O ctober 4, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Church Services
Sign up for church is no longer necessary. Please keep in mind that the two overflow rooms are reserved for those wearing masks only. In the main sanctuary,
masks are optional. Thank you so much for your continued cooperation and grace
in all of this!
Our live stream schedule and links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found
on our website: www.fabchurch.com/live-stream

Sunday School
We are meeting for Sunday School beginning today, October 4, at 9:30 a.m.!
Classes offered are on page 16.

Evening Worship Service
Make plans to join us tonight, October 4, at 6:00 p.m. for our informal evening
worship time in the Fellowship Hall. This meeting features prayer requests, with
immediate prayer offered, an interview with a member, a devotional message, and
great music. There is plenty of room to spread out.

Elders’ Meeting
The elders will meet on Tuesday, October 6, at 7:00 p.m. Please respond to the
email you received if you have anything you would like them to pray about. These
requests are not shared outside the elders’ meeting.

Senior Saints Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the fellowship hall on
October 8. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live on
Facebook and YouTube.
Continued on p. 4
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Steve Posner

October 4, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Psalm 103:1-5
Hymn #13, bulletin p. 5

“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”

Prayer of General Confession
Tom Keller
Ephesians 1:7

Hymn #129, bulletin p. 6
“At the Cross”

Scripture Reading
Mark 2:13-22
Bob Dimmitt
Hymn, bulletin p. 7
“Beneath the Cross”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 4
1 Corinthians 12:4-9, 1 Corinthians #73

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 4
1 Corinthians #73
1 Corinthians 12:4-9
A person grows in their faith by increasing the number of biblical propositions
which they believe.
Mark 9:20-24
Belief & unbelief do not coexist at the same time.
The father meant Lord, I do believe You can heal my son. Help my vulnerability to
unbelief.

We may experience this in times of crises; we vacillate between confidence in what
God has promised & lack of confidence.
Luke 17:1-6
It may have been hard for them to believe that acting in this way is a good idea. Or
possibly they doubted not the wisdom of it, but their ability to do what He says.

Matthew 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8; Luke 12:28 in all five passages Jesus rebuked the
disciples for having “little faith.”
Their little faith (in Matthew 6) was the fact that they did not yet believe that the
Father would meet their basic needs as long as they served Him.

Corrective for our “lack of faith”
Read & Meditate – Psalm 1
Faith without Works Is Dead – James 2:17-26

3

Continued from p. 1

Deacons’ Meeting
Deacons will meet on Tuesday, October 13, at 7:00 p.m.

Congregational Meeting & Evening Service
We have a quarterly congregational meeting scheduled for Sunday, October 18.
The time will be announced. After the meeting, at 6:00 p.m., our Sunday evening
worship service will commence and include communion.

Senior Saints’ Fellowship Lunch
The Senior Saints will have another fellowship lunch in the Fellowship Hall on
Tuesday, October 27, from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Details and signup to come.

Directories
It is almost time to receive new directories! Please supply any updated address and
phone number information along with an updated photo, if needed, to Dawn Stanford
in the office. You can email dawn@fabchurch.com or call the office at 355-0949. Please
be proactive in this, as we want the directory to be as up to date as possible! Thanks for
your help!

R

emember that Satan is the enemy of believers AND the enemy of unbelievers, for he desires to keep them in a state of blindness; he works at keeping
them captive to do his will in order to prevent them from coming to a knowledge of the truth. That is why we are not called to abuse, insult, or condemn people
no matter what they believe or how they live. This is true even if they abuse, insult,
and misrepresent or curse us. Rather we are to pray for them, think about them
with respect, and speak of and to them with words that are gracious. The unbeliever is hostage to the enemy of our soul. Our desire? To help release those who
are captives, share the Gospel.

