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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Church Services 
Please RSVP for next Sunday, October 4, by filling out the Signup link we will send 
in an email early this week. Please choose whether to sit in the sanctuary (mask 
optional) or in either the piano or organ side overflow room (mask required). If you 
cannot access the online signup, please call the church or email Dawn at             
office@fabchurch.com. Our live stream schedule and links to both FaceBook and 
YouTube can be found on our website: www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 
Senior Saints Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the fellowship hall on 
October 1. Coffee will be provided. This study should also be streamed live on 
Facebook and YouTube. 
 
Sunday School 
We are meeting for Sunday School beginning October 4! Classes offered on page 4. 
 
Evening Worship Service 
Make plans to join us on next Sunday night, October 4, at 6:00 p.m. for our infor-
mal evening worship time in the Fellowship Hall. This meeting features prayer 
requests, with immediate prayer offered, an interview with a member, a devotional 
message, and great music. No signup is necessary, and there is plenty of room to 
spread out.  
 
Deacon & Elder Elections 
Deacon and Elder elections are coming up. Nominations are still open, so let Bob, 
Tom, Steve, or a current deacon know if you’d like to place a nomination. 
 

September 27, 2020  

Continued on p. 4 

FABC Elders 
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September 27, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Revelation 4:9-11 

 

Hymn #62, bulletin p. 5 
“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Bob Dimmitt 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“Jesus Is Lord” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Mark 2:1-12 

John Earl Blanton 
 

Hymn #127, bulletin p. 7 
“Hallelujah, What a Savior!” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 3 
1 Corinthians 12:4-9, 1 Corinthians #72 

 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A .M. Notes  

Spiritual Gifts & the Church, Part 3 
1 Corinthians #72 
1 Corinthians 12:4-9  
 
 
Since Paul identifies faith here as a gift bestowed only upon some, he cannot mean 
“faith” as he normally uses it.  
 
 
Faith is not just putting your confidence in the word. Faith is putting your confi-
dence in the One who spoke the Word  
 
 
 
Acts 4:13  
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 9-10a - “to another faith [heteros, of another category] by the same 
Spirit, and to another [allos] gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another [allos], 
the effecting of miracles, and to another [allos] prophecy, and to another [allos] the 
distinguishing of spirits.”  
 
 
 
 
 
Out of the well of faith all of these others gifts come.  
 
 
 
 
Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 2:1-2; Isaiah 55:10-11; Romans 4:20-22; & Colossians 1:9-11  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many say there are degrees of faith.  
 
 
Faith is the persuasion or conviction that something is true. 
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Directories 
It is almost time to receive new directories! Please supply any updated address and 
phone number information along with an updated photo, if needed, to Dawn Stanford 
in the office. You can email dawn@fabchurch.com or call the office at 355-0949. Please 
be proactive in this, as we want the directory to be as up to date as possible! Thanks for 
your help! 
 

Panera Bread Pickup and Processing 
Panera Bread is again offering us their leftover baked goods on Thursday nights. We 
need people willing to go pick it up. When you get there at a little before 9:00 p.m., tell 
them you are there for the leftovers for out church. At closing, they will box it all up and 
bring it to you. Drive it over to the church and place the boxes in the walk in cooler. We 
will make arrangements with anyone who wants to help to get you access to a key. Let 
Dawn know if you can help out with this.  
 For now, we are putting the goods in the office area on Fridays for first come, first 
served pickup. Feel free to tell anyone you know who may want to come by, also. You 
can come any time until 4:30 p.m.  

Continued from p. 1 

Sunday School Classes & Descriptions 
Sundays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. 

Adult 
“Psalms”  Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Esther”  Youth House: Steve Posner 
 

Children & Students 
Babies Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra Bridges 
Toddlers & PreK Room 25: Emily Wise & Kamee Roberson/ 
   Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter 
K, 1st & 2nd Grade Room 200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys Room 202: Ric Zittrouer, Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls Room 204: Mary Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys Room 206: Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls Room 208: Jessica Dimmitt 

F aith is understood in different ways in our culture today. One popular miscon-
ception of faith is that it has nothing (or very little) to do with reason or logic. 
Faith is seen as not something you seek to provide evidence for or view ra-

tionally; you are simply to accept it. This kind of faith sits well in our culture as it 
praises personal preferences. If faith is not grounded in reason, logic and historic 
realities, it is simply a personal preference. Thus many believe that faith and blind 
faith; are the same thing. 
 The Bible, however, never asks for blind faith, it calls for a reasoned faith. This 
kind of faith is honest about questions & even personal doubts and looks for real 
answers. It seeks the best possible explanation and then commits to the truth. 
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W hy did the Apostle Paul not explicitly condemn slavery itself? 
In a climactic scene in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, the mer-
chant Antonio stands in court in fear for his life. Not thinking all his 

