J une 14, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Church Services
We are meeting again in person! Please RSVP for next Sunday, June 21, by calling
the church or emailing office@fabchurch.com, if you are meeting back with us for
the first time in awhile.
Here is our live stream schedule:
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday “Feeding on the Word,” 12:00 p.m.
Links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on our website:
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream

Graduate Recognition!
We are honoring our graduates today. Check out their profiles on the bulletin insert. Congratulations!

Funeral Service
Jeannette Salter passed away on March 17. There is a memorial service for the family scheduled for Saturday, June 27. They will have lunch here at the church after
the service, so if you would like to bring a dish with which to bless the family,
please bring it over by 11:00 a.m. on that morning. Contact Connie Moore if you
would like to help serve.

Evening Service
There will be an informal evening worship service on Sunday, June 28, outdoors in
the Pavilion. We will have an extended time of singing by request and a devotion.
Food will not be served, but this will be an opportunity for fellowship and encouragement through worship. If you would like to request a particular song to be sung,
please submit that request to Robert by Sunday, June 21, so he can put together a
song list. You can send an email to robert@fabchurch.com.

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tim Wade

Assoc. Pastor/
Youth
912-231-7199
tim@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Elder
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com

June 14, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Romans 5:6-8
Hymn, bulletin p. 4

“I Will Glory in My Redeemer”

Prayer of General Confession
Tom Keller
Romans 3:25-26

Hymn #488, bulletin p. 5
“My Redeemer”

Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3
Steve Posner
Hymn, bulletin p. 6
“Revelation Song”

Message
Tim Wade

My Son
Hosea 11:1, Hosea #14

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
My Son
Hosea #14
Hosea 11:1
1. The Son’s Relationship
Luke 3:22-38

2. The Son’s Rescue
Numbers 23:22-24, 24:8-9 Hosea 11, Matthew 2:14-15

3. The Son’s Responsibility

4. The Son’s Reward
Galatians 4:1-6
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Revelation Song
1. Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain;
Holy, holy is He;
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on
Heaven’s mercy seat.
(Repeat)
Chorus
Holy, holy, holy
Is the Lord God Almighty.
Who was and is and is to come;
With all creation I sing
Praise to the King of kings;
You are my ev’rything
And I will adore You.
2. Clothed in rainbows of living color
Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder;
Blessing and honor, strength and glory
And power be to You, the only wise King.
Chorus
3. Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder,
At the mention of Your name;
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living water,
Such a marv’lous mystery.
Chorus
CCLI Song # 4447960
Jennie Lee Riddle
© 2004 Gateway Create Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI))
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2358754
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Articles
Stripping Down the Gospel: We Must Believe More
Than the ABCs
by Jason A. Van Bemmel
What must I do to be saved? The Philippian jailer asked this question in Acts 16.
Paul’s answer was simple and powerful: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household (Acts 16:31, ESV).”
But what does it mean to believe in the Lord Jesus? For the Philippian jailer, coming
to Christ meant turning from polytheistic paganism to belief in one true God. Believing
in Jesus meant believing the truth of who Jesus is, what He has done, what He is doing
now and what He will do in the future.
Right after Paul’s simple response to the jailer in verse 31, we’re told in verse 32, “And
they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.” Paul didn’t just make
a simple statement and immediately lead the jailer in The Sinner’s Prayer. He taught
him and his whole household the word of God.
As the early church grew, they developed a creed that would contain all of the vital
information. The Apostle’s Creed has, for centuries, been the standard creed of Christianity for all denominations and traditions on all continents. The Heidelberg Catechism,
which belongs to the Reformed Protestant tradition, affirms the Apostle’s Creed’s central place as the summary of what Christian must believe to be saved.
Q. 22. What is then necessary for a Christian to believe?
A. All things promised us in the gospel, which the articles of our catholic and undoubted Christian faith briefly teach us.
Q. 23. What are these articles?
A.
1. I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
2. And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord:
3. Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary:
4. Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into
hell:
5. The third day he rose again from the dead:
6. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
7. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:
8. I believe in the Holy Ghost:
9. I believe a holy catholic church: the communion of saints:
10. The forgiveness of sins:
11. The resurrection of the body:
12. And the life everlasting.
The true content of the Gospel, which must be understood and believed, cannot really
be reduced from these twelve articles contained in the Apostle’s Creed. It is necessary
(not optional) that we believe these truths, and it is necessary that we understand what
each of these twelve articles is asserting in order for our belief to be meaningful.
We live in an increasingly pluralistic and pagan age, and so our culture is becoming 7

