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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

If you are able, please stay after morning worship to help clear tables and chairs  

out of the gym and set up the Fellowship Hall for evening worship. Thanks! 
 

Military Bible Sticks 
We will collect gifts for this ministry through today, Sunday, December 13. Just place in 

the memo what your gift is for. Thank you! 
 

Deacon Election & Evening Worship 
There is a special called meeting scheduled for this afternoon, Sunday, December 13, at 

5:30 p.m., for the election of new deacons. Howard Ernst, Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kick-

lighter, and Napoleon Martin have been nominated, and have agreed to serve if elected. 

Evening worship will follow the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Caroling! 
Anyone who wants to go caroling, sign up and meet at the church Monday, December 

14, at 6:00 p.m. Hot chocolate and coffee are available afterwards! 
 

Senior Saints’ Christmas Luncheon 
Tuesday, December 15, at 12:00 p.m. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, December 17. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed 

live on YouTube. 
 

Christmas Eve Communion Service 
Thursday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Poinsettias 
It’s not too late to place a poinsettia in memory or honor of someone. Let Dawn or 

Janice in the office know. Poinsettias are $20 each. 
 

Reminder 
All contributions must be postmarked or brought in the office by December 31 in order 

to be included on your 2020 contribution statements.  

December 13 ,  2020 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
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December 13, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

Hymn #100, bulletin p. 4 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Steve Jackson 

Psalm 32:5-7 
 

Hymn #99, bulletin p. 5 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 5:35-43 

Bobby DeLoach 
 

Hymn #90, bulletin p. 6 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

 

Message 

Bob Dimmitt 
Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 13 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 1 Corinthians #82 
 

Hymn, below 
“Christmas Doxology” 

Angels from the Realms of Glory tune 

 

Christmas Doxology 
All Creation, join in praising, 

God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

Evermore your voices raising 
To th’eternal three in one: 

Come and worship,  

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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A.M. Notes  

Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 13 

1 Corinthians #82 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Matt 3:11 and Acts 1:5   
 
The Holy Spirit is received as Christ’s gift by all who believe, and when they be-
lieve.  

 
 
The context of 1 Corinthians 12 sets forth the absolute unity, or identity between 

Christ and the members of His Body.  
 

 
L Morris: By the authority of Christ the Holy Spirit is given to all those who be-
lieve; and to come under the Spirit’s power and influence, as every Christian does 

when he believes, is to have been baptized by that influence.  
 

Wuest: This passage reveals the effect that by the operation of the Holy Spirit we 
are organically and vitally joined to the Lord and have become a partaker of the 
standing, merit, and perfect worthiness of Christ.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

God does not want us to only forgive because it has been commanded. God wants 
us to forgive because  
 

 
 
 

Our culture encourages creating your own identity  
 

The tendency of the flesh is to seek worth and value apart from Christ.  
 
 

Our dependency as created beings is compounded, complicated, and intensified by 
sins and by sufferings. 
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Dear Ferguson Family, 
 We want to say, “Thank 
You” for all the prayers on 
behalf of our son-in-law, our 
daughter, Howard’s heart and 
my knee surgery. 
 We so appreciate all the 
meals you have prepared for us, and for the phone 
calls and cards. 
 We are blessed to belong to such a loving, kind 
church family. 
 
In Christ, 
The Reinholds 
Howard & Linda 
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Articles 
God Was Canceling People before It Was Cool 
by Alan Shlemon – apologist “Stand to Reason” 

 
 Long before the woke awoke, there was God. He could spot an injustice in an 

instant or a microaggression a mile away. Despite God’s god-like capacity to dig up 
dirt on people, current cancel culture is fighting mightily to dethrone God at his 
own game. 

 Earlier this summer, Boeing’s 62-year-old communication executive resigned 
after only 6 months on the job. Did he violate a company policy? No. Did he break 

a law earlier in the summer? Nope. Did he commit a crime last year? Not at all. 
Then, why was he forced to resign? He wrote an article arguing that women should-
n’t serve in combat. Controversial today? Yes. But he penned his piece 33 years ago. 

