H omecom ing v N ov ember 15, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Welcome!

Thanks for joining us for our 52nd Annual Homecoming. We are thankful to God
for His blessings and for the opportunities we have had to share the gospel of Jesus
Christ in our community, and beyond through our missionary support ministry!
Thank you for being a part of our church family in some way over the last 52 years.
Please remain after the worship service and have lunch with us.

Announcements
Senior Saints’ Lunch
The Senior Saints will have lunch together in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday,
November 17, from noon to 1:00. Please sign up at the link that was sent in a
Flocknote.

Senior Saints’ Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the fellowship hall on
November 19, Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live on
YouTube.

Thanksgiving Baskets
It’s that time again! If you know of any family in need of help with a Thanksgiving
meal, please inform the office. Also, please bring any non perishable goods that
would be appropriate to the church and place on the shelves in the sanctuary foyer.

Charity Drives
Chatham Emergency Services is running both a coat drive and a toy drive. Posters
with the information you need and numbers to contact with questions are on the
hall bulletin board. Check it out and see if you can help!

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Church Phone:
912-355-0949
Elder
office@fabchurch.com
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com www.fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Homecoming v November 15, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Hebrews 11:1-3
Hymn, bulletin p. 4
“Faith of Our Fathers”

Prayer of General Confession
Bob Dimmitt
John 6:35-37

Hymn, bulletin p. 5
“A Glorious Church”

Scripture Reading
Mark 4:21-34
Robert Holland
Hymn, bulletin p. 6
“For All the Saints”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 10
1 Corinthians 12:7-8a & 10, 1 Corinthians #79

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 10
1 Corinthians #79
1 Corinthians 12:7-8a & 10
The ability to judge between spirits is the ability to tell whether a particular phenomenon is from the Spirit of God, from a person's own spirit, or from some demonic spirit; one might call it the supernatural ability to avoid being deceived. –
Zodhiates
1 John 4:1-6
“test the spirits to see whether they are from God.” The present imperative verb “test”
presents this as a standing duty, while the second person plural lays this duty on all
the readers.-Wuest
Lightfoot: John is calling us “to use our heads and to examine closely the theologies and doctrines of all our teachers. There are no benefits to ignorance or to
sloppy thinking.”
This testing implies the existence of an objective standard according to which the
test is applied, and it has a clear precedent in the OT.

Every spirit approved “confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” The verb
“confesses” denotes not just a mere verbal acknowledgment but an open and forthright declaration of the message as one’s own position. The present tense marks it
as an ongoing acknowledgment.-Wuest
The perfect tense, “has come in the flesh,” makes clear that when Jesus Christ came
into this world to carry out His messianic mission, He took on Himself a real human body. The perfect tense also marks the Incarnation as an abiding reality. This
permanent union of the divine and the human now qualifies Him to be the Mediator between God and men.-Vincent

John’s negative statement also comprehends any spirit speaking through a false
prophet that sought to hide its true identity by avoiding discussion of the decisive
issue. John knew that what such a spirit did not say about Jesus in speaking of Him
was also significant.
John is in no doubt that denial of the apostolic confession about Jesus Christ is not
merely intellectual error, still less ‘advanced theology’; it represents the very spirit of
rebellion against God and can only be condemned.
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Thank you so much to all who have reached out to me and my family
since I had the hip replacement! The meals were delicious, and the
cards, messages and calls were an encouragement to me especially
since it was difficult to leave the house and be with people, especially
the body of Christ.
But by far, I truly appreciate all your prayers! I had zero pain
immediately after surgery and was even able to walk that afternoon. I
haven't had any serious setbacks and the doctors/nurses think my
progress is on track. Thank you again for the love you have shown us.

Cindy Wise
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Articles
What If God Takes It All Away?
Trusting Him through Financial Struggles
by author Sarah Walton

