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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Coastal Jail Ministries Banquet 
This year’s fundraising banquet for Coastal Jail 
Ministries of Georgia is Monday, November 4, 
6:30 p.m., at Grace Church of the Islands. Tickets 
are $20 each. See Robert Holland for tickets to sup-
port this vital ministry! 
 

Joy Class 
Tuesday, November 5, at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Elders’ Meeting 
Tuesday, November 5. Please respond to any 
emails you receive asking for prayer requests, so 
they can specifically pray for you! 
 

Wednesday Night 
Supper this Wednesday is Barbecue. 
 

Senior Adult Bible Study 
Thursday November 7, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Savannah Sacred Harp 
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will meet to sing on Saturday, November 9, from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m., in the piano side overflow room. Loaner books are available, and it is 
a lot of fun! Talk to Dawn Stanford if you have questions. 
 

Thanksgiving Week 
On Tuesday, November 26, we will have “Wednesday on Tuesday”! Our meal will be 
at 5:45, Youth at 6:30, and Prayer and Bible Study at 7:00 p.m. There will be no 
Awana. 
 

Office Closed 
The church office will be closed November 28 and 29 for Thanksgiving. 

51st Homecoming   November 3,  2019  

FABC Elders 

Welcome! 
 
 

Thank you for  
celebrating the  
51st Anniversary 
Homecoming of  

Ferguson Avenue 
Baptist Church  

with us! 
 

Please stay after the 
service for food and 

fellowship! 
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November 3, 2019 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting ................................. “Majesty” 
 Words are on the back of the bulletin 
 

* Call to Worship .......................................... Revelation 5:1-5 
 

* Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 .................................. “We Will Feast” 
 

Prayer of General Confession ............................... Steve Posner 
 1 Peter 2:22-25 
 

Special Music .............................. “You Can’t Be Praised Enough” 
 “Is He Worthy?” 
 Words to follow along on pp. 10 & 11 

 

Scripture Reading ........................................... Exodus 29:1-18 
 Reggie Brown 

 

Receiving of Tithes And Offerings 
 

Special Music ................................................... “At the Cross” 
 Words to follow along on p. 10 
 

* Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 ................................... “Blood Medley” 
 

Message ........................................................ Bob Dimmitt 
 Ensuring the Place of Our Church in the 21st Century 
  

* Hymn, below ...................................................“Doxology” 
 Old Hundred tune 
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Cont. on p. 4 

A.M. Notes  

Ensuring the Place of Our Church in the 21st Century  
 
Matthew 16:18; Hebrews 10:24-25; Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 2:19-22;  
Colossians 1:18; Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Timothy 3:14-16  
 
David Wells: The compartmentalization of the Christian faith has resulted in moral 
compromise, spiritual schizophrenia, and the lack of spiritual vitality. 
 
 
1. The Divide between the secular and the sacred.  
 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31-33 
Charles Spurgeon: To a man who lives unto God nothing is secular, everything 
is sacred.  
 
 
Romans 14:5-9 
 
The divide between the secular and the sacred is an attempt to dethrone God of 
his rightful authority.  

 
 
 
 
2.  A Disconnect - the crucial issue of worldview.  

 
Worldview is the lens and framework through which individuals process infor-
mation and ideas, culture and values, choices and lifestyle. Without a proper 
worldview, the Gospel’s power is confined 
 
 
 
The Gospel becomes over-personalized and we focus almost exclusively on 
salvation.  
 
4 effects of the weightless gospel include: 

1. Loss of converts and “easy-believism.” 
2. Little social or cultural impact. 
3. Lack of moral transformation in converts. 
4. Lack of unity in and between churches.  

 
3. The Divorce between belief and behavior.  
 

1 Thess 4:7-8 
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Oz Guinness: Consistency in lifestyle is not expected in the personal and corpo-
rate life of believers. The effect is that many view the church as an irrelevant 
and hypocritical institution.  
 
 
 
There is a lack of consistency in holiness and sanctification that has resulted in 
worldliness that has spiritually jaded large segments of the population.  
 
 
 
Oz Guinness: Righteousness is not only a gift imparted to the believer through 
justification, but a new condition and new orientation toward all of life that is 
expressed in righteousness.  
 
 
 
 
2 Corinthians 7:1 
 
 
 
 
A word study of “fruit” reveals the true measure of a converted life.  