ships could be wrecked, bringing him financial ruin, Antonio has signed a contract 
entitling the money lender Shylock to a pound of his flesh if Antonio defaults on a 
loan. Now Shylock wants to take his bond. Portia, a brilliant woman who has cross
-dressed as a lawyer, first pleads with Shylock for mercy. When her persuasion 
fails, she acknowledges that the pound of flesh is owed. Shylock is delighted. But as 
he prepares his knife, Portia stops him: the bond, she points out, says nothing about 
blood. He can take his pound of flesh. But if Shylock sheds one drop of Antonio’s 
blood, his own goods will be forfeited to the state. 
 This scene offers us a powerful paradigm. Portia affirms the law she cannot 
change: Shylock can take his pound of flesh. But she construes the law in a way 
that makes it impossible for him to harm Antonio. She is unquestionably on Anto-
nio’s side, and her argument saves his life. 
 The NT argues against slavery the way Portia argues against Antonio’s death: 
cutting the legs out from under it. Jesus inhabited the slave role. Paul calls himself 
a slave of Christ, loves a runaway slave as his very heart, and insists that slave and 
free are equal in Christ. With no room for superiority, exploitation, or coercion, 
but rather brotherhood and shared identity, the NT created a tectonic tension that 
would ultimately erupt in the abolition of slavery. 

Confronting Christianity 
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Articles 
The Most Frightening Text in the Bible…and the Answer 
By Michael Kelly 
 

 During a youth weekend retreat when I was in the 7th grade, some friends and I were 
attempting to stay up all night and found ourselves at 2 or 3 in the morning with flash-
lights on reading the middle chapters of the Book of Revelation. We read about tattoos, 
dragons, bowls, and all kinds of other things. For most of us, it was the first time we had 
read this Book of the Bible, and we were terrified. But I suppose that was the point for 
all of us. 
 And though I’ve grown up at least a little since then, there are still some scary texts in 
the Bible. But not scary in the sense that it was that night so many years ago; in some 
ways, even more so. And I think there is no more terrifying text in all of Scripture than 
what we find in Matthew 7 straight from the Lord Jesus Himself: 
 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t 
we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your 
name?’ Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” 

 
 Now there’s a text that will make you take a second look at your life. What’s truly 
disturbing is the sense of absolute and complete surprise you find in these people. It 
never, until that very moment, entered their minds that they might be unknown to Je-
sus. They had lived – possibly for years, or even decades, under the delusion that they 
were safe. Secure. True servants of Jesus. 
 If Jesus said what He meant and meant what He said, then it’s not only possible but a 
certain reality that there will be people among us now that will go to their grave con-
vinced they are eternally safe only to find out they had lived their entire lives in eternal 
danger. This is indeed a terrifying prospect. 
 But self-deception is just that – a terrifying reality. The fact that we can fool ourselves 
into believing all kinds of things about ourselves to be true, when they’re really not, it 
scary. And it is indeed a fact. Self-deception is real. If it weren’t, you wouldn’t find the 
surprise in these people. Nor would you find Paul exhorting the congregation at Corinth 
to examine themselves to see if they are indeed in the faith. 
 We’re all capable of self-deception. Hopefully not to this degree, but the simple truth 
is that we don’t know ourselves nearly as well as we’d like to think. 
 But, in His grace, God has given us the medicine for the disease of self-deception. To 
see the medicine clearly, we can ask a simple question about Matthew 7: 
 Where was the church of these self-deceived people? 
 The church is the medicine. It’s in the church where we are meant to live so closely 
with each other that we can actually pull each other aside and speak good, hard truth. 
The church is where our faith is affirmed, and also our faith is tested. We are, as we live 
in community with each other, one of the checkpoints God has given to us to make sure 
we do not live in a state of self-deception. 
 Of course, as with all things, that responsibility can either be humbly and graciously 
accepted or it can be abused. Rather than treating each other in love, we can become the 
spiritual police force. Or rather than lovingly correcting one another, we can become 
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mere spectators to an event every week. It can go bad either way. 
 If we are to be the medicine for each other – the checkpoint for lives of self-deception 
– then we must first live closely with one another. We must know each other well, and 
love each other better, so that when the time comes when we must inflict a wound on 
one of our brothers or sisters, it will be both given and received as a wound from a 
friend which can indeed be trusted. v 
 
