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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Church Services 
We are not able to meet in person this morning, but plan to meet next Sunday, May 
31. Please RSVP by calling the church or emailing office@fabchurch.com. 
 
Here is our live stream schedule:  
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.  
Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday - Friday “Feeding on the Word,” 12:00 p.m.  
Links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on our website:  
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 

Church Office Closed Tomorrow 
The church office is closed tomorrow, May 25, for Memorial Day. 
 

Last Chance, Graduates! 
Please be sure we know that you are graduating from high school or college! We 
want to recognize and honor this great achievement next Sunday, May 31. Please 
send a picture for the bulletin, along with the school from which you are graduat-
ing, and your future plans! Send it to Dawn in 
the office: office@fabchurch.com. 
 

Vacation Bible School 
Our tentative dates for Vacation Bible School, 
Mystery Island, are June 22 - 26. Open to chil-
dren who have finished Kindergarten through 
6th Grade. You can register your child online! 
Go to fabc.myanswers.com/mystery-island. 
Class sizes are limited, so sign up soon. We will 
let you know if we need to adjust the schedule. If 
you have any questions at all, contact Cindy 

May 24, 2020  

FABC Elders 
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May 24, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Psalm 33:18-22 

 

Hymn #127, bulletin p. 4 
“For All the Saints” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Bob Dimmitt 

Isaiah 43:25 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

 

Scripture Reading 
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Steve Posner 
 

Hymn#532, bulletin p. 6 
“God of our Fathers” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

God’s Daily Intervention, Part 2 
1 Corinthians 10:6-13, 1 Corinthians #55 

 

Hymn, below, left 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Reflection for Memorial Day: 
 
Greater love has no 
one than this, than 
to lay down one’s 
life for his friends. 

Jesus, in John 15:13 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A .M. Notes  

God’s Daily Intervention, Part 2 
1 Corinthians #55 
1 Corinthians 10:6-13  
 
1. Desiring evil things: Psalm 106:13-15 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Idolatry: Exodus 32:1-6  
 
 
 
 
 
3. Immorality: Numbers 25:1-5  
 
 
 
 
 
4. Testing the Lord: Numbers 14:21-23 & Numbers 21:4-9 
 
 
 

  
5. Grumbling: Numbers 16:41-50 
 
 
 
 
 
There are always some grounds for grumbling, e.g., lack of water or the apparent 
unattainability of the promised land. The fault is that the people is making grace 
into a claim and then complaining because justice is not done to the claim. God is 
thus robbed of his sovereignty-(Kittle’s Theological Dictionary of the NT) 
 
 
Making an honest assessment of our strength and ability to remain faithful to God-
Verse 12 
 
Verse 13 
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Articles 
I Was a Misunderstood Muslim: Common Misconcep-
tions About Islam 
by Pastor Afshin Ziafat 
 
 Christians are called to be witnesses of Christ to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
In our day, the ends of the earth are moving into our neighborhoods — at least for 
those of us in America & Europe. Muslims are emigrating to our cities in record 
numbers. Many of us don’t need to board a plane to take the gospel to the Muslim 
world. We only need to cross the street to our neighbor’s house. 
 Unfortunately, many Christians are apprehensive about engaging a relationship 
or even a conversation with Muslims. Some have a misperception that Muslims 
will not be friendly. Others are gripped with the fear of potentially offending Mus-
lims by committing a cultural faux pas. Essentially, many are overcome by the fear 
of the unknown. I want to shed light on some common misconceptions that hinder 
Christians from reaching out to Muslims with the saving truth of Christ. 
 
Misconceptions About Muslims: The most common misconception about Mus-
lims is that they are all radical terrorists filled with hatred for the West — or at least 
they are headed in that direction. The thought is that all Muslims ultimately want 
to see our society destroyed & Islamic Sharia law instituted throughout the land. 
Although there are movements of radical Islamic terrorists throughout the world, 
the vast majority of Muslims are among the more hospitable, gracious, &friendly 
people you will meet. 
 Underlying this misunderstanding is the erroneous thinking that the more devout 
one gets as a Muslim, the more radical one becomes. Some think that the end of 
Christian devotion is to sell your possessions & give it all to the poor, while the end 
of Muslim devotion is to become a jihadist. 
 Although there are terrorist organizations who have deceived their followers into 
believing this, the vast majority of Muslims fall into another category: the dutiful 
religious Muslim. The term Islam means “submission to Allah,” & Muslim means 
“one who submits to Allah.” Islam is primarily a works-based religion, & for most 
Muslims, to be devout is to give oneself wholly to follow the five pillars of faith & 
submit to Allah. 
 
Misconceptions About Our Calling : Another misconception that we must ac-
knowledge has to do with our calling & purpose as Christians. It might be better 
stated as a forgotten identity & mission. This came to light during the recent Syrian 
refugee crisis, when many American Christians primarily were thinking about bor-
der protection & safety instead of the opportunity for advancing the kingdom of 
God. This is not to say that safety & protection should not be on our minds at all. 
As a husband & father, I desire safety & peace in our country. But as an ambassa-
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dor for Christ, I cannot let that desire squeeze out or nullify the greater desire to see 
people from all nations come to saving faith in Jesus. 
 In Acts 20:24, Paul states that his own life is not more valuable to him than the 
ministry God gave him to testify to the gospel of grace. For us today, engaging our 
Muslim neighbors in order to witness to the gospel is not even a matter of life & 
death. But it may mean sacrificing comfort. I fear that, too often, we don’t even 
want to get out of our comfort zones. I recently heard about a community where 
some were upset because an Islamic association wanted to build a cemetery in their 
town. Some were against the initiative because they felt it would lead to more Mus-
lims moving to their community. Instead of celebrating an open door to engage 
Muslims with the gospel, they wanted to stop it. 
 The goal of Christians is not to preserve or extend our temporal comforts, or even 
our lives, at all costs. The goal of Christians should be instead to spend every day of 
our lives serving the mission of testifying to all nations. 
 
Muslims’ Misconceptions: It is also important to note that Muslims have many 
misconceptions about Christianity. Most Muslims don’t understand our view of the 
Trinity, & wrongly assume that Christians worship three Gods. The sonship of Je-
sus is a stumbling block for them because many mistakenly take it to mean that 
God had sexual relations with Mary. Muslims also view Christianity primarily 
through the lens of Western society. In the Muslim world, Islam is woven into 
every fabric of society so that the religion’s value is reflected in the culture. There-
fore, some Muslims have a hard time accepting the claims of Christ because they 
see the vices in our society & wrongly attribute them to Christianity. 
 It is important to dispel all these misunderstandings, but I want to highlight one 
misconception in particular that shows the importance of engaging your Muslim 
neighbor. Many Muslims think that the biblical doctrine of justification by grace 
alone through faith alone in Christ alone is absurd. They view it as a cheap grace. 
They think Christianity essentially means saying a prayer to believe in Jesus, & 
then living however you want because you have been forgiven. They ask, “Then 
why would you live for God? Why would you do anything for God?” With that 
question, they admit that they believe the only reason someone would live for God 
is fear. The motive is to earn God’s favor, or else I’m going to go to hell. But what 
if there’s a better way? 
 The Bible is clear that grace does not lead to freedom to sin, but rather to freedom 
to truly live for God (Romans 6:15–18). A true Christian will produce good works, 
but his good works will not be a means to earning salvation. Rather, they will be a 
product of his salvation — or better put, evidence of his salvation. The Scripture 
teaches in James that “faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:26). Christians do 
not live for God out of fear of going to hell, because we understand that our place 
in heaven is already secured by the blood of Christ. 
 
While We Were Yet Sinners: Now we can see why it is so important to engage, 
befriend, & love our Muslim neighbors. The greatest misconception in the Muslim 
mind relates to the unmerited & sacrificial love of the true God. In Islam, you earn 
God’s favor through a life of good works, submitting to the will of Allah. Islam 
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teaches that there will be a day of judgment when Muslims will face a scale that 
weighs all their good deeds against their bad deeds. Whichever one outweighs the 
other will determine whether they go to heaven or hell. But Christianity teaches 
that God loved us & sent his Son to die for our sins while we were yet sinners 
(Romans 5:8) & before we did anything good to deserve it (Ephesians 2:8–9). 
 This is the love that Muslims need to experience. And this is where you come in. 
We love Muslims by inviting them into our homes for dinner. We love Muslims by 
asking them how we can help them in getting assimilated to our community — for 
example, by helping them set up a bank account, sign up their kids for school, or 
whatever else it may be. Before a Muslim cares to know what you believe, he often 
wants to know that you care. When we love Muslims without seeking anything in 
return, especially when they expect us to ostracize them, we make Jesus visible to 
them & put the gospel on full display (1 John 4:7–12). 
 
Once a Muslim: My family moved back to the States when I was 6 because of the 
unrest in Iran due to the revolution. Shortly after coming to America, the Iranian 
hostage crisis hit. A group of Americans were held hostage in Iran, & it was not 
easy for my family to live in Houston. Many people persecuted us because they 
knew my family was from Iran. I’m so thankful for one Christian lady who did not 
see my family as a threat, but as an opportunity to advance the gospel. 
 My Christian tutor loved me & met a real need in my life by teaching me the 
English language. She did this during a time when others threw bricks through the 
windows of our home or threatened to beat up my brother & me. Had any other 
American given me the NT, I would’ve thrown it away, because I didn’t trust many 
Americans then. But I’m thankful it came from the one who was showing me the 
love of Christ in her actions. Since it came from her, I held on to the NT that I 
would read years later & that would lead me to faith in Christ. 
 I am eternally blessed that I get to know Christ & be a part of making him 
known. There is no way I would be in this place if it were not for a second-grade 
tutor who was determined to invest in my life. I believe there are many more Mus-
lims like me in your community. I pray that you will be obedient to Jesus as he calls 
you to invest in the life of a Muslim in your path for the sake of the gospel. v 