• A life change, starting with repentance. 

• A new connection with the life of Christ. 

• An expectation to do good works. 

• A new relational character quality. 

• A Godliness that displays the reality of God at work in a life. 

• A desire to worship and praise Jesus. 

• A commitment to be a peacemaker within the Christian community. 

• A desire to give to God financially. 

• A desire to multiply and spread the Gospel around the world. 

• A desire to see others come to Christ. 
(copied) 

 
 
 
 
4. The Great Deception between decisions and conversions. 
 

Matt 7:21-22 & 2 Corinthians 13:5  
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We are to remember that “moment in time” when we “responded” to God, but 
also to passionately respond to the present work of the Spirit of God in our 
daily lives. 

 
 
5. Diversion: programs versus making disciples  
 
 

The simplest definition of “disciple” is the word “follower”.  
 
 
A Biblical Definition of Discipleship-(copied) 

• A disciple is one who is called and follows and loves Jesus with his whole 
self (Mark 1:17, 12:29-31). 

• A disciple does not dictate his own plans (Luke 17:7-10). 

• A disciple is one who has surrendered all (Luke 14:33). 

• A disciple is one who carries his cross (Luke 14:27; Matt 16:24). 

• A disciple is one who is becoming more like Christ (Matt. 10:24-25). 

• A disciple is one who actively obeys Christ’s commands. 
 
True disciples display intimacy and a dynamic walk with God. They exhibit 
faithfulness under pressure and serious obedience to follow Christ whatever the 
cost involved.  

 
 
 
6. Delusion: We Are Healthy 
 
 
 
 

From: The Condition of the Church in America.  
 
Who would have believed that in 100 years the U.S. would go from the #1 mis-
sionary sending nation in the world to the #2 missionary receiving nation?  
 
The largest center for teaching Eastern Meditation Techniques exists in Fair-
field, Iowa; the largest Buddhist Temple in the world is in Boulder, Colorado; 
the largest Muslim discipleship center in the world in located in Brooklyn, New 
York. 
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Blood Medley 
 
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
 
O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow 
No other fount I know—Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
 
********* 
Would you be free from the burden of sin? 
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood. 
Would you o’er evil a victory win? 
There’s wonderful power in the blood. 
 
There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the blood of the Lamb. 
There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb. 
 
Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow? 
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood. 
Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow. 
There’s wonderful power in the blood. 
 
There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the blood of the Lamb. 
There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb. 
 
********* 
Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
Are you washed in the blood? 
In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
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Are you walking daily by the Savior’s side? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
Do you rest each moment in the Crucified? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
Are you washed in the blood? 
In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
(A cappella) 
Are you washed in the blood? 
In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
Are you washed in the blood? 
In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 
Are your garments spotless? Are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

 

10 Ways to Pray for Our Persecuted Christian Family 
 
Pray our brothers & sisters will 
 
1. Sense God’s presence (Heb. 13:5) 
2. Know we are praying for them (2 Tim. 1:3) 
3. Experience God’s comfort (2 Thess. 2:16–17) 
4. See God open doors to evangelism (Col. 4:3) 
5. Boldly share the gospel (Acts 4:29) 
6. Mature in their faith (Col. 1:28–29) 
7. Be granted wisdom in covert ministry work (Acts 9:23–25) 
8. Remain joyful amid suffering (Acts 5:41) 
9. Forgive and love their persecutors (Matt. 5:44) 
10. Be rooted in God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16–17) 
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You Can’t Be Praised Enough 
 
When You open my eyes I can’t look 

away. 
I see strokes of Your brilliance no artist 

could paint. 
 
I see how beautiful, beautiful You are. 
I know how wonderful, wonderful You 

are. 
You can’t be praised enough! 
You can’t be praised enough! 
For every song I’ve sung before 
I will sing a thousand more. 
Still You can’t be praised enough! 
 
You have stretched out Your hand and 

stolen my grave. 
Just one drop of Your blood is an 

ocean of grace. 
 
From the beginning to our futures 
You have and always have been. 
You will and always will be 
The Faithful, the Great Redeemer. 
The only One who’s able to perfectly 

untangle 
What was broken and what was hope-

less. 
You have and always have been. 
You will and always will be my Mercy. 
Oh my Jesus, 
The only One who’s worthy of all 

praise! 
 
