O ctober 27, 2019

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406

Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting

Announcements
Ferguson Fun Family Fall Festival!
We are having a Fall Festival the evening of
Wednesday, October 30, from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m.! We will need volunteer workers. This is
a free event for your own families, and a
great outreach to the community. Let Cindy
Wise know you can help! There will be inflatables and games, and Corn Dogs will be
served! Please bring candy to give out!
Trip to Myrtle Beach
Your payment of $205 per person is due today,
Sunday, October 27.

Joy Class
Tuesday, October 29, at 9:00 a.m.

Senior Adult Bible Study
Thursday October 31, 10:00 a.m

Old Savannah City Mission
Tom Keller is preaching and serving lunch on
Saturday, November 2.

51st Annual
Homecoming!

v
Sunday, November 3, 2019
Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Dinner together afterwards
No Sunday School
No Evening Worship
Invite family and friends!
Barbecue, Sausage, and
Brunswick Stew are provided.
Bring side dishes and desserts to
share! This is always a blessed
time to get together and catch up.

Coastal Jail Ministries Banquet
This year’s fundraising banquet for Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia is Monday, November 4, 6:30 p.m., at Grace Church of the Islands. Tickets are $20 each. See Robert
Holland for tickets for this vital ministry!

Elders’ Meeting
Tuesday, November 5. Please respond to any emails you receive asking for prayer
requests, so they can specifically pray for you!

FABC Elders
Bob Dimmitt

Senior Pastor
912-398-4363
bob@fabchurch.com

Tim Wade

Assoc. Pastor/
Youth
912-231-7199
tim@fabchurch.com

Tom Keller

Assoc. Pastor/
Senior Adults
912-308-3767
tom@fabchurch.com

Steve Posner

Elder
912-704-5617
steve@fabchurch.com

October 27, 2019
10:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Call to Worship
Luke 22:14-16

* Hymn #36
“A Mighty Fortress Is our God”

* Hymn #192
“According to Thy Gracious Word”

Prayer

Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings

Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
Hymn #34
“Immortal, Invisible”

From Where Have We Come?
A History of Abuses at the
Lord’s Table
Tim Wade

Hymn, bulletin p. 4-5
“Reformation Hymn”

* Hymn #128
“Wounded for Me”

Hymn, bulletin p. 6-7
“Glory Be to God Alone”

The Body of Christ
and the Bread
Prayer of Confession
Tom Keller

Message
Bob Dimmitt

Distribution of Bread

Mikvah, Part 2
Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew #9

* Hymn, bulletin p. 8-9
“Now Unto Him”

* Hymn #110
“Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?”
The Blood of Christ and the
Wine
Bob Dimmitt
Distribution of Wine
* Hymn #212
“Nothing but the Blood”
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen
* All those who are able, please stand.

P. M. No te s
Mikvah, Part 2
Matthew #9
Matthew 3:13-17
Worship in the Temple - The Sanctuary was to be devoted completely to the communication with and the worship of God, where everything pertaining to the impurity of sin would be excluded.
Numbers 19:20
Everything given by God in both Tabernacle and Temple was given to us as an example for us to learn something about Jesus Christ.
Question: “what was the purpose of all the sacrifices?”
Hebrew 10:4; Romans 4:3

Installation and consecration of the priests - The immersion of the whole body
was a necessary part of the installation and consecration ceremonies of the
Priests…. A vital part of the ceremonies of the installation and consecration of the
priests was immersion not because they were ritually impure but to show an elevation of status. There must be a change of status to assume the role of priest.
Jesus was not an exception, before entering into His ministry He had to be _______
______________________________________________________________________
Yom Kippur/The Day of Atonement Ceremony - Leviticus 16:24
The meaning of the word Azazel is unknown but the Talmud indicates that it represents a desolate place, the mountain on which the scapegoat is sent. Without the
ashes of the red heifer, the purification process for all the implements used in Temple worship could not and cannot be performed.