Back then, he was a Navy pilot, and his article—however wrong people believe it to 
be today—contributed to the culture’s debate on that question. 

 It didn’t matter that the executive denounced his own arguments soon after his 

piece was published. It didn’t matter that he has promoted females within the com-
pany. It didn’t matter that the Boeing president described the executive’s contribu-
tions to the company as “substantial even in a short time.” Today’s cancel culture 

will never let any wrong go unpunished. That’s why a Boeing employee found it 
fair to dig up the decades-old article, bring it to the attention of Boeing leadership, 

and complain about its contents. Canceled! 
 But long before Boeing’s “zero tolerance for bigotry of any kind” (the president’s 
own words explaining Boeing’s policy), someone else was the chief of cancel cul-

ture: Yahweh. That’s right! The Alpha and the Omega has been there from the be-
ginning of time, noting every no-good deed anyone has ever committed, is committing, 

or will ever commit. That gives God a huge leg up on cancel culture. 

 Boeing ain’t got nothin’ on God. They—along with the world’s woke—are the 
biggest Johnny-come-latelies. For better or for worse, though, there are five signifi-
cant differences with God’s approach to canceling people. 
 First, God knows every wrong you commit. It’s not just your behavior. He 

even knows your evil thoughts and intentions, too. Being omniscient has its perks. 
Our heavenly Father has the capacity to recall everything you’ve done, even if you 

didn’t tweet it or post it on Facebook (or Instagram, TikTok, LinkedIn, Parler, or 

YouTube—MySpace might be beyond God’s reach, though). Your list of naughties 
fills every row in a 20 terabyte Excel file. Today’s cancel culture has the knowledge 
of a gnat compared to God. 
 Second, God cancels you in a more significant way. Today’s wanna-be can-

cel culture simply shames you, fires you, or robs you of your prestige. Sure, that’s 

bad. God, however, doesn’t just cancel you—he condemns you. You don’t just lose 
your job—you lose your soul. Kinda makes losing your job feel more like a hang-
nail. 
 Third, God’s moral standard never changes. In God’s economy, you won’t 

be caught off guard with a new moral rule next week: “Surprise, peanut butter cups 
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are racist!” No way, José! (Besides, peanut butter cups are proof of God’s existence, 
especially the Big Cup ones with the extra peanut butter.) Sexual sin that was 

wrong 4,000 years ago is—you guessed it—still wrong today. Not so with today’s 
wishy-washy cancel culture. Their standard changes with the times. Ever seen a 

boat tossed about on the stormy sea? Neither have I. But if you did, that would be 
cancel culture today—unanchored. They’ll cancel you today, for something you did 
three decades ago, according to a standard invented a few years ago. Can you spell 

a-n-a-c-h-r-o-n-i-s-t-i-c? Sure you can…I just spelled it for you. Just copy my letters. 
 Fourth, God loves you. Whew, finally we get to some positive differences. God 

loves me? That’s right, the king of cancel culture actually cares about you. Sure, 

he’s ready to cancel you for your latest lust, racist rant, or tax evasion, but at least 
he’s on your side. He wants to help you. He’s not like the wild woke who won’t 
wait to wreck you for your wicked wrongs. He wuvs you! With him on your side, 

anything is possible, including (drum roll please!)... 
 Fifth, God offers a pardon. He’s willing to cancel your cancelation. Though 

your rap sheet might be miles long, God’s willing to wipe the slate clean. That’s like 
giving every canceled person a chance to get un-canceled. That’s amazing. Does 
that mean the king of cancel culture wants to give you a break because he loves 

you? That’s right! Instead of canceling you, he’s willing to cancel his son. There’s 
no way cancel culture would ever let the blame shift away from you. They’d call 
you out and watch you crash and burn. In fact, that would probably be the head-

line: “[Insert your name here] Crashed and Burned Last Monday When He Ate a 
Peanut Butter Cup.” Secular culture loves to see people fall, but God loves to re-

store those who have fallen. 
 I know cancel culture isn’t going to change its tune anytime soon. Therefore, let’s 
follow the example of God, who extends grace to those who fall (Eph. 4:7). Instead 

of gleefully watching someone’s demise, let’s try to restore them (Gal. 6:1). Maybe 
if we do that enough, we can cancel cancel culture. ❖ 
 

