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Announcements 

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

 

Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Banquet 

Our annual banquet is Wednesday, December 9, at 7:00 p.m. Menu will include Prime 

Rib, Barbecue, Ham, Vegetables and Desserts. $7.00 per adult, $4.00 per child over 3, 

and no family need pay over $25! Please sign up on Flocknote or call the church office 
asap! Tom is organizing a special section for those wishing to socially distance. Contact 

him if you are interested in this option. 
 

Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall on 

Thursday, December 10. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed 

live on YouTube. 
 

Military Bible Sticks 
Please read the insert about the Military Bible Sticks. We will collect gifts for this minis-

try through next Sunday, December 13. Just place in the memo what your gift is for. 

Thank you! 
 

Deacon Election & Evening Worship 
There is a special called meeting scheduled for Sunday, December 13, at 5:30 p.m., for 

the election of new deacons. Howard Ernst, Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter, and     
Napoleon Martin have been nominated, and have agreed to serve if elected. Evening 

worship will follow the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Caroling! 
Anyone who wants to go caroling, sign up and meet at the church Monday, December 

14, at 6:00 p.m. Hot chocolate and coffee are available afterwards! 
 

Poinsettias 
If you would like to place a poinsettia in memory or honor of someone, let Dawn or 

Janice in the office know. Poinsettias are $20 each. 

December 6,  2020 

FABC Elders 

mailto:bob@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
mailto:tim@fabchurch.com
http://www.fabchurch.com
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December 6, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 

Matthew 1:18-22 
 

Hymn #94, bulletin p. 4 
“What Child Is This?” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Steve Posner 
Psalm 103:8-12 

 

Hymn #92, bulletin p. 5 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 5:21-34 

Shawn Champion 
 

Hymn #89, bulletin p. 6 
“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

Message 

Tom Keller 
Consider the Science: 

Does Science Support the Bible? Matthew 16:1-4 
 

Hymn, below 
“Christmas Doxology” 

Angels from the Realms of Glory tune 

 

Christmas Doxology 
All Creation, join in praising, 

God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

Evermore your voices raising 
To th’eternal three in one: 

Come and worship,  

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
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A.M. Notes  

Consider the Science: 

Does Science Support the Bible? 

Matthew 16:1-4 
 
I. Introduction: “Consider the Science” 
 

a. Two kinds of Science 
i. Experimental Science: “REPEATABLE”  
 

ii. Historical Science: “REPEATABLE”  
 

 
b. Two deciding elements of science 

i. Belief in God 

 
ii. Worldview 

 
 
II. Evaluating the Facts (vs. 1-3a) 

a. Logical Interpretation: Premise and Conclusion 
 
b. The Missing Component: Evil and Adulterous 

 
 

III. Missing the Spiritual Signs (vs. 3b-4) 
a. Consider the Context (Matthew 15:29-39) 
 

b. Consider Jesus (Matthew 16:4) 
 

 
IV. Conclusion:  Finding God in Science. 

a. Two Conclusions: 

i. Nothing + Chance = Everything 
 
ii. Nothing + God = Everything 

 
b. Design Requires a Designer (Romans 1) 

 
c. Big Bang: Chaos and Destruction 
 

d. Low Probability:  
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Military Bible Sticks 

Please read the insert about the Military Bible Sticks. We will collect gifts for this 

ministry through next Sunday, December 13. Just place in the memo what your gift 
is for. Thank you! 
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Articles 
2020 Will Not Be Wasted 
Anonymous 
 

 What a year 2020 has been. It's been described by some as a “terrible” year or 
even the “worst year” globally. Although historians would no doubt point out that 

there are some very strong other contenders for the “worst year”, it’s certainly true 
to say that 2020 has been a year like no other in our lifetimes. Even now the effects 

of Coronavirus continue to reverberate around our lives and compound the 
“normal” struggles of life. As we get to the end of this year, it’s tempting to draw a 
line under it and try to move on.  

 I’m not tempted to pretend that 2020 never happened but I do feel the draw of 
deciding to write-off 2020, like a bad investment or broken asset. I could just admit 

that 2020 was pretty terrible, try not to dwell on it too much and get on with 2021. 
There are still six weeks to go of 2020 but it’s tempting just to try and get on with 
2021 right now. I can’t change the calendar and make 2021 come any faster, but I 

can at least get on with planning 2021. 
 Yet one idea keeps circling around my head. 
 2020 will not be wasted. 

 My friend and mentor when I was at university was the first person who repeated 
this idea to me, over and over again, until the words had sunk into my brain. God 

does not waste experiences, as I processed some difficult things that had happened. 

And over the last ten years, it’s a thought that has stuck with me. 
 God does not waste experiences. 
 “In all things, God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28). Or, to 

rephrase, God has worked, and is working, for the good of his children in every part 

of their lives. There is no part of our lives that is redundant in the long, slow process 
of God conforming us to the image of his Son. There is no situation that God can-
not and does not use. 