S

elf-seeking leads to the loss of real life, and our experience of this loss is often
what we define as “there is something missing.” This is what sends us on a
perpetual search for that one next thing. For many, that one next thing seems
to lie in the relational arena. Single women want to be married. Married women
want a better marriage. Childless women want babies. Mothers want happier children. Empty-nesters want grandchildren. For some it’s more meaningful work.
There’s nothing wrong with these desires—we’re hard wired to want them. BUT at
the same time, if we live to get them, we’re sure to find them hollow when we do.
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Articles
Today’s Tumultuous Times Are the
Result of a Worldview
by Alan Shlemon
Imagine you don’t know you have COVID-19 but experience fever and nasal
drip. You take a Tylenol for the fever and an antihistamine for the nasal drip. You
begin to feel better after a day, but soon the symptoms return. Plus, you start coughing and feel short of breath. You could address the new symptoms, but what you
begin to realize is that you have a more fundamental problem—a virus—that is the
root of all your problems. Unless you get at the core issue and kill the virus, the
symptoms will keep presenting themselves.
That’s the problem with our current cultural symptoms. “Cancel culture,”
“intersectionality,” “white privilege,” “microaggression,” and many other buzz
words today are the logical consequences of an idea—critical theory—that has
taken a foothold in our society. Unless we address the problem at its core, no
amount of symptom alleviation will solve the problem.
This isn’t only the case with critical theory; it’s the case with any worldview. If
someone has swallowed postmodernism (the idea that truth is relative), you won’t
get very far trying to convince them that sex outside of marriage is wrong. To them,
they are the arbiter of right and wrong. The critical discussion that needs to take
place is at the worldview level so they can see that right and wrong are objectively—not subjectively—true.
If someone has adopted naturalism (the idea that nature is all there is), you’ll
struggle to show them that Jesus rose from the grave. To them, there is no God who
can cause supernatural events. The critical discussion that needs to take place is at
the worldview level so they can see there is a God who can act in creation.
If someone has bought into critical theory, you won’t get very far showing them
the problems with cancel culture and intersectionality. To them, the world is divided into oppressors and the oppressed (a social binary). The critical discussion
that needs to take place is at the worldview level so they can see that critical theory
presumes a faulty view of reality. Consequently, its proposed solutions are also mistaken.
Trying to change someone’s mind without addressing the underlying worldview
feels like hitting your head against a wall. That’s why I love Francis Schaeffer’s insight (from A Christian Manifesto) into the futility of only addressing the symptoms
of a worldview.
The basic problem of the Christians in this country in the last eighty years or
so, in regard to society and in regard to government, is that they have seen things
in bits and pieces instead of totals.
They have very gradually become disturbed over permissiveness, pornography,

8

the public schools, the breakdown of the family, and finally abortion. But they
have not seen this as a totality—each thing being a part, a symptom, of a much
larger problem. They have failed to see that all of this has come about due to a
shift in world view—that is, through a fundamental change in the overall way
people think and view the world and life as a whole....
What we must understand is that the two world views really do bring forth
with inevitable certainty not only personal differences, but also total differences in
regard to society, government, and law.
This explains why you might discuss cancel culture or intersectionality with an
advocate of such ideas but fail to make any meaningful progress. The problem, as
Schaeffer so eloquently articulates, is that we see and address the bits and pieces of
a much more fundamental worldview. We fail, though, to address the underlying
problem.
So while I’m suggesting the correct course of action is to get equipped on critical
theory so you can address cultural concerns at the more fundamental level, we
Christians need to learn a lesson. It’s currently late in the game to learn about critical theory so we can undermine its effect on culture. I still think we should do it,
but Christians are responding to a problem rather than preemptively addressing it.
Therefore, let’s start learning about the worldview and ideas that will revolutionize our culture in 10 years, 20 years, and 50 years. Let’s develop a system of training Christians so we’re not caught off guard like we are today (Col. 2:8). It takes
effort and energy to make education a priority, but we need to do it so we can destroy false ideas (2 Cor. 10:3–5). After all, there’s no virtue in being late to the party
when it comes to corrosive ideas that degrade our culture and make it more hostile
to the gospel and Christian worldview. v

F

ood for thought: Ever think that there are some drawbacks to the immense
freedom we have here in America? Here is one to ponder: so much freedom
can increase our loneliness because we no longer have to stay in one place and
“do life” with people who are also staying in this place; therefore we don’t make
commitments. Why commit if we don’t have to? Why risk getting stuck in undesirable circumstances …
Barry Cooper comments:
“The god of open options is a cruel and vindictive god. He will break your heart.
He will not let anyone get too close. But at the same time, because he is so spiteful,
he will not let anyone get too far away because that would mean they are no longer
an option. On and on it continues, exhausting, frustrating, confusing and endless,
pulling towards and then pushing away, like the tide on a beach, never finally committing one way or the other. We have been like the starving man sitting in front of
an all-you-can-eat buffet, dying simply because he would not choose between the
shrimp and the chicken. The god of open options is also a liar. He promises you
that by keeping your options open, you can have everything and everyone. But in
the end, you get nothing and no one.”
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A Brief Critique of Critical Race Theory
by Pastor Tom Ascol