Today’s Tumultuous Times Are the Result of a 

Worldview 
by Alan Shlemon – apologist “Stand to Reason” 

 
 Imagine you don’t know you have COVID-19 but experience fever and nasal 

drip. You take a Tylenol for the fever and an antihistamine for the nasal drip. You 
begin to feel better after a day, but soon the symptoms return. Plus, you start cough-
ing and feel short of breath. You could address the new symptoms, but what you 

begin to realize is that you have a more fundamental problem—a virus—that is the 
root of all your problems. Unless you get at the core issue and kill the virus, the 

symptoms will keep presenting themselves. 
 That’s the problem with our current cultural symptoms. “Cancel culture,” 
“intersectionality,” “white privilege,” “microaggression,” and many other buzz 

words today are the logical consequences of an idea—critical theory—that has tak-
en a foothold in our society. Unless we address the problem at its core, no amount 

of symptom alleviation will solve the problem. 
 This isn’t only the case with critical theory; it’s the case with any worldview. If 
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someone has swallowed postmodernism (the idea that truth is relative), you won’t 
get very far trying to convince them that sex outside of marriage is wrong. To them, 

they are the arbiter of right and wrong. The critical discussion that needs to take 

place is at the worldview level so they can see that right and wrong are objective-
ly—not subjectively—true. 
 If someone has adopted naturalism (the idea that nature is all there is), you’ll 

struggle to show them that Jesus rose from the grave. To them, there is no God who 
can cause supernatural events. The critical discussion that needs to take place is at 
the worldview level so they can see there is a God who can act in creation. 

 If someone has bought into critical theory, you won’t get very far showing them 

the problems with cancel culture and intersectionality. To them, the world is divid-
ed into oppressors and the oppressed (a social binary). The critical discussion that 
needs to take place is at the worldview level so they can see that critical theory pre-

sumes a faulty view of reality. Consequently, its proposed solutions are also mistak-
en. 

 Trying to change someone’s mind without addressing the underlying worldview 
feels like hitting your head against a wall. That’s why I love Francis Schaeffer’s in-
sight (from A Christian Manifesto) into the futility of only addressing the symptoms 

of a worldview. 

 The basic problem of the Christians in this country in the last eighty years or so, 
in regard to society and in regard to government, is that they have seen things in 
bits and pieces instead of totals. 

 They have very gradually become disturbed over permissiveness, pornography, 
the public schools, the breakdown of the family, and finally abortion. But they have 
not seen this as a totality—each thing being a part, a symptom, of a much larger 

problem. They have failed to see that all of this has come about due to a shift in 
world view—that is, through a fundamental change in the overall way people think 

and view the world and life as a whole.... 
 What we must understand is that the two world views really do bring forth with 
inevitable certainty not only personal differences, but also total differences in regard 

to society, government, and law. 
 This explains why you might discuss cancel culture or intersectionality with an 

advocate of such ideas but fail to make any meaningful progress. I know I have. 
The problem, as Schaeffer so eloquently articulates, is that we see and address the 
bits and pieces of a much more fundamental worldview. We fail, though, to address 

the underlying problem. 
 So while I’m suggesting the correct course of action is to get equipped on critical 
theory so you can address cultural concerns at the more fundamental level, we 

Christians need to learn a lesson. It’s currently late in the game to learn about criti-
cal theory so we can undermine its effect on culture. I still think we should do it, 

but Christians are responding to a problem rather than preemptively addressing it. 
 Therefore, let’s start learning about the worldview and ideas that will revolution-
ize our culture in 10 years, 20 years, and 50 years. Let’s develop a system of train-

ing Christians so we’re not caught off guard like we are today (Col. 2:8). It takes 
effort and energy to make education a priority, but we need to do it so we can de-
stroy false ideas (2 Cor. 10:3–5). After all, there’s no virtue in being late to the party 

when it comes to corrosive ideas that degrade our culture and make it more hostile 
to the gospel and Christian worldview. ❖ 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ralph & Elaine Elliott 

Cru - Belgium 

Arrival in Antwerp, Belgium 

 After almost twenty years, Elaine and I made 
another long term move from one country to anoth-
er. In 2001 we moved our family from Orlando, 

Florida, to Istanbul, Turkey. During this month of 
November 2020, we moved again—this time just 
Elaine and I, not our family of six—to the city of 

Antwerp, Belgium. 