Samuel Lamb Arrested—Again 
 

 On May 2 1982, Lin Xiangao (known in the West as Samuel Lamb) was arrested in 
Guangzhou for holding house church services. Fortunately for him, he was not held 
long. He had already served two lengthy sentences in prison for the “crime” of refusing 
to submit to the government-run Three Self Patriotic Church (TSPC), which accepted 
restrictions on teaching children and on preaching about Christ’s Second Coming. The 
TSPC was largely controlled by modernists, who denied such fundamentals of Christian 
faith as the Virgin Birth and Christ’s literal, physical Resurrection. 
 Lin, the son of a Baptist pastor, was born in 1924 near Macau. He preached his first 
sermon when he was nineteen, shortly before Mao Zedong’s Communists resorted to 
their first full-scale religious persecution. Caught in that wave, Lin was arrested (1955) 
and accused of being a counter-revolutionary. He served eighteen months. Emerging 
from prison in 1957, he returned to preaching.  
 In 1958, at the time of Mao’s Great Leap Forward (which resulted in nation-wide 
famine, killing millions) the Communists arrested him again, sentencing him to twenty 
years. He spent most of those years coupling coal cars together underground in low 
light. While many fellow-laborers suffered injury or death, he emerged unharmed. In 
prison he continued to teach the gospel. But he called it “an arrow from God” when his 
wife died a year before his release. He was not allowed to attend her funeral. 
 His sentence behind him, Lin returned to Guangzhou, where he began to teach Eng-
lish and converted many of his students to Christ. In 1979 Lin restarted his house 
church. It quickly grew and had to move to a larger building. Soon it occupied multiple 
buildings and offered several meetings a week. The house church was a conduit for reli-
gious literature smuggled from the West. Nonetheless, he always taught his congrega-
tion to obey the authorities except when leaders demanded behavior directly opposed to 
God.  
 He mimeographed his sermons and gospel tracts for wider distribution. In February 
1990, fifty policemen entered the church and confiscated its religious literature. They 
shut down the city’s house churches and again arrested Lin but freed him the next day 
after interrogation. 
 Lin and a few brave souls refused to be intimidated. They gathered to pray while the 
majority of Christians were hesitant to show their faces. Within weeks the church was 
back to overflowing. Eventually between four-thousand and five-thousand people at-
tended each week. The government largely ignored the illegal church in the following 
years. 
 Although persecution had died down for the moment, Lin often preached on suffer-
ing. “We must be prepared to suffer,” he taught.  
 “Before I was sent to prison, I already prepared a bag with some clothes, shoes and a 
toothbrush. . . . I pray that we will receive the strength to stand firm.” He was well-
known for repeating, “More persecution, more growth.”   
 When Lin died in 2013, aged eighty-eight, news outlets claimed that between ten 
thousand and forty thousand Christians and other admirers clogged the streets of 
Guangzhou to pay him homage. v 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Dauglasi & Carlota Adam 
Gospelink - Mozambique 

Dauglasi, Carlota, and their family live 
and minister in Mozambique. We  
recently received this report, which  
covers the first quarter of this year. 
 
Dear Sponsor, 
 Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Savior. We are all fine and in good 
health by the grace of God. The only 
problem is the outbreak of COVID-19 
pandemic which is killing more people in 
the world. And many Christians are now in hunger without food because of the 
virus .We are being obliged to stay indoors by the government and have no way to 
search for money to buy food. Thank you for the fund, I will buy food to feed my 
family and the relatives who are in hunger. 
 I had a church meeting with the church leaders in a secret way where we shared 
more on how to keep praising our Lord as the virus has affected even the church. 
And we agreed to be praying in the mountains where we are also fasting so that the 
almighty Lord may protect and heal the world from this deadly disease of COVID-
19. We are asking the Lord to wipe out the disease as it has brought many troubles 
in the world. People are dying in a huge number. They are being jailed and suffer-
ing from hunger because of the disease. Christians are praising in a secret way 4:00 
a.m. up to 5:00 a.m., being afraid of the government forces who are jailing people 
breaking the rules. 
 We are praising the Lord in the mountains where we are sharing more about the 
signs of the end of ages as well as the prophecies of Daniel which are being fulfilled. 
Matthew 24:1-31, Revelation 2:3. We encouraged one another to remain faithful 
and strong in God. By praying extra harder and keep on fasting for the world to be 
healed by the only One and almighty God. It’s painful and unjust seeing people 
Christians being beaten up and jailed because of praying to the Lord to heal and 
protect the world from COVID-19. We are no more afraid of praying, we will keep 
on praying in a secret way as we are doing for the better of the entire world. And I 
encouraged all the church leaders to also encourage Christian members to keep 
praying in their homes, and not to split apart because of the virus. The Creator of 
the universe who is the only one will protect and heal us. 
 
Prayer requests: 
1. Prayers to the families who lost their relatives because of COVID-19. May their 

souls rest in peace. 
2. Prayers for the disease to stop spreading worldwide and those who test positive 

to get healed. 
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This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Morning Worship: 
   Meeting & live stream on YouTube and        
   Facebook 10:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on 
   YouTube and Facebook 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting  
   & live stream on YouTube and  
   Facebook 10:00 a.m. 

3. Prayers for all Christians to come 
together holding hands during this 
pandemic period. 

4. Prayers for the church to keep pray-
ing and the Christians not to turn 
back. 

 

Dauglasi & Carlota 

Bible Reading Schedule  
October 2020 

   
  1 

  2 

  3 

  4 

  5 

  6 

  7 

  8 

  9 

  10 

  11 

  12 

  13 

  14 

  15 

  16 

  17 

  18 

  19 

  20 

  21 

  22 

  23 

  24 

  25 

  26 

  27 

  28 

  29 

  30 

  31 

 
Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-10:18 

Hebrews 10:19-13:25 

Hebrews 1:1-4:11 

Hebrews 4:12-7:10 

Hebrews 7:11-13:25 

Memorize: 
 
15 For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our 
weaknesses,  
but one who in every  
respect has been tempted 
as we are,  
yet without sin.  
 

Hebrews 4:15 ESV 
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For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

Extra Notes: 

Lockup Deacons for September: Michael Kleinpeter, Joe Morris 
Lockup Deacons for October: Cole Morris, Jay Rowe 


