
   

Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church 
10050 Ferguson Avenue v Savannah, Georgia 31406 

Bob Dimmitt  
Senior Pastor  
912-398-4363 
bob@fabchurch.com 
 

Tim Wade 
Assoc. Pastor/ 
Youth 
912-231-7199 
tim@fabchurch.com 

Tom Keller 
Assoc. Pastor/  
Senior Adults 
912-308-3767 
tom@fabchurch.com 

Steve Posner 
Elder 
912-704-5617 
steve@fabchurch.com 
 

Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Wednesday Night 
Supper is Salisbury Steak. Sign up in the hall! 
 

Thanksgiving Baskets & Food Pantry 
Please bring items for Thanksgiving Baskets and 
our food pantry. Thank you! 
 

Joy Class 
Tuesday, October 22, at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Senior Adult Bible Study 
Thursday October 24, 10:00 a.m 
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
Thursday, October 24, 6:30 p.m., location TBA.  
 

Movie Night 
Saturday, October 26, at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Communion 
We will celebrate Communion on Sunday,   
October 27, during Morning Worship. 
 

Trip to Myrtle Beach 
Your payment of $205 per person is due by next Sunday, October 27.  
 

Ferguson Fun Family Fall Festival! 
We are having a Fall Festival the evening of Wednesday, October 30, from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.! We will need volunteer workers. This is a fun event for your 
own families, and a great outreach to the community. Let Cindy Wise know 
you can help! There will be inflatables and games, and Corn Dogs will be 
served! Please bring candy to give out! 
 

October 20, 2019  

FABC Elders 

51st Annual  
Homecoming! 

 
Sunday, November 3, 2019 

 

Coffee Fellowship  
9:45 a.m. 

 

Morning Worship  
10:30 a.m.  

 

Dinner together afterwards 
 

No Sunday School 
No Evening Worship 

 

Invite family and friends!  
Barbecue, Sausage, and  

Brunswick Stew are provided. 
Bring side dishes and  desserts to 

share! This is always a blessed 
time to get together and catch up. 
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October 20, 2019 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting 
“Thou Art Worthy” 

Words are on the back of the bulletin 
 

* Call to Worship 
Psalm 54:4 

 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 6-7 
“Psalm 54: Save Me, O God, by 

Thine Own Name” 
 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tim Wade 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
 

Special Music 
 

Scripture Reading 
Exodus 25:23-40 

Tom Keller 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

* Hymn #256 
“It Is Well with My Soul” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 
Permission to Marry 

1 Corinthians 7:7-11, 1 Corinthians #35 
 

* Hymn, to right 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 * Hymn #442 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 

 

Prayer 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

Hymn #475 
“Redeemed” 

 

Hymn #206 
“Wonderful Grace of Jesus” 

 

Hymn, bulletin p. 8-9 
“Reformation Hymn” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Mikvah 
Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew #8 

 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 10-11 
“Now Unto Him” 
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A .M. Notes  

Permission to Marry  
1 Corinthians #35 
1 Corinthians 7:7-11  
 
 
There was an extreme Jewish view that if a man reached the age of 20 and was not 
married he was in sin.  
 
 
Acts 23:6  
 
 
Acts 26:9-11  
 
 
 
 
 
Paul, however, did not want any stigma to be attached to the single state.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Timothy 5:14-15  
 
Verse 10 - This phrase has been a matter of consternation to some because they 
believe that Paul is drawing up a contrast between his authority and the authority of 
God, and that what he is now saying is only his opinion and you can take it or 
leave it-however that is not what he is communicating. 
 
 
 
 
 
So here is the basic foundational truths about marriage-yes there are exceptions to 
this, and that shouldn’t bother you as we see that in other areas (some actually 
think that when you speak of exceptions to the rule that, that is just another way to 
speak of compromise and that is simply not true) such as: 
Heb 9:27 
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P.M. Notes  

Mikvah  
Matthew #8 
Matthew 3:13-17  
 
The mikvah/ritual bath was of great importance to the first century Jew. It was un-
derstood that if a community or village had only enough money for a synagogue or 
a mikvah, the mikvah would be built first.  
 
The one act required in all purification processes was immersion in the mikvah.  
 
The Mikvah is a ritual bath, the Hebrew word mikvah means a pool or gathering of 
water.  
 
 
Lev 11:29-37  
 
 
Jeremiah 17:12-13; John 19:34; Zechariah 13:1  
 
 
 
 
How was one defiled and in need of purification?  
Exposure to a dead body - Numbers 19  
Exposure to a person having an unclean issue - Leviticus 15:5-14  
NIDDAH – Leviticus 15  
Child Birth 
Dishes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exodus 25:8 
There was not an area on earth that the Lord could walk and talk with man as he 
had done in the Garden of Eden. The tabernacle was established, by a command-
ment from God, to provide a dwelling place for God here on earth and for man to 
commune with and worship him in a pure environment.  
 