Proselyte - When a person converts to Judaism he must enter the covenant in the
same manner as Israel did when they first accepted the Torah on Mount Sinai.
Numbers 15:15
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Articles
Case of the Reluctant Forgiver
By Stan Gale

Forgiving someone who has wronged us involves dying to self.
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)
This was her second meeting with the counselor. Ellen was regular in Sunday worship and
active in her church. But something was stifling her Christian growth and contentment. It had
gotten worse in recent months, so she had sought help from a Christian counselor.
A couple of sessions in, it came out that Ellen had been abused as a child. It was clear she
was wracked with pain at the experience. The counselor tried to get her to open up and to
express the hurt, still fresh after all these years.
But Ellen would have nothing of it. When the counselor probed, she didn’t merely skirt the
subject; she guarded it like a pit bull. She made it clear that she hated her father and would
never forgive him. In fact, she would not even consider the prospect.
As they met over the next few months, Ellen was willing to talk about everything but the
abuse. It was like the counselor had free rein of the house, expect for one room at the center.
On the door to that room was a circle. Within the circle was a cross, across which was
stretched a diagonal line. No one admitted. Not even Jesus.*
What do we make of Ellen? On the one hand, we want to tell her to get over it.
Forgive as she has been forgiven. Let it go and move on. We can bring out the big
guns of God’s sovereignty, His will for her life, the liberating work of Christ, and
the power of the Holy Spirit to reason her into compliance. Just do it. Live and let
live.
On the other hand, we want her to be real. We want her
to acknowledge the trauma to her soul, to know the depths of her pain and to better
know the power and sufficiency of the grace that has come to her. We want to treat
her as a person growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and
not just as some sort of broken appliance that can be fixed by mechanical repair.
When it comes down to it, only the Holy Spirit can open her eyes and soften her
heart to allow the root of bitterness to be pulled up. He can do that through us,
through our prayers and through the counsel of His Word. We can lift her face to
Jesus and urge her to allow room for the Spirit – just like He’s done in our lives so
many times.
But what can we pray for? What scheme of the devil can we pray against? What
counsel of God might we bring to bear and knead into her soul like yeast to dough?
How can we help her start to lean into the winds of resistance she is experiencing in
order to press on toward the call of God to forgive as she has been forgiven in
Christ?
Perhaps the best starting point is one that prepares her for the battle at hand. That
starting point is a readiness to suffer for the sake of Christ. Forgiveness operates on a
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willingness to suffer. Suffer for the love of God, love of neighbor as ourselves, love
even of an adversary – in the model of Him who loved us.
Suffering does not dismiss the horror of someone’s sin against us. Rather it faces
it head on. Suffering does not minimize the deep-seated pain and fear that can
plague us. Rather it positions us to inch forward in love for God and neighbor despite the hurt.
Suffering exercises a willingness to be wronged, not by way of resignation or reluctance but willing in the name and with the attitude of Jesus Christ. It was while
we were His enemies that He set His love upon us. It was while we were His enemies that He gave Himself for us.
In a very real sense forgiving someone who has wronged us involves dying to
self. We deny ourselves and what we want, and we put on Christ. We yield our
sense of justice to Him.
In the power of our new life in Christ, we adopt a posture of humility, counting
others more significant than ourselves. We step down from our moral high ground,
with all the rights we have to lord it over those who have wronged us, and we humble ourselves in becoming obedient to the point of death of self (Phil. 2:1-8).
To understand suffering as the workshop for forgiving others prepares us for the
hardship and struggle involved in the process. It is by humbling ourselves before
our God that He will lift us up from the debilitating pain inflicted by others and free
us from the bondage of what has held us back from knowing the joy and peace that
are ours in Christ.
Somehow, by the grace of God, we want to come to a point of blessing the one
who hurt us (Rom. 12:14-21). Not because they deserve it. Not because they earn it.
Not by hoops or penance or themselves suffering. But because we are willing to
ourselves suffer in order to bless them.
*Excerpted from Why Must We Forgive? (S. D. Gale, Reformation Heritage Books)
Loving Father, who calls me to forgive others as You have forgiven me in Christ, grant me the
courage to suffer for the cause of Christ. Grant me the humility I need to love the unlovely, to
love the undeserving, as You have loved me. v

