J anuar y 3, 2021

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Elders’ Meeting
The Elders will meet on Tuesday, January 5, at 7:00 p.m. Please respond to any email
you receive from them.

Live Stream Bible Study
Check out YouTube and/or Facebook on Wednesday, January 6, at 7:00 p.m. as Bob
Dimmitt continues teaching through Romans. Links to both platforms are found at
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream

Senior Saints’ Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, January 7. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live
on YouTube.

Evening Worship and Deacon Ordination
We will have evening worship on January 10, at 6:00 p.m. The service will include an
ordination service for our new deacons. Join us!

Deacons’ Meeting
The Deacons will meet on Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.

Senior Saints’ Luncheon
The Senior Saints will have their monthly fellowship lunch on Tuesday, January 19,
from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Details to come!

Quarterly Congregational Meeting
Our quarterly Congregational Meeting is scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, January 24. The time will be announced. It will be followed by evening worship at 6:00 p.m.

New Prayer Guide Format!
Take notice that we are going to use a different format for our weekly prayer guide. The
complete prayer guide will be available on our website, and access to it will be password
protected. Dawn will send a Flocknote when it is up and running. We will also publish
a truncated version each week in our Sunday bulletin with a greater focus on immediate
or more recent and urgent requests.

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Church Phone:
912-355-0949
Elder
office@fabchurch.com
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com www.fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Januar y 3, 2021
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Psalm 67:1-3
Hymn #13, bulletin p. 5

“Praise Ye, the Lord, the Almighty”

Prayer of General Confession
Bob Dimmitt
Psalm 32:1-2 & 5

Hymn #10, bulletin p. 6

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Scripture Reading
Mark 6:30-44
Tom Keller
Hymn, bulletin p. 7
“Look and See”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

WOL (Way of Living)
1 Corinthians 12:27-31, 1 Corinthians #84

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred Tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
WOL (Way of Living)
1 Corinthians #84
1 Corinthians 12:27-31
Though Paul greatly valued spiritual gifts, he valued even more a quality of life
which the Spirit produced.
Gal 5:22-23
The fruit described here is not produced by the believer, but by the Holy Spirit
working through a Christian who is in vital union with Christ.
Love is listed first because it is the foundation of the other graces.

Romans 13:8-10

The seeking or desiring higher or greater gifts doesn’t mean more important gifts
but those which are of greater use to others.
“The Way” (Acts 22:4; Acts 24:14; Acts 24:22)
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

R Gromacki: Here is where the Corinthians have gone tragically wrong. They have
placed supreme value on “experience” over the Christian ethic, the love of God,
demonstrated in his gift of Christ to us.

Knowledge, when divorced from love, leads to spiritual ruin.

Love is not merely the foundation for spiritual life, but is, rather, the essence of spiritual life.
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Peggy Louise Fielder Russell went home to Jesus on December 15, 2020, at age 94.
Peggy was the second daughter to Genevieve
and Lucius Fielder, born on May 5, 1926, in
Miami, Florida. She and her sister, Lois, loved
to share stories of their time growing up there.
And it was in Miami where Peggy would later
meet, and then marry, a young Navy sailor named
Preston Stewart Russell. They went on to have three
children: Jon Stewart Russell, Lois Susan Russell, and Stacey Dewitt
Russell.
For more than 40 years, Peggy and Preston (or “Russ”, as she called him)
made a home in Savannah on Garland Drive. They grew to know and love
many neighbors over the years, and more than a few, Peggy adored and
considered close family.
One of her favorite hobbies was to bake cookies and cakes of all sorts, and
while her cookies were good, she had a special gift for cakes. “The Cake
Lady”, as she was sometimes known, loved to bless others with a cake or
two. It seems everyone had their favorite, but her Red Velvet and Carrot
cakes always stole the show.
Peggy joins her husband, her three children, and her sister, Lois Lower, in
Heaven. She is survived by her daughter-in-law, Donna Russell of Dallas,
Texas; her son-in-law, Gene Daniel of Richmond Hill, Georgia; her four
grandchildren: Cain Russell of League City, Texas; Ellie Maddox and her
husband Cliff of Richmond Hill, Georgia; Wesley Daniel and his wife Cody of Pooler, Georgia; and Matthew Daniel of Savannah, Georgia. In addition to these, Peggy had four great grandchildren: Easton Burwell, Finnley
Maddox, Julian Daniel, and Cooper Daniel, as well as many, many others
who loved her. Peggy was buried in the Beaufort National Cemetery on
December 21, 2020.
Remembrances can be made to Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, and eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.
2 Corinthians 5:1
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W

