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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Church Services 
Thanks for worshiping with us in person this morning. Bulletins are available in the 
basket in the foyer. There is also a box in the foyer and at the front into which you 
can place your offering before or after the service. We will continue the live stream-
ing also.  
Here is our live stream schedule:  
 
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.  
Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday - Friday “Feeding on the Word,” 12:00 p.m.  
Links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on our website:  
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 
Please refrain from congregating in the center aisle as you arrive. This is an exciting 
time, and we want to facilitate good fellowship, but we also want to be mindful of 
those who are coming to church because they are trusting us to be good stewards of 
their health. To that point, as you are dismissed by row to leave, please make sure 
not to congregate around the main exit which may prevent those who want to leave 
promptly from doing so without walking through a crowd. If you would like to en-
gage in conversation, please do so away from the main exit.  
 
Graduates! 
Please be sure we know that you are graduating from high school or college! We 
want to recognize and honor this great achievement on May 31. Please send a pic-
ture for the bulletin, along with the school from which you are graduating, and your 
future plans! Send it to Dawn in the office: offce@fabchurch.com. 
 
 

May 17, 2020  

FABC Elders 
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May 17, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Isaiah 53:3-5 

 

Hymn #127, bulletin p. 4 
“Hallelujah, What a Savior!” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Hebrews 7:23-25 

 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” 

 

Scripture Reading 
1 Corinthians 10:32-11:16 

Bob Dimmitt 
 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 6 
“God, the Uncreated One” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

God’s Daily Intervention 
1 Corinthians 10:6-13, 1 Corinthians #54 

 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A .M. Notes  

God’s Daily Intervention  
1 Corinthians #54 
1 Corinthians 10:6-13  
 
 
Desiring evil things: Psalm 106:13-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Idolatry: Exodus 32:1-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Immorality: Numbers 25:1-5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Testing the Lord: Numbers 14:21-23 & Numbers 21:4-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grumbling: Numbers 16:41-50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Making an honest assessment of our strength and ability to remain faithful to God-
Verse 12 
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Planning the Summer? 
Tentative dates to know: 

Children’s Music Camp 
 Wednesdays, July 1 (NEW DATE)—August 5 

 
Vacation Bible School: Mystery Island June 22—26 

 
D3 Camp June 29—July 2 
 
Children’s Camp July 20—23 
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Articles 
6 Reasons Why Understanding our Identity as  
Christians Matters 
By Michael Kelly 
 
 The question of identity is a simple one. You would think that we would be able 
to give a quick, straightforward answer to an inquiry like this: “Who are you?” 
 And yet this question – the question of identity – is an increasingly relevant one. 
Nationalism. Privilege. Ancestry. Gender. Politics. All these cultural discussions 
have an element of identity at their core. Now, like never before, we seem to be 
asking that question not just about others, but about ourselves. “Who am I?” we 
ask. “To what do I belong?” 
 The answer had no doubt fluctuated for you over time, as it has for me. Who am 
I? Probably you answered that question differently in middle school than in high 
school, different in college than in your first job. And still different if you are mar-
ried and are in the middle of parenting kids. 
 The Bible, too, has an answer to that question. But the Bible not only answers the 
question of Who am I, it also answers the question of Who are we? Not just as indi-
viduals, but together, as Christians. And here’s one of the places where it does: 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so 
that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his mar-
velous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not re-
ceived mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that wage war 
against the soul. Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that when they slan-
der you as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will glorify God on the day he 
visits  (1 Peter 2:9-12). 

 
 So that’s who we are. A royal priesthood. A chosen people. Those who have re-
ceived mercy. Why is it important that we know who we are as Christians? Let me 
then give you six reasons why knowing and understanding our identity as Chris-
tians deeply matters: 
 
1. Our identity tells us where we belong. We want – no, we need – to belong. To 
identify with a group of people. To love what they love and value what they value. 
And that’s a question we seem to always be seeking to answer, for in all of us, there 
is a desire to belong. To know the inside jokes. To be accepted. To be deeply 
known. 
 This question of identity answers that question for us. Where do we belong? We 
belong to the people of God. Our days of being on the outside looking in are over. 
This is good news. This is news of freedom. It means we don’t have to try and fig-
ure how what group to identify with on a daily basis. It means we don’t have to be 
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enslaved with the pressure of constant self-discovery and reinvention. It means that 
no matter what job we have, no matter how much money we have, no matter what 
title we have, and even no matter how we feel, the question of who we are has al-
ready been answered, and it’s been answered like this: 
 “You are mine,” and by corollary, “you are with us.” 
 