Anyone who has kept up with Founders Ministries over the last few years can
attest that I have been concerned about CRT, Critical Theory (CT), and Intersectionality (I) since I recognized that these godless and materialistic ideologies were
making inroads into the evangelical world in general and the Southern Baptist Convention in particular. “Founders” has published dozens of articles on these subjects,
and we have addressed them in several podcasts.
With few exceptions, the response has been silence and antipathy. Some have
even suggested that no one really knows what CRT is, or that it is a mere
“boogeyman” designed to divide and scare God’s people. These types of responses
strike me as disingenuous at best and obfuscating at worst. Information on CRT
and its related ideologies is readily available.
But in an attempt to explain some of its more anti-gospel elements concisely, let
me offer the following condensed notations.
A major part of CRT is its presuppositions—which it demands you accept. These
include:

·

Racism is engrained in the fabric and system of the American society

·

Power structures based on white privilege and white supremacy exist and must
be overthrown.

·

These presuppositions are not to be questioned. They are asserted and acceptance is required. Otherwise, you are a racist and become “Exhibit A” for the
first presupposition listed above. Does this seem like a “boogeyman”?

The gospel teaches us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. It
makes no exceptions based on one’s melanin count or adherence to certain ideologies. CRT divides sinners into those who buy into its skewed view of the world and
those who do not, and who are therefore racists.
Because of its presuppositions, CRT never allows anyone to ask, “Does racism
exist in this situation?” That is always the wrong question. The right question,
which everyone must learn to ask at every point, is, “How is the racism that we
KNOW is present here actually working?” You see, CRT demands that you assume
racism. Suggesting otherwise is racist. Even asking for evidence is racist.
The only hope you can ever have of being (partially) justified in the CRT worldview is to:
1) accept its presuppositions, admit the inherent if unconscious racism of all white
people and black people who disagree because of “internalized whiteness,” and
2) give yourself to lifelong penance by becoming an “anti-racist,” which means far
more than you probably think when you hear the term. It is not consciously avoiding sinful partiality. Rather, it is a commitment to seeing racism everywhere in all
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people, rebuking it (and them), calling attention to it, and dismantling it. This form
of atonement is lifelong.
Still sound like a boogeyman?
The gospel provides full atonement in the once-for-all-death of Jesus on the cross.
All who turn from sin and trust Him are justified instantly and completely. There is
no need to do works—anti-racist or any other kind—in hopes of making oneself
acceptable to some unknowable standard. Justification is by grace, through faith in
Christ, without any works at all mixed into the foundation.
If a white person questions any of the tenets of CRT then he is judged to be a racist. If a black person questions any of it, he is dehumanized as not “authentically
black.” That is, he has a “black body but not a black voice.”
CRT (along with CT/I) is materialistic, Godless, unfalsifiable, and committed to
deconstructing society. Calling such destructive ideologies out, renouncing them,
and warning against them are no more divisive for Christians than is renouncing
gnosticism, materialism, bigotry, or adultery. To see Christian leaders suggest otherwise is a commentary on their leadership. Failure to renounce CRT is a dereliction of duty.
Any Christian leader who understands CT/CRT/I and refuses to reject them is
not a trustworthy guide in the battle that is currently raging within the church and
culture. Anyone who promotes any of these ideologies is either too naive to be a
leader or has become complicit with the enemy against Christ.
There is no neutral ground. v
How are there 6 billion people on the earth if we started with only Adam & Eve?
It’s not as hard as you think; let’s start in the beginning with one male and one female
(Adam and Eve). Now let’s assume that they marry and have children and that their
children marry and have children and so on. Also let’s assume that the population doubles every 150 years. Therefore, after 150 years there will be four people, after another
150 years there will be eight people, after another 150 years there will be sixteen people,
and so on. It should be noted that this growth rate is actually very conservative. In reality, even with disease, famines, and natural disasters, the world population currently
doubles every 40 years or so.
After 32 doublings, which is only 4,800 years, the world population would have
reached almost 8.6 billion. That’s 2 billion more than the current population of 6.5 billion people, which was recorded by the U.S. Census Bureau on March 1, 2006. This
simple calculation shows that starting with Adam and Eve and assuming a most conservative growth rate, the current population can be reached well within 6,000 years.
As a side note: Evolutionists are always telling us that humans have been around for
hundreds of thousands of years. If we did assume that humans have been around for
50,000 years and if we were to use the calculations above, there would have been 332
doublings, and the world’s population would be a staggering figure—a one followed by
100 zeros; that is 10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.
We should actually be asking the question, “If humans have been around for over
100,000 years, why is the population so small?” That is the question that those who
believe in and support evolution must answer.
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Thinking Critically about Critical Race Theory
by Jonathan Noyes

