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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Wednesday Night 
Normal activities resume this Wednesday, January 8. Supper is Beef Stew. Sign up 
in the hall for suppers in January! 
 

Homeless Ministry 
Reggie Brown teaches at the Old Savannah City Mission every Monday from 12:00 
to 1:00 p.m.. Bobby Deloach teaches every Tuesday from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Tom 
Keller teaches every Friday from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m., and on the first Saturday of 
each month, he teaches and serves lunch. If you would like to join any of them in 
ministering, ask how you can help. Prayer support is always welcome. 
 

Joy Class 
Tuesday, January 7, 9:00 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall. All women invited! 
 

Elders’ Meeting 
Tuesday, January 7, 7:00 p.m. If you receive an email from the elders, please let 
them know how they can pray for you! 
 

Senior Adult Bible Study 
Thursday, January 9, 10:00 a.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
Thursday, January 9, 6:30 p.m., at the Sheffields’. 
 

Sacred Harp Shape Note Singing 
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will have their monthly singing in the piano 
side overflow room on Saturday, January 11, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come 
and give it a go! Loaner books are available.  
 

Deacons’ Ordination 
Our new deacons will be ordained Sunday, January 12, during evening worship. 
 

J anuary 5,  2020 
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January 5, 2020 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting 
“There Is a Redeemer”  

Words are on the back of the bulletin 
 

* Call to Worship 
Titus 2:11-14 
Pew Bible p. 998 

 

* Hymn #209 
“Grace Greater than Our Sin” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tom Keller 
Romans 8:28-39 

Pew Bible p. 944-945 
 

Hymn, bulletin p. 5 
“We Come, O Christ, to You” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Exodus 35:20-35 

Pew Bible p. 75-76 

Steve Jackson 
 

Receiving of Tithes and  
Offerings 

 

* Hymn #334 
“Be Thou My Vision” 

 

Message 
Tim Wade 

Where Did God Go? 
Hosea 4:15-5:15, Hosea #7 

Pew Bible pp. 753-754 
 

* Hymn, to right 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 * Hymn #272 
“The Solid Rock” 

 

Prayer 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

Hymn #233 
“Depth of Mercy” 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

 

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“All Glory Be to Christ” 

 

Message 
Tim Wade 

Sure as the Dawn 
Hosea 6:1-5, Hosea #8 

Pew Bible p. 754 
 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 10-11 
“Benediction” 
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A .M. Notes  

Where Did God Go? 
Hosea #7 
Hosea 4:15-5:15 
 
1. The provision of the Lord is removed (4:15-19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The presence of the Lord is withdrawn (5:1-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The punishment of the Lord is poured out (5:8-12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. The patience of the Lord is enduring (5:13-15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two important caveats:  

1. Just because the Lord seems distant, it does not necessarily mean you are 
guilty of great sin.   

 
2. Just because you repent and seek the Lord, it does not necessarily mean 

your circumstances will change immediately.   
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P.M. Notes  

Sure as the Dawn 
Hosea #8 
Hosea 6:1-5  
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Continued from p. 1 

Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, January 14, 7:00 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
Our regular quarterly meeting is scheduled for Sunday afternoon, January 19. The 
exact time will be announced. 
 

Youth Service Day 
Tim Wade has scheduled a Youth Service Day for Monday, January 20. Details to 
come! 

We Come, O Christ, To You 
Tune: Darwall, “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 
  
We come, O Christ, to You, 
True Son of God and man, 
By Whom all things consist, in Whom all life began. 
In You alone  
We live and move and have our being in Your love. 
  
You are the way to God. 
Your blood our ransom paid. 
In You we face our Judge and Maker unafraid. 
Before the throne, 
Absolved we stand, Your love has met Your law’s demand. 
  
You are the living truth; 
All wisdom dwells in You. 
The source of every skill, the one eternal True. 
O great I Am, 
In You we rest, sure answer to our every quest. 
  
You only are true life. 
To know You is to live. 
The more abundant life that earth can never give. 
O risen Lord, 
We live in You; in us each day Your life renew. 
  
