J uly 12, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Church Services
Please RSVP for next Sunday, July 19, by filling out the Signup link we will send in an
email early this week. Please choose whether to sit in the sanctuary (mask optional) or
in an overflow room (mask required). If you cannot access the online signup, please call
the church or email office@fabchurch.com.
Our live stream schedule and links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on
our website: www.fabchurch.com/live-stream
Tim Wade is still out of town and will not be having his Feeding on the Word devotionals this week.

Evening Worship Services
Join us tonight in the Pavilion at 7:00 p.m. for our informal evening worship time. No
signup necessary, and there is plenty of room to spread out.

Deacons’ Meeting
The Deacons are meeting on Tuesday, July 14, at 7:00 p.m.

Senior Saints Bible Study
Join Tom Keller for the Thursday Morning Bible Study in the fellowship hall on July
16. Coffee will be provided. This study will also be streamed live on our usual channels.

Free Virtual VBS!
We are holding a virtual Incrediworld Vacation Bible
School July 20 - 24! This is designed for kids in grades
K through 6. Links to all resources will be accessible
from our church website. Bags containing all materials
and supplies for daily crafts, science, and snacks will
be available from a drive-through pickup here at the
church on Sunday, July 19, from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.
To ensure we have enough bags ready, please register
online at our church website, www.fabchurch.com, from July 14 to 17. Please tell your
friends with children and invite them to participate!

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tim Wade

Assoc. Pastor/
Youth
912-231-7199
tim@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Elder
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com

July 12, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Psalm 47:1-2
Hymn #13, bulletin p. 4

“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”

Prayer of General Confession
Tom Keller
Romans 8:1-2

Hymn #127, bulletin p. 5
“Hallelujah, What a Savior!”

Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Lance Ficek
Hymn, bulletin p. 6
“Behold Our God”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Gender Wars
1 Corinthians 11:2-16, 1 Corinthians #61

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
Gender Wars
1 Corinthians #61
1 Corinthians 11:2-16
It seems our society hates gender distinctions.
As Christians, we must develop a biblical view of masculinity and femininity.
Al Mohler: “Gender is for the glory of God.”

Paul addresses the way that the Corinthians are praying and prophesying

“Structure of Authority” is not a “Hierarchy of Worth or Value.”

Men and women are equal in what they are, that is, ontologically. In terms of what
people are, men and women are equal; but in terms of what people do, there are
distinct roles.

Christ is dishonored when men forsake their ordained roles as men and act like
women when they pray.

1 Peter 1:12

James Hamilton: God is honored when people gladly accept his created Structure
of Authority because to do so is to testify that we believe that God knows best.
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Pat and Gary Beatty are very
thankful for the food so many of
you brought during their recent
illness. It was enjoyed, and
greatly appreciated!
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Articles
Fighting Injustice
By Robb Brunansky

What can you do as a Christian to fight injustice? What should you do as a Christian to fight injustice?
Believers acknowledge that the only way to fix the injustices of our world is
through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Moral reform, legal reform, or social reform cannot change the heart of a sinner, and the sinful heart is the reason for injustice in
our world. As long as sinners are enslaved to sin, they will commit hateful acts that
harm others and further unrighteousness in society.
As we read Scripture we also see that believers are called to be obedient to Christ
in manifold ways that include but are not limited to evangelism of unbelievers. Example, Galatians 6:10 says, “So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith.” The imperative to “do
good to all people” is all-encompassing. It certainly includes telling people the gospel,
but it also includes such good deeds as helping the needy, discipling another believer, or showing compassion to the hurting. Believers are called to do these things
in obedience to God’s commands and as a testimony to others.
When the question arises of how a believer should fight injustice in the world in
obedience to God’s commands and as a testimony to others, the question is more
complicated than it might at first appear. The first question that should be asked is,
“Which injustices will you fight?” The world is full of injustice. From gang violence
to drug addiction, from hatred to abortion, from abuses of authority to rampant
crime, there are no shortages of injustices a believer might seek to oppose. How
does a Christian know what injustice he should address or seek to remedy?
One problem with the current way Christians seek to confront injustice is they
simply follow the world in picking what injustices they will oppose. Whatever current injustice dominates the news headlines is the injustice that people think needs
addressed. It is certainly possible, and even likely, that the story at the top of the
news is a real injustice that we should oppose in principle, but does that mean that
each individual Christian is called to do something about that particular instance or
even that particular form of injustice in society? If so, the injustices we oppose will
change quickly, and we will spend more energy trying to figure out the latest trend
than we will opposing injustice.
Another question that should be asked is, “How will I oppose injustice?” Posting
a profile picture on social media is not opposing injustice. It’s virtue-signaling. Joining a protest march helps no one, and when those marches become violent, they
actually further injustice. Furthermore, we don’t see any biblical precept or example
that would encourage Christians to oppose injustices in such a broad, impersonal,
and generic way. If we are going to do good to all people and truly oppose injustice,
we should do something that actually helps real people, people we see and hear and
with whom we interact as human beings made in God’s image.
How should a Christian answer these two questions?
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First, which injustices should you oppose? Obviously, Christians should oppose
in principle and in prayer all injustices in the world. Practically, however, our time
and talents are limited, so opposing all injustices with personal and direct action is
not realistic. A helpful way to answer this question is to look at the people around
you. The people around you are the primary people God has put in your life for
you to love by doing good to them. For most of us, the people around us are our
family, our church family, our co-workers, our friends, and our neighbors. These
are the primary people for whom you are to pray and to whom you are to do good.
When they suffer an injustice, you should be there for them to support them, to
empathize with them, to show them compassion, and to help them gain justice if
possible. If they are unbelievers, the most important way you can do good to them
is to call them to repentance and faith in Christ without neglecting other ways of
showing them kindness.
Some Christians have a passion about a certain type of injustice and feel called to
oppose something that perhaps is not impacting their circles of influence but is impacting certain groups within their city or region. Some might feel called to oppose
the injustice of inner-city gang violence, or called to address the problem of broken
families in areas of high poverty. Others might feel called to help improve relationships between people of different ethnicities or cultures, in their community. Not all
believers are called to this type of broad service in their community, but some are.
Those who are called to these types of good works should do them without condemning others God has not called in the exact same way.
As an example, our family felt called to do something to help battle the injustice
of abortion. Due to some providential circumstances, we believed God wanted us
to address this injustice through adoption.
One of the greatest gifts we ever received was our little girl, adopted out of a life
that almost certainly would have been marked by poverty and fatherlessness and
that would have been devoid of Christian influence. We are all called to do the
unique good works God has prepared for us. And we should do them without looking down on others called to something else.
First and foremost, then, Christians should address whatever injustices are directly impacting their family, friends, and neighbors, the people with whom they
come into contact on a regular basis. We should also see if God has a broader plan
for us to address certain injustices that impact people beyond our circles of influence and, if He does, we should seek to be obedient to that calling.
How do we address these injustices? In the case of the people we know personally, we need to do two things. First, we need to support those who are suffering
unjustly through prayer, encouragement from Scripture, and in tangible ways that
might help them address their unjust suffering. If our neighbor can’t afford a lawyer, for example, perhaps we help him hire one to defend himself or litigate against
someone who has treated him unjustly. Second, we need to encourage our
neighbors with the truth that not every injustice will be corrected in our fallen world
prior to Christ’s return. If we suffer unjustly and remain faithful to the Lord, the
Lord sees and will reward us at His coming. That means every injustice the believer
suffers ultimately works for our good, so we can patiently endure injustices knowing that God is faithful. This way of addressing injustice opens the door of evangel8

ism with unbelievers as well, as we can tell them of how Jesus was crucified unjustly to save unjust people who trust in Him.
If we are called to address a broader injustice, that will require significant sacrifice from us. Example, if you are concerned about the plight of people in the innercity, you should consider moving to the inner-city so that you can serve people in
those circumstances and have a real, tangible impact in their lives. If you want to
help fight drug abuse and addiction, you can go to places where you know you will
find addicts and seek to minister the gospel to them, and in doing so you will learn
about other needs they have and other ways you might be able to help them. Fighting injustice on a broad scale does not happen in a march or on a Facebook post. It
happens when we go to people who are suffering, live among them, love them, and
tell them the story of Christ, who came to seek and to save the lost.
The problem with how Christians often seek to address injustice today is that we
want to feel like we have addressed injustice but we don’t want to make the sacrifice that addressing injustice actually requires. We want to see incarceration rates of
poor young men from the inner-city come down, but we don’t want to take the time
to become a father to the fatherless. It’s easier to blame the incarceration rate on
“the system” than to pour your life into someone who isn’t the victim of a system
but of a father who loved his sin more than his son. We want to see women stop
aborting their babies but we don’t want to give up a Saturday every month to go
volunteer at a crisis pregnancy center. We want to see unbelievers repent and come
to know Christ, but we don’t want to risk damaging a relationship by speaking the
gospel when an opportunity arises. And so we settle for feeling like we have done
something by carrying a sign or posting on social media, when in reality we have
done nothing that has helped anyone at all.
The biblical reality is that many injustices in the world would be addressed if we
would simply be faithful Christians in our ordinary lives with the people around us.
If we were faithful in prayer, faithful in the Word, faithful to be involved in our local church, faithful to love our spouses and raise our children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, faithful to love our friends and neighbors and speak truth to the
unbelievers around us, and faithful to support ministries that advance the Great
Commission, many injustices we can impact would be addressed. The Lord uses
the faithful obedience of ordinary Christians to achieve extraordinary things. And
when, in God’s providence, temporal injustices are not changed, we would have the
patience to continue to do good even in the face of opposition and injustice. Such
faithfulness would provoke the unbelievers who see us to ask the reason for the
hope that is within us. Then we can tell them how God is not only just but the Justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. v
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obody wins the war against sin and/or persecution in the blink of an eye or
in a single circumstance. It’s something we’ll be engaged in constantly, for
the rest of our lives. We’re going to have to die daily—we need to die daily
because we’re not recovered addicts. We’re recovering addicts, and what we’re
addicted to is ourselves—our selfishness, our desires, and our safety.
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
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Missionary of the Week
Shannon & Danielle Hurley
SOS Ministries - Uganda
Sufficiency of Scripture (SOS) Ministries
is a unique 501(c)(3) faith-based organization, dramatically impacting the precious people of Uganda through sound
Biblical teaching and training in God’s
Word, and through sacrificially demonstrating Christ’s love. Founded by missionary and preacher Shannon Hurley in
2002, SOS is headquartered in Uganda’s
impoverished Luweero District, operating out of Kubamitwe village. The SOS
Board of Directors, senior leadership and
staff are composed almost entirely of
Uganda nationals.
From Shannon’s latest email newsletter:
Dear Friends,
All these months into the pandemic have altered so much of our thinking. We
would have never thought that the world could stop. We would have never expected that the normalities and freedoms we have joyfully experienced could be
threatened so abruptly. This has been shocking and disturbing.
Yet, what has not changed in this season for SOS Ministries is our undying passion
to see our mission accomplished. These events have only inflamed our urgency to
establish our mission. We have no idea what the future brings, but while the door
of opportunity is still wide open, we want to continue to march forward with determination and vigor. This time on hold has been so good because it has allowed us
the opportunity to reload our guns, sharpen are swords, and strengthen our army
for the battle ahead.
Like in some parts of America, our church has been unable to gather and our
schools (Legacy and STC) have been unable to train. But this has not stopped us
from pressing forward. Discipleship is booming, and a strategic effort on discipling
our local church and community is now getting all of our focus.
Progress continues with developing curriculum and establishing accreditation for
Shepherds Training Center, and we are getting ready to break ground on housing
for Legacy Christian Academy secondary school teachers. Our administrative and
development teams have resumed work to facilitate our ministry.
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This Week at FABC

Bible Reading Schedule

Today
Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream
on YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m.

July 2020

2 Thessalonians

Evening Worship in the Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on
YouTube and Facebook
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study: Meeting
& live stream on YouTube and
Facebook
10:00 a.m.

While our ‘normal’ ministry programs
may not be running, our normal mode
of operation to care for and meet the
needs of our community is running full
steam ahead! Ministry continues!
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We know that these times are pressing
for many of you, and we want to take
this opportunity to thank you for your
faithful commitment to us. If this season
has been extra fruitful for you, we’d love
for you to consider a financial gift to
help with shortfalls we are experiencing
in giving right now.

Memorize:
16

Now may our
Lord Jesus Christ himself,
and God our Father,
who loved us and gave us
eternal comfort and
good hope through grace,
17
comfort your hearts
and establish them in every
good work and word.

Uganda needs Gospel saturated help
during these times, and we stand ready,
answering that call still today! Please
pray for us as we continue to strengthen
God’s Church in Uganda!

Shannon Hurley

#

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17, ESV
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Extra Notes:

Lockup Deacons for July:

Cole Morris, John Sumner

Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:

355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.
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