Recently we drove past our old house for the first time since downsizing. Immediately, our four children began rehearsing memories, noting every part of the
house that they missed. Once again, they struggled to understand why we had to
give it all up.
As hard as I tried to respond with confidence that it was the right thing for our
family to follow God’s leading — even at the cost of financial comfort and a home
we loved — deep down, I wrestled with my own nostalgia and questions.
Living on Far Less
Rewind six years when we were living well below our means, carefully planning
for the future, and seeking wise counsel to be good stewards of our rising income.
But, in his strange sovereignty, God chose to teach us how little control we really
had.
Even as our oldest child’s neurological challenges seemed to consume us, other
pressures were mounting. My health continued to decline and my husband’s on-call
job often left me feeling like a single parent. Medical bills increased, and our confidence in the future was replaced by a growing reality that our family was in crisis.
God led us to a place where there was no other option but to let go of all we had
saved, planned, and worked hard for. Within a few short months, my husband took
a new job that brought significantly less income (but allowed him to be home more
often). We sold our dream home, moved in with my parents, and were completely
unsure of what the future held.
Am I Trusting in Prosperity?
Where did we go wrong? Maybe somewhere, but maybe nowhere.
Although God commands us to live wisely with what he entrusts us with, he ultimately asks us to trust him above all else, no matter the cost.
Through all of this, even in our desire to use our resources for God’s glory, he has
taught me to search my heart by continually asking three questions.
1. Do I live in fear of losing my comfort? - If we desire worldly comforts, and fear
earthly loss more than we fear God, then we will likely make decisions and plans
according to what we think will keep our lives most comfortable. Looking back, I
can now see the Lord’s severe mercy in overturning the plans we had set for our
lives. He removed all of our earthly means to find comfort and security in this
world. It was painful, yes, but it was also freeing.
As our eyes become increasingly fixed on fearing the Lord and trusting his promises for us, we can live in greater freedom to plan and live wisely according to
God’s plan, rather than living in bondage to our own.
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2. What legacy am I leaving? - Where we pour our time, energy, and money is a
part of building the legacy that we will leave when we are gone. Are we working so
many hours for our family’s comfort but are never there to invest in them spiritually
and relationally? Are we so focused on planning for the future that we miss how
God is calling us to live radically in the present? Or, does our lifestyle suggest that
this earth actually is our home?
I am not saying we should not enjoy the gifts that God has given us, but we are
commanded to be good stewards of what God has entrusted to us. We should be
frequently asking the Holy Spirit to examine our hearts and show us where earthy
treasures are motivating us more than eternal ones, that we might pursue righteousness above all else (Matthew 6:33).
3. Whether in prosperity or need, is Jesus enough? - We should plan and save —
but is Christ enough if he chooses to take it all away?
In a two-year period, we went from debating how to redesign and remodel our
kitchen to wrestling with how we would feed our family of six on food stamps.
Both seasons have presented different challenges. In comfort, it was a constant
temptation to put our confidence and joy in the false security that wealth gave us.
While we desired to honor Christ with all that we had, if I’m honest, it was far too
easy to be distracted by the excess.
Far Greater Treasure
Admittedly, the past two years have tested us in other ways as well. We’ve wrestled with trusting the Lord’s leading when it seemed only to lead to greater need
and suffering. We were tempted to envy the seemingly comfortable lives of those
around us. We’ve questioned why God would allow us to lose everything when we
earnestly sought to honor him in our steps. We have struggled to understand why
God has taken away provisions for the necessary treatments and doctors that our
family’s chronic health issues require. At times, we have struggled to see God’s provisions and undeserving gifts because we were so focused on what we had lost.
By his grace, he has continually shown himself faithful, providing in his way and
timing, while changing our hearts along the way.
In whatever season you find yourself, hold firmly to the truth that Christ is and
will always be enough (Philippians 4:19). He is a greater treasure than anything else
this world can give. Sometimes, it may take losing everything on this earth to truly
come to believe that with every ounce of our being.
Plan for the Future — But Don’t Hope in It
Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the
world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with
these we will be content. (1 Timothy 6:6-8)
We are commanded to be content today because none of us have a guarantee of
what tomorrow holds. Therefore, as Christ-honoring as it is to steward our resources wisely — to plan and save for an emergency fund, home, and retirement —
we must always be on guard that we are not placing our hope in them. As we grow
in understanding how temporary this life really is, we will learn to hold more
loosely to our plans, live in freedom rather than fear, and be willing to spend ourselves more radically for the Lord.
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When we find ourselves with a comfortable bank account and all of our efforts
panning out as we hoped, we must be careful that our security and joy is not found
there. We must boldly ask the Lord to both keep us dependent and to help us, in
any situation, to glorify him. May we be slow to judge those who are struggling
(not assuming it’s their own laziness or poor judgment), and quick to see how
God’s grace has provided for us abundantly for his purposes.
You Can Lean on Him
If, on the other hand, you are reeling from the loss of what you worked hard for,
or are carrying the burden of an uncertain future, take heart and rest in the one who
sees your needs and is faithful to provide.
May this be a season that you see and savor an increased desire and love for
Christ as you lean on him for your current and future needs. Be careful of giving
way to resentment or envy towards those who appear to be more comfortable. Your
intense season of need may be the greatest gift of grace that God has given you for
his eternal purposes. v