We worship You, Lord Christ, 
Our Savior and our King. 
To You our youth and strength adoringly we bring. 
So fill our hearts 
That all may view Your life in us and turn to You! 
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F or we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the au-
thorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 

forces of evil in the heavenly places.  
Ephesians 6:12 

 
The greatest danger every Christian faces is FORGETTING the spiritual war 
they ARE enlisted by God to fight against. 
 
So PRAY for 
 
• an alert mind 
• a vigilant prayer life 
• a courageous faith 
• a love for all God deems as good & a hatred of all that is evil 
• a desire to proclaim the gospel & discernment  to reject false teaching 
• a patient disposition to those who oppose you 
• an eagerness to teach sound doctrine 
• a love for your enemies 
 
Do not be afraid or discouraged. Our God empowers us for the fight! 

 
Copied, source unknown 

E ver since the fall of Man in the Garden there has lurked a suspicion of God in 
the human heart; that God, if there is one, is bound to be against us, forbid-
ding us natural pleasures and repressing us psychologically and restraining us 

from developing our full human potential. The result is the alienation of the human 
spirit from God, and in extreme cases the denial of anything that smacks of God, 
even to the extent of denying that humans have a spirit, and attempting to believe 
that humans are nothing but matter. . .(A)t the same time our awareness of our real 
guilt and shame of our actual personal sins adds to the sense (and rightly so) that 
God, if He exists, must be against our sins. . .How can this alienation and hostility 
be removed? In the incarnation of the Son of God and His death on the cross.  

Being Truly Human, by David Gooding & John Lennox 
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Articles 
Rules Without Reasons 
by Mike Leake 
 

 If I’d been in the Garden of Eden, it would have been a bit like this: 
 God: “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 
 Me: “Why? Why would I die from that? This seems like a really dumb rule that does-
n’t make any sense at all. Explain to me your thought process here and I’ll gladly obey. 
But I don’t obey dumb rules that don’t make any sense.” 
 Satan: “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
 Me: “Yes, he did. And then he didn’t explain to me why. He just said don’t do it. 
Which doesn’t make a bit of sense to me.” 
 Satan: “That’s because God is holding out on you. He didn’t want to tell you the 
whole story because he is trying to rip you off. You saw right through it, o' wise one. 
You don’t have to follow dumb rules that don’t make any sense. If God really loved you 
then He would tell you everything.” 
 Me: *chomps down on forbidden fruit* 
— 

 I’d have chomped on that fruit because, unless you explain the full reason for the 
rule and I agree with it, I’m not going to just obey. But that really was the point of the 
tree in the Garden. 
 There is a question that often lingers when we tell kids the story of Creation and the 
Fall. At some point we all ask it: Why in the world did God put that tree there in the 
first place? If it was so important not to eat from it, then why in the world even have it 
there. If he didn’t want them to eat of it—then why even create the thing? Why give 
them the opportunity? 
 But that’s really the whole point of the tree. They didn’t have to understand all the 
intricacies of the tree in order to decide whether or not they should obey. They didn’t 
need to deliberate about whether or not it was wise for them to obey. They simply 
should have obeyed because God knows best and He is a good Father. If he says don’t 
eat, that should have been the end of the story. But my late ancestors had the same heart 
that I still find in myself—they weren’t going to just obey. 
 If I’m being honest, there are some things in the Scriptures that I simply do not get. 
Some positions which I believe are biblical still make me a bit uneasy. At times, I simply 
do not understand why God set these things up the way that He did. But I’m asked to 
obey them nonetheless. And it feels a bit like I am back in the Garden of Eden with God 
saying something like, “Don’t eat the fruit…if you do you’ll die,” but not really giving 
me reasons for the rule. 
 And I don’t like rules without reasons. I was taught to call such a thing legalism. And 
I think for the most part that’s true—but I also believe on occasion God does just that. 
He gives us rules and commands without fully explaining why we can or cannot do a 
certain thing. It might not make a ton of sense to our fallen or finite sensibilities but the 
command is still there. 
 So I’m confronted daily with the same choice as our first parents. Am I going to say, 
“Well, that’s a dumb rule” and go about pretending I’ve got the power to change real-
ity? Or am I going to stop pretending like God’s Word is made of wax and simply obey, 
even if I don’t really understand why I’m obeying? 
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 I get this as a parent. There are times when I simply cannot explain everything to my 
children. And I don’t need to explain everything to them. At that moment I need their 
obedience and their trust. Maybe we can talk about it later—but at that moment we 
don’t need to deliberate or decide if daddy’s rule is a valid one. 
 So I wonder if some of those theological conundrums are our own forbidden fruits. 
Has God given us enough in Scripture to hold a position—even if uncomfortably—but 
not enough for us to really know exactly why he set it up that way? 
 Perhaps He is still asking His children to trust that He knows best. I’m convinced we 
are called to take God’s Word as it is. We are not called to decide whether or not we 
like this particular rule or that particular path of obedience. We are called to just 
obey. Some day it’ll make sense—but that isn’t for now. Now is time for trusting our 
Father and walking in obedience. 
 Yes, obedience just because He said so.  
 
The Danger of False Ideas about God, Part 1 
By Tim Barnett 
 

 In the first chapter of The Knowledge of the Holy—aptly titled “Why We Must Think 
Rightly About God”—A. W. Tozer writes, “What comes into our minds when we think 
about God is the most important thing about us.” Our beliefs about God have conse-
quences. Correct beliefs about God can stimulate worship, provide comfort, give en-
couragement, inspire wonder, and provoke fear. 
 But what are the consequences of thinking wrongly about God? A. W. Tozer has this 
to say: A right conception of God is basic not only to systematic theology but to practi-
cal Christian living as well. It is to worship what the foundation is to the temple; where 
it is inadequate or out of plumb the whole structure must sooner or later collapse. I be-
lieve there is scarcely an error in doctrine or a failure in applying Christian ethics that 
cannot be traced finally to imperfect and ignoble thoughts about God…. 
 Among the sins to which the human heart is prone, hardly any other is more hateful 
to God than idolatry, for idolatry is at bottom a libel on His character. The idolatrous 
heart assumes that God is other than He is—in itself a monstrous sin—and substitutes 
for the true God one made after its own likeness. Always this God will conform to the 
image of the one who created it and will be base or pure, cruel or kind, according to the 
moral state of the mind from which it emerges…. 
 Let us beware lest we in our pride accept the erroneous notion that idolatry consists 
only in kneeling before visible objects of adoration, and that civilized peoples are there-
fore free from it. The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about God that 
are unworthy of him. It begins in the mind and may be present where no overt act of 
worship has taken place…. 
 Wrong ideas about God are not only the fountain from which the polluted waters of 
idolatry flow; they are themselves idolatrous. The idolater simply imagines things about 
God and acts as if they were true…. 
 Before the Christian Church goes into eclipse anywhere there must first be a corrupt-
ing of her simple basic theology. She simply gets a wrong answer to the question, 
“What is God like?” and goes on from there…. The masses of her adherents come to 
believe that God is different from what He actually is; and that is heresy of the most 
insidious and deadly kind. 
 This should be a sober warning to all of us. Theology isn’t just for professional theolo-
gians. Every Christian should desire to know God. Sadly, there are many people 
(including professing Christians) claiming to know God who hardly know any-
thing about Him. But this won’t work. In fact, as Tozer states, it leads to idolatry.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Kendra Stanford 
World Horizons - India 

Kendra is working to return to the field in India. She is still finding out what steps 
are needed. She is currently in the UK for training and meeting with leadership 
at World Horizons. Here are excepts from her latest ministry update letter: 
 
