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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Church Services 
Please RSVP for next Sunday, August 2, by filling out the Signup link we will send 
in an email early this week. Please choose whether to sit in the sanctuary (mask 
optional) or in the piano side overflow room (mask required). If you cannot access 
the online signup, please call the church or email office@fabchurch.com.  
 Our live stream schedule and links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found 
on our website: www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 

Evening Fellowship 
We have been blessed and privileged to have Tim Wade and his family serving and 
worshiping here at FABC for nearly eight years. He has been called to the Senior 
Pastor position at Boone's Creek Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky, by a 
unanimous vote of the congregation there. To celebrate with them, and to let them 
know how much they will be missed, we are having a special get-together tonight in 
the gym. 
 At 6:00 p.m., we will have a catered meal of chicken fingers and sides, for which 
there was a signup sheet. The meal will be served in a way that will minimize any 
chance of COVID spread. There is no charge. 
 At about 6:40, there will be a time of singing, reminiscing, and prayer for Tim, 
Lauren, Lydia, Cora, Amelia, and Jude, as they embark on this new phase of min-
istry. Those of you who would rather not share in the meal can join us at that time. 
 

Senior Saints Bible Study 
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the fellowship hall on 
July 30. Coffee will be provided. This study will also be streamed live on our usual 
channels. 
 

Evening Worship Services 
Make plans to join us Sunday night, August 9, at 7:00 p.m. for our informal eve-
ning worship time. No signup necessary, and there is plenty of room to spread out. 

Ju ly 26, 2020  

FABC Elders 
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July 26, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Parent & Child Dedication 
Parent & Congregational Prayer Covenant 

on page 12 
 

Call to Worship 
Galatians 6:14 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 4 
“I Will Glory in My Redeemer” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tim Wade 
John 3:14-17 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“All I Have Is Christ 

 

Scripture Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:26-34 

Shawn Champion 
 

Hymn #272, bulletin p. 6 
“The Solid Rock” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Remember 
1 Corinthians 11:17-26, 1 Corinthians #63 

 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A .M. Notes  

Remember 
1 Corinthians #63 
1 Corinthians 11:17-26  
 
 
Division by racism, cultural bias, by social class, or simply cliques is contrary to the 
gospel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vs. 28-Almost always when this passage is read before participation in the Lord’s 
Supper, it is usually intended to produce soul-searching introspection and silent 
confession to Christ so that no one will sin against the spiritual presence of the Lord 
by irreverent observance.  
 
Only by recognizing the unity of the body of the Lord—and acting accordingly—
could they avoid bringing “judgment” on themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The presence of Christ in relation to the Lord’s Supper  
 
Transubstantiation:  
 
Consubstantiation:  
 
The Zwinglian view: 
 
 
 
A covenant relationship looks in three directions simultaneously 
 
Looking to 
 
In the 
 
In the 
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Articles 
Only the Impassible God Can Help Us Now  
By Wyatt Graham 
 
 When the imprisoned Dietrich Bonhoeffer reflected on the church’s current state 
of affairs and the darkness of the Second World War, he famously wrote, “Only a 
suffering God can help us now.”  
 There is a reason why these words have become so famous. They feel true. Yet I 
want to cut against the grain and suggest that the exact opposite is true. God does 
not suffer, and only the impassible God can help us now.  
 
The Suffering of God in Modern Theology 
 Bonhoeffer’s essential insight is that God suffers alongside us and so is passible. 
Yet historically Christians rarely taught such a view. Instead, they affirmed that 
God in Christ experienced suffering. He could do so not because he was divine but 
because he was human. The single person of Christ remained what he was (divine) 
and added to himself what he was not (human). Only in this specific sense, God in 
Christ suffered death, even death on a cross.  
 Yet the incarnation of Jesus Christ does not change the nature of God! He does not 
become passible, or able to suffer in his divine nature. That would mean God en-
tered into change and become something he was not. But God does not change. So 
the Logos became human (John 1:1, 14). He took on the form of a slave (Phil 2:7). 
And he did so while remaining fully and truly God. 
 Yet some modern theology has emphasized so strongly the revelatory work of the 
cross that they go as far as to claim that God suffers out of love for the son. They 
also claim that the son suffers due the Father’s forsaking of his love for the son.  
 We want God to enter into and experience our suffering. We also understand 
Scripture to variously describe God grieving, suffering, and loving as we do. So it is 
natural to assume God experiences emotions like us, suffers like us. 
 N. T. Wright, for example, writes: 
 

God was grieved to his heart, Genesis declares, over the violent wickedness of his human 
creatures. He was devastated when his own bride, the people of Israel, turned away from 
him. And when God came back to his people in person—the story of Jesus is meaningless 
unless that’s what it’s about—he wept at the tomb of his friend. St. Paul speaks of the Holy 
Spirit “groaning” within us, as we ourselves groan within the pain of the whole creation. 
The ancient doctrine of the Trinity teaches us to recognize the One God in the tears of Jesus 
and the anguish of the Spirit. 