more like the culture of the ancient Roman Empire. Fifty years ago, we may have been
able to rely on a cultural consensus and collective understanding that was generally
monotheistic and Judeo-Christian. Today, that’s simply not the case. Unbelievers’ understanding of the nature of truth, the existence and nature of God, the historicity of the
Gospels, etc. is all really shaky and unknown. We need to take more time to understand
people and their understandings and to carefully explain what it is we believe and why
we believe it.
How different is this approach from the quick, drive-by evangelism common in many
evangelistic programs and Gospel presentations? One common evangelism tool is based
on ABC:
Admit that you are a sinner.
Believe that Jesus died for your sins.
Confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
This simple formula runs the risk of being simplistic and of missing so much that someone must believe in order to be a Christian. For example, Jesus is more and did more
than just die for our sins:
1. He is the only begotten Son of God who was born of a virgin.
2. He lived a sinless life.
3. He suffered humiliation and rejection and died on the cross for our sins, being buried and remaining under the power of death for a time.
4. He rose again from the dead on the Third Day.
5. He ascended into heaven and sits at God’s right hand.
6. He is coming again to judge the living and the dead.
We need to be able to share a simple Gospel message with our non-Christian friends,
family members and neighbors. But a simple Gospel is not a stripped down, simplistic
Gospel that leaves holes in the essential truths we believe and would leave people confused and conflicted. v

