J anuar y 12, 2020

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue  Savannah, Georgia 31406
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Wednesday Night
Supper this Wednesday, January 15, is Chicken Parmesan. Sign up in the hall!

Deacons’ Ordination
Our new deacons will be ordained tonight, January 12, during evening worship.
Those being ordained are Lance Ficek, Michael Kleinpeter, and Cole Morris.

Joy Class
Tuesday, January 14, 9:00 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall. All women invited!

Deacons’ Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

Senior Adult Bible Study
Thursday, January 16, 10:00 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall.

Quarterly Congregational Meeting
Our regular quarterly meeting is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, January 19. The
exact time will be announced.

Youth Service Day
Tim Wade has scheduled a Youth Service Day for Monday, January 20. Details to
come!

Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, January 23, 6:30 p.m., at the Sheffields’.

Youth Gym Night
Saturday, February 1, 6:30 p.m.

Elders’ Meeting
Tuesday, February 4, 7:00 p.m. Please respond to any email you receive asking for
prayer requests. These prayer needs are only shared among the elders.
Cont. on p. 5

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tim Wade

Assoc. Pastor/
Youth
912-231-7199
tim@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Elder
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com

Januar y 12, 2020
10:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Opening Chorus & Greeting
“There Is a Redeemer”

“The Church’s One Foundation”

* Hymn #186

Words are on the back of the bulletin

* Call to Worship
Psalm 18:46
Pew Bible p. 456

* Hymn #126

Prayer
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
Hymn #416

“Rock of Ages”

“So Send I You”

Prayer of General Confession
Steve Posner

“Rise Up, O Men of God!”

Psalm 103:10-12
Pew Bible p. 502

* Hymn #290
“Be Still My Soul”

Hymn #380
Message
Tim Wade

Set Aside for Service
Acts 6:1-7
Pew Bible p. 914

Scripture Reading
Exodus 36:1-7

Deacon Ordination

Dean McCraw

* Hymn, bulletin p. 8-9

Pew Bible p. 76

Receiving of Tithes and
Offerings

“Benediction”

* Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7
“He Will Hold Me Fast”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Understanding the Bigger Issue
1 Corinthians 8:4-10, 1 Corinthians #42
Pew Bible p. 956

* Hymn, to right
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune
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* All those who are able, please stand.

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

A . M. No te s
Understanding the Bigger Issue
1 Corinthians #42
1 Corinthians 8:4-10
2 Peter 1:4 & Hebrews 10:10
The vast majority of Bible passages that use the term “sanctification” refer to the
present status of believers.
David Peterson: The call of Scripture is to live out the practical implications of our
sanctification by pursuing holiness as a lifestyle. We are to do this by looking back
to the cross and forward to the resurrection

I’m just glad they’re going to church!
Hebrews 10:14 & Hebrews 12:15

Pleading the blood
Deuteronomy 7:17-23

We are sanctified through a relationship with Christ and His ordained means.
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P. M. No te s
Set Aside for Service
Acts 6:1-7
The office of deacon is:
A. Necessary

B. Limited

C. For the qualified and called

D. Effective
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Continued from p. 1

Oyster Roasts
Our annual Oyster Roasts are coming up on Thursday and Friday, February 6 and
7. The men’s is Thursday, and churchwide is Friday. Start thinking about people to
invite! Signup sheets will be up soon.

Sacred Harp Shape Note Singing
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will have their monthly singing in the piano side
overflow room on Saturday, February 8, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come and give it
a go! Loaner books are available.

Panera Bread
We need a volunteer to pick up the pastries and bread on the second Thursday of
each month. Let us know if you would like to help!

Richie Mills wishes to convey his gratitude for
all the love shown through cards, prayers, and
other actions after the death of his mother,
Janice Thrift. He truly appreciates the support
of his church family!