 
CCLI Song # 7100171 
Aaron Ivey | Brett Land | Marcus Dawes 
© 2017 Austin Stone Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2358754 
 

At the Cross 
 
Alas, and did my Savior bleed? 
And did my Sov'reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 
 
At the cross, at the cross 
Where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled 
away. 
It was there by faith I received my sight 
And now I am happy all the day! 
 
Was it for crimes that I have done 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 
 
CCLI Song # 29499 
Isaac Watts | Ralph E. Hudson 
© Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2358754 
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Is He Worthy? 
 
Do you feel the world is broken? We do.  
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do. 
But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from getting through? 
We do. 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do. 
 
Is all creation groaning? It is. Is a new creation coming? It is. 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is. 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is. 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, He is David's Root 
And the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory? 
Is He worthy of this? He is. 
 
Does the Father truly love us? He does.  
Does the Spirit move among us? He does. 
And does Jesus our Messiah hold forever those He loves? He does. 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does. 
 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, He is David's Root  
And the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. 
From ev'ry people and tribe, every nation and tongue, 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign with the Son. 
Is He worthy, Is He worthy, of all blessing and honor and glory? 
Is He worthy, Is He worthy, Is He worthy of this? He is. 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? He is! He is! 
 
CCLI Song # 7108951 
Andrew Peterson | Ben Shive 
© 2018 Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Jakedog Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by The Bicycle Music Company, Inc.) 
Junkbox Music (Admin. by The Bicycle Music Company, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 2358754 



12  

Articles 
We’re Called to Make Disciples, not Simply Converts 
from R.C. Sproul 
 
 We should take notice of what Jesus did not say in the Great Commission. He 
did not say, “Go therefore and make converts of as many people as possible.” 
 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

 
 One of the most exciting times of my life was when I was first converted to 
Christ. I was filled with a zeal for evangelism. However, much to my consternation, 
when I told my friends about my conversion to Christ, they thought I was crazy. 
They were tragically amused, remaining unconvinced despite my sharing the gospel 
with them. Finally, they asked me, “Why don’t you start a class and teach us what 
you have learned about Jesus?” They were serious. I was elated. We scheduled a 
time to meet, and I got there a little bit early—but they never showed up. 
 Despite my profound desire for evangelism, I was a failure at it. This realization 
came to me early in my ministry. Yet, I also discovered that there are many people 
whom Christ has called and whom He has gifted by His Spirit to be particularly 
effective in evangelism. To this day, I’m surprised if anybody attributes their con-
version in some part to my influence. In one respect, I’m glad that the Great Com-
mission is not a commission principally to evangelism. 
 The words that preceded Jesus’ commission were these: “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.” He then went on to say, “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all nations.” When Jesus gave this commission to the church, He was speak-
ing authoritatively. He gave a mandate to the church of all ages not simply to evan-
gelize but to make disciples. That leads us to a significant question: What is 
a disciple? 
 The simplest definition of disciple is one who directs his mind toward specific 
knowledge and conduct. So, we might say that a disciple is a learner or pupil. 
The Greek philosophers—people such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle—had disci-
ples. Socrates described himself ultimately as a disciple of Homer, the person Socra-
tes regarded as the greatest thinker of all of Greek history. 
 We tend to think of Homer as a poet rather than a philosopher. But Socrates saw 
him as the supreme teacher of ancient Greece. Then, of course, Socrates had his 
own student—his chief disciple—whose name was Plato. Plato had his disciples, 
the chief one being Aristotle. Aristotle also had his disciples, the most famous being  
 Alexander the Great. It is astonishing to think about how drastically the ancient 
world was shaped by four men: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Alexander the Great. 
In fact, it is nearly impossible to understand the history of Western civilization 
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without understanding the influence of those four individuals, who in their own 
way were each disciples of another. 
 Aristotle, in particular, was known as a “peripatetic” philosopher. That is, he was 
a nomadic teacher who walked from place to place, not teaching in a fixed location. 
The students of Aristotle would follow him as he walked the streets of Athens. In 
one respect, Aristotle’s disciples lived life with him, learning from him in the course 
of a normal daily routine. 
 The aforementioned concepts help illumine the nature of discipleship. However, 
they fail to capture the full essence of biblical discipleship. Discipleship in the bibli-
cal sense involves walking with the Teacher and learning from His words, but it is 
more than that. 
 Jesus was a rabbi and, of course, the most important peripatetic teacher and disci-
ple-maker in history. Wherever He walked, His students would follow. At the be-
ginning of Jesus’ public ministry, He chose particular individuals to be His disci-
ples. They were required to memorize the teachings that He spoke as He walked. 
What’s more, people didn’t file an application to get into the School of Jesus. Jesus 
selected His disciples. He went to prospective disciples where they were, whether in 
the marketplace or at their place of work, and give this simple command: “Follow 
me.” The command was literal—He called them to drop their present duties. They 
had to leave their work, their families, and their friends in order to follow Jesus. 
 Jesus was more than just a peripatetic teacher however. His disciples called him 
“Master.” Their entire way of life changed because of their following Jesus not 
merely as a great teacher, but as the Lord of all. That’s the essence of discipleship—
submitting fully to the authority of Christ, the One whose lordship goes beyond just 
the classroom. Jesus’ lordship encompasses all of life. The Greek philosophers 
learned from their teachers but then tried to improve on that teaching. Christ’s dis-
ciples have no such warrant. We are called to understand and teach only what God 
has revealed through Christ, including the OT Scriptures, for they point to Christ; 
and the NT Scriptures, for they are the words of those Christ appointed to speak in 
His name. 
 The Great Commission is the call of Christ for His disciples to extend His author-
ity over the whole world. We are to share the gospel with everyone so that more 
and more people might call Him Master. This calling is not simply a call to evangel-
ism. It isn’t merely a call to get students for our seminaries & our colleges. Rather, 
Christ calls us to make disciples. Disciples are people who have committed in 
their hearts and minds to follow the thinking and conduct of the Master forever. 
Such discipleship is a lifelong experience. 
 When we’re involved in discipleship, we do not graduate until we get to heaven. 
Discipleship is a lifelong experience of learning the mind of Christ and following 
the will of Christ, submitting ourselves in complete obedience to His lordship. 
Thus, when Jesus tells us to go to all nations, we are to go into all the world with 
His agenda, not our own. The Great Commission calls us to flood this world with 
knowledgeable, articulate Christians who worship God and follow Jesus Christ 
passionately. Our mission is discipleship. By God’s grace, we want the church to 
raise up a generation of people who are dedicated in heart and soul to the Master 
and His authority. We want to call people to obedience and to following Christ in 
their daily lives.  