Army Controversy Over John Piper’s Book Isn’t About
Homophobia — It’s About Jesus
By Caroline D'Agati
A senior Army chaplain earlier this month emailed other chaplains the text of
“Coronavirus and Christ,” a brief book by famed author, podcaster, and pastor John
Piper. The command chaplain of U.S. Army Garrison Humphreys in South Korea, Col.
Moon H. Kim, wrote in his email: “This book has helped me refocus my sacred calling
to my savior Jesus Christ to finish strong. Hopefully this small booklet would help you
and your Soldiers, their Families, and others who you serve.”
This email and the attached book have led to complaints from 22 other chaplains,
who’ve enlisted the help of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation (MRFF). The
MRFF, which consistently targets theologically conservative Christians, wrote a letter
to Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, saying Moon must be “officially, swiftly, aggressively, and visibly investigated and disciplined in punishment for his deplorable actions.”
Since then, Moon’s comments have come under review, prompting a letter from 20
members of Congress — including Republican Reps. Louie Gohmert of Texas, Andy
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Biggs of Arizona, and Steve King of Iowa — calling for the Army not to buckle to this
agenda-pushing third-party organization. The letter also outlines several other recent
attacks of the MRFF on theologically conservative Christian chaplains.
If you read the entire text of Piper’s book, which is available for free, you will see its
most incendiary idea is not the single paragraph about homosexuality. This short book
ruffles feathers because it affirms the most offensive message in the history of the world:
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
What Does ‘Coronavirus and Christ’ Actually Say?
For those complaining about the book and calling for Moon to be disciplined, the primary issue comes from a single paragraph. After a theological explanation of who God
is and why he commands our trust even in such a difficult time, Piper outlines six answers to the question, “What is God doing through the Coronavirus?”
One of those answers is to send “specific divine judgments.” He clarifies, “Some people will be infected with the coronavirus as a specific judgment from God because of
their sinful attitudes and actions.” In that chapter, he gives two examples. First, he cites
Acts 12, wherein King Herod is immediately struck down by God for exalting himself
and allowing others to treat him as a god. In other words, pride is a sin meriting God’s
judgment.
The next paragraph reads, in its entirety: Another example is the sin of homosexual
intercourse. In Romans 1:27, the apostle Paul says, “Men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.”
That “due penalty” is the painful effect “in themselves” of their sin.
As Piper clarifies shortly after: “The coronavirus is, therefore, never a clear and simple punishment on any person. The most loving, Spirit-filled Christian, whose sins are
forgiven through Christ, may die of the coronavirus disease. But it is fitting that every
one of us search our own heart to discern if our suffering is God’s judgment on the way
we live.”
The Real Complaint Is with the Bible
For today’s average American, Piper’s words are shocking. Even for Christians who
ascribe to Piper’s theological views, it can be stark to see those words in print. We are
inclined as humans to downplay the effects of sin. What’s more, if someone else’s arrogance or homosexuality merits divine judgment, so does our greed, gluttony, lust, or
selfishness.
Here’s the thing: Most of the words in that paragraph aren’t Piper’s — they’re the
Bible’s. Ultimately, the book is offensive because it preaches the message of the Gospel.
Piper is not letting us off the hook with some neutered, hippie-drum-circle Jesus telling
us, “You do you.” He’s saying there’s something fundamentally wrong with us that
only God can fix.
As Piper writes: The very sovereignty that rules in sickness is the sovereignty that
sustains in loss. The very sovereignty that takes life is the sovereignty that conquered
death and brings believers home to heaven in Christ … His infinite power rests in the
hands of infinite holiness and righteousness and goodness — and wisdom. And all that
stands in the service of those who trust his Son, Jesus Christ. What God did in sending
Jesus to die for sinners has everything to do with the coronavirus.
Piper is telling us what the Bible says: God is a righteous judge whose goodness demands he judge our sins. But he also sent Christ to pay for our sins if we are willing to
accept him. It’s no surprise our self-satisfied culture is offended that part of God’s purpose for the coronavirus is to rebuke unrepentant sinners and draw them to Jesus. v
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Missionary of the Week
Ralph & Elaine Elliott
TEAM - Turkey/Belgium
Following God's Call
Transition to Turkey – July 2001
Our family transitioned to Turkey in
2001, nineteen years ago. We did not know
all that was in store for us at that time but
we were stepping out in faith to what we
believed God was calling us to do. Since
that time we have been blessed beyond
belief to see all He has done in and around
us in the ministry in Turkey. You all who
have followed us through the years know
much of this as we have seen God start
with just Elaine and myself and from there, allowed us to touch the lives of many people in Turkey.
We started a Turkish company that made it easier to connect with Turkish people,
started an English club that has since grown to three different clubs, started a Toastmasters public speaking group that has spawned into two additional Turkish Toastmaster
groups in Istanbul and Izmir and a new group starting in Bursa, as well as started a business ministry that reached out over time to both believers and secular people in both
Istanbul and Izmir. Elaine and I feel so honored to have been a part of these events
which come from the hand of God and through the blessing of our Cru organization.
We have also been blessed in the last 5 years to see the number of full-time staff in the
Young Professional branch which we supervise grow to approximately 50 people from 8
different countries serving in 6 different cities of Turkey. The only thing missing was
seeing a harvest of new believers from Turkey itself. Now after almost 20 years, it looks
like we are beginning to see the first fruits of many more Turkish believers. All the
churches in the country seem to be experiencing this same incredible development. Our
ministry alone has 11 Turkish people applying to join our staff or serve in an internship
capacity for this next year. We praise God that He has allowed us to see what we hope
is the beginning of a spiritual revival in Turkey.
Transition to Belgium – September 2020
It was in the early years of the 2000s, just after Elaine and I and our family had
moved to Turkey, that we met Bob and Ria Verlackt, a Belgian couple living and working in Istanbul. Bob was a food flavorist with an international company.
Elaine actually first met Ria through her international womens' Bible study. Later we
both got to know Bob and Ria better as they joined the Alpha course that we were a part
of at our church. As Bob and Ria joined more and more different religious activities, we
naturally assumed that they were already Christians but because of their background
from Belgium, were not as used to the different Bible Studies and courses that they were
now exposed to. Over 2–3 years it was surprising yet clear from their own testimony
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This Week at FABC

Bible Reading Schedule

Today
Morning Worship: Meeting & live stream
on YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m.