 If we could see our lives from a bird’s eye view, there would be no section that we 
could trim a little bit off for a more streamlined sanctification. If we could see how 

God is weaving and pulling together the strands of our days and weeks and months, 
there would not be one useless thread to pick out. 
 This goes against our normal thinking. We look at events in our lives and we can-

not comprehend how God could pull anything out of value out of them. I’ve looked 
at the mismatch between my hopes for 2020 and the reality; from a human perspec-

tive, I’m at a loss to figure out how much of this year could be anything but a 
waste. 
 But 2020 will not be wasted because God does not waste experiences. If you have 

been united to Christ, then there is not one moment of 2020 that you can describe 
as worthless. The mundane, the disappointing, the hard, the boring, the encourag-
ing, the heartbreaking - God won’t squander a second of it. We may not know what 

good God will bring from 2020 but we can trust our heavenly Father to use it for 
his glory and to make us more like Christ.  

 Of all the adjectives that we could use to describe 2020, it has not been a waste of 
a year. ❖ 
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Judge Not the Lord by Feeble Sense  

(Feelings and Faith) 
If I think my feelings and emotions are part of the gospel, my assurance will quickly 

decline on days I’m not treasuring Christ above all. 

by Rev. Shane Lems 
 

 The way we react or respond to the gospel is not the gospel. My feelings and 

emotions about Christ are not good news. The empty tomb does not depend upon 
how much I treasure Jesus. My delighting in Christ is not at the heart of the apos-
tolic preaching of the cross. The level of my satisfaction in Jesus doesn’t affect the 

historical facts that he died and was raised. 
 Why are these things worth mentioning? Well, for one thing, they have to do 
with assurance of salvation. If a Christian thinks his response to the gospel is part of 

the gospel, his assurance will be like a roller coaster that rises and falls with his feel-
ings. If a believer thinks her delighting in Christ or finding satisfaction in Christ is 

part of the good news, her assurance will ebb and flow with her emotional state.  In 
other words, if I think my feelings and emotions are part of the gospel, my assur-
ance will quickly decline on days I’m not treasuring Christ above all. 

 I appreciate how Thomas Brooks discussed this in his book The Unsearchable Rich-

es of Christ. When talking to Christians about growing in grace, one bit of counsel he 

gives is this: “Take heed of making sense and feeling a judge of your condition.” 
 

Though there is nothing more dangerous, yet there is nothing more ordinary, than for weak 
saints to make their sense and feeling the judge of their condition. Ah, poor souls, this is 
dishonorable to God and very disadvantageous to yourselves. Sense is sometimes opposite to 
reason, but always to faith. Therefore do as those worthies did, ‘We walk by faith, and not 
by sight’ (2 Cor. 5.8-9). 

 

 Brooks then lists many emotional worries a Christian may have, like not feeling 
God’s “enlivening presence” or not being “melted” or “enlarged” as earlier in his 
Christian life. A Christian might not feel God’s nearness or perhaps not find prayer 

as sweet as before. Brooks writes, 
 

 If you will make sense and feeling the judge of your state and condition, you will never 
have peace or comfort all your days. Your state, O Christian, may be very good, when sense 
and feeling says it is very bad. …The best of Christian men have at times lost that quicken-
ing, ravishing, and comforting presence of God that once they have enjoyed. And verily, he 
that makes sense and carnal reason a judge of his condition, shall be happy and miserable, 
blessed and cursed, saved and lost, many times in a day, yes, in an hour. 
 The counsel that I would give to such a soul that is apt to set up reason [or feeling] in the 

place of faith is this: Whatsoever your state and condition is, never makes sense and feeling 
the judge of it, but only the word of God. …It will never be well with you as long as you are 
swayed by carnal reason, and rely more on your five senses than the four evangelists. Re-
member Job was famous for his confidence as for his patience: “Though he slay me, yet I 
will trust in him” (Job 13:15). 

 
 I don’t always feel like a good Christian. I sometimes don’t think about satisfac-

tion in Christ. Other times I feel quite close to the Lord and am abundantly thank-
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Christianity does not start with “Jesus saves you from your sins.” It starts with “In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”  

F. Schaeffer 

ful for his blessings. However, no matter how I feel, no matter what emotional state 
I’m in, I know that the gospel is still true. The blood of Jesus that he shed on the 

cross still cleanses me from all my sin. The tomb is still empty even if at the mo-
ment I’m not emotionally moved by that awesome truth. My assurance stands firm 

because my faith rests in facts, not feelings. Feelings come and go, but facts stay 
put. As the old hymn says, “Judge not the Lord by feeble sense but trust him for his 
grace.” 