Same-Sex Relationships: Sorry Bishop, but the
Meaning of Holiness Does Not Change From
Generation to Generation
By John Stevens

One of the notable features of the debate raging in the Church of England over
issues of human sexuality is the poor theological arguments used by those in favour
of revising the historic position of the church, which reflects the clear Biblical teaching that sex is only appropriate for heterosexual marriage and that sex is determined
by biology at birth.
I heard a recent example of woefully inadequate argumentation on the Sunday
program. Paul Bayes, the supposedly evangelical Bishop of Liverpool, was responding to criticism from over 1800 clergy of new pastoral guidance issued by the House
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of Bishops, permitting the use of a liturgy for transsexuals who have changed their
gender.
The essence of his argument was that the Church of England should revise its
attitude and accept LBGTI people because, whilst God is unchanging, the meaning
of holiness changes from generation to generation. He compared the current desire
to revise the church’s understanding of sexuality with the way the church had
changed its teaching on divorce and remarriage.
Superficially this argument might seem compelling, but it is deeply flawed and
self-contradictory. God is indeed unchanging, but this is exactly the reason why
the church cannot change its teaching on human sexuality. Holiness is an eternal
and unchanging characteristic of God. He is, as Isaiah heard, the “thrice Holy”
Lord. His holiness refers to his moral character and is the root of his judicial hatred
of sin and his just wrath against sinners. In the Bible it is a quality that is at least as
basic to God, if not more so, than love.
God’s immutability, the fact that he does not and cannot change, means that
what he regards as holy cannot change from generation to generation. Holiness is
an objective and eternal quality defined by God’s unchanging moral character. He
cannot regard the same behaviour to be unholy in one era or culture, but holy in
another.
The analogy with divorce simply doesn’t work. It is not that God’s standard of
holiness has changed, but rather that the church was forced to recognise that it had
not faithfully listened to Scripture, where the holiness of God is revealed. It was
never the case that divorce and remarriage were entirely prohibited. Whilst God’s
ideal is life-long faithful marriage, he made provision for human sin, and in
some limited circumstance a marriage is potentially ended by acts of unfaithfulness
that sever the covenant bond between man and wife.
The mistake the church made was to regard marriage as a sacramental relationship rather than as a covenant relationship, which is an inheritance from Roman
Catholicism. Both OT and NT attest to the possibility of divorce where there is a
fundamental break of the marriage covenant, as for example where there is adultery. God himself divorces Israel because of her covenant unfaithfulness to him and
does not thereby cease to be Holy. In the NT Joseph is explicitly affirmed to be a
righteous man when he determines to divorce Mary quietly because she is pregnant.
Bishop Bayes argument from the comparison with divorce somewhat ironically
falls apart when it is remembered that Jesus explicitly stated that homosexuality
was a ground for divorce (Matthew 19:9 - using the work porneia for “sexual immorality” which includes homosexual acts as well as heterosexual acts outside of marriage). This verse therefore affirms both that divorce is holy and permissible in some
circumstances, and that homosexuality is unholy and a ground for divorce.
When it comes to homosexuality the Biblical message is entirely different.
Whereas divorce is permitted in both OT and NT, and by Jesus and by Paul, there