14  

The Place of Godly Ambition 
by Dan Dodds 
 
  “Give me this hill country . . . and I shall drive them out.” These are the words of 
eighty-year-old Caleb, recorded in the book of Joshua, as the Israelites surged into 
the land and prepared to engage their enemies (Josh. 14:12). In light of the obstacles 
in front of Caleb and the dangers they represented, one would be hard pressed to 
think of him as being anything less than ambitious. 
 But were Caleb’s ambitions good or bad? Too often the word ambition conjures 
up negative images of Wall Street investment bankers rationalizing self-serving 
greed. Or, one might find the word plastered across a motivational poster with a 
climber clinging to the side of a mountain attempting an ascent. But which is it? Is 
ambition bad, or should we cultivate it in ourselves and in our children? Does the 
Bible promote ambition? 
 When we do a search for the word ambition in the Bible—looking through various 
English translations—we see it in multiple texts translated from several Greek 
words. The word ambition is employed in both positive and negative contexts. 
Negatively, James condemns those who have “bitter jealousy and selfish ambi-
tion” (James 3:14). Positively, Paul “makes it [his] ambition to preach the gos-
pel” (Rom. 15:20). Clearly, the Bible acknowledges both good and bad ambition. 
How do we know the difference? 
 Let’s be reminded what ambition is. The dictionary definition is simply a desire 
to achieve a particular end. But this definition is perhaps a little too weak—it can be 
applied in everyday life decisions that would not be considered ambitious. There-
fore, let me suggest the following definition of ambition: a strong desire that leads 
to a willingness to overcome obstacles to achieve a particular end. There are two 
important observations to make here. First is the relationship of “desire” and 
“end.” Second, note that the definition also includes the words “overcome obsta-
cles” and “achieve,” suggesting that some degree of effort will be required and that 
means will be employed to do so. Let’s consider each of these observations in more 
detail. 
 

