M ay 10, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Church Services
We are slowly phasing back into our Sunday morning service while continuing to
maintain social distancing. Bulletins are available in the basket in the foyer. There
is also a box in the foyer and at the front into which you can place your offering
before or after the service. We will continue the live streaming also.
Here is our live stream schedule:
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday “Feeding on the Word,” 12:00 p.m.
Links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on our website:
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream
Please refrain from congregating in the center aisle as you arrive. This is an exciting
time, and we want to facilitate good fellowship, but we also want to be mindful of
those who are coming to church because they are trusting us to be good stewards of
their health. To that point, as you are dismissed by row to leave, please make sure
not to congregate around the main exit which may prevent those who want to leave
promptly from doing so without walking through a crowd. If you would like to engage in conversation, please do so away from the main exit.

Elders’ and Deacons’ Meetings
Deacons will meet on May 12.

Graduates!
Please be sure we know that you are graduating from high school or college! We
want to recognize and honor this great achievement. Contact Dawn in the office:
offce@fabchurch.com.

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tim Wade

Assoc. Pastor/
Youth
912-231-7199
tim@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Elder
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com

May 10, 2020
10:30 a.m.
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Psalm 34:1-3
Hymn #449, bulletin p. 4
“To God Be the Glory”

Prayer of General Confession
Isaiah 1:18

Hymn #10, bulletin p. 5

“O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Scripture Reading
1 Corinthians 10:14-31
Tim Wade
Hymn, bulletin p. 6
“Jude Doxology”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Killing Desire
1 Corinthians 10:1-11, 1 Corinthians #53

Hymn, below
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
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A . M. No te s
Killing Desire
1 Corinthians #53
1 Corinthians 10:1-11
The message of Christianity is that Jesus died for sinners.

The message of moralism is law and bondage and condemnation. Unless you
change, you are going to hell. This is not the Gospel

Some believe they are initially saved by believing the Gospel, but they must then
work at the law to stay saved or to grow as a Christian.

If we are growing in our dependence upon Christ then these other things, these
steps to overcome sinful behaviors and attitudes will be mostly successful. Apart
from this foundational understanding of our relationship and dependence upon
Christ this becomes a form of legalism.

Colossians 3:5

Simply living rightly does not kill desire.
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Jude Doxology
Cam Huxford

Remember, Jesus brought you out of Egypt.
Remember, He has sought you as His people.
Remember, He has saved you from your sin.
Remember, remember Him.
Remember, Jesus brought you through the Red Sea.
Remember, mighty miracles that you have seen.
Remember, you were slaves and now are free.
Remember, that He is king.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore!
Remember, Jesus reigns above the heavens.
He’s coming, He is coming with his kingdom.
Do not forget, He is seated on the throne.
Remember what He has done.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore. Amen
5

Articles
Moralism is Not the Gospel
(But Many Christians Think It Is)
By Al Mohler

One of the most amazing statements by the Apostle Paul is his indictment of the
Galatian Christians for abandoning the Gospel. “I am amazed that you are so quickly
deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel,” Paul declared.
As he stated so emphatically, the Galatians had failed in the crucial test of discerning the authentic Gospel from its counterfeits.
His words could not be more clear: “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should
preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we
have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what
you have received, he is to be accursed!” [Gal. 1:6-7]
This warning from the Apostle Paul, expressed in the language of the Apostle’s
shock and grief, is addressed not only to the church in Galatia, but to every congregation in every age. In our own day—and in our own churches—we desperately
need to hear and to heed this warning. In our own time, we face false gospels no
less subversive and seductive than those encountered and embraced by the Galatians.
In our own context, one of the most seductive false gospels is moralism. This
false gospel can take many forms and can emerge from any number of political and
cultural impulses. Nevertheless, the basic structure of moralism comes down to
this—the belief that the Gospel can be reduced to improvements in behavior.
Far too many believers and their churches succumb to the logic of moralism and
reduce the Gospel to a message of moral improvement. In other words, we communicate to lost persons the message that what God desires for them and demands of
them is to get their lives straight.
In one sense, we are born to be moralists. Created in God’s image, we have been
given the moral capacity of conscience. From our earliest days our conscience cries
out to us the knowledge of our guilt, shortcomings, and misbehaviors. In other
words, our conscience communicates our sinfulness.
Add to this the fact that the process of parenting and child rearing tends to inculcate moralism from our earliest years. Very quickly we learn that our parents are
concerned with our behavior. Well behaved children are rewarded with parental
approval, while misbehavior brings parental sanction. This message is reinforced by
other authorities in young lives and pervades the culture at large.
The child who is “raised right” pleases his parents and other adults by adhering to
moral conventions and social etiquette. A young person who is “raised right”
emerges as an adult who obeys the laws, respects his neighbors, gives at least lip
service to religious expectations, and stays away from scandal. The point is clear—
this is what parents expect, the culture affirms, and many churches celebrate.
But our communities are filled with people who have been “raised right” but are
headed for hell.
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Moralists can be categorized as both liberal and conservative. In each case, a specific set of moral concerns frames the moral expectation. As a generalization, it is
often true that liberals focus on a set of moral expectations related to social ethics
while conservatives tend to focus on personal ethics. The essence of moralism is
apparent in both—the belief that we can achieve righteousness by means of proper
behavior.
The theological temptation of moralism is one many Christians and churches find
it difficult to resist. The danger is that the church will communicate by both direct
and indirect means that what God expects of fallen humanity is moral improvement. In so doing, the church subverts the Gospel and communicates a false gospel
to a fallen world.
Christ’s Church has no option but to teach the Word of God, and the Bible faithfully reveals the law of God and a comprehensive moral code. Christians understand that God has revealed Himself throughout creation in such a way that He has
gifted all humanity with the restraining power of the law. Furthermore, He has spoken to us in His word with the gift of specific commands and comprehensive moral
instruction. The restraining power of the law is essential to human community and
to civilization.
Just as parents rightly teach their children to obey moral instruction, the church
also bears responsibility to teach its own the moral commands of God and to bear
witness to the larger society of what God has declared to be right and good for His
human creatures.
But these impulses, right and necessary as they are, are not the Gospel. The moralist impulse in the church reduces the Bible to a codebook for human behavior and
substitutes moral instruction for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Far too many evangelical pulpits are given over to moralistic messages rather than the preaching of the
Gospel.
The corrective to moralism comes directly from the Apostle Paul when he insists
that “a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus.” Salvation comes to those who are “justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the
Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” [Gal. 2:16]
We sin against Christ and we misrepresent the Gospel when we suggest to sinners
that what God demands of them is moral improvement in accordance with the
Law. Moralism makes sense to sinners, for it is but an expansion of what we have
been taught from our earliest days. But moralism is not the Gospel, and it will not
save. The only gospel that saves is the Gospel of Christ. As Paul reminded the Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons.” [Gal. 4:4-5]
We are justified by faith alone, saved by grace alone, and redeemed from our sin
by Christ alone. Moralism produces sinners who are (potentially) better behaved.
The Gospel of Christ transforms sinners into the adopted sons and daughters of
God.
The Church must never evade, accommodate, revise, or hide the law of God.
Indeed, it is the Law that shows us our sin and makes clear our inadequacy and our
total lack of righteousness.
The deadly danger of moralism has been a constant temptation to the church and
an ever-convenient substitute for the Gospel. Clearly, millions of our neighbors believe that moralism is our message. Nothing less than the boldest preaching of the 7

Gospel will suffice to correct this impression and to lead sinners to salvation in
Christ.
Hell will be highly populated with those who were “raised right.” The citizens
of heaven will be those who, by the sheer grace and mercy of God, are there solely
because of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Moralism is not the gospel. v

The Fear of Death and God's Grip
by Jim Elliff
The Coronavirus itself may have turned out to be more frightful in the projection
than the reality of it - unless you or someone you love died from it. Like all things
that bring us fear, there is truth behind that fear. The truth that choked us is that
all of us will die (unless escaping at the coming of Christ). It is only a matter of
time. We're sure, as well, that our lives could end in an unexpected way. And, beyond this, most of mankind fears what is beyond death, a just judgment for their
actions and thoughts. So, when the artist inserts an unknown intruder virus on the
canvas where such dark knowledge is already broad-washed as its background, fear
is the result.
The aftershocks of the virus have created further fears of immense earth-side troubles throughout our world. The unknown virus will likely topple the economies of
many nations, some of which were remarkably efficient and, from appearances,
stable. Like the pretentious banker, they were well-creased in the front, but threadbare in the rear. This virus has exposed the pretense of wealth sitting upon debt.
With businesses closing and governments bankrupt, we could see a broad expanse
of poverty and joblessness, bold socialistic actions from which we will not soon be
liberated, and prevailing discouragement as people try to push themselves upward
with no sound footing beneath. It may bring suicides.
Or, these things may not happen.
Fear is the emotional reaction to a person's ideation of destruction, loss and pain
anticipated and imaginated [yes, that's a word]. There is truth concerning ultimate
death, pain and judgment at its roots.
Christians are subject to viruses and failing economies as well. It's true that we
live in the world. But we are not of the world. We are called by God whom we
serve to embrace ultimate truths, not fear them, for Christ has done something
remarkable for us. There are many such truths for believers, both related to this
world & the next. We can let our emotion & mind fully wrap around those truths,
& by doing so, not fear, but rise above those fears binding the hearts of unbelievers.
As we know, the truths concerning the believer's end are not designed to be fearproducing. The writer of Hebrews said that Christ became man and died so that "he
might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives" (2:15).
Examine the chapters & context of the verses supplied. We could think of these
as five fingers of God gripping the true believer to keep him secure. It will give you
stability even if the world around us morphs into something we have not seen before in our lifetime.
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Again keep these things in mind:
We are kept by the PROMISE of God. "All that the Father gives me will come to me,
and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do
my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the
will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal
life, and I will raise him up on the last day."-John 6:37-40
We are kept by the POWER of God. "I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one."-John 10:28-30
We are kept by the PASSION of God. "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord."-Romans 8:38-39
We are kept by the PRIESTHOOD of God. "The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for
them."-Hebrews 7:23-25
We are kept by the PRESENCE of God. "In him you also, when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, & believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of
his glory."-Ephesians 1:13-14 v

Planning the Summer?
Tentative dates to know:
Children’s Music Camp
Wednesdays, July 1 (NEW DATE)—August 5
Vacation Bible School: Mystery Island
D3 Camp
Children’s Camp

June 22—26
June 29—July 2
July 20—23
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Missionary of the Week
Wilfred & Carol Matham
ICBM - Ansfrere, South Africa
Wilfred and Carol Matham are serving as teachers and servants to the students at the International College of Bible and Missions (ICBM) in
Ansfrere, South Africa. Marital counseling is
also a big part of Wilfred and Carol’s ministry.
They are active in the Bosmont Evangelical Bible
Church. The Mathams also take the students at
ICBM on mission trips throughout the year.
Contact Wilfred or Carol at mathamwilfred@gmail.com.
These prayer requests were sent this past week:
1. For safety and good health during Stage 4 Lockdown in South Africa.
2. Thanksgiving that we are able to use the “stay home” rule for times of
prayer and Bible reading plus 2 other books by Lutzer and Norm Geisler.
3. Wilfred has had several opportunities to preach the Word via internet.
4. We await a delayed response from the government to the Bible College
application for reaccreditation. Pray that this will be favourable.
5. Pray for College students studying online.
6. Pray for Wilfred who serves as Pastor to Pastors in our denomination. He
seeks to encourage pastors and to raise funds for the needy ones affected by
Covid-19.
Thank you for standing with us.

Wilfred and Carol
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Bible Reading Schedule

This Week at FABC

May 2020

Today
Morning Worship: Meeting and Live stream
on YouTube and Facebook
10:30 a.m.

1 Timothy

Monday - Friday
Feeding on the Word: Daily 15-minute
online lunchtime devotionals 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on
YouTube and Facebook
7:00 p.m.

T

he biblical story can be told as a
reflection on two Greek words:
kyriotes and autonomia. The first
means ‘lordship’ and refers to
God’s right to rule; the second means
‘living by one’s own laws’ and describes
man’s effort to live independently of
God. From Genesis to Revelation, the
story of the Bible is one of God’s assertion of his lordship – his ‘right to rule’ –
over all the universe but more specifically over human beings, and of humans’ counter-assertion of their right to
live apart from God’s rule. Genesis 3:1-7
describes humankind’s decisive rejection
of God’s right to rule and thus the initial
expression of human autonomy, while
the rest of the Bible describes the disastrous consequences of that action and
God’s program of redemption to bring
humans back under his acknowledged
rule, forgiven and willingly submitting
to him.
Terry Chrisope, Professor of History at Missouri Baptist University
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Memorize:
Great indeed, we confess,
is the mystery of godliness:
He was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

#

1 Timothy 3:16, ESV
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Extra Notes:

Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:

355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any
of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or
downloading from
www.fabchurch.com/sermons
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these
devices.
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