T

he laws of logic] were placed in our minds by the Creator during the act of
creation. We speak because God has spoken. God is not the author of confusion, irrationality, or the absurd. Furthermore, his words are meant to be
understood by his creatures, and a necessary condition for his creature's understanding of those words is that they are intelligible and not irrational.”
RC Sproul

D

eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the
meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the
compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah,
the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of
Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin.
E. Draper

Important Musical Archaelogical Find
In 1918, in an ancient city of Egypt, called Oxyrhynchus, a papyrus fragment was
discovered, which later turned out to be invaluable, for on the back of it was written a music piece with Greek letter notation, which is the hymn to the Holy Trinity, thus known to be Oxyrhynchus Hymn, the oldest known music notation and lyrics of a Christian hymn (believed to have been written in the late 200’s).
This is a translation of that hymn from Greek to English:
Let the world be silent
Let not the stars shine their lights
Calm the winds, silence the rivers
Let all praise the Father, the Son and the Holy spirit
Let all sing together, Amen, Amen.
Let kings bow, and God receive the glory!
The sole giver of good things, Amen, Amen.
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FABC Missionaries
...you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth. Acts 1:8b

Missionary

Organization/Field

Quarterly Support

Daugalasi & Carlota Adam

Gospelink - Mozambique

$600

Kris & Nina Brackett

Grace Ministries Intl. - Croatia

$900

Cham Chuen

Gospelink - Cambodia

$600

Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia

Savannah, Georgia

$900

John & Gail Conner

Avant - Tulsa, Oklahoma

$900

Ralph & Elaine Elliott

Cru - Belgium

$1200

Jerry Fields

RCE - Spain

$2400

Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum

Ariel Ministries - Texas

Good News Jail & Prison Ministry Pakistan & Tyumen, Siberia

$900
$3000

Dr. Tony & Sharon Gould

SIM - Sumter, South Carolina

$600

Pascal & Becky Grenade

Global Faith Mission - Mauritius

$900

David & Natalie Holsten

MAF - Nampa, Idaho

Shannon & Danielle Hurley

S.O.S. Ministries - Uganda

$900

Mario & Elizabeta Kushner

Croatia

$600

Wilfred & Carol Matham

ICBM - South Africa

$900

Carlos & Sandy Rios

TEAM - Guadalajara, Mexico

$1050

Jim & Karan Romaine

CPI - New York

$1500

Kendra Stanford

World Horizons - Business as Mission

Ray & Marti Williams

TEAM - Global Leadership
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$1800

$900
$1800

T

he price of refusing to forgive is
high. Unforgiveness produces hatred, bitterness, animosity, anger,
and retribution. It not only clogs up the
arteries but also the courts with thousands of vengeful lawsuits. Refusing to
forgive imprisons people in their past.
Unforgiving people keep their pain alive
by constantly picking at the open
wounds and keeping it from healing.
Bitterness takes root in their hearts and
defiles them (Heb. 12:15). Anger rages
out of control and negative emotions run
unchecked. Life is filled with turmoil
and strife instead of joy and peace.
John MacArthur

I

f there is no God and we live in a
strictly material, evolving universe,
violence and suffering are just a part
of the natural world with no inherent
morality attached to them. In this case
violence would not be evil; it would simply be a part of the evolutionary process.
Without God compassion for others is
nothing but chemical changes in the
brain. Suffering is meaningless, violence
is meaningless. There is no such thing as
good or evil.
Bob Dimmitt

A

real church as set forth in the
NT is not a support group. It’s
not a social club or a counseling
center. It’s a family of redeemed sinners
who have God as their Father through
their union with Jesus Christ. It’s a body
knit together by the Holy Spirit so that
together all are built up and strengthened and loved. Church is God’s idea.

Bible Reading Schedule
November 2020
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Memorize:
6

Therefore, as you
received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in
him,
7
rooted and built up in
him and established in
the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding
in thanksgiving.

#

Colossians 2:6-7 ESV
11

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
Homecoming Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube
Covered Dish Lunch: All invited to stay!
Wednesday
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on YouTube
Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting & live stream on YouTube

9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions
Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Adult
“Psalms”
“Esther”

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
Youth House: Steve Posner

Children & Students
Babies
Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges
Toddlers & PreK
Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/
Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys
Room 206: Bobby DeLoach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls
Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt

Lockup Deacons for November:

John Sumner, Lance Ficek

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.
Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:

355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
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