DESIRES AND ENDS 
All of us have desires: desires of the mind and of the flesh. Desiring is an aspect of 
being a creature, a product of having a mind and a body. The problem is that sin 
distorts this relationship in several ways. First, sin results in desires (lust, cravings, 
passions) for the wrong ends. That is, our sinful nature distorts our thinking such 
that we desire to pursue ends that are not pleasing to God (James 4:1–3). 
 We must train our minds (and thus our emotions) to love what God loves. 
 Second, sin distorts the proportionality of the desire-end relationship, causing us 
to desire even right ends with the wrong proportion of desire (weak desire for the 
best things, strong desire for the mediocre or trivial). Remember here the words of 
Jesus to the Pharisees in Matthew 23:23: 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and 
have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you 
ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 
 As such, we must be reminded in Scripture time and again to renew our minds to 
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value what God values and to hate what God hates. We must train our minds (and 
thus our emotions) to love what God loves. Note Rom. 12:2: “Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect”; and Ps. 37:4: “Delight 
yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” 
 

MEANS 
 The second part of the definition of ambition is the use of means to achieve the 
desired ends. Sin leads us to distort God’s revealed means of bringing about ends; 
we will often employ sinful methodologies to achieve them. But the means used 
must also be in accordance with God’s Word. Scripture is replete with commands 
and principles that guide us in the use of means, telling us what is lawful and what 
is not. Even if the desire is good and the end is pleasing to God, we are not to use 
unlawful means in order to fulfill that desire. We might desire to have a child, and 
this would be pleasing to God, but to kidnap someone’s baby as a means to this end 
would be sinful. 
 

IMPLICATIONS FOR GODLY AMBITION 
 So, let’s put these observations together and come up with a biblical perspective 
on ambition. First, we should have godly ambitions. Paul describes himself as 
ambitious, and certainly, our Lord was ambitious (using our definition above) 
about fulfilling His calling as Prophet, Priest, and King. Second, godly ambition 
requires desires that are rightly related to righteous ends. Third, godly ambition 
uses righteous means to achieve those ends. But how do we develop godly ambi-
tion? 
 

DISCIPLINE, DUTY, AND DESIRE 
 We must recognize and implement the tools God gives us. Paul writes in 1 Timo-
thy 4:7, “Train yourself for godliness.” We need to understand that there is a role for 
discipline in the life of every Christian to overcome laziness and to work to grow 
in godliness.  

I n the time of Constantine, Marcus Arethusus, had been key in overthrowing an 
idol temple; however, the new emperor, Julian commanded the people of that 
place to build it up again. All were ready to do so except Marcus, he simply re-

fused. Consequently his own people, the very ones he had preached to, attacked 
him. They stripped him and abused his naked body and gave it up to school-boys to 
be lanced with their penknives. This failed to cause Marcus to change his mind so 
he was tied to the ground in the heat of the sun, his naked body covered over w/
honey so that he might be bitten and stung by flies and wasps. All this cruelty was 
done because he would not do anything towards the rebuilding of that idol temple, 
in fact if he had been willing to give only one penny towards it they would have 
released him, but he refused. Giving one penny would have saved his life but as a 
Christian he could not. As a true practicing Christian he knew he must choose to 
suffer the worst torments than commit the least of sins in which God would be dis-
honored, God’s name blasphemed, the Christian religion reproached, his own pro-
fession of Christ scorned, and weaker saints discouraged. Hebrews 12:4, You have 
not yet struggled and fought agonizingly against sin, nor have you yet resisted and withstood 
to the point of pouring out your [own] blood. – Amplified Version 
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What Not to Say to Those Who Are Suffering 
by Ed Welch 
 
 “It could be worse. Imagine if you broke both legs.” 
 We have some odd ways of cheering each other up. 
 Most of our bone-headed comments to suffering people are offered with passable 
intentions, and most of those comments are judged by their recipients as misguided 
rather than malicious, but it sure would be nice to improve our record of encourage-
ment in the midst of pain. 
 We could all generate a Top Ten List of words we spoke or received that make us 
shudder when we think about them. Here is one that, I suspect, makes a lot of lists. 
 “What is God teaching you through this?” 
 Hmmm. This is orthodox. God does teach us in our suffering, and he is working 
all things together for good. We agree with C.S. Lewis when he writes that pain is 
God’s megaphone to arouse a deaf world. But the story of Jezebel and her entrails 
being food for the dogs is orthodox too. We are after orthodoxy that is relevant, 
pastoral and edifying. 
 Consider a few of the possible problems with this question. 
 