hy did the Apostle Paul not explicitly condemn slavery itself?
In a climactic scene in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, the merchant Antonio stands in court in fear for his life. Not thinking all his
ships could be wrecked, bringing him financial ruin, Antonio has signed a contract
entitling the money lender Shylock to a pound of his flesh if Antonio defaults on a
loan. Now Shylock wants to take his bond. Portia, a brilliant woman who has cross
-dressed as a lawyer, first pleads with Shylock for mercy. When her persuasion
fails, she acknowledges that the pound of flesh is owed. Shylock is delighted. But as
he prepares his knife, Portia stops him: the bond, she points out, says nothing about
blood. He can take his pound of flesh. But if Shylock sheds one drop of Antonio’s
blood, his own goods will be forfeited to the state.
This scene offers us a powerful paradigm. Portia affirms the law she cannot
change: Shylock can take his pound of flesh. But she construes the law in a way
that makes it impossible for him to harm Antonio. She is unquestionably on Antonio’s side, and her argument saves his life.
The NT argues against slavery the way Portia argues against Antonio’s death:
cutting the legs out from under it. Jesus inhabited the slave role. Paul calls himself
a slave of Christ, loves a runaway slave as his very heart, and insists that slave and
free are equal in Christ. With no room for superiority, exploitation, or coercion,
but rather brotherhood and shared identity, the NT created a tectonic tension that
would ultimately erupt in the abolition of slavery.
Confronting Christianity
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1. To Him be the glory for all He has done
Praise to the Father who gave us His Son
A ransom for many, He bled and died
Then rose in victory, enthroned on high
2. To Him be the glory in heaven and earth
All of creation is shouting His worth
The saints and the angels all live to proclaim
The wonderful story, the glorious Name
Chorus
Oh look and see our God and celebrate
The power of the cross and the empty grave
And now we’re free, let the redeemed lift up your heads
Oh look and see our God
3. To Him be the glory, He’s coming again
And all of the sadness will come to an end
Oh what a reunion, the bride and her King
Forever we’ll praise Him, forever we’ll sing
Chorus
Bridge
Glory, glory, to our God; Glory, glory, to our God;
Glory, glory, to our God; Glory, glory, to our God!
Chorus
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may
come in. Psalm 24:7
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:56-5
Look at the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds, which are higher than you. Job 35:5
Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created
all things, and by your will they existed and were created. Revelation 4:11
Glory - The public display of the infinite beauty and worth of God. The radiance of
his holiness and infinitely worthy and valuable perfections.
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Articles
How 2020 Is Taking a Toll on Your Soul
by Alan Shlemon – apologist “Stand to Reason”
I’m going to tell you something that will explain what you’re likely feeling about this
turbulent year. No doubt, you’ve witnessed a series of tragic events unfold before your
eyes. You’ve also probably felt an inordinate pressure to say the right thing about each
of them. Like you, I’ve been hesitant to comment for fear I’ll be blasted by someone
who sees things differently. It’s been frustrating and fatiguing, to say the least, and I
believe this short comment by a Texas pastor explains the reason why we feel this way.
Here’s what he wrote:
Could it be that God didn’t wire us to carry every event, taking place in every part of the world,
at every moment, as if it were ours? Could it be that technology has produced a faux omniscience
and omnipresence that is hurting mankind and not helping it?
This is an important assessment. Through the internet and social media, technology
has given us ringside seats to every event, tragedy, and evil act that happens in any part
of the planet. That’s not something we’re created to handle. It’s made possible, though,
because of the internet. Though technology often helps us, it also creates two problems
that hurt our soul: faux omnipresence and faux omniscience.
Up until the last fraction of human existence, we’ve only had to carry events that directly affect us, our family/friends, and our local community. Today, with the internet
and social media, we can witness every evil event. If we miss it, a recording is readily
replayed online. The carnage is funneled through our eyes and embedded in our soul.
What we witness can be in the next town, the next state, or on the other side of the planet. No matter where it happens, we see it. It’s like we’re everywhere.
But it’s a faux omnipresence. We’re not actually there, but we’re made to experience
these events like we were. We soak them in and feel the pain that others feel, albeit to a
lesser degree. We scroll through our news feed and witness another tragedy. Then another. In a matter of minutes, we’ve watched multiple evil events. It’s overwhelming.
God, who is omnipresent can handle all that evil, pain, and tragedy. He’s capable. He
has the emotional and psychological bandwidth to witness his creation repeatedly commit evil and not become overwhelmed. Finite humans, though, are not God. We don’t
have the capacity to handle inordinate amounts of evil. This faux omnipresence hurts
us.
Our faux omnipresence leads to a faux omniscience. We think we’re present at these
tragedies, so we’re tricked into thinking we understand what happened. We saw it
online, after all. It was in high definition. Because we “witness” these events, we’re expected to know the truth about what happened, make an immediate evaluation, and
then say the right thing about it. Finite humans can’t be perfectly accurate, though.
Even still, we comment, post, and emote. We argue and then divide. Our online debating adds another layer of stress. All this happens after a single tragedy. There’s more,
though. Another horrific event is around the corner. We repeat the cycle and the stress
builds. This faux omniscience hurts us, as well.
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I appreciate Charles Spurgeon’s similar concern, when he addressed pastors in training. Recognizing their potential to take on overwhelming burdens, he warned them of
making this mistake.
Many servants of God are made to feel their weakness in another way, by an oppressive
sense of responsibility…. Do not take an exaggerated view of what the Lord expects of
you. He will not blame you for not doing that which is beyond your mental power or