 
The above quote by Brooks is found on pages 94-95 of his Works, Volume III. ❖ 

 

 

Three Reasons Why College Students Leave  

Christianity 
by Greg Koukl – apologist 

 

Question: What are the top 3 reasons why Christians fall-out from their faith (and 

choose other religion or be an atheist), and how can we help them to get back with 
Christ? 

 Principally, Christians that “lose their faith” frequently never had much confi-
dence in it to begin with. The current data shows that those who jettison Christiani-

ty in college have already begun to fade in junior high & high school but only went 
public when they entered the secular environment of the academy. Simply put, we 
lost them early while they were still in church under our watch. 

 Their chief general reason for dropping out is this: The questions they asked in 
church as teenagers were never answered—and often were never even welcome. 
Since they had no good evidence Christianity was actually true, they had no good 

reason to stick with it when the cultural pressure in the university pushed them 
away from Christianity rather than towards it. 

 Here’s another issue that may initially surprise you until you think about it a mo-
ment: sex. It’s much easier to follow the rules when friends & family & youth lead-
ers are looking over your shoulder. Move hundreds or even thousands of miles 

away, though, & everything changes. There are few external incentives encouraging 
the Christian to be virtuous. Just the opposite. To complicate matters, a recent re-

frain from non-Christians is that if God exists He can’t be good since He doesn’t 
allow us to satisfy our sexual impulses—however varied they might be—at will. 
This is compelling for young people looking for love in all the wrong places. 

 The third significant speed bump for college kids is a host of issues regarding the 
Bible—slavery, patriarchy, apparent ethnic cleansing and genocide, sexual re-
straints, etc. These are tougher issues because they require big-picture thinking 

about God’s designs & also an understanding both of the purpose of the Mosaic 
Law & the prevailing cultural conditions in the ancient Near East that the Law was 

speaking into & was, in many cases, improving. ❖ 



10  

 Missionary of the Week 
 

Jerry Fields 

RCE - Spain 

Jerry ministers at the Evangelical Christian Academy in 
Spain. He sent this letter last week. You can email Jerry 

at Jerry.Fields@ecaspain.com and tell him what you are 
thankful for! 

 
We have so much to be thankful for, even during this 
time of Covid! I want to list a few things I am thankful 

for. 
 

 I am thankful for a great God who is trustworthy 
everyday! 

 For so great a salvation from such depths of sin 

 For faithful partners in ministry who have supported 
for 30 years 

 For children who are faithfully following the Lord 

 For students who genuinely want to see Christ uplifted throughout the world 

 For the ability to still be able to minister to people here in Spain 

 And especially to still have in-person classes at school 
 
The list could go on and on. But that last one is a really big deal for us here in 

Spain. Sure it is really hard to teach all day with a mask on and remember to al-
ways keep social distances between us. To have to sanitize the room between every 
class, to make the kids go outside for 10 min between each class, etc. There are 

LOTS of safety rules we have to follow. BUT, we are still in-person and we are so 
thankful for that. 

 
Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 
 

Go and tell someone how thankful you are! 
Love you all! 
 

Jerry Fields  

 
Jerry’s letter contained a link to a video that can be found here:  

https://youtu.be/Bk_7wUR2Wdg 
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T 
here should be something about 
Christians (us) that the world 

can’t quite understand. I don’t 
mean that people would think of us as 

strange or weird but that they would 
certainly see something different about 
us. 

 Instead we kind of blend in. There’s 
nothing different about us. We are con-
ditioned to think, talk and believe in the 

way the culture encourages us to think, 
talk, and believe, but we forget that our 

culture isn’t a Biblical one. 
 As Christians we ought to feel some 
discontentment here. We ought to feel 

like this world is not our home. YET 
many of us do feel at home here, at 

home in our world and comfortable in 
what we have. 

The Martyr’s Oath 

A 
 real church as set forth in the 
NT is not a support group. It’s 

not a social club or a counseling 
center. It’s a family of redeemed sinners 

who have God as their Father through 
their union with Jesus Christ. It’s a body 
knit together by the Holy Spirit so that 

together all are built up and strength-
ened and loved. Church is God’s idea. 

Bible Reading Schedule  

December 2020 

James 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 

19 Know this, my  

beloved brothers:  

let every person be 

quick to hear,  

slow to speak,  

slow to anger;  
20 for the anger of man 

does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

 

James 1:19-20 ESV 

Nursery December 6 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Carolyn Blanton, Cindy Wise 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Ashley Strickland, Myri Hymon 

 

Nursery December 13 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker 
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For Hearing Impaired 

If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 

your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 

Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

 

Lockup Deacons for December: Kelly Stanford, Michael Kleinpeter 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube  10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 

Christmas Banquet   7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting  & live stream on YouTube 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 

Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 
Adult 

“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 

“Esther”  Youth House: Steve Posner 
  

Children & Students 

Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 

Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 

   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 

K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 

3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 

Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion 

Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 


