a righteous person has 

great power as it is working” (James 5:16). ❖ 

T 
here should be something about Christians (us) that the world can’t quite 
understand. I don’t mean that people would think of us as strange or weird 

but that they would certainly see something different about us. 
 Instead we kind of blend in. There’s nothing different about us. We are condi-

tioned to think, talk and believe in the way the culture encourages us to think, talk, 
and believe, but we forget that our culture isn’t a Biblical one. 
 As Christians we ought to feel some discontentment here. We ought to feel like 

this world is not our home. YET many of us do feel at home here, at home in our 
world and comfortable in what we have. 

The Martyr’s Oath 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 

Avant Ministries - Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a  
merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the  

people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted,  
he is able to help those who are being tempted.  

Hebrews 2:17-18 
 
 2020 has been a year of trials and troubles for everyone. 
Thus, as we enter the season of remembering God’s incarna-
tion in Jesus the Messiah, it is especially helpful to recall that we 
have a Savior who completely understands. Jesus understands, 
not merely mentally but emotionally and spiritually, what it is 
like to face trials and suffering. "In every respect," Jesus is 
able to be both merciful and also faithful amidst suffering, trials 
and temptations. These verses remind us that the incarnation 
was "necessary" for this very purpose that Jesus truly could 
identify with us who are living under the impact of our own 
sins, in a sin impacted world. But more than merely identify, 
Jesus as fully man suffered death so as to forgive us and by 
His resurrection give us eternal hope of redemption. This is 
good news in 2020! We do have a merciful and faithful Savior in 
His world impacted by Covid-19 and the turmoil of politics! 
 This merciful and faithful Jesus is continuing His work in His 
world, even through the disruptions of Covid-19. His people are creatively finding new venues 
and new ways of serving and sharing even from a distance. We asked you last time to pray for 
a couple John is mentoring from Costa Rica, Hedman and Yessica Fuentes. They have finished 
this phase of the process and will be taking the next step of application and interviews with our 
mission agency. They are interested in serving in Romania. Please ask the Lord to continue to 
prepare Hedman and Yessica with excellent and practical training. Also ask Him to guide them to 
both a team to work with and the nation in which to work. 
 John was just recently contacted by a church near Oklahoma City to help them evaluate the 
planting of a Hispanic church in a needy area in the city. One of their members has been faithfully 
and effectively ministering to the physical, educational, medical and social needs in a predominate-
ly Hispanic area for many years. The church would now like to use the goodwill they have developed 
to take it a step further with the establishment of a church. Please pray as John assists them in 
investigating and planning for this work. They want to wisely begin so as to be effective. Ask the 
Lord of His church to guide and provide in this outreach venture. 
 Please also remember to pray for the ministry of SETECA (Central American Theological Semi-
nary) as they are still teaching remotely. Ask for the Lord's provisions financially, for His guidance 
in the appointment of a new president, and for the possible re-opening in January so students may 
return. John just communicated with a faithful Hispanic church in Oklahoma City who has been 
supporting SETECA for several years. He gathered several videos to send to this congregation 
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Nursery January 10 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker 

 

Nursery January 17 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Mike & Elinor Morris 

showing them that despite closing of the campus 
due to Covid-19 the seminary is fully functioning 
on-line and enrollment is growing. 
 Our local Hispanic church has thankfully 
been able to re-open with in-person meetings. 
We are learning from Philippians that when we 
have Christ's own way of thinking and acting 
humbly and placing others before ourselves 
that there is no circumstance (pandemic for us, 
imprisonment for Paul) that can restrict the gos-
pel outreach, nor our joy in participating with 
Jesus in what He is doing. Ask the Lord that we 
can enfold some recently attending new families 
so as to effectively minister to them. 
 Personally, we are all thankfully healthy. Lydia 
since after Thanksgiving is back in Tulsa as the 
university has gone completely virtual in classes. 
Gail is very busy assisting three second grade 
teachers in a school that has many Hispanic 
families and they have just recently begin hav-
ing in person instruction. Gail and John recently 
visited David in Minneapolis had not seen him 
in more than two years so it was a blessing 
greatly enjoyed! 
 Thank each of you for your partnership with 
us in our Lord’s passion and purpose. May you 
know how grateful we are for your lives! Let us 
rejoice and give thanks together that Jesus is 
merciful and faithful since He has been made 
like us in every respect! A blessed remem-
brance for you of our Savior's incarnation! 
 

 

John and Gail Conner 

Bible Reading Schedule  

January 2021 

     

  1  Colossians 

  2  Genesis 1-5 

  3  Colossians 

  4  Genesis 6-9 

  5  Colossians 

  6  Genesis 10-14 

  7  Colossians 

  8  Genesis 15-19 

  9  Colossians 

  10  Genesis 20-24 

  11  Colossians 

  12  Genesis 25-28 

  13  Colossians 

  14  Genesis 29-32 

  15  Colossians 

  16  Genesis 33-36 

  17  Colossians 

  18  Genesis 37-40 

  19  Colossians 

  20  Genesis 41-43 

  21  Colossians 

  22  Genesis 44-47 

  23  Colossians 

  24  Genesis 48-50 

  25  Colossians 

  26  Exodus 1-4 

  27  Colossians 

  28  Exodus 5-7 

  29  Philippians 

  30  Exodus 8-10 

  31  Philippians 
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For Hearing Impaired 

If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

 

Lockup Deacons for January: Howard Ernst, Lance Ficek 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube  10:30 a.m. 

Evening Worship with Deacon Ordination 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 

Bible Study: Romans, live stream only 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study   10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
Various Topics  Youth House: Steve Posner 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