physical strength…. We are not the Father, nor the Savior, nor the Comforter of the
Church. We cannot take the responsibility of the universe upon our shoulders.
There’s only so much one person can take, says Spurgeon. Plus, to presume you can
handle all the world’s hurt is to take on an exaggerated view of yourself. God is the only
one capable of carrying that weight.
Though online technologies can hurt us, I’m not a Luddite. I don’t doubt that scientific advancements have helped us communicate, protect people, care for vulnerable
people, and do many other good things.
Progress, though, often comes with a price. Though Inherit the Wind is a disastrous
retelling of the “Scopes Monkey Trial” of 1925, I resonate with one of Henry Drummond’s speeches in the movie.
Progress has never been a bargain. You have to pay for it. Sometimes I think there's a man who
sits behind a counter and says, “All right, you can have a telephone, but you lose privacy and
the charm of distance. Madam, you may vote but at a price. You lose the right to retreat behind
the powder puff or your petticoat. Mister, you may conquer the air, but the birds will lose their
wonder and the clouds will smell of gasoline.”
It's hard to imagine the wonder of flight that birds effortlessly enjoy. Why? We’ve all
grown up in a world with planes. We sip sodas in leather seats, 38,000 feet in the air,
while cities zip by at 600 mph. A flying bird is no big deal. We fly faster and higher.
We’ve lost our wonder.
Technology that makes the internet and social media possible might move us forward
in some ways, but we pay for it in other ways. We experience a faux omnipresence and
faux omniscience, causing us to carry all the hurts of the world. “Could it be that God
didn’t wire us to carry every event…as if it were ours?”
Naysayers might object: “We need to know what’s happening around the world, to
stay abreast of current affairs. We must learn from our collective experience.” While I
agree it’s important to learn from tragic events that occur outside our immediate community, we can become overwhelmed by the barrage of negative news. We’re not created to soak in every tragedy as if it were ours. “Progress,” like Drummond says, “has
never been a bargain. You have to pay for it.” It takes a toll on our souls.
Perhaps, then, we should take better care of ourselves. Here’s what I suggest. First,
unplug from the internet and/or social media. This is mandatory. Set up times when
you walk away without taking sneak peeks. Second, spend time in nature. For example,
take a hike through the woods and observe the simplicity and beauty of God’s creation.
I love to notice delicate flowers or watch the gentle dance of birds in the trees. It helps
me escape—for a time—the harsh reality I must eventually return to. Third, pray and
discern when and where you can shoulder other people’s burdens, and find friends who
can help carry yours. This is a biblical mandate. Finally, develop a habit of giving
thanks to Jesus, the one who took on our burdens. Without him, we’d be in bigger trouble and hurting even more. He encourages us to come to him and promises, “You will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:29–30). v
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Missionary of the Week
Shannon & Danielle Hurley
S.O.S. Ministries - Uganda
Dear Beloved Supporter,
15 years ago we moved to Uganda with a heart to
help the people of Uganda know, love, and follow Jesus
Christ. Today, because of your faithful support and love
we together are seeing God do far more than what we
could have asked or imagined. We are praising God and
standing in awe of the work God has and is doing. We
would have never imagined shepherding 400 village
people through our local church (Community Bible
Church of Kubamitwe), educating 450 kids each year
through a primary school (Legacy Christian Academy),
training 60 pastors each year through our pastoral training center (Shepherds Training Center), helping provide
spiritual encouragement and direction to the high potential Baptist Union of Uganda and Baptist Convention of
South Sudan (Church Strengthening Department), and emergency medical care and love to the people of Uganda, most especially those affected by disabilities (as a Joni and Friends hub and as part of
our Community Outreach Department). In God’s kindness, He is blessing our ministry. It just affirms
the fact that the fields of Uganda are white unto harvest.
When we came to live in Uganda 15 years ago, our hearts broke over the desperate need for spiritual help needed throughout the country. Today our hearts are full because God is causing miracles
all around us to make this happen.
And despite COVID, this year has also been very fruitful. Just like in the States, Uganda enforced
restrictions. The government shut down the borders and prevented anyone in our village from leaving.
For two months we were not even allowed to get in a vehicle. As a result, for 7 months, SOS had to
shut down its official ministry programs including our school, training center, and normal local church
service. To not shut down would have resulted in extreme government measures being inflicted on our
organization.
Yet, during this time, we still paid all of our employees and still actively sought to disciple our ministry teams and urgently get caught up on needed administrative tasks (such as finalizing our accreditation for Shepherds Training Center). And in June we were able to reopen our administrative offices
and welcome back our essential administrative and facilities employees.
I personally wrote weekly Bible studies that were passed out through our village leaders to the people throughout our villages and started what we called a “discipleship initiative”. This program focused
on discipling anyone wanting discipleship within our village. The end result was immense growth and
unity among our church people and ministry team. We have seen many of our leaders and villages rise
up and start leading their own community members and families. It has been awesome! Only God can
turn such crazy times into such sweet kingdom impact. Church has now been able to reopen in two
simultaneous services of 200 congregants each.
While 2020 has not gone exactly as planned, we are thankful for the work God continues to manifest here in Uganda. We are also not unaware of the trials you have faced back in the US. We have
heard stories of jobs lost and even dear saints going home to be with the Lord. Despite all the hardships, the Lord is still working. Please let us know how we can pray for you and know that we are so
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Nursery January 3