U

npopular but necessary thought: If you are blessed to have a good, faithful
minister of the word he has spent a good deal of time this week preparing
to minister that word to you this coming Lord’s Day. So here’s a question
for anyone who professes to take their faith seriously: what preparations are you
making to be ready to be ministered to? Or is Sunday worship just an afterthought,
the thing that takes up Sunday but that really is not a focus at all of your attention?
Will you be tired from all the “fun” you have on Saturday? Will you be bleary eyed
and fuzzy brained from too little sleep? Mind taken up with the movie you saw? No
Word having been read, no prayer engaged in? Well, God, being so gracious, often
blesses us despite all of that, but oh, how different it would be if we prepared! What
a blessing it would be for your pastor if you arrived for services prepared and expectant, with an obedient heart and a ready mind! And how much your own soul
needs that time after a week of warfare with the world! Just some thoughts as we
head toward the Lord’s Day.
Dr. James White

Old Savannah City Mission Ongoing Teaching Ministry
Reggie Brown:
Bobby DeLoach:
Tom Keller:

Mondays, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Tuesdays, 7:00 to 8:00 a.m.
Fridays, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
1st Saturday each month, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.,
serves lunch. Next date is February 1

Pray for these men and ask how you can help!
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He Will Hold Me Fast
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F

ood for thought: Ever think that there are some drawbacks to the immense
freedom we have here in America? Here is one to ponder: so much freedom
can increase our loneliness because we no longer have to stay in one place and
“do life” with people who are also staying in this place; therefore we don’t make
commitments. Why commit if we don’t have to? Why risk getting stuck in undesirable circumstances …
Barry Cooper comments:
“The god of open options is a cruel and vindictive god. He will break your heart.
He will not let anyone get too close. But at the same time, because he is so spiteful,
he will not let anyone get too far away because that would mean they are no longer
an option. On and on it continues, exhausting, frustrating, confusing and endless,
pulling towards and then pushing away, like the tide on a beach, never finally committing one way or the other. We have been like the starving man sitting in front of
an all-you-can-eat buffet, dying simply because he would not choose between the
shrimp and the chicken. The god of open options is also a liar. He promises you
that by keeping your options open, you can have everything and everyone. But in
the end, you get nothing and no one.”