2. Our identity tells us we are wanted. Can you just breathe that in for a second 
with me? You are not only loved. You are not only accepted. But you 
are wanted. As silly as it is, the image that comes to my mind is the pressure cooker 
of the elementary school playground when teams are being chosen up. Now per-
haps you were always the best athlete on the playground and you spent those mo-
ments thinking, Which one of these teams is going to win, because that’s the team that is 
choosing me. But the rest of us spent those agonizing moments sizing up everyone 
else out there on that field thinking, Is there anyone for sure that will be chosen after me? 
Because I don’t want to be the last one. 
 Knowing your identity means knowing that you are wanted. That God has not 
just settled for you, but He has in fact chosen you. Oh, friends, it’s such a wonderful 
thing to be wanted. And that is what you find here, in this chosen people – a people 
who once were on the outside, but have been chosen to come on in. 
 
3. Our identity puts a weapon in our hands. Knowing your identity helps you 
fight, and we need to fight. That’s because there is a huge difference between know-
ing the truth, and feeling the truth. You know that you are a member of the chosen 
race; a stranger and alien in the world; the royal priesthood; but chances are, you’re 
not going to wake up feeling that way tomorrow morning. You will wake up feeling 
despondent. Left out. Put aside. Stepped over. and it is a moment when all of us 
will be tempted to be victimized by our own feelings. 
 
Here’s the thing about feelings, though – they are valuable for many things and in 
many ways, but they are completely unreliable when it comes to spiritual truth. 
This is one of the ways that Christians stand apart from the rest of the world – it’s 
that we understand that our feelings, too, must be brought under the authority of 
Jesus as Lord. So the question becomes for us not who do we feel like we are; but 
who does Jesus declare us to be. Identity is not a matter of feeling or even of choice; 
identity is a matter of declaration. 
 We fight our feelings with the knowledge Jesus’ declaration of our identity. 
 
4. Our identity gives confidence to our actions. Imagine this. Imagine that you’ve 
been invited to a dinner with important dignitaries – maybe this is a state dinner. So 
you go and rent a tux or buy a new dress, and you show up, and immediately you 
know you’re in over your head. The conversations around you seem to be about 
geopolitical politics, deep economic issues, and other such things that you don’t 
know much about. You don’t even know which fork to use with which course. 
 You might end up doing the right thing, but you would do it with shaking hands 
and a nervous stomach. That’s because you know you don’t normally attend these 
kinds of things. As cool as it is to be there, you feel a little bit out of place. 
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 The point of the illustration is this – knowing your identity in Christ gives you 
confidence in your actions. When you begin to accept that God has declared you to 
be a royal priesthood, a chosen people, His own possession, you start to act in 
godly confidence. 
 Because you have been made new by Jesus, the living stone, every time you act in 
godly love, joy, peace, patience and the rest, you are actually acting in conformity 
with who you really are. That means those moments when you show patience to 
your children, when you display integrity at your job, when you say no to things 
like sexual temptation – you can do that in confidence because you’re not just act-
ing like someone that you know in your heart you’re really not. You are living out 
the person God has remade you to be in Christ. Conversely, every time we choose 
sin, it’s as if we are putting on a mask and acting like someone that we are not. 
 
5. Our identity makes us long for home. Knowing our identity also makes us long 
for home. Let me take you back to that state dinner. Sure, it’s a cool experience, but 
in the middle, can’t you see yourself thinking how nice it will be to be at home? In 
your home? With the smells you know? The comfortable seat on the couch? The 
place where you know you are safe to be yourself? This is a longing inside of all of 
us – to be at home. 
 And for the Christian, that longing is even more pronounced because we are not 
at home. Peter tells us that our whole experience on earth is as a stranger. An alien. 
As a people who doesn’t quite fit. We don’t fit with the desires of the world. The 
goals of the culture. The priorities of those around us. That’s because our home is 
somewhere different. That sense inside you that there is more? That’s a good thing, 
for that is the Spirit of God reminding you that your identity, and your citizenship, 
is not here. 
 CS Lewis: “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can sat-
isfy, the most probable explanation is that we were made for another world.” 
 Oh, to be at home. But in the meantime, our actions, in which we are confident 
because we know who we are, should reflect not this world but the kingdom of 
heaven for which we are bound. Be weird, Christian. Be different. And do so be-
cause you know who you really are and where and to whom you really belong. 
 