Changing Seasons… 
 It's hard to believe that this month marks a year of being back in the States! 
I'm thankful for this season and all the lessons God has taught me through it. I'm 
thankful for new friendships, and opportunities to serve in various roles and 
communities in Richmond over the last year. While I am thankful for the time 
spent here, I'm also excited for how God is moving and continuing to direct my 
steps as I follow what He has planned for my next season. 
 On January 1st, I'll be flying to the U.K. During my time there, I'll be visiting both of the cities where 
we have teams and attending a prayer conference that happens there each January as well as attend-
ing a Business as Mission training course. I'll also be meeting with leadership there to make decisions 
for returning to the field. I'm extremely thankful for the opportunity to go and spend time with the teams 
we have serving there and I'm looking forward to seeing how God works during this time. 
 In this season of transition, reflection and preparation for what's next, I'd like to share a few high-
lights from the past year with you: 
 I've appreciated studying about the coffee industry, it's history, the process from start to finish and 
how coffee can be used for deeper connections and to build up communities. I'm thankful for knowl-
edge and new skills that I can apply to my own life as I make coffee and for how those skills can be 
used to build deeper connections with others in my community as well. 
 I've loved the opportunity to reconnect with old friends as well as meet new friends during this sea-
son in the States. I've appreciated deep conversations and friendships that have pointed me closer to 
Christ in my own walk with Him as well as opportunities to encourage friends in their lives and faith 
through difficult circumstances.  
 

Praises: 
• I'm thankful for all the things God has taught me in this season. I'm thankful that I've continued to 
learn what it means to rely on Jesus in deeper ways through hard situations and also how to be more 
thankful in all situations. 
• I'm thankful for all the coffee training I've received and for how I can use those skills and lessons 
in my future ministry. 
• I'm thankful for each of the people God has put in my life in this season. I'm thankful for new 
friends I've met through World Horizons, in the international communities I've been blessed to be a 
part of and serve, as well as through new church families. 
 

Prayer: 
• Please pray for me as I travel for the holidays. Pray for safety on the highways and for good qual-
ity time with family and friends. 
• Pray for me as I prepare to go spend time in the U.K. Pray that God will provide all the needed 
funds and that I will have meaningful conversations during my time there, and for the right plans to be 
established for my next season. 
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Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Job” - Fellowship Hall:                         

Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Lessons from the Upper Room (John 13-

17)” by Sinclair Ferguson - Youth 
House: Steve Posner.  

 

Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Savannah Martin, Haley Bull 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie 

Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls - Room 208: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, Lauren Wade 

Bible Reading Schedule  
January 2020 

1 John 

 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice 4:30 p.m. 
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
Supper: Beef Stew 5:45 p.m. 
Youth & Awana 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

31     

Memorize: 
 
If we confess our 
sins,  
he is faithful and 
just to forgive us 
our sins  
and to cleanse  
us from all  
unrighteousness. 
 

1 John 1:9, ESV  
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Nursery January 5 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Caroline Blanton, Lauren Wade 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Ashley Keller, Jordan Keller/ 

Emily Wise, Lilly Horton 
6:00 P.M. 

Gena Russell, Haley Bull/ 
Napoleon & Savannah Stanford 

 
Nursery January 12 

10:30 A.M. 
Babies: 

Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker/ 
Linnea Posner, Aaron Waite 

6:00 P.M. 
Sona Bailey, Shawn Champion 

 
 
 
 

 
Ushers January 5 

10:30 A.M.  
Dennis Brittingham, Reggie Brown, 

Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 
6:00 P.M. 

Dean McCraw, Cole Morris 

 
Ushers January 12 

10:30 A.M.  
Bucky Lanier, Jack Moore, 

Mike Morris, Danny Roberson 
6:00 P.M. 

Joe Morris, Jay Rowe 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - January 5 
Janice Donaldson, Leasa Brown 

 
 
 

January Lock-Up Deacons 
Lance Ficek, Kelly Stanford 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

If you have any questions concerning 
the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information 
about church membership, please see 
any of the pastors after the service, 

drop a note in the offering plate    
indicating your desire to talk with a 

pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the 

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

There Is a Redeemer 
 
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own 

Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,     

Holy One. 
Thank you, oh, my Father, for giving us 

Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on 

earth is done. 
And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on 

earth is done. 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.com 