1. It tends to be condescending. If you heard this question from someone, you 
probably didn’t hear compassion. 

2. It suggests that suffering is a solvable riddle. God has something specific in 
mind and we have to guess what it is. Welcome to a cosmic game of 
Twenty-Questions, and we better get the right answer soon; otherwise, the 
suffering will continue. 

3. It suggests that we have done something that has unleashed the suffering. 
4. It undercuts God’s call to all suffering people, “Trust me.” 

 
To briefly respond to these four problems, 
 

1. Suffering compels us to modesty. Scripture gives us a number of insights into 
human suffering, but no insight is exhaustive. The mystery in suffering 
reminds us that we are still like children who don’t understand how good 
parents can impose difficulties in our lives. In light of the mystery, humility 
is natural and necessary. For those who speak to suffering people, humility 
before the Lord is expressed in humility before the suffering person. 
 

2. We over-interpret suffering. I am speaking with a person now who has gone 
through horrible suffering in her life, and “What is God trying to tell you?” 
has been the question everyone asks. She has wondered for years why she 
doesn’t have an answer yet. All she can figure is that she is too sinful to get 
it or God is not giving out the answer key—so she is alternately guilty and 
frustrated. Job in the Old Testament and the man born blind in the New 
Testament (John 9) should keep us from endless speculation about God’s 
precise intent. Neither one was supposed to get what God was teaching 
them. 
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3. Focus on a sin-suffering nexus to your peril. Granted, the question might not 
assume that the suffering person is in sin. The question might have been 
intended more positively, as in “How are you learning about the Lord in 
this?” But unless there is an absolutely clear connection between a person’s 
sin and suffering, and it is obvious to every believer on the planet, then we 
shouldn’t make the connection and do everything we can to keep the suf-
fering person from making the connection. Most of us see more of our sin 
during our suffering—I know I do—but that doesn’t mean our sin was the 
cause of the suffering. 
 

4. Insight can work against faith. By that I don’t mean that we should be mind-
less stoics in our suffering. But when our primary goal is to discover a per-
sonal message about a specific deficiency in our lives, then we are resting 
in our human understanding rather than the plainly revealed character of 
God. Faith is our calling in suffering—faith in Jesus Christ. This is not a 
mindless leap into the unknown. It is a turn of heart, away from us and to 
Jesus. In our suffering we want to remember that God is, indeed, good and 
compassionate. Jesus’ incarnation and his voluntary suffering culminating 
with the cross are the undeniable evidence. Then we trust him. 

 
 Some have heard the question, “What is God teaching you?” and, though not 
especially edifying, the question wasn’t discouraging. If so, expect that this question 
was not the first one asked, and it was asked in the context of a secure relationship. 
 When in doubt, skip the question all together. 
 Replace it with something like this. 
 “How can I pray for you?” 
 Here is a hard working question. With it we are coming beside those who suffer, 
we are reminding them that God hears, we are asking them to consider the prom-
ises of God to them, and we are saying that they are going to be on our heart. If we 
get an answer such as “pray that God would leave me alone” or a roll of the eyes – 
something that suggests either anger or spiritual indifference—then we can propose 
something that is a promise of God, such as comfort or the knowledge of God’s 
love and presence. 
 Even better than “How can I pray for you?” we could pray for the person on the 
spot. “How could I pray for you now?” And after that comes the most important 
part—we follow up. When we pray for someone we keep praying and we pray until 
we have witnessed God on the move. 
 And I didn’t personally say the one about the legs. I am guilty for many other 
unedifying comments, but I didn’t say the one about the legs. A “friend” said it. 
Really.  

D eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the 
meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the 
compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah, 

the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of 
Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin. 

E. Draper 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Jerry Fields 
RCE - Spain 

Jerry has taught and ministered at the Evangelical Chris-
tian Academy in Madrid, Spain, for many years. Son 
Josiah is studying at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and Julia is in college here in Savannah. 
 
