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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Church Activities Suspended  
As of now, all church activities are suspended through April 29. We will 
revise our schedule as effects of the COVID-19 recommendations progress. 
Please call the church if you have any pressing needs. Here is our live 
stream schedule:  
 
Sunday Morning Worship, 10:30 a.m.  
Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.  
Monday - Friday “Feeding on the Word,” 12:00 p.m.  
Links to both FaceBook and YouTube can be found on our website:  
www.fabchurch.com/live-stream 
 
Secret Church 
David Platt and Radical committed to proceeding with the simulcast, al-
though not with a live audience. They gave subscribed churches permission 
to share login information with interested members so they can stream the 
simulcast from their own homes. This event took place last Friday, April 
24, but you have permission to access the program through June 30. We 
have plenty of Secret Church notebooks for you to use. 
 If you would like to stream Secret Church, please email 
tim@fabchurch.com, and he will reply to you with login information and 
instructions. You can also swing by the church and pick up a copy of the 
workbooks for you and your family. Here is a link to the website for more 
information about Secret Church: https://secretchurch.radical.net/ 

Apri l  26, 2020  

FABC Elders 
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April  26, 2020 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Acts 4:11-12 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 4 
“In Christ Alone” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tim Wade 
Colossians 3:1-4 

 

Hymn #209, bulletin p. 5 
“Grace Greater than Our Sin” 

 

Scripture Reading 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

Tim Wade 
 
 

Hymn #432, bulletin p. 6 
“Rescue the Perishing” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Disqualified 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27, 1 Corinthians #51 

 

Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 
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A .M. Notes  

Disqualified 
1 Corinthians #51 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27  
 
 
It mattered to Paul and it should matter to us  
 
 
Disqualified-is literally castaway = the root word means to be tested, found trustwor-
thy through battle, one who is reliable etc. Here the word is the opposite-
unapproved, unworthy, spurious, worthless.  
 
 
 
 
“There is such a thing as a man who is wise and teaches many and yet is unprofit-
able to himself” (Sirach 37:19).  
 
 
 
 
1 Timothy 4:7-8 & 2 Timothy 2:5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now notice this, the application is both individual and corporate:  
 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 1:27 & 4:3  
Romans 15:30  
 
 
 
 
 
For those who have failed and/or stumbled along the way - Phil 3:13-14 
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Articles 
Apostasy and Pastoral Preparation for the Conflict 
Ahead 
By Denny Burk 
 
 David French has an insightful column analyzing the apostasy of yet another 
Christian celebrity. French writes: 
 

As our culture changes, secularizes, and grows less tolerant of Christian ortho-
doxy, I’m noticing a pattern in many of the people who fall away: They’re re-
treating from faith not because they’re ignorant of its key tenets and lack the nec-
essary intellectual, theological depth but rather because the adversity of adherence 
to increasingly countercultural doctrine grows too great. 

 
 Put another way, the failure of the church isn’t so much of catechesis but of forti-
fication — of building the pure moral courage and resolve to live your faith in the 
face of cultural headwinds. 
 French is certainly correct that people are falling away in large part due to a fail-
ure of moral courage. There is no question about that. Nevertheless, I would take 
exception with one part of his analysis. When it comes to “catechesis” versus 
“fortification,” it’s actually not an either/or but a both/and. There are lots of 
churches failing at catechesis, and there are lots that are failing at preparing people 
for the cost of discipleship. Both of these things are happening all at once all across 
evangelicalism. 
 I think the coming conflict, however, is going to weed out such churches. In other 
words, evangelical churches and ministries that are awash in pragmatism and self-
help pablum are not going maintain their strength when people have to make a 
choice between following Christ and keeping their job or their friends. The squeeze 
on cultural Christianity is already underway, and those congregations will dwindle. 
The children in those congregations will leave the church in droves. This is already 
happening. 
 Bottom line: The churches that are actually handing-on the faith (catechesis) and 
that actually have a disciplined congregation (fortification in moral courage) are the 
ones that are going to fare the best in the days ahead. The rest will eventually fall to 
the side. There is one part of French’s column that really rings true and that I hope 
every pastor pays attention to: 
 In my travels around the country, one thing has become crystal clear to me. 
Christians are not prepared for the social consequences of the profound cultural 
shifts — especially in more secular parts of the nation. They’re afraid to say what 
they believe, not because they face the kind of persecution that Christians face 
overseas but because they’re simply not prepared for any meaningful adverse 
consequences in their careers or with their peers. 
 I have been thinking about this a lot lately because Christianity is fast becoming 
disfavored in our nation. We really do face a conflict in days ahead. Many Chris-
tians still mistakenly believe that electing the right politicians will somehow 
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save them from the cost of discipleship. But it is becoming clearer every day that 
such will not be the case. The presidency of Donald Trump may have brought a 
welcome respite from some of the more radical forms of legal marginalization (e.g. 
Equality Act, Left-leaning Supreme Court). But is there any real evidence that this 
is anything more than a respite? I don’t think so. 
 Elizabeth Bruenig is a left-leaning journalist for The Washington Post. In a thought-
ful piece she recognizes that the conflict is coming. She writes: 
 

Overall, American culture is hardly trending toward adherence to evangelical 
beliefs, with approval of same-sex marriage steadily rising among all religious 
groups (even evangelicals), religious affiliation quickly dropping, and support for 
legal abortion lingering at all-time highs. Jeffress is hardly alone in believing that 
evangelicals need some sort of special accommodations from a society that does-
n’t share their values and that they feel persecuted by; according to a Pew Re-
search Center survey released this year, roughly 50 percent of Americans believe 
evangelicals face some or a lot of discrimination, including about a third of De-
mocrat-leaning respondents. 

 
 And the situation is only going to become more dire in days ahead. If trend lines 
continue, the Equality Act will become the law of the land within the next decade. 
When that happens, federal law will regard ancient Christian doctrine (common 
to all branches of Christianity) as the equivalent of racism. In other words, it is 
conceivable that the not-too-distant future will include state-sponsored punishments 
for Christians who follow their Christian conscience. The ground is moving be-
neath our feet. 
 Pastors, are your people prepared for this? That is the great question before us. 
Are they prepared to lose their jobs for Christ? Are they prepared to be considered 
social pariahs for Christ? Are they willing to risk their retirement for Christ? Are 
you ready for this? If you haven’t begun to think in these terms, it is past time to do 
so. The stakes are high, and we need to catechize and prepare ourselves for difficult 
times ahead. 
 All of this calls to mind Paul’s words to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20 where 
Paul gives pastors a bit of advice about how to shepherd God’s people in the midst 
of such conflict. Paul writes: 
 

17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. 18 And 
when they had come to him, he said to them, “You yourselves know, from the first day that 
I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, 19 serving the Lord with all humility 
and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I 
did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you pub-
licly and from house to house, 21 solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance 
toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, bound in spirit, I am 
on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy 
Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. 24 
But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my 
course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the 
gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went 
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Planning the Summer? 
Tentative dates to know: 

Children’s Music Camp 
 Wednesdays, July 1 (NEW DATE)—August 5 

 
Vacation Bible School: Mystery Island June 22—26 

 
D3 Camp June 28—July 3 
 
Children’s Camp July 20—23 

about preaching the kingdom, will see my face no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this 
day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I did not shrink from declaring to 
you the whole purpose of God. 28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.” –Acts 20:17-28 

 
 Notice Paul’s pattern of ministry. He preaches the whole counsel of God 
(catechesis), and he suffers the consequences from public authorities while doing so 
(preparation in moral courage). Paul shepherds and prepares God’s people by 
teaching and by suffering. We are called to nothing less. v 

T he Bible is God’s book, it is a revelation of God, and our thinking must al-
ways start with God. Much of the trouble in the church today is due to the 
fact that we are so subjective, so interested in ourselves, so egocentric . . . 

Having forgotten God, and having become so interested in ourselves, we become 
miserable and wretched, and spend our time in “shallows and in miseries.” The 
message of the Bible from beginning to end is designed to bring us back to God, to 
humble us before God, and to enable us to see our true relationship to Him. That is 
the great theme of this Epistle; it holds us face to face with God, and what God is, 
and what God has done; it emphasizes throughout the glory and greatness of 
God—God the Eternal One, God the everlasting, God over all—and the indescrib-
able glory of God. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Carlos & Sandy Rios 
TEAM - Guadalajara, Mexico 

Carlos and Sandy labor in Mexico, and some 
changes have come in their church. Lord willing, 
they will be here at FABC in December. Here are 
exerpts from their March 20, 2020 letter: 
 
Here are the NEW things the Lord has done for us:  
A NEW meeting place,  
A NEW congregation and  
A NEW name: “Comunidad Bíblica Rios de Agua 
Viva” (Rivers of Living Water Community Bible 
Church). The merge is complete and after a week of a marathon move of the 
church belongings, we celebrated our first service in our NEW meeting place 
March 1st!  
 
Heart Joys  
♥ Our merger is now complete on the physical level. God has given us a new meet-
ing place, a new congregation and a new name – “Rivers of Living Water Commu-
nity Bible Church”! There are 11 people joining us from the mother church. We are 
thanking the Lord for this new start in a more spacious and newer building.  
♥ The privilege of sharing our ministry at the Global Missions Conference at Cedar 
Springs Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, TN (March 3-8) in a number of different 
gatherings. It was encouraging to hear what God is doing around the world, recon-
nect with prayer partners and make new ones as well! Praise the Lord for safety in 
travel.  
♥ The joy of visiting our daughter, Ana, and her family in Dallas. How precious to 
spend time making memories and loving on our grandchildren. Not sure we should 
visit them any more…every time we go there is a major health crisis…a year ago it 
was appendicitis for Sandy, last winter a cancer scare for Sandy and this time 
COVID-19!   
 
Heart Concerns  
♥ PRAY for the harder part of the merger…beyond being together physically, 
PRAY that the Lord knits our hearts together in unity of purpose – being and build-
ing the body of Christ. We are focusing on PRAYING this month, seeking the 
Lord’s guidance on how to reach others for Christ in our new location.  
♥ PRAY that everyone in our church family will feel cared for during the Corona 
Virus crisis and we will be able to continue ministering via technology and social 
media.  
♥ PRAY for our families during the time of Corona Virus: Carlos’ 5 sisters and 
families in Aruba, Carlos’ mom and brother and family in Colombia. The borders 
of both of these countries have been closed. Carlos’ mom recently had a pacemaker 
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Bible Reading Schedule  
April 2020 

Philippians 

 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Morning Worship: Live stream only on  
   YouTube and Facebook 10:30 a.m. 

 
Monday - Friday 

Feeding on the Word: Daily 15-minute  
   lunchtime devotionals 12:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study: Live stream only on 
   YouTube and Facebook 7:00 p.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

Memorize: 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice.  
Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone.  
The Lord is at hand;  
6 do not be anxious about  
anything,  
but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made 
known to God.  
7 And the peace of God,  
which surpasses all  
understanding,  
will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  
 

Philippians 4:4-7, ESV  

put in and Sandy’s dad has shingles. 
Also remember our daughters, Ana and 
Mark and their 4 children in Dallas, 
Texas, and Raquel and Nathanael in 
Columbia, SC.  
♥ Corona Virus Crisis: PRAY for: (1) 
Those in our country and around the 
world who have been affected by the 
virus. (2) That the global spread of the 
virus would be minimized (3) Wisdom 
and health for public health and govern-
ment officials, caregivers and medical 
professionals. (4) The sick and the 
scared. + PRAY that we Christians will 
respond with wisdom and grace and 
show love to our neighbors by obeying 
our authorities. + PRAY that through 
this crisis many will come to know the 
Lord and that believers will have the 
opportunity to share with many others 
the hope and peace we have in Christ. + 
PRAY for the economic impact that will 
be felt around the world.  
♥ PRAY for preparations for our upcom-
ing Home Assignment from September 
2020 to mid-January 2021. PRAY for a 
car to use in NJ from September 8th un-
til September 25th. From the 25th on we 
will be able to use a rental vehicle from 
Righteous Rides for the rest of Home 
Assignment. (a ministry that rents cars to 
missionaries on Home Assignment).  
 

Carlos & Sandy Rios 
In May, read 1 Timothy each day! 
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For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have listening aid devices available. Ask any of 
the ushers, or the technician in the sound booth, if you are in need of one of these 
devices. 

If you have any questions concerning the message from today, or are  
interested in obtaining information about church membership, please see any 

of the pastors after the service, drop a note in the offering plate indicating 
your desire to talk with a pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 

Extra Notes: 