6. Our identity reveals us our deeper purpose. Finally, knowing our identity re-
veals our deeper purpose. The greater end of our identity, and therefore our actions 
as  
Christians, is the glory of God. And there is no greater end than that. 
 Think about the context of these verses with me. Remember that these Christians 
were being persecuted and maligned because of all kinds of rumors floating around 
about them. Peter does not tell them to organize and launch a “truth about Chris-
tians” campaign. He does not tell them to conduct great rallies of self-defense. No – 
Peter tells them simply to remember who they are. To live out who they are. And 
know that those same people who are maligning them will not only see but benefit 
from their faithful acts of godly kindness and grace and glorify God. So may it be 
with us today. v 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 
World Horizons - Southeast Asia 

This unexpected season of COVID19 might have tem-
porarily put my travel plans on hold, but I’m excited 
about how God is working through this season and 
I’m thankful for this special time of preparation God 
has given me. While in the States I’ve been given the 
opportunity to evaluate, talk through and pray about 
my long term goals with my leaders and I’m excited 
for how God is both shaping and confirming clear 
steps towards those ministry opportunities. This sea-
son has given me the opportunity to prepare for my 
time returning to the field with language study. I’m 
continuing my Hindi studies online through the same 
school I attended while in India and I’ve also begun working with language tutors 
to learn Bahasa. Forms of Bahasa are spoken in two of the countries I’m planning 
to visit as possible fields for future ministry and I’m excited to be learning the lan-
guage now for better connections when I arrive. I’ve also been able to set up online 
meetings for prayer and encouragement with some of the teams I will be visiting 
once I’m able to travel. I’m thankful for being able to establish better relationships 
with my teammates in different fields and for the opportunity to continue my Hindi 
studies as well as begin learning Bahasa and I know that God is faithful and He’s 
continuing to guide my steps even in this season of waiting.  

Prayer Points: 

· Please pray for me as I study and work on language learning. Pray that God 
would help me to improve in both Hindi and Bahasa skills quickly and that I will be 
able to retain what I’m learning and find opportunities to practice even while I’m in 
the States.  

· Pray that God will be preparing my heart and the hearts of people I will meet 
once I'm back in Asia. Pray that God will send me people He wants me to meet, 
engage and share about Jesus with both now in this season and when I return to 
Asia.  

· Please pray for my developing next steps to lead into long term ministry. It’s 
been really encouraging to have this season of reflection and see how God has been 
orchestrating each of my steps during the past few years and how He’s using experi-
ences I’ve had and lessons I’ve learned along the way to develop His plans for my 
future. Pray for me as I continue to get to know teammates better and meet with 
my leaders and pursue new things God is putting on my heart in this season so that 
I can be better equipped for long term ministry in whichever country God leads me 
into in His perfect timing. 
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Bible Reading Schedule  
May 2020 

1 Timothy 

 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Morning Worship: Meeting and Live stream 
on YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m. 

 
Monday - Friday 

Feeding on the Word: Daily 15-minute  
   online lunchtime devotionals 12:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on 
   YouTube and Facebook 7:00 p.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 
Great indeed, we confess,  
is the mystery of godliness: 
He was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated by the Spirit, 
seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, 
believed on in the world, 
taken up in glory. 
 

1 Timothy 3:16, ESV 

C hristianity is not only intellec-
tual….Christianity is being born 
again on the basis of the finished 

work of Christ, His substitutionary death 
in real      history. Christianity is the real-
ity of communion with God in the pre-
sent life; it is the understanding that 
there is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; 
it is the understanding that there is the 
moment-by-moment empowering of the 
Holy Spirit. Christianity is the under-
standing that the fruit of the Spirit is 
“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance.” It is the       understanding that 
the fruit of the Spirit is meant to mean 
something real to all Christians. It is 
understanding that prayer is real and not 
just a devotional exercise. God means 
for us to affirm life and not negate life. 
May God show us the living balance 
and help us to live, by His grace, in that 
balance. 

Francis Schaeffer  
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For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

Extra Notes: 