June 2020

2 Timothy

Monday - Friday
Feeding on the Word: Daily 15-minute
online lunchtime devotionals 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on
YouTube and Facebook
7:00 p.m.

Continued on p. 12
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Memorize:
16

All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable
for teaching,
for reproof,
for correction, and
for training in
righteousness,
17
that the man of God
may be complete,
equipped for every good
work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17, ESV

#

that Bob and Ria had not just become
more involved in church activities but had
actually become born again—they had
come to understand what it means to have
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!
After a number of years in Istanbul,
Bob's services in his international company
had come to an end. They were returning
to their home country of Belgium but first
wanted to travel to the US in order to visit
some of the large evangelical churches that
they had been watching on satellite TV
while in Turkey. Elaine and I made a suggestion to them that they use a part of their
time in the States—maybe one to two
weeks—to visit our Cru headquarters in
order to get some additional training in
their newfound faith. Bob & Ria followed
up on our suggestion, making Orlando the
first stop on their US visit. However, they
found the time at the headquarters so helpful that they spent almost all of their time
in the States there in Orlando. Bob and Ria
thoroughly enjoyed their time of introduction and training with Cru. Long story
short – Bob and Ria returned to Antwerp,
Belgium in what normally would have
been their early retirement years to begin
the work of Cru in Belgium, becoming our
first national staff in that country!
Upon their return to Belgium, Bob and
Ria began to experiment with different
approaches for what might make a difference for the gospel in Belgium. Bob and
Ria explored many different avenues for
sharing the gospel effectively. God used

1
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them in many ways but perhaps the most significant one was starting an evangelical
program on Catholic radio that eventually ended up having a listenership of 60,000
people.
Elaine and I followed Bob and Ria with great interest for many years. We even visited them two different times for extended weekends during the last couple years. During this whole process, an interesting thing happened—we sensed God calling us to join
Bob and Ria in their work in Belgium. After much prayer, visiting with Bob and Ria,
and talking with other leaders in our movement, we decided to make the move to go
join them!
Timetable
I think we have told most of you by email or in person about these plans but our
apologies to those we may have overlooked. Our plans are to be home in the States this
summer, then make our transition to Belgium in September.
There is so much more to share. We hope we can tell you more about our plans when
you see you or talk on the phone this summer. Thank you so much for your prayers
during this process!
Your co-laborers,

Ralph and Elaine
PS – Please be praying for our summer return travel plans to the US. Our flight is now scheduled
for June 10, but this flight has already been cancelled twice by Turkish airlines (instructions from
the Turkish government because of the Covid-19 virus).

Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:

355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.
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Congratulations, Graduates!
Jada Delguidice graduated from Sol C.
Johnson High School with honors. She
is attending Jacksonville
University in the fall to study nursing.

Lily Horton graduated from
St. Andrew’s School and will be
attending the University of
Georgia in the fall.
She plans to major in
Biochemistry.

Allie Mills graduated from
Savannah Arts Academy.
She will attend Georgia
Southern University in the
fall and pursue a business
degree.
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Congratulations, Graduates!
Napoleon Martin graduated with
a Master of Science in
Mathematics from Savannah
State University. He is leaning
towards pursuing a Ph.D., but at
this time, he is seeking gainful
employment using the skills he
has obtained thus far.

Kristen Stanford
graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in
Biology, with a minor
in Environmental
Studies, from Valdosta
State University. She
plans to work in
environmental quality
management.
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