Bible Reading Schedule

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter

January 2021

1

Colossians

2

Genesis 1-5

Nursery January 10

3

Colossians

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker

4

Genesis 6-9

5

Colossians

6

Genesis 10-14

7

Colossians

8

Genesis 15-19
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Colossians

thankful for your faithful support of SOS Ministries.
Thank you!
For those who are able, we wanted to make
you aware of a few opportunities to get involved!
We are now expanding our ministry! We are
building a secondary school (equivalent to a Jr.
High and High School) to begin next year which
will allow us to fully train our community children
from kindergarten through high school. We are
also building our phase two and three of our pastoral training center (which include 90 family units).
This will enable us to fully equip national pastors to
be able to plant churches within the Baptist Union
upon graduation. Our prayer is that in the next 5
years we will be able to have these buildings fully
built out. This will allow us to disciple 750 children
and 220 pastors each year.
So if you have extra resources or are willing
to give sacrificially and would desire to help us
with these capital needs we would be greatly
appreciative. Or if you or someone you know
can help monthly, your help would be greatly
appreciated.
Your gift will give more people the opportunity to
know, love, and follow Christ.
Thank you for giving to us so that we can love
others in need. We praise God for you and your
partnership with us in reaching our dear friends in
Uganda for Christ.

Genesis 20-24

11

Colossians

12

Genesis 25-28

13

Colossians

14

Genesis 29-32

15

Colossians

16

Genesis 33-36

17

Colossians

18

Genesis 37-40

19

Colossians

20

Genesis 41-43

21

Colossians

22

Genesis 44-47

23

Colossians

24

Genesis 48-50

25

Colossians

26

Exodus 1-4

27

Colossians

For the King and kingdom,

28

Exodus 5-7

Shannon Hurley

29

Philippians

30

Exodus 8-10

31

Philippians

Founder, SOS Ministries

#
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This Week at FABC
Today
Sunday School
Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube
Bible Study: Romans, live stream only
Senior Saints’ Bible Study

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

7:00 p.m.

Thursday

10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions
Adult
“Psalms”
Various Topics

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
Youth House: Steve Posner

Children & Students
Babies
Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges
Toddlers & PreK
Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/
Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys
Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls
Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt

Lockup Deacons for January:

Howard Ernst, Lance Ficek

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
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