T he biblical story can be told as a reflection on two Greek words: kyriotes and 
autonomia. The first means ‘lordship’ and refers to God’s right to rule; the 
second means ‘living by one’s own laws’ and describes man’s effort to live 

independently of God. From Genesis to Revelation, the story of the Bible is one of 
God’s assertion of his lordship – his ‘right to rule’ – over all the universe but more 
specifically over human beings, and of humans’ counter-assertion of their right to 
live apart from God’s rule. Genesis 3:1-7 describes humankind’s decisive rejection 
of God’s right to rule and thus the initial expression of human autonomy, while the 
rest of the Bible describes the disastrous consequences of that action and God’s 
program of redemption to bring humans back under his acknowledged rule, for-
given and willingly submitting to him. 

Terry Chrisope, Professor of History at Missouri Baptist University 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ray & Marti Williams 
TEAM Leadership 

This letter arrived via email on May 18: 
It’s a wet, locked in Monday in South Carolina.  Many 
restrictions here have been lifted but we are still being 
careful.  Our church here will hold an outdoor service 
the next two weeks and then we are making plans for 
what comes after that.  
From last two weeks:  

· Ray had his review with his supervisor last week 
and it was okay. He seems to know and understand me 
pretty well, but was very gracious anyway! Glad to 
work with him. 

· Marti also had her review last week and it was also positive. Her role (Diversity and 
Women’s Initiatives) continues to be a challenge in that we all know we need to make 
progress in those areas, but what to do and how to do it is not always obvious. 

· Marti has been working diligently with NAAMC (National African-American Mis-
sion Conference) in anticipation of their annual June conference. This year the face-to-
face meeting has been cancelled, but there will be a virtual conference. While the lack of 
direct contact is disappointing, the accessibility of a virtual conference far exceeds what 
physical attendance might have been possible. There is great potential TEAM will have 
a prominent role in the conference. We are excited about the potential for this relation-
ship. 

· For Mother’s Day, Ray had the privilege of preaching for the Vietnamese Church 
he often preached at when in Adelaide! Since their services are all virtual for the time 
being, the speaker can be anywhere. It was great to reconnect, even if it was virtual and 
pre-recorded! 

· And, for Mother’s Day, our youngest daughter, Pamela, organized a zoom call so 
all our daughters could wish their mother a Happy Mother’s Day! 

· On the home front, since we are home on weekends because of the travel restric-
tions, we have time, although not always energy, to do some work around the house. 
Last Saturday was “new flooring on the back deck day.” I had great help from my 
brother-in-law, Hill, or it would not have happened. Now I just have to see if I will ever 
get my body to move again without pain!  
 

For the next two weeks: 

·  Tonight, Monday, Ray has a call with the Global Leadership Group which repre-
sents those in senior leadership positions in all areas of TEAM (finances, IT, mobiliza-
tion, development, etc, but not to be confused with the Global Ministry Group, which is 
composed of those directly responsible for overseeing our missionaries in their ministry 
efforts). This is a significant group that has the responsibility for making sure all areas of 
TEAM are functioning well and coordinating effectively. Pray that we can come away 
with a sense of unity and a clear idea of where God is leading TEAM. 
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Bible Reading Schedule  
May 2020 

1 Timothy 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Morning Worship: Live stream on  
   YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m. 

 
Monday - Friday 

Feeding on the Word: Daily 15-minute  
   online lunchtime devotionals 12:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on 
   YouTube and Facebook 7:00 p.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 
Great indeed, we confess,  
is the mystery of godliness: 
He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, 
seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, 
taken up in glory. 
 

· Wednesday Ray has the Global Minis-
try call, where the group wrestles with the-
ology, missiology (the study of doing 
God’s mission as effectively as possible) 
and strategy. Pray that we will be sensitive 
to the things that can help us do the task at 
hand. 

· Marti has seen over 50 ladies in 
TEAM begin with the reading groups in an 
effort to help the ladies prepare for greater 
effectiveness in ministry. Keep praying as 
the groups dig into the book Sacred Siblings. 

· We just learned today that Anderson 
University is planning on having live 
classes in the fall. It is encouraging to 
Marti as she relishes the opportunity for 
direct interaction with the young women. 
She is busily consolidating all the material 
she has collected over the years to be ready 
to share with the class. Pray that she will 
know just what to include and how to pre-
sent it. 

· While we are still not venturing far 
from home, we are starting to look at pos-
sible travel for later in the summer and on 
into the fall. Please pray with us for wis-
dom as to when and where travel might be 
a good possibility. 
 

Glad we can finally venture out a bit. Keep 
praying for our world as we struggle to 
know what is the proper course. Thanks 
for your prayers. 
 
God Bless You All! 

Ray & Marti   
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For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

Extra Notes: 