 
 During this age of pandemic that we live in, how comforting would it be to know 
that God knows how we feel? He is just like us, we sometimes assume. And yet 
almost no Christians before this century and the last would have spoken of God like 
this. Most would have felt it entirely improper and uncomforting to know that God 
suffers. Why might that be?  
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The Impassible God in Ancient Christianity 
 Wright speaks somewhat dismissively of “Some Christians” who “like to think of 
God as above all that, knowing everything, in charge of everything, calm and unaf-
fected by the troubles in his world.” They are wrong, according to Wright, because 
“That’s not the picture we get in the Bible.”  
 And yet early Christians affirmed God’s impassibility, that God cannot suffer as 
we do. Ignatius, the pastor of Paul’s sending church, wrote around 110 AD of God 
the “impassible”. About fifteen years later, Aristides finds it self-evident that God 
was without cause, eternal, immortal, free from necessity, impassible, free from 
anger, perfect in memory, and without ignorance. Justin Martyr about thirty years 
later again affirms God’s impassibility. 
 The letter to Diognetus, written sometime in the 100s, likewise speaks of God 
without anger (ἀόργητος; Diag. 8:8). In his idiom, to be without anger means some-
thing similar to impassible. The same is true for Clement of Rome who wrote some-
time in the 90s and could affirm without qualification: “Let us note how free from 
anger (ἀόργητος) he is toward all his creation” (1 Clem 19:3).  
 The great second-century theologian Ireneaus (130–202 AD) too affirms the (to 
him) obvious truth of God’s impassibility. His near contemporary Tertullian (155–
240 AD) contrasts passible humanity with God and affirms his difference. And Ori-
gen writing in the early 200s can once again affirm without qualification:  “God 
must be believed to be altogether impassible and free from all these affections” (On 
First Principles, 2.4.4).  
 These Christians represent the effective history of the church and the apostolic 
teaching. They are not ignorant of Scripture—actually many of them know Scrip-
ture by memory and with greater depths than we do! These Christians did not deny 
that Scripture speaks of God grieving or being angry. They understood God to have 
an affective life.  
 
What does Impassibility Mean?  
 If early Christians affirmed the doctrine, and they knew Scripture and theology 
well, what did they mean?  
 Moltmann claims that the impassibility of God has its roots in Greek thinking. So 
he writes of Christian theologians, “they have simply added together Greek phi-
losophy’s ‘apathy’ axiom and the central statements of the gospel” (1981: 22).  
 Moltmann misjudges the historical character of the doctrine, however. In fact, 
affirming divine impassibility helped the early Christians to define God against 
Greek notions of divinity. For the Greeks, the gods were full of passion and lawless-
ness (so Aristides, Apol. 7.1). They had bodies like we do. They committed adul-
tery. They killed. They exploited.  
 God is not like the gods of the Greeks. According to Scripture, God is Spirit, and 
so he does not follow the passions of the body. He does not get tired and weak. He 
does not get angry because he is hungry. He does not have hormones that make his 
mood change. He is utterly unlike the false gods. And he is so because he is impassi-
ble.  
 Scripture itself led Christians to make such affirmations. Yes, they used Greek 
words and concepts to communicate the truth. But so did the apostles who wrote 
the NT in Greek! That translation was already underway.  
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 Impassibility does not then borrow Greek philosophy and proffer up a static god. 
Instead, impassibility may be understood to affirm the goodness and freedom of 
God who cannot be compelled to sin or go back on his word or even interrupt his 
love for us.  
 Since he is impassible, he freely shares his goodness with us apart from any com-
pulsion but simply out of his beneficent goodness. 
 The alternative is unthinkable but often affirmed on the basis that God must have 
emotions as we do because Scripture speaks of God’s emotions. Yet Scripture also 
says that God is everywhere, Spirit, and all-knowing. So God is like us yet also dif-
fers from us. 
 Christians, therefore, have understood our knowledge of God to be analogical. 
Analogical knowledge means that “Yes” God has emotions but “no” they are not 
just like ours because we have human bodies and constitutions. His emotions befit a 
divine being who is Spirit, immortal, incorrupt and so on. 
 So he never lets rage nor sadness overcome him. Whatever God feels, he does so 
as God and not as we are. And such emotions (or whatever we should call them) 
express via God’s simple, immutable nature. 
 