Jerry sent this message via email on October 25: 
  
It has been a very busy few days here at ECA.  Thankful 
that it is now the weekend so hopefully we can all get 
some rest.  We just finished 1st qtr and today was a special 
ministry day that we call Big/Little Sib day.  It was not a 
normal class day, but a day filled with interpersonal rela-
tionship activities that started off with myself and another 
staff member leading the junior student council in preparing breakfast for the entire 
school. (pancakes, bacon, eggs, and fruit)  After prep, cooking, and cleanup, I'm 
ready for a nap :) 
 
Praise the Lord for 19 new students this year and the opportunities that they bring 
to minister to them and their families.  Last week we had our community Fall Festi-
val where several hundred from our local community came and shared the evening 
in a Christian festival context.  Pray that God would use the conversations and gen-
eral atmosphere of our school and students to bring others closer to knowing salva-
tion through Jesus. 
 
On a personal note, Josiah has been accepted to participate in a missions trip to 
Colombia, South America.  Pray with me that God would provide the needed 
funds and that Josiah would continue to grow closer to the Lord as he trusts Him to 
provide.  Julia has struggled some with health issues and car troubles.  It is so hard 
for me to see my kiddo struggle and not be able to help out. 
 
Thanks for praying for me and for the ministry here in Spain (and for my kids!) 
 
Love you all! 
Blessings in Christ 
 
Jerry  
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Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Job” - Fellowship Hall:                         

Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Lessons from the Upper Room (John 13-

17)” by Sinclair Ferguson - Youth 
House: Steve Posner.  

 

Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Savannah Martin, Haley Bull 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie 

Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls - Room 208: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade 

Bible Reading Schedule  
November 2019 

   
  1   Matthew 20-21 

  2   Luke 18:15-19:48 

  3   Mark 11; John 12 

  4   Matthew 22; Mark 12 

  5   Matthew 23; Luke 20-21 

  6   Mark 13 

  7   Matthew 24 

  8   Matthew 25 

  9   Matthew 26; Mark 14 

  10 Luke 22; John 13 

  11 John 14-17 

  12 Matthew 27; Mark 15 

  13 Luke 23; John 18-19 

  14 Matthew 28; Mark 16 

  15 Luke 24; John 20-21 

  16 Acts 1-3 

  17 Acts 4-6 

  18 Acts 7-8 

  19 Acts 9-10 

  20 Acts 11-12 

  21 Acts 13-14 

  22 James 

  23 Acts 15-16 

  24 Galatians 1-3 

  25 Galatians 4-6 

  26 Acts 17-18:18 

  27 1 Thess; 2 Thess 

  28 Acts 18:19-19:41 

  29 1 Corinthians 1-4 

  30 1 Corinthians 5-8 

This Week at FABC 
 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:45 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Homecoming Lunch 11:45 a.m. 
 
 

Tuesday 
Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday  
Supper: Barbecue 5:45 p.m. 
Youth & Awana 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 
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Nursery November 3 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Carolyn Blanton, Lauren Wade 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Ashley Strickland, Jordan Keller/ 

Mike & Elinor Morris 
6:00 P.M. 

No Service - Homecoming 

 
 

Nursery November 10 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Beth Lewis, Jeanie Groover 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Karrie & Lindsey Walker/ 

Linnea Posner, Aaron Waite 
6:00 P.M. 

Sona Bailey, Shawn Champion 
 
 
 
 

 
Ushers November 3 

10:30 A.M.  
Reggie Brown, Ron Fowler, 

Jimmy Kicklighter, Bucky Lanier 
6:00 P.M. 

No Service - Homecoming 

 
 

Ushers November 10 
10:30 A.M.  

Jack Moore, Mike Morris, 
Danny Roberson, Kelly Stanford 

6:00 P.M. 
Kelly Stanford, Jimmy Donaldson 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - November 3 
Janice Donaldson, Leasa Brown 

 
 
 

November Lock-Up Deacons 
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

If you have any questions concerning 
the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information 
about church membership, please see 
any of the pastors after the service, 

drop a note in the offering plate    
indicating your desire to talk with a 

pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the 

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.ocm 

Majesty 
 

Majesty, worship His majesty, 
Unto Jesus be all glory, power 
and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne unto His 
own,  
His anthem raise. 
So exalt, lift up on high the name 
of Jesus. 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Je-

sus the King. 
Majesty, worship His majesty.  
Jesus, who died, now glorified, 

King of all Kings. 