 
 
Numbers 19:20 
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Steps for purification as outlined in Leviticus 14:1-32 
 
1. Repentance from sin, implied in the text  

2. A visit to the priest  

3. Examination by the priest outside the camp  

4. Supernatural cure by God   

5. Two sacrificial birds, cedarwood, crimson thread, and hyssop offerer 

 

• One bird is slaughtered in an earthenware vessel over spring water  

• Live bird is dipped into the blood of slaughtered bird  

• Crimson thread and hyssop are also dipped along with the live bird.  

• The offerer is sprinkled seven times with the blood  

• The live bird is set free in an open field. 

 

6. Sprinkled person must immerse all his clothing. 

7. Sprinkled person must shave off all of his hair. 

8. Sprinkled person must immerse his whole body. 

9. Sprinkled person is permitted to enter the camp.  

10. Sprinkled person must remain outside his tent for seven more days. 
11. After the seven days, the sprinkled person must again shave completely, im-

merse all his clothes, and himself. 

12. On the eighth day he must offer an guilt offering, sin offering, burnt offering 
and a bread offering. The offerer must also bring some oil to the priest. 

13. Before offering these sacrifices, the priest must purify the place of offering. 
14. The priest takes blood from the guilt offering & put some on the middle part of 

the right ear, the right thumb, and the big toe of the right foot of the offerer. 

15. Some of the oil is sprinkled seven times before the Lord, by the priest. 

16. The priest then anoints the offerer on the same places as he did the blood. 

17. The sin offering, burnt offering, and bread offerings are slaughtered; atonement 
is provided. 

18. The person is finally declared clean.  
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Articles 
The Redeeming Depression of Jesus 
By Nichols T. Batzig  
 
 The prophet Elijah was raised up by God to be singularly used in taking on one 
of the most wicked kings in the history of Israel, by withholding rain for 3 1/2 
years, by confronting 400 of the prophets of Baal, by calling fire down from heaven 
and by turning the people of Israel back from their idolatrous worship to the wor-
ship of the true and living God. Yet, he was afraid of this wicked king’s pagan wife–
a woman whose evil motives and threats threw him into a fearful, paralysis-
resulting depression. Sinclair Ferguson explains the decline of Elijah into this deep 
state of depression on account of Jezebel, when he says, 
 “There was something about the way in which evil was personified in the life of 
Jezebel that this amazingly courageous prophet who was prepared to take incalcu-
lable risks on Mt. Carmel (he was able to face 400 prophets of Baal and King Ahab 
on Mt. Carmel)–and yet apparently there was something about Jezebel that made 
him feel that it was impossible for him to confront her. So, instead of confronting 
her (and this was a grave mistake on the part of Elijah) he fled from her–Elijah was 
afraid and ran for his life. He had faced all kinds of risks before but now he was 
afraid and he ran for his life. Here’s the point: So long as Elijah kept on running, 
the very thing from which he ran was the one thing with which he could never deal. 
And for someone whose heart is set on walking in the ways of the Lord, that is a 
course of action calculated to produce a spiritual sense of both oppression and de-
pression. And so his disappointment became flight. And he was in grave danger of 
carrying, for the rest of his life, a situation that he refused to deal with out of fear 
that would pursue him and determine the course of his life from now on in.” 
 Elijah’s depression was sinfully motivated. He allowed his fear of Jezebel to over-
ride his confidence in the God who had already done powerful and marvelous 
works through him. 
 There is, in the Bible, both a natural and a spiritual depression. There is a sin-
ful and a sinless spiritual depression. Again, Ferguson explains, “In the Bible, we 
can divide melancholy and depression into two categories–there is a melancholy 
that is natural and there is a melancholy that is spiritual. We then have to divide 
between a spiritual melancholy that has a holy origin and a spiritual melancholy 
that has a sinful origin.” 
 It is probably safe to say that most of the spiritual depression that we experience 
is sinful–at least in part–due to our own sin natures. We, like Elijah, so often re-
spond to situations and circumstances–allowing sinful fear to drive us to despair, 
despair to depression and depression to spiritual paralysis. When that happens, it is 
a tell tale sign that the depression we have experienced is sinfully motivated.  
 But, what, someone might ask, would a sinless depression look like? What does it 
mean for someone to be in a state of despondency with a heart that is fully set on 
God and His glory? 
 By way of contrast to Elijah’s depression, there is the depression of the Lord Je-
sus Christ. That might (ought) to sound strange to us at first. After all, the writer to 
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the Hebrews tells us that it was “for the joy set before him” that “he endured the 
cross” (Heb. 12:2). However, in Matthew 27:38, Jesus told His disciples, “My soul 
is very sorrowful, even to death.” Jesus was weighed down with heaviness of heart 
and depression of soul when he was looking into the cup of the wrath of God in the 
Garden–a cup that he would drink to the full on the cross. Ferguson teases out what 
this means for Jesus when he notes, 
 “There are one or two occasions in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ when I think 
that it would be true to say that Jesus was depressed. In its own way it is rather 
stunning. If we don’t grasp this about Jesus, I don’t think that we will ever really 
understand that Jesus entered into our full humanity.  When Jesus was in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane, the Gospel writers, Mark in particular, use language about 
Jesus that indicates to us that he went through a period of deep depression. He uses 
language about his soul being distressed and oppressed–language that is used else-
where of the world of the first century, of people that are suffering from a deep 
sense of melancholy and a deep sense of distraction that makes it almost impossible 
for them to focus their minds on the things that are true and real. And this is what 
Jesus began to enter into as he began to enter into the darkness of the cross. The 
disintegration of human life that is the judgment of God on human sin was the dark 
valley into which our Lord Jesus Christ entered. But, notice this, it was utterly holy 
for Jesus to sense that melancholy and depression as he gazed upon what sin had 
done to the human race and what the judgment of God would do to him on the 
cross of Calvary. It was utterly holy, totally free from sin.” 
 The agony of soul that Jesus experienced in the Garden of Gethsemane is cap-
tured by the physical effects of that agony in the great drops of blood pouring out of 
his body on that cold night. Jonathan Edwards explained, 
 

“If the suffering of Christ had occasioned merely a violent sweat, it would have 
shown that he was in great agony; for it must be an extraordinary grief and exer-
cise of mind that causes the body to be all of a sweat abroad in the open air, in a 
cold night as that was, as is evident from John 18:18. ‘And the servants and offi-
cers stood there, who had made a fire of coals, (for it was cold,) and they warmed 
themselves; and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.’ This was the same 
night in which Christ had his agony in the garden. But Christ’s inward distress 
and grief was not merely such as caused him to be in a violent and universal 
sweat, but such as caused him to sweat blood. The distress and anguish of his 
mind was so unspeakably extreme as to force his blood through the pores of his 
skin, and that so plentifully as to fall in great clots or drops from his body to the 
ground.” 

 
 The sinless depression of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane is the solution to 
our own sinful spiritual depression. In this sense, we can say that Jesus’ depression 
had a redeeming value for our souls. In short, how can we remain sinfully de-
spondent when we see the Son of God sweating out our redemption as he looked 
at what our sin has done in this world and prospectively anticipated what he 
would endure under the wrath of God in the cross to deal with that sin? How can 
we not rise up to serve God with renewed spiritual strength and vigor when we con-
sider all that Christ endured for us? Oh that we would forever meditate on this pre-
cious truth and allow it to animate our spiritual service in the dark nights of our 
souls.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ralph & Elaine Elliott 
Cru - Turkey 

Thanks so much for your prayers for our recent Leader Impact conference. Approximately 50 of our staff 
gathered recently for a time of prayer, praise, fellowship, strategy, and vision casting. Your prayers were 
effective as the speakers were all excellent, challenging us in our walk with God and with our ministries to 
our Turkish friends around us.  Also, there are so many logistics involved in putting a conference like this 
together, but all the details worked together to add to the overall sense of God working among us and point-
ing us to the future. Thank you so much for your prayers! 
 
Cracks in the Wall 
We are sure there are "cracks in the walls" of some buildings in Istanbul due to an earthquake that hap-
pened nearby here last week (fortunately no one seriously hurt). However, even more important are "cracks" 
in the spiritual landscape of Turkey that we are aware of in the last few months. At our recent LI staff confer-
ence, we heard reports of additional details of amazing things that God is doing in our midst. These reports 
gave us a sense that God is beginning to soften up this hard, spiritual soil in Turkey. We would like to share 
some of these developments. 
 
Izmir 
Our LI conference translator was a lady (we will call her Elif) from Izmir. In the course of one of her transla-
tions, Elif recounted the story about how God was using her in the school where her two children attend. For 
the past seven years, she had been an active mother in her children's educational and school activities. As 
she got to know the schoolteachers and mothers of her children's friends, friendships developed, and she 
became a helper and listening ear to these people. Over time, the mothers and the teachers began to seek 
Elif's advice on various educational issues with their children. Eventually these same mothers and teachers 
began to open up with Elif about more personal issues as they grew to trust her more and more. Although 
these mothers and teachers were originally skeptical since she was a Turkish Christian, a few of them de-
sired to know more about her spiritual life. Gradually over the last two years, four ladies from this group 
have put their faith in Christ with most of the others extremely interested. 
 