I suspect you’ve been a bit surprised—and maybe even confused—about the ongoing social chaos starting with George Floyd’s death. You’re not alone. A lot of
people are.
Clearly, Floyd’s death was tragic, even horrific. All decent people acknowledge
that. But the tsunami of accusations about America’s “systemic racism” and “white
privilege” that followed has caught a lot of Christians off guard.
What’s going on here? Is our culture this corrupt? Are all white people really racist? Those are the questions many are asking.
It may surprise you to learn that this mayhem isn’t really about racism per se but
about something much larger—indeed, an entire worldview—and you need to understand it. The worldview is known as Critical Theory and it’s actually been
around a long time.
Critical Theory divides the world into two groups: the oppressors and the oppressed. Those groups are made up of smaller cultural groups defined by race, sex,
sexual preference, gender identity, etc. When this worldview focuses on race, it’s
called Critical Race Theory (CRT). CRT divides people into groups by race, the
white oppressors and the oppressed non-whites.
According to CRT, the fundamental problem with America is its “whiteness,” its
caste system based on skin color. The lighter your skin, the closer you are to the top
of the system. Since the United States was founded by white men, racism has been
woven into the tapestry of the American experiment from the beginning, and it continues to corrupt every aspect of American life. Our “original sin,” then, according
to CRT, is whiteness.
A culture’s “salvation” from that fall begins when the oppressors become
“woke”—when they see and repent from their own sins as oppressors and begin to
dismantle the inherently oppressive structures of their culture. Since whites can’t
see their own racism (according to CRT), they need to learn to see the world
through the CRT lens. Only then will racial equality be possible.
For CRT, then, salvation comes through law, not grace. Forgiveness only comes
after complete and on-going capitulation.
Ultimately, CRT is rooted in a blend of two worldviews: Marxism (the oppressor/oppressed element) and secular humanism (the belief that humanity is capable
of self-fulfillment and rescue by self-effort apart from God). However, once God is
removed, so is any objective standard defining what it means to live a fulfilled,
moral life. Without that anchor, we quickly drift into subjectivism and relativism—
feelings rule, in other words.
This poses a problem for the Critical Race theorist. CRT’s whole framework is
ethical. Oppression is wrong. But why is oppression wrong? Why does every black
life matter? In a world without God, these “ethics” are nothing more than personal
preferences, mere opinions.
There’s a better alternative to CRT—Christianity.
Christianity says our fundamental problem is sin. True original sin places all humanity on equal footing. No one is exempt. “All have sinned,” Paul said, “and fall
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short of the glory of God.” Yes, sin includes racism, discrimination, and bigotry, but it
includes much more. Yes, oppressors are sinners, but so are the oppressed, in their
own ways.
CRT’s solution succeeds only in causing more division. Instead of dividing people by race, though, Christianity unifies people—we are all fallen image-bearers,
and we can all be equal in Christ: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
Christianity provides the best reasons to believe that oppression is wrong. Every
human being is made in the image of God. “God created man in His own image, in the
image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
It’s not the color of our skin or any other physical characteristic that gives people
value, worth, and dignity. Rather, being made in the image of God is the great
equalizer. This is where racial unity must begin.
Ultimately, CRT is incompatible with Christianity. This isn’t to say racism and
oppression don’t exist. They do. Bigotry abounds among fallen people of every
race, and multitudes are really hurting.
As Christians, we fight for both justice and mercy. Micah reminds us, “What does
the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”
We do the hard work of humbly applying biblical truth to all areas of life, opposing
oppression when we encounter it, while pointing people to Jesus, the ultimate unifier.
I hope this adds some clarity to the social chaos going on. I know there are still
questions, but there’s no need to yoke ourselves to any Marxist, man-centered philosophy to find the answers. v

T

hough the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive
fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in
the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
Habakkuk 3:17-18
Even if outward circumstances appear fruitless, it does not therefore nullify the
faithfulness of God. Even though there is pain in the suffering, there can still be joy
in the waiting. Adverse circumstances should never define your understanding of
God, but they will reveal whether or not you trust in Him.
God is always at work for the salvation of His people, even when you cannot
fully comprehend all His ways (See Habakkuk 1:5; 3:13). Therefore, take joy in His
promise to preserve you for eternal life, even when it appears that evil and suffering
have the upper hand. God is in total control over all nations, rulers, military, families, neighbors, churches, pastors, bosses, economic gain and loss, sickness and
health, and even the smallest events in your life. No circumstance or person will
ever have the upper hand on God, and that includes His grip on His children. He’s
already proven that He is always FOR you through the death of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore, He is ultimately FOR your JOY, not against it.
Be encouraged!