 We finally arrived in Antwerp on November 2! Elaine and I managed to sur-

vive in our new empty Antwerp apartment for two weeks with just a couple 
chairs, a few pots and pans, and an air mattress (which our Belgian partner couple 

here graciously provided) —along with the luggage we carried on the plane. 
Elaine had found this apartment over the internet so this would be the first time 
we had seen the apartment in person! It was a good choice (kudos to Elaine’s skill 

and thanks to God!) Everything went fairly smoothly except losing my wallet on 
the train between Brussels and Antwerp. 

 Finally, two weeks later on November 17, our goods and furniture arrived by 
truck from Istanbul via Germany and Holland. What a welcome sight to see! It 
was an adjustment to both move in as well as do initial settling-in to a country 

that is on almost total shut down due to the Covid virus. Prior to our departure, 
during September and October, most of Turkey was open and almost back to nor-
mal, just like the southern parts of the US are now (however, Turkey has since 

shut down again due to rising rates of infection). 
 The process of moving was harder than I remembered it to be or expected to be. 

Perhaps it was the age factor kicking in. We contracted with a Turkish moving 
company in Istanbul to move our goods from Istanbul to Antwerp. The Turkish 
company was made up of all Kurdish people from the president on down to the 

individual workers. This turned out to be a blessing in many ways, especially since 
all their company partners, moving-related business connections, and contacts in 
Antwerp were also all Turkish/Kurdish, so it was easy to instantly communicate 

and be understood in Antwerp via the Turkish language. 
 

An Amazing Ethnic Complexity 

 Belgium, and Antwerp in particular, have become quite a mix of cultures over 

the years. You can find almost every nationality imaginable within their borders. 
The same could be said about certain cities and areas within the US but in Bel-
gium it is more amplified and obvious since so many ethnic peoples exist within 
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Bible Reading Schedule  

December 2020 

James 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 

19 Know this, my  

beloved brothers:  

let every person be 

quick to hear,  

slow to speak,  

slow to anger;  
20 for the anger of man 

does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

 

James 1:19-20 ESV 

Nursery December 13 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Ashley Strickland, Myri Hymon 

 

Nursery December 22 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Mary Ann Fowler, Kay Stanford 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Elinor & Mike Morris 

a much smaller area. We see this di-
versity every day in a smaller size city 

like Antwerp (about a half a million 
people). 

 Our apartment is in a very central lo-
cation near the main train station. In just 
the 5 - 6 block area around where we 

live, you can find Africans, Indian/
Pakistanis, Russians, Polish, Turkish, 
Orthodox Jewish, and Moroccans. The 

most numerous groups are the Orthodox 
Jewish and the Moroccans—an unlikely 

mix based on the two groups’ religious 
beliefs and traditions. 
 During this shutdown during Covid, 

Elaine and I have been trying to focus 
more time in prayer. One of our re-

gional leaders has been praying that 
God would do 10 years’ amount of 
ministry in just our first year in Bel-

gium! We are in agreement in asking 
that God would work according along 
the lines of Ephesians 3:20 during our 

time here as we are faithful to minister 
His Word and proclaim His name! 

Thank you for your prayers...we’ll 
keep you updated! 
 Wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving 

and beginning to the Christmas season! 
 

Ralph and Elaine 
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For Hearing Impaired 

If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

 

Lockup Deacons for December: Kelly Stanford, Michael Kleinpeter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube  10:30 a.m. 

Deacon Election 5:30 p.m. 

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Monday 

Caroling    6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Senior Saints’ Christmas Luncheon   12:00 p.m. 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting  & live stream on YouTube 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Esther”  Youth House: Steve Posner 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