Church Ministry 
On another separate note, one of our staff men is a key leader in one of the larger churches in Izmir. 
In one of our last leadership meetings, he reported that in the last several months in his church, 
about five Turkish people are putting their faith in Christ each week! 
 
Ankara 
We have a new team ministering to young professionals in this city. This development seemingly came out 
of nowhere even though we had been praying for years to have a presence in the capital city. This new 
team hit the ground running about a year ago, and their teammates are now discipling four young 
Turkish believers along with starting Bible studies with many interested seekers. 
 
Istanbul 
One of our young professional teams in the city reflected on the last year and realized that they had 
seen more new believers than they realized—11 Turkish people had come to Christ in the last year! 
Some of these aren't always immediately available for discipleship because of different factors (job changes, 
church changes, etc.) so the team leader hadn't realized the amazing things God had done in the past year. 
 Thank you for your prayers that are playing an important part in the spiritual fruit happening in Turkey! 
Your co-laborers in Christ, 
Ralph and Elaine  
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Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Job” - Fellowship Hall:                         

Bob Dimmitt/Chris Leverett 
“Lessons from the Upper Room (John 13-

17)” by Sinclair Ferguson - Youth 
House: Steve Posner.  

 

Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Savannah Martin, Haley Bull 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie 

Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls - Room 208: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade 

Bible Reading Schedule  
October 2019 

   
  1   Luke 1; John 1:1-14 

  2   Matthew 1; Luke 2:1-38 

  3   Matthew 2; Luke 2:39-52 

  4   Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3 

  5   Matt. 4; Lk 4-5; John 1:15-51 

  6   John 2-4 

  7   Mark 2 

  8   John 5 

  9   Matt. 12:1-21; Mark 3; Luke 6 

  10 Matthew 5-7 

  11 Matthew 8:1-13; Luke 7 

  12 Matthew 11 

  13 Matthew 12:22-50; Luke 11 

  14 Matthew 13; Luke 8 

  15 Matthew 8:14-34; Mark 4-5 

  16 Matthew 9-10 

  17 Matt. 14; Mark 6; Luke 9:1-17 

  18 John 6 

  19 Matthew 15; Mark 7 

  20 Matt. 16; Mark 8; Lk 9:18-27 

  21 Matt. 17; Mark 9; Luk9:28-62 

  22 Matthew 18 

  23 John 7-8 

  24 John 9:1-10:21 

  25 Luke 10-11; John 10:22-42 

  26 Luke 12-13 

  27 Luke 14-15 

  28 Luke 16-17:10 

  29 John 11 

  30 Luke 17:11-18:14 

  31 Matthew 19; Mark 10 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Choir Practice 4:00 p.m. 
Cantata Choir Practice 4:45 p.m. 
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 
Joy Class 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday  
Supper: Salisbury Steak 5:45 p.m. 
Youth & Awana 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 
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Nursery October 20 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Mary Ann Fowler, Pam Sarhan 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter/ 

Mike & Elinor Morris 
6:00 P.M. 

Janice Donaldson, Ceci Sheffield 

 
 

Nursery October 27 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Shelma Lewis, Linda Walker 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe/ 

Myri Hymon, Bethany Humphrey 
6:00 P.M. 

Heather Schraeder, Tricia Sumner, 
Amy Keller 

 
 
 
 

 
Ushers October 20 

10:30 A.M.  
Ron Fowler, Danny Roberson, 
Kelly Stanford, John Sumner 

6:00 P.M. 
Kelly Stanford, John Sumner 

 
Ushers October 27 

10:30 A.M.  
Michael Walker, Billy Waters, 

Johnny Bridges, Dennis Brittingham 
6:00 P.M. 

Joe Morris, Jay Rowe 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - October 20 
Ceci Sheffield, Lisa Rowe 

 
 
 

October Lock-Up Deacons 
Jimmy Kicklighter, Jack Moore 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

If you have any questions concerning 
the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information 
about church membership, please see 
any of the pastors after the service, 

drop a note in the offering plate    
indicating your desire to talk with a 

pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the 

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Church Phone: 355-0949 
Church Email: office@fabchurch.com 
Church Website: www.fabchurch.ocm 

Thou Art Worthy 
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord— 
To receive glory, glory and honor, 
Glory and honor and pow'r. 
For Thou hast created, 
Hast all things created, 
For Thou hast created all things, 
And for Thy pleasure they are  
 created, 
Thou art worthy O Lord. 