Copied, source unknown
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Missionary of the Week
Shannon & Danielle Hurley
S.O.S. Ministries - Uganda

Sufficiency of Scripture (SOS) Ministries is a unique 501(c)(3) faith-based organization, dramatically impacting the precious people of Uganda through sound Biblical
teaching and training in God’s Word, and through sacrificially demonstrating
Christ’s love. Founded by missionary and preacher Shannon Hurley in 2002, SOS
is headquartered in Uganda’s impoverished Luweero District, operating out of Kubamitwe village. The SOS Board of Directors, senior leadership and staff are composed almost entirely of Uganda nationals.
Here is a recent note from the ministry:
Dear Beloved Supporters,
SOS Ministries + YOU = Impact
Today at SOS Ministries, everywhere you turn, you are seeing IMPACT. Whether
it is the 500 people (including kids) worshiping Christ at church on a Sunday morning (at Community Bible Church), or 400 children being educated and discipled at
Legacy Christian Academy, or the 40 pastors being equipped for pastoral ministry
at Shepherds Training Center, or the 280 people receiving mobility devices through
our Community Outreach Department, it is all pointing toward impact. Despite the
weaknesses of all the vessels involved, God’s blessing on SOS is all over the place.
What God is doing here cannot be described on a human level. All one can do is sit
in awe of God’s kindness. This is all possible because of so many of you choosing
to faithfully support this ministry. We want you to know: WE ARE SO GRATEFUL. Please keep faithfully helping and faithfully telling others to help us out too.
Your partnership with us is making an IMPACT.
Gratefully,

Shannon and Danielle
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M

any question the justice of an
eternal sentence meted out for
the sins committed in a single
lifetime. Surely the sins of 70 years doesn’t deserve punishment that goes on forever. But the theological reason is that
sin is not punished according to its
breadth but its depth. It is not what sins
you commit or how many you commit
or for how long you commit them, but
against whom you commit them. A single sin against an infinitely holy God
earns an infinite punishment.
Source unknown

Bible Reading Schedule
October 2020

1 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
2 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
3 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
4 Hebrews 10:19-13:25
5 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
6 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
7 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
8 Hebrews 10:19-13:25

Why Hell?

9 Hebrews 1:1-4:11

The commands of the Bible to love God
and obey Him can only be taken seriously in light of the warnings of consequences for rejection and disobedience.
Without Hell, much in God’s universe
makes no sense….without anticipating a
future judgment, people would do whatever they were allowed to do, or whatever they thought they could get away
with. The more you remove consequence, the more you undermine accountability and the more you unleash
moral inhibitions.
Dr. Clint Archer

10 Hebrews 4:12-7:10

Memorize:

20 Hebrews 10:19-13:25

11 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
12 Hebrews 10:19-13:25
13 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
14 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
15 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
16 Hebrews 10:19-13:25
17 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
18 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
19 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
21 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
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For we do not have a
high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our
weaknesses,
but one who in every
respect has been tempted
as we are,
yet without sin.

22 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
23 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
24 Hebrews 10:19-13:25
25 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
26 Hebrews 4:12-7:10
27 Hebrews 7:11-10:18
28 Hebrews 10:19-13:25
29 Hebrews 1:1-4:11
30 Hebrews 4:12-7:10

#

Hebrews 4:15 ESV

31 Hebrews 7:11-13:25
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This Week at FABC
Today
Sunday School: See below for class offerings
Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream on YouTube and Facebook
Evening Worship in Fellowship Hall: Meeting only
Wednesday
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on YouTube and Facebook
Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting & live stream on YouTube and Facebook

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions
Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Adult
“Psalms”
“Esther”

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
Youth House: Steve Posner

Children & Students
Babies
Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges
Toddlers & PreK
Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/
Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys
Room 206: Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls
Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt

Lockup Deacons for October:

Cole Morris, Jay Rowe

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.
Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:

355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
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