S

elf-knowledge is both a simple gift and a hard-won achievement. It’s very difficult to see our motives and even harder to see them for what they are. Though
this is generally true it is particularly true when we get angry. Part of the problem comes because our anger feels so “righteous”—bad anger is very self-righteous.
Our passionate desire to think well of ourselves, to assert and defend ourselves continually, gets in the way of seeing and facing our motives. This is where we must
ask ourselves searching questions so we can uncover expectations that underlie our
anger. The right questions will reveal our heart—what we crave, what we trust,
what we hate, and what we love. Often our anger not only says we are going astray
but who it is that is the center of our universe.
David Powlison, Good & Angry
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Articles
Iranian Official: Mass Conversions ‘are Happening
Right Under our Eyes’
By Linda Lowry
As persecution against Christians intensifies in Iran, the church is standing
strong. In fact, it’s growing! In this Middle Eastern country where both conversion
from Islam and sharing your faith are illegal, Muslims are rapidly coming to
Christ—so rapidly that Iran’s government leaders are acknowledging the exponential growth of the church.
Addressing a gathering of Shia Muslim leaders, Iran’s Intelligence Minister, Mahmoud Alavi, openly admitted to summoning Christian converts for questioning,
saying that mass conversions “are happening right under our eyes.”
Alavi admitted his agency is collaborating with Muslim religious seminaries to
combat the perceived threat of mass conversions to Christianity across the country.
In his speech, Alavi also admitted that “these converts are ordinary people, whose
jobs are selling sandwiches or similar things.” According to Article 18’s Advocacy
Director Mansour Borji, this admission represents a “huge shift” away from Iran’s
usual rhetoric that converts are agents of the West who have undergone significant
training to undermine national security.
“It is also interesting to see the intelligence minister admit to ‘whole families’
converting,” Borji said, noting that this is “an admission that such conversions are
far from a rare event; rather they are happening en masse, and across the country.”
Alavi’s recent observations (May 2019) echo those of church leaders in Iran—as
well as other Iranian government officials. Reportedly, Islamic clerics are expressing serious concern about many young people converting to Christianity. One Islamic seminary leader, Ayatollah Alavi Boroujerdi, remarked that “accurate reports indicate the youth are becoming Christians in Qom and attending house
churches.” The seventh-largest city in Iran, Qom is the country’s epicenter for
Islamic studies.
Compared to roughly 500 known Christians in 1979, there are now approximately 500,000 (some sources say up to 1 million secret believers). According to
Elam Ministries, an organization founded in 1990 by Iranian church leaders, more
Iranians have become Christians in the last 20 years than in the previous 13 centuries put together since Islam came to Iran.
What’s driving the exponential growth?
Ministries and experts say the explosive growth of Christianity in Iran has been
driven by the almost palpable spiritual hunger and disillusionment with the Islamic regime and the faithfulness of believers who risk it all to share their Good
News in the face of inevitable persecution.
Violence in the name of Islam has caused widespread disillusionment with the
regime and has led many Iranians to question their beliefs. Multiple reports indicate
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that even children of political and spiritual leaders are leaving Islam for Christianity. Because Farsi-speaking services are not allowed, most converts gather in informal house-church meetings or receive information on Christianity via media, such
as satellite TV and websites. The illegal house-church movement—including thousands of Christians—continues to grow in size and impact as God works through
transformed lives.
Church leaders in Iran believe that millions can be added to the church in the
next few years.
“If we remain faithful to our calling, our conviction is that it is possible to see the
nation transformed within our lifetime,” one house church leader shared. “Because
Iran is a strategic gateway nation, the growing church in Iran will impact Muslim
nations across the Islamic world.”
And like the church of Acts shows us, the persecution that believers suffered as a
group of committed disciples—inspired and ignited by the Holy Spirit—became a
catalyst for the multiplication of believers and churches. When persecution came,
they didn’t scatter but remained in the city where it was most strategic and most
dangerous. They were arrested, shamed and beaten for their message. Still, they
stayed to lay the foundations for an earth-shaking movement.
So it is in Iran. When the Iranian revolution of 1979 established a hardline Islamic regime, the next two decades ushered in a wave of persecution that continues
today. All missionaries were kicked out, evangelism was outlawed, Bibles in the
Persian or Farsi language were banned, and several pastors were killed. Many
feared the small, fledgling Iranian church wouldn’t survive. Instead, the church,
fueled by the devotion and passion of disciples, has multiplied exponentially. Iranians have become the Muslim people most open to the gospel in the
Middle East.
Intensifying persecution
As the church in Iran multiplies, persecution follows suit. The crackdown on
house churches continues to intensify, as officials search for and arrest anyone
involved in these typically tiny fellowships. Prison sentences of varying lengths are
inevitable outcomes for anyone who defies Iran’s “no house church” law.
In 2019, at least 37 Christians have been arrested: eight in Bushehr, nine in Rasht,
12 in Amol, two in Ahvaz, and one each in Hamedan, Shiraz and Isfahan. On July
1, in the southwestern city of Bushehr, eight Christian converts, mostly in their 30s,
were arrested, including five members of one family. Seven are still in prison, most
likely in solitary confinement. Their homes were raided and Bibles confiscated, as
well as Christian literature, wooden crosses and pictures with Christian symbols.
Authorities also took laptops, phones, identity cards and bank cards. The officers
are reported to have treated the Christians harshly, even though small children were
present during the arrests.
Also in Bushehr, in April, 16 other converts from Bushehr reportedly lost their
appeals against prison sentences for “propaganda activities against the regime
through the formation of house churches.” Another five converts submitted themselves to the central detention center in Karaj in July 2019 to begin their jail sentences for “propaganda against the state.” Manoto News broadcast footage of the
Christians, four of whom have young children, waving goodbye to their loved ones.
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After their arrests, the five were released in early 2018 after each posted a bail of 30
million tomans(around $7,000).
In March 2019, Milad, Yaghoob, Shahebedin and Alireza were sentenced to four
months in prison. Amin, who has already spent a year in prison for his religious
activities, was given 14 months. Their appeals were rejected last month.
Pray for these believers, recognizing that they represent only a handful of thousands of our brothers and sisters in Iran who have been threatened, arrested or imprisoned for turning to Jesus and following Him.
Writing in a time of great persecution for Christ followers who had lost property,
been thrown into prison, were ostracized from their Jewish community, etc., the
author of Hebrews offers a clear call to prayer for those who are suffering for the
gospel:
“Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering” (Heb. 13:3).
And in Matthew 25:34-36, Jesus is clear that when we enter into the suffering of
others, we are answering His call:
“Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick
and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”
Jesus is strategically building His church and exhorts us to stand with and encourage our brothers and sisters as they live out the gospel. 

Idolatry Begins When Truth about God Is
Exchanged for a Lie, Part 2
By Tim Barnett

An idol is anything that replaces the one, true God, while idolatry is giving worship or devotion to that thing that replaces God. Significantly, this is
the first commandment by God to Israel in the famous Ten Commandments.
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form
of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God….
(Exodus 20:3–5)
This command seems clear enough, but there are many people hearing these
words who wonder how this commandment applies to them. After all, they aren’t
bowing down to carved images.
Consider the warning from A.W. Tozer, “Let us beware lest we in our pride accept the erroneous notion that idolatry consists only in kneeling before visible objects of adoration, and that civilized peoples are therefore free from it.”
Idolatry isn’t limited to pagans bowing down to idols. That’s just one manifestation of idolatry. It often looks much more subtle than that. In fact, there are all
kinds of modern-day idols that attempt to displace God from His rightful place.
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Sports. School. Jobs. Family. Kids. A boyfriend. A girlfriend. Personal pleasure. A
hobby. Our reputation. Our stuff. The list goes on and on.
So, we know what idolatry is. But how does idolatry start? What is the root
cause? Fortunately, we are not left guessing. Paul tells us in his letter to the Christians in Rome.
For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to Him,
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of
their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen. (Rom. 1:21–25)
Long before anyone bows down and worships an idol, Paul tells us that something happens in their mind. Paul says an exchange takes place. People will
“exchange the truth about God for a lie.” They begin to accept a lie about God—a false
idea.
Let me summarize Paul’s words as best as I can: Behind every act of false worship, there is a false idea about God.
Tozer states, “The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God
that are unworthy of Him. It begins in the mind and may be present where no overt
act of worship has taken place.” That’s it exactly. Wrong ideas about God don’t
just lead to idolatry; they are idolatry. And what begins as idolatrous thoughts leads
to idolatrous actions. This is demonstrable from both Scripture and our own lives.

D

eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the
meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the
compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah,
the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of
Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin.
E. Draper

I

f you take away God and the Bible the best one can hope for is expressed by
neuroscientist V.S Ramachandran: “…it never ceases to amaze me that all the
richness of our mental life—all our feelings, our emotions, our thoughts, our
ambitions, our love lives, our religious sentiments and even what each of us regards
as his or her own intimate private self-is simply the activity of these little specks of
jelly in our heads, in our brains. There is nothing else.” Believing and thinking like
this will put one in the deepest, darkest pit in which there is no escape and no hopethis is true emptiness, I thank God I have been spared this view of life.
Bob Dimmitt
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Missionary of the Week
Ray & Marti Williams
TEAM
Ray and Marti minister in leadership with TEAM here in the States. This letter arrived earlier this week:
Happy New Year! In case you have missed it, we took a break for Christmas and New Year so this
is our first letter since 16 December. Hope you were praying anyway?
The Last 3 Weeks:
December 18, Ray had his twice-monthly video call with the Senior Directors and others. It was a
good time as we reviewed the recent Global Leadership meetings and began looking at 2020 to see
where we needed to go.
On the evening of the 18 our daughter, Leanne, came for two weeks! It was great to have her with
us, even if her awesome husband, Tristan, could only join us for 3 days.
Christmas in the states is proving to be a learning experience. After 33 years overseas, with only 3
Christmases in the states, we are out of touch of the rhythms our families have adopted for their celebrations. We are learning and each Christmas since leaving Australia in 2017 has found us adapting
more smoothly to “how things are done over here.”
Christmas Eve was with Ray’s younger sister, her family and the folks she has accumulated over
the years (known as “the Circus”!).
Christmas day we had a full table for the first time since our kids started off to college—altogether
we were 12! Nice to be able to make a sizeable dent in a 21 lb. turkey!
We basically unplugged from Christmas to New Year. We were glad for the break and really needed
some refreshing “down time.” We almost feel ready to get going again.
We had a bit of an “old folk’s” New Year's Eve. We had to have Leanne at the airport by 5:30 am on
New Year's Eve day, so the rest of the day was a bit fuzzy. However, after a bit of a nap after supper,
we both made it to the New Year wide awake!
For the Next Week:
This week Marti has an important call with the leaders of NAAMC (National African-American Missions Conference) to finalize TEAM’s partnership with that event. It will be a great step in TEAM’s
efforts to see genuine diversity in our organization.
Ray starts back up with his usual roster of video calls. Later this evening (Monday) he starts the new
year with a Global Leadership Group call. This call includes our International Director and the seven
other Executive Directors. There is a lot that needs attention in 2020. Later in the week there are individual calls with our International Director and our Senior Directors from the Asia/Pacific region. It will
be good to get connected in this new year.
Thursday Marti will be taking a day of prayer and vision to make sure she is in step with God for this
first quarter of 2020.
Not this coming week, but coming up soon, which means preparation:
Ray will be representing Global Ministry to the Board 23-25 Jan.
We leave for Thailand for and the All-Asia/Pacific Regional Conference on 11 Feb. Marti is presenting two workshops and Ray is helping her with one of them.
18 Feb we fly down to Adelaide to be with our Australia family for a couple of weeks.
At the end of March, we head down to Peru for a joint conference between our TEAM and SAM
missionaries there.
As we look at a new year, we are filled with anticipation of what God will be doing and how our world
might respond. It is exciting and scary all at the same time. Pray hard!
God Bless You All!
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Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

Bible Reading Schedule

Adult
“Job” - Fellowship Hall:
Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
“Lessons from the Upper Room (John 1317)” by Sinclair Ferguson - Youth
House: Steve Posner.

1 John

Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra
Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter/Kamee Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su,
Savannah Martin, Haley Bull
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie
Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary
Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls - Room 208: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, Lauren Wade

January 2020
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Memorize:

Today
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Choir Practice
Evening Worship

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Joy Class

9:00 a.m.

Wednesday
Supper: Chicken Parmesan
Youth & Awana
Prayer & Bible Study

5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study

10:00 a.m.



This Week at FABC

If we confess our
sins,
he is faithful and
just to forgive us
our sins
and to cleanse
us from all
unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9, ESV
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There Is a Redeemer
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own
Son;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One.
Thank you, oh, my Father, for giving us
Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on
earth is done.
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on
earth is done.

If you have any questions concerning
the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information
about church membership, please see
any of the pastors after the service,
drop a note in the offering plate
indicating your desire to talk with a
pastor, or call the church office.



Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

www.fabchurch.com/sermons
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:
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355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.com

Nursery January 12

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Caroline Blanton, Lauren Wade
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker/
Linnea Posner, Aaron Waite
6:00 P.M.
Sona Bailey, Shawn Champion

Nursery January 19
10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Mary Ann Fowler, Cindy Wise
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter/
Mike & Elinor Morris
6:00 P.M.
Janice Donaldson, Ceci Sheffield

Ushers January 12

10:30 A.M.
Bucky Lanier, Jack Moore,
Mike Morris, Danny Roberson
6:00 P.M.
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe

Ushers January 19

10:30 A.M.
Kelly Stanford, John Sumner,
Michael Walker, Billy Waters
6:00 P.M.
Kelly Stanford, John Sumner

Sunday Greeters - January 12
Becky Hendricks, Ceci Sheffield

January Lock-Up Deacons
Lance Ficek, Kelly Stanford