Why Only the Impassible God Can Help Us Now 
 We want a God whose love is so perfect and pure that John can say: God is love 
(1 John 4:8). We do not want a god who can love more or less. We want a God 
whose perfect love for us never falters or changes despite the darkest of days.  
 If God could suffer pains of the body, he would be no God; he would be a hu-
man. If God could get angry due to hunger, then he is a creature. If God’s mood 
changes on the basis of weather, hormones, or heat, then his love does not outpour 
upon us with constancy.  
 If God could suffer the pains of loss, his love could be an act of protection to 
avoid loss. But God loves freely without any need to protect himself. He is open 
and never-closing.  
 If God could lose what he has, what hope do you have that he could lose you? If 
God’s love changes, then can something come between you and God’s love for you 
in Christ Jesus? 
 God did become human in Christ Jesus, and so he experienced everything that by 
nature divinity could not. But through this mysterious union of divinity and hu-
manity, Christ’s divinity and humanity did not mix together to create a third thing. 
Christ’s two natures kept their integrity: he was fully God and fully man, not a mix-
ture of the two.  
 And so even in the incarnation, God considered in himself remains impassible. 
And what a glory that is because apart from the impassible God there is no ever-
beneficent flow of Goodness.  
 And when we enter into suffering, we need a God whose affections for us does 
not rely on his self-preservation or our response but solely on his good and loving 
nature.  
 In difficult days like today, only the impassible God can help us. v 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Coastal Jail Ministries 
Savannah, Georgia 

The Coastal Jail Ministries of 
Georgia employs three chaplains 
who minister to prisoners here in 
Chatham County and coordinate 
the efforts of volunteers who reach 
out to these men and women. The 
Life Learning Program gives op-
portunities for prisoners to join a 
structured environment and study 
the Scriptures. Due to COVID, no 
programs are allowed in the jail at 
this time. When asked if they knew 
when they could go back in, Matt 
Coleman said, “No, not yet. We’re waiting to hear from admin, 
but we haven’t heard yet. I keep calling every week, but I can’t do 
much more than that. We DO know that when we go, it’ll only be 
us and Substance Abuse, most likely for the remainder of the 
year.”  
 
The fellows sent me these prayer requests: 
 
1. Please pray for the inmates we can’t get to. The lockdown is hard on every-

body, but especially those who are already locked down. 

2. Pray for the parents of the lost men and women we minister to, that they’ll get 
to see their children soon. The department closed visitation of any kind right 
now. 

3. We have a volunteer who is elderly and being treated for prostate cancer with 
chemo. On top of that, he just had a hip replacement and is mending and in 
good spirits. 

4. Pray that this civilian ban at the jail would end and we can go back to minister-
ing face to face. 

5. Pray for the Sheriff and his group of administrators.  They have to make hard 
calls all the time; COVID has made them even harder. 

6. Pray that God would still provide the funds to keep the ministry going.  We're 
okay right now, but pray that God would provide and maintain the necessary 
church giving, as we know it's gone down in many places. 

(L to R) Chaplains Matt Coleman, Myra Mitchell, & 
Shaun Marksbury 
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Bible Reading Schedule  
July 2020 

2 Thessalonians 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream 
   on YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m. 
 

Evening Worship: Meeting only 
 Meal in gym 6:00 p.m. 
 Service  6:40 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 

Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on 
   YouTube and Facebook 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting  
   & live stream on YouTube and  
   Facebook 10:00 a.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 
16 Now may our  
Lord Jesus Christ himself,  
and God our Father,  
who loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and 
good hope through grace,  
17 comfort your hearts 
and establish them in every 
good work and word.  
 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, ESV 

7. And thank God for continuing to 
bless His work and allowing us to be 
a part of it, however small. 

8. The CCSO just put out an update 
citing yet another COVID case 
among the staff.  Pray for them, as 
well. 

G ood stuff: God’s unfailing love 
for us is an objective fact af-
firmed in Scripture. It is true 

whether we believe it or not. Our doubts 
do not destroy God’s love, nor does our 
faith  create it. It originates in the very 
nature of God, who is love, and it flows 
to us through our union with His be-
loved Son. Yes, God loves me, how cool 
is that! 

Bob, based on some thoughts  
by Jerry Bridges 

J ust because one does not like what 
God does or doesn’t do is not evi-

dence he does not exist. 

In August, begin reading 2 Peter. 
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If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

Parent & Congregational Prayer Covenant 
  

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord” Psalm 127:3  
 

Parents  
Will you commit to raise your child in the fear and admonition of the Lord?  

(Ephesians 6:4)  
Will you commit to pray regularly for his or her conversion to Christ?  

 (2 Timothy 3: 15)  
Will you commit to teach him or her the Scripture regularly?  

(Deuteronomy 6:4-7)  
Will you commit to lovingly discipline him or her?  (Proverbs 22: 15)  
Will you attempt to cultivate biblical priorities in his or her life that he or she might 

become, by God’s grace, zealous for the glory of God?  
(1 Corinthians 10:31)  

Will you commit to live out before him or her an example of love and devotion to 
Christ and to one another?  (Ephesians 5:22-33)  

   
“Telling to the generation to come the praises of the Lord,  

And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.” Psalm 78:4  
  

Congregation  
Will you commit to pray for God’s blessing on this family on a consistent basis?  
Will you commit to pray for these parents in the difficult but joyful task of         

parenting?  
Will you commit to pray that by God’s grace these children would be converted to 

Christ?  
Will you commit to support, love and care for these parents and these children, as 

their church family, in the name of Jesus Christ? 

Lockup Deacons for July: Cole Morris, John Sumner 