is not a single text in the entire cannon of Scripture that would suggest that samesex sexual relationships are pure, holy and pleasing to God, In fact the exact opposite is the case throughout. Homosexual acts are forbidden in language which negatively contrasts them with the purity of holiness, and sex is to be rightly enjoyed
solely in the context of heterosexual covenant marriage. This is true in both OT and
NT’s. It is a position taught not just by Paul but also by Jesus, who upheld the OT
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teaching about sex and marriage and condemned “sexual immorality” using language that in the cultural context clearly included homosexuality.
There can be no viable case made that the Scriptures indicates any change in
God’s attitude towards homosexual acts, and not even the hint of a “redemptive
trajectory” in this direction. He is a holy God and remains implacably opposed to
all sexual acts that fall short of his holy standard. We are not at liberty to revise our
understanding of holiness to fit with contemporary cultural mores.
The idea that God has revealed a different standard today is equally flawed. The
Holy Spirit is himself God, and just as unchanging as God the Father. He cannot
reveal something to be holy today that was condemned as unholy in the Scriptures
that he breathed-out. The Holy Spirit is not a liar, and he has not learned anything
new about human sexuality in the two thousand years since the closure of the
Canon.
Ultimately Bishop Bayes seems to be willing to affirm same-sex relationships on
the grounds that they manifest love, commitment and faithfulness - as if these are
the very definition of holiness. Whilst God does indeed honour these three qualities
they do not, in and of themselves, identify what God regards as holy. No doubt
Bishop Bayes would reject the idea that incest or polygamy could be “holy”, and
yet such relationships can display these three qualities.
Bishop Bayes has become a patron of Liverpool Pride, thus manifesting his affirming credentials, but the Pride movement is not a celebration of love, faithfulness
and commitment, but rather of the sexual freedom of the LBGTI community.
Many members of that community use Pride, as they are perfectly entitled to do, to
celebrate their freedom to enjoy sexual promiscuity and their “liberation” from the
oppressive restraints of love, commitment and faithfulness as prerequisites for sexual intimacy. It is not a festival of “holiness” even as understood on Bishop Bayes
own terms. Does Bishop Bayes condone the behaviour being celebrated?
Bishops Bayes is right in his interview to stress that churches ought to welcome
everyone who comes, but the welcome Jesus gave to sinners was very different to
the unconditional acceptance and inclusion that is being advocated by many in the
church today. Jesus would welcome anyone, and associate with anyone, but his
message was clear: “Repent for the kingdom of God is near.” Sinners are only included and accepted by Jesus into his new family of disciples if they acknowledge and turn away from their sins.
This might seem bad news for the LGBTI community, but in fact it is good news
for everyone. We are all sinners, and none of us are accepted and included by Jesus
unless we repent of our sin and put our faith and trust in him. We meet Jesus on
level ground – whether we are LBGTI “sinners” or straight “sinners”. There is no
acceptance for any individual or community on any other basis, because by nature
we all fall short of God’s eternally unchanging holy standards.
I am not an Anglican, but I am an evangelical, and it is deeply frustrating to hear
Christians leaders in the public eye claim the label of evangelical, but then disown
its cardinal tenets.
If we are to stand firm for the truth we need not to be taken in by arguments that
seem superficially attractive, but which on closer examination have no substance at
all. v
13

Missionary of the Week
Arnold Fruchtenbaum
Ariel Ministries - San Antonio, TX
Ariel Ministries was created by Arnold to evangelize and
disciple Jewish brethren through Bible, theology and solid
doctrine. Over the years, Ariel Ministries has spread their
Messianic Centers throughout various cities in the U.S.,
Canada, and Israel. Missionary, Bible and Prophetic Conferences are held in churches and schools all over the U.S.
and the world where the focus is understanding the Word
from a Jewish perspective. Camp Shoshanah is a learning
facility that Ariel Ministries runs as a Bible training and
discipleship program taught from a Jewish perspective for
Jewish and Gentile believers.
From their latest posted update on ariel.org:

Fruchetenbaum Praise Reports

· For a great summer camp season: We had 13 people from Israel, and Hebrew

was strong this summer. We also had six people from Italy plus a good number of
believers from other countries.
· For how well Shoshanah is taking care of Mary Ann.
· I have started the final revisions of my draft for the commentary on Acts.

Fruchtenbaum Prayer Requests

· For my taping for the online school which will be in September and again in December.

· For my local itinerary in the USA.
· For Mary Ann’s health: Her swelling leg and bleeding problem has now continued for over a year and doctors still cannot figure out what is causing it.

Home Office Praise Reports

· Praise for a successful vision and the planning of an in-person Board meeting
hosted at Camp in August.

· Praise the Lord for excellent sales during the July sale through Ariel’s online
store.
· Praises for adding Dr. Mark Adler as the full-time director of Ariel’s online
courses.

Home Office Prayer Requests

· Prayer for clear direction on how to reach an expanded audience with Ariel’s
resources and teachings.

· Please pray for the home office as we continue to minister to our supporters and
customers as well as anyone who contacts the ministry home office.

· Please continue to pray for health, safety, and God’s spiritual protection for the
home office staff.
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Bible Reading Schedule

Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

October/November 2019

Adult
“Job” - Fellowship Hall:
Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett
“Lessons from the Upper Room (John 1317)” by Sinclair Ferguson - Youth
House: Steve Posner.

27 Luke 14-15
28 Luke 16-17:10
29 John 11
30 Luke 17:11-18:14

Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra
Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter/Kamee Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su,
Savannah Martin, Haley Bull
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie
Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary
Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls - Room 208: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade

31 Matthew 19; Mark 10
1 Matthew 20-21
2 Luke 18:15-19:48
3 Mark 11; John 12
4 Matthew 22; Mark 12
5 Matthew 23; Luke 20-21
6 Mark 13
7 Matthew 24
8 Matthew 25
9 Matthew 26; Mark 14
10 Luke 22; John 13
11 John 14-17
12 Matthew 27; Mark 15
13 Luke 23; John 18-19
14 Matthew 28; Mark 16

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Sunday Choir Practice
Cantata Choir Practice
Evening Worship

15 Luke 24; John 20-21
16 Acts 1-3

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

17 Acts 4-6
18 Acts 7-8
19 Acts 9-10
20 Acts 11-12
21 Acts 13-14

Tuesday
Joy Class

9:00 a.m.

22 James

Wednesday
Ferguson Fun Family Fall Festival!
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Free Corn Dogs
10:00 a.m.

24 Galatians 1-3
25 Galatians 4-6

!

Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study

23 Acts 15-16

26 Acts 17-18:18
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Thou Art Worthy
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lord—
To receive glory, glory and honor,
Glory and honor and pow'r.
For Thou hast created,
Hast all things created,
For Thou hast created all things,
And for Thy pleasure they are
created,
Thou art worthy O Lord.

Nursery October 27

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Shelma Lewis, Linda Walker
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe/
Myri Hymon, Bethany Humphrey
6:00 P.M.
Heather Schraeder, Tricia Sumner,
Amy Keller

Nursery November 3

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Carolyn Blanton, Lauren Wade
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Ashley Strickland, Jordan Keller/
Emily Wise, Lilly Horton
6:00 P.M.
No Service - Homecoming

If you have any questions concerning
the message from today, or are
interested in obtaining information
about church membership, please see
any of the pastors after the service,
drop a note in the offering plate
indicating your desire to talk with a
pastor, or call the church office.

›

Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

www.fabchurch.com/sermons

Ushers October 27
10:30 A.M.
Michael Walker, Billy Waters,
Johnny Bridges, Dennis Brittingham
6:00 P.M.
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe

Ushers November 3

10:30 A.M.
Reggie Brown, Ron Fowler,
Jimmy Kicklighter, Bucky Lanier
6:00 P.M.
No Service - Homecoming

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
Church Phone:
Church Email:
Church Website:
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355-0949
office@fabchurch.com
www.fabchurch.ocm

Sunday Greeters - October 27
Mary Fowler, Jeanie Groover

October Lock-Up Deacons
Jimmy Kicklighter, Jack Moore

November Lock-Up Deacons
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe

