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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

Wednesday Night 
Dinner is Hamburger Steak. Please sign up in the hall. 
 
Special Flowers 
The flowers in front of the pulpit today are given by the Lanier 
and Rowe families to the glory of God, in loving memory of 
Tricia Lanier. 
 
Welcome, Harry Fletcher 
Our morning worship speaker today is Harry E. Fletcher,  D. 
Min., Global Ambassador for Good News Jail and Prison Min-
istry. He will share God’s word and update us on Good News’ 
work around the world. We support prison chaplains in Paki-
stan, and Tyumen, Siberia, Russia. 
 
After Church Lunch Today! 
There is an After Church Luncheon after morning worship to-
day. Please stay and eat with us! 
 
Joy Class 
Their next meeting is Tuesday morning, March 5, at 9:00 a.m. 
All ladies are invited.  
 

March 3, 2019 

FABC Deacons 
 

Shawn Champion 433-0098 
Ron Fowler 901-409-8628 
Jimmy Kicklighter (CH) 355-5616 
Jack Moore 547-5000 
Joe Morris 398-0125 
Jay Rowe 547-5770 
John Sumner 658-4186 
Michael Walker 655-2497 

This Week at FABC 
Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice 4:00 p.m. 
Easter Cantata Practice 4:45 p.m. 
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday  
Dinner: Hamburger Steak 5:45 p.m. 
Youth & Awana  6:30 p.m. 
Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 

Cont. on p. 5 
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March 3, 2019 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting 
“The Majesty and Glory  

of Your Name” 
Words are on the back of the bulletin 

Words and music are on page 6 
 

* Call to Worship 
Psalm 145:1-3 

 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 7 
“Psalm 150: Praise Him!” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Tim Wade 
Job 33:23-28 

 

Special Music 
 

Scripture Reading 
Exodus 5:1-19 
Steve Jackson 

 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

* Hymn #442 
“Praise Him! Praise Him!” 

 

Message 
Harry Fletcher 

Desiring Fruit that Remains 
1 Thessalonians 2 

 

* Hymn, to right 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 * Hymn #175 
“Standing on the Promises” 

 

Prayer 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

Hymn #272 
“The Solid Rock” 

 

 Hymn #367 
“His Way with Thee” 

 

Hymn #294 
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Provoking & Training, Part 4 
Ephesians 6:1-4; Ephesians #120 

 

* Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“Benediction” 
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A .M. Notes  

Desiring Fruit that Remains 
1 Thessalonians 2 
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  
(John 15:8) 
 
 
Three thoughts here:  
(1) Apart from a relationship with Christ, they have no _____________ for right 

living (John 15:4-5).  
(2) Apart from growing in Christ, they have no ________________ for right living 

(Galatians 5:16-24).   
(3) Apart from the Word of Christ, they have no ___________________ for right 

living (2 Timothy 3:16-17).   
 
I.  The Scriptures Within (2:13)  
 
The Word of God brings about: 
(1)  The new ____________________________________ (1 Peter 1:23);  
(2)  ________________________________________ in the Lord (1 Peter 2:2,3);  
(3)  Principles for _____________________________________ (2 Tim. 3:16,17).   
 
The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.  
Martin Luther 
 
A Bible which is falling apart usually belongs to someone who is not.  Charles Spurgeon  
 
II.  The Saints Around Us (2:14-3:13) 
. 
 A. He purposed ____________  ________________________ them (2:17 30) 
  
 B. If You Can't Go, ______________  ______________  ______________ (3:1-5) 
  
 C. Encourage Them With ______________ and ___________ for Them (3:5 13) 
 
 Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians included three things:  
 
 1.  The expansion of their  ___________________________________ (3:10)   
 
 2.  The enlargement of their _______________________________ (3:11-12)  
 
 3.  The establishment of their hearts in _________________________ (3:13)   
 
III. The Second-Coming Before Us (2:17-20; 3:13) 
 
Video 
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P.M. Notes  

Provoking & Training, Part 4 
Ephesians #120 
Ephesians 6:1-4  
 
I. You can provoke your child to anger when you fail to demonstrate biblical love 
to your child through - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  
 

A. Impatience (not waiting for your child to finish a task or hurrying your child 
to do something that is beyond his capabilities)  
 
B. Unkindness (not providing for your child’s physical needs because you are 
too busy with your own interests) 
 
C. Jealousy (trying to prove to your child that you can do something better 
than he can)   
  
D. Bragging ( I had it a lot harder when I was your age) 
 
E. Arrogance (We’ll do it my way because I’m a lot smarter and a lot bigger 
than you) 
 
F. Unbecoming actions (purposefully demeaning your child by discussing his 
failures and shortcomings in front of others) 
 
G. Seeking to have __________________________________________________ 
Philippians 2:3-4 
 
H. Taking into______________________________________________________  
Ephesians 4:32 & Colossians 3:12-13  
 
I. Rejoicing in_______________________________________________________  
II Thessalonians 2:11-12  
 
J. Not rejoicing in___________________________________________________  
1 Peter 4:12-16  
 
K. Not bearing all___________________________________________________  
Galatians 6:2 
 
L. Not believing or__________________________________________________  
 
M. Not enduring____________________________________________________  
James 1:2-4 
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Continued from p. 1 Weekly Catechism Question 
 

Question #93: 
What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
Answer: 
Faith in Jesus Christ is saving grace, 
whereby we receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation, trusting him to for-
give our sins, and guide us to eternal 
joy, on the basis of his divine power 
and atoning death. 
Scripture: 
Hebrews 10:39; John 1:12; 6:35;  
Philippians 3:9; Galatians 2:15-16, 20; 
Matthew 14:31 

Elders’ Meeting 
Tuesday, March 5, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Senior Saints’ Bible Study 
Thursday, March 7, at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Young Adult Bible Study 
Thursday, March 7, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Sheffields’. 
 
Savannah Sacred Harp 
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will 
meet to sing on Saturday, March 9, from 
2:00 to 4:00 p.m., in the piano side over-
flow room. Loaner books are available, 
and it is a lot of fun! Talk to Dawn Stan-
ford if you have questions. 
 
Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, March 12, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Youth Gym Night: 
 “March Madness” 
Saturday, March 16, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
No Awana March 20 
Due to Spring Break, on Wednesday, 
March 20, our Awana club will not 
meet, and the busses will not run. We 
will have dinner at the normal time, 
along with Youth at 6:30, and Prayer 
and Bible Study at 7:00. 

Biblical History Center and Callaway Mansion Tour 
April 9 - 10, 2019 
$53 for tickets to both attractions; lunch included 
$89 for hotel room; breakfast included 
You will need money for 2 other meals. 
Meet at church at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, April 9 
We will return to the church on Wednesday, April 10, by suppertime, 
so sign up for dinner! 
Sign up in the hall. Money is due on April 1 - No Joke!! 

Save These Dates! 
Easter Event 
 April 13 
 

D3 Youth Camp  
 June 16 - 21 
 

Vacation Bible School  
 June 24 - 28 
 

Children’s Camp  
 July 22 - 25 
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Articles 
Can Science Explain Everything? Book Review 
By Sean McDowell 
 
 Whenever John Lennox writes a new book, I pay attention. After all, he is not 
only brilliant (Emeritus Professor of Math at Oxford), but also remarkably gracious 
in his interaction with critics. This is not easy to do when writing on such divisive 
issues as the intersection of faith and science! 
 Thus, I eagerly picked up a copy of his new book Can Science Explain Everything? 
 As Lennox notes, we live in an increasingly secular age that embraces scientism, 
the idea that science is the primary (and sometimes only) means of knowing reality. 
This “science side,” as Lennox dubs it, claims to be the voice of reason working 
hard to roll back the tide of ignorance and superstition. 
 In contrast, the “God side” holds to the existence of a divine intelligence behind 
the beauty and complexity of the world. Believers often seem surprised that others 
don’t see the world as they do. 
 Given their radically different belief systems, and the disdain that often character-
izes interaction between the two camps, many conclude that God and science do not 
mix. 
 Enter John Lennox. He suggests that this claim is not only false, but that it is easy 
to establish. That’s right, he thinks it’s easy. This is a bold claim to make, but one 
Lennox adequately defends. Let’s briefly consider four questions he addresses. 
 
Four Key Challenges 
First, is it true that science and God do not mix? Lennox responds, “If science and God 
do not mix, there would be no Christian Nobel Prize winners. In fact, between 1901 
and 2000 over 60% of Nobel Laureates were Christians” (p. 17). While there is con-
flict between theism and atheism, there is no inherent conflict between a scientist 
having faith in God. Faith in God actually motivated some of the greatest scientists 
in history. 
 
Second, is science the only way to truth? If this were true, notes Lennox, then universi-
ties would have to get rid of half their faculties from departments such as history, 
literature, philosophy, and language. But this is crazy. We all know these disci-
plines can be avenues to truth. People tend to associate “scientific” with rational. 
But as Lennox argues, reason has a much larger scope than science. 
 
Third, does science show that religion brings harm? Many atheists have argued that re-
ligion is a dangerous delusion. In reality, religious involvement correlates with indi-
vidual wellbeing, satisfaction in life, hope and optimism, greater self-esteem, better 
response to personal loss, deeper social support, and lower rates of depression. In 
fact, as Lennox notes, the positive side of religious belief is one of the best kept se-
crets in psychiatry and medicine. 
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Cont. on p. 12 

Fourth, is belief in God equivalent to believing in the tooth fairy? Lennox met this accusa-
tion while speaking publicly at a large university. To settle the issue, he asked mem-
bers of the audience to raise their hands if they came to believe in the tooth fairy as 
an adult. No one did, but hundreds did when he asked who came to believe in God 
as an adult. Some of the finest minds have come to believe in God, but none have 
with Santa Claus or the tooth fairy. 
 
Concluding Thoughts 
 Quite obviously, Lennox addresses much more than these four questions. What I 
enjoyed most about the book is his abundant use of personal stories and practical 
illustrations to illustrate his arguments. He is not writing for fellow academics, but 
for laypeople who want tools for thinking about the intersection of science and 
faith. Thus, Can Science Explain Everything? is ideal for small groups, a Christian 
high school classroom, or for personal study. 
 I highly recommend it.  
 
 

How the Catholic Church Became Roman 
by Chris Castaldo 
 
 “I will build my church,” Jesus declared (Matthew 16:18). And what a magnifi-
cent and agonizing process has unfolded for two millennia. Essential to this work is 
the formation of living stones—men and women drawn from the quarry of sin, 
whose lives now testify to gospel grace. 
 But how does Christ construct his church? One answer is suggested inside the 
dome of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, in letters six feet tall, where Christ’s promise 
is written in Latin: “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church . . .” 
Illumined by encircling windows, these words sit as a crown atop the crypt of the 
apostle himself, who is hidden far beneath the high altar, a reminder of the author-
ity given to Peter’s heir who sits upon the papal throne. 
 Martin Luther was not the first to question papal authority, but his argument 
was especially incisive. When Luther’s ideas began to congeal in 1520, he articu-
lated his concerns in a seminal work: To the Christian Nobility. This treatise was oc-
casioned by attacks from the pope’s theologian, Sylvester Prierias, who asserted 
papal absolutism with such bravado that Luther called it a “hellish manifesto.” 
Convinced of Scripture’s supreme authority, and believing German nobility to be 
sympathetic to his position, Luther, in light of historical precedent, urged nobles to 
embrace the responsibility of church reform. 
 Luther’s treatise laid an ax at the Roman institution—the social, political, legal, 
and religious conventions that undergirded Western Christendom. Of central con-
cern was the papal claim (championed by Prierias) that only the pope can reliably 
interpret Scripture and speak without error. Luther viewed such traditions as reli-
gious accretions that threatened the church’s integrity if not eradicated. 
 Looking back, we sometimes wonder how the accumulation of Roman tradi-
tion developed from the Galilean’s fishing boat to Luther’s day; that is, from the 
day of Pentecost to the sixteenth century. While the story is protracted and com-
plex, the following overview will attempt to offer some perspective, giving particu-
lar attention to the development of ecclesial authority in the papal office. 
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First Pope 
 Our story begins with a reminder from Lord Acton who suggested the best way 
to ensure the cogency of one’s position is to make the best possible argument for 
those we believe are wrong. While the following narrative is not an argument per se, 
it is intended to demonstrate that the misguided trajectory of papal authority devel-
oped rather naturally in the scope and sequence of Western history, a development 
that cautions followers of Christ in every age. 
 Catholic historians typically acknowledge that there is no straight line from the 
current pope to the apostle Peter. In the words of Eamon Duffy, “There is, there-
fore, nothing directly approaching a papal theory in the pages of the New Testa-
ment,” and from all indications, “there was no single bishop of Rome for almost a 
century after the deaths of the apostles.” 
 It was around 150 AD when the loose pattern of presbyterial authority began to 
give way to a single Roman bishop, an office that eventually developed into a mon-
archical position under Bishop Victor (189–198) and to a greater extent under 
Bishop Stephen I (254–257) who claimed some of the powers and honors attributed 
to the apostle Peter. Stephen’s invocation of Matthew 16was the first instance of a 
bishop of Rome attempting to elevate himself over other bishops with an authority 
that was qualitatively superior. 
 The conversion of Constantine, and his subsequent investment in church insti-
tutions, placed Roman bishops at the center of imperial life. They soon became af-
fluent and politically engaged potentates, acquiring the urbane trappings of aristoc-
racy. The bishop’s political influence increased when Constantine transferred the 
capital of the empire to Constantinople in 330, a move that left Rome’s bishop as 
the single most important individual in the city. But which of these bishops should 
be considered the first pope? 
 Most historians look to Leo I, who occupied the episcopal throne in Rome 
from 440 to 461. A spiritual leader and capable administrator, Leo famously per-
suaded Attila the Hun to leave the city of Rome alone, one of many acts to earn 
him the title “Great.” He was fond of being called “Papa” (father), from which the 
word pope is derived, a title that was typically used of bishops, but came to be con-
fined to the bishop of Rome by the sixth century. Leo, who understood himself to 
be a channel of Peter’s apostolic authority, insisted that appeals to church courts be 
brought to him. As “pontifex maximus” (the chief priest of a city), his decisions 
were to be heard as final. 
 
Development of the Papal Office 
 With the collapse of Roman government in the West, and the influx of Ger-
manic tribes during the fifth century, it was natural for the pope to serve as the prin-
cipal ruler of Rome. He was increasingly called upon to promote justice, defense, 
and provisions during famine—functions that one might call “secular.” Meanwhile, 
Christian rulers continued to grant estates and build large churches. The accumula-
tion of these assets by the church was a natural function of the power vacuum left 
by the Roman Empire, but it required church leaders to manage large amounts of 
land and wealth, and practice the unsavory power brokering that went with them. 
 It was at this time when the theological self-understanding of the papacy took 
another significant step. Gelasius I (492–496) moved beyond Leo’s claim to juris-
diction above other bishops by asserting that the pope’s power was superior to 
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kings. This distinction between papal power and temporal authority would prove 
significant in coming centuries when pope and emperor faced off over the question 
of who rightfully led Christendom. According to Gelasius, since popes would have 
to give an account to God for kings, their sacred power surpassed the imperial au-
thority of any emperor or temporal ruler. 
 A host of significant persons and events belong to the years that follow: the 
legacy of Gregory I (540–604), especially his missiological theory; Pepin the Short’s 
donation of territory surrounding Rome in what would become the Papal States 
(756); the so-called Donation of Constantine; the iconic coronation of Charlemagne 
by Leo III on Christmas Day (800); the intervention of Henry III when there were 
three different claimants to the papal throne (1046); the reforms of Pope Leo IX 
(1049–1054), which prohibited priests from marriage, and his mobilization of the 
College of Cardinals; opposition to “lay investiture” — the practice of secular rulers 
choosing bishops and investing them with the symbols of their authority; the Cru-
sades (starting in 1095); and Gratian’s compilation of canon law (c. 1140). Varied 
as this brief sampling is, each event in some way contributed to the medieval pa-
pacy’s consolidated power and its complex relationship to emerging nation states. 
 The pontificate of Innocent III (1198–1216) is rightly seen as the height of pa-
pal power and prerogative. It was Innocent who saw himself as operating above 
man and below God, and specifically “believed that God had given the successor of 
Peter the task of ‘ruling the whole world’ as well as the church.” Identifying himself 
as the “Vicar of Christ,” he claimed to have supreme power on earth and consid-
ered the authority of nation-states as deriving from his own. In 1215, he called the 
Fourth Lateran Council, which established the dogma of transubstantiation, among 
other doctrinal and pastoral reforms. 
While papal power reached its zenith under Innocent III, it would soon begin to 
wane. A growing tension between the papacy and nation-states eventually led to a 
conflict between Bonifice VIII (1294–1303) and the ruler of France, Philip the Fair. 
In a contest of powers that brings to mind Brussels’ Manneken Pis, Philip eventually 
emerged victorious. Having been bested, Boniface then issued the papal bull known 
as Unam Sanctam, where he claimed that “it is altogether necessary to salvation for 
every human creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff.” Boniface, however, 
could not support his claims with military force. Philip, therefore, made him a pris-
oner, a harbinger of what would come of the papacy in just a few short years. 
 
Church in Captivity 
 When the newly elected pope, Clement V, was prevented from returning to 
Rome by the King of France in 1305, he eventually moved his papal court to Avi-
gnon. This began the so-called Babylonian Captivity of the Papacy, a period from 
1309 to 1376, when seven successive popes lived in exile from Rome, just a stone’s 
throw from the French border. When Pope Gregory XI finally returned to Rome in 
1377 and died there, the mostly French college of cardinals gathered in conclave 
amid angry crowds who demanded an Italian pope. The masses got their way in 
Urban VI, but the cardinals quickly felt buyer’s remorse and elected a French pope 
instead (claiming to have made their initial decision under duress). There were now 
two claimants to the papal throne. 
 The Great Western Schism lasted forty years. Nations assembled in support of 
one pope or the other, more or less on the basis of their relations with France. The 
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Council of Pisa was called in 1408 and tried to settle the matter by calling a new 
pope, which they did in John XIII. This, however, only compounded the problem, 
for now there were three papal claimants. It took the Council of Constance in 1414 
to clear the logjam by deposing all three popes before electing a new one in 1417, 
Martin V. As a way of subduing papal power, Constance also decreed to maintain a 
general council as the supreme ruling body of the church. But subsequent popes 
overturned this resolution and returned the papal office to its position of suprem-
acy. 
 Our story ends just before the dawn of the Reformation, at the Fifth Lateran 
Council (1512–1517), where Pope Julius II dressed like a Roman emperor, donning 
a sword and yellow cape, abrogated the superiority of councils in favor of papal 
power. But ironically, it was in this very context where Giles of Viterbo asserted, 
“Men must be changed by religion, not religion by men.” 
 
Absolute Power Corrupts Absolutely 
 Having started with Lord Acton, let’s conclude with his most famous words, 
“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” What’s often 
forgotten, however, is that Acton actually was speaking about papal absolutism, a 
concern that has motivated Christian reformers throughout the centuries. 
 But this danger is not unique to those who wear the papal ring or are inclined 
to kiss it. Deep down, the trajectory of every sinful heart is to be like Pope Julius II, 
flaunting our splendid yellow capes and looking for a throne on which to sit. But 
there is only one Lord who sits upon the throne, the Lamb to whom we give praise 
and honor and glory forever and ever.  
 
Coffee Shops, Community, and Conversation for 
Christ 
By Jim Elliff 
 
 I don’t want to be so bold as to say that coffee shops and fast-food restaurants 
(I’m sitting in one now) are God’s gifts to evangelical believers, but I may come 
close. I mean to convey that the yearning for relationships is so great that various 
eateries have purpose statements to encourage people to hang around. These shops 
have a good goal in mind—to fill a void in most every human. Frequenting such 
places allows what I just now experienced, a meaningful discussion with an em-
ployee who is considering Christ’s claim on her life, without offending the establish-
ment. It permits casual conversations that build friendships over time so that deeper 
discussions can take place and real concern can be shown. That ought to make 
Christians happy. 
 When I was in Seminary, I took my first trip overseas. The trip was an eventful 
one, including some time with Edith and Francis Schaeffer in the middle of their 
years in Huemoz. I also had my first visit to Bristol, England, to see the orphanages 
that George Muller had built. I remember distinctly seeing and experiencing the 
coffee shops in the various villages in the Alps, then thinking to myself, “I don’t 
know anything like this in the U.S.” The coffee was too expensive, and that took 
some getting used to, but the idea was the thing . . . the idea of people seeking com-
munity in a frenetic hostile world. I knew there were bars and nightclubs in the 



 15 

States, something I had no inclination toward, but this coffee/tea kind of environ-
ment for socializing was a concept that I immediately loved. I still do. 
 As hard as it might be for some to believe it, several years passed before we began 
to see the first coffee shops in the U.S. In my simplistic view, their emergence 
seemed to correspond to the hunger people felt for being near other humans. For 
many, this took the place that churches should take, providing caring friendships. 
Soon there were “the regulars” and relationships got even deeper. You learn their 
names and their children’s plights and their concerns and trials and their ambitions. 
For a person like me, and many others, the coffee shop and those other WiFi-
equipped places have become the sort of platform we’ve longed for in this barren 
merchandizing maze of life, places where people can actually talk. Our church pro-
vides that (though many don’t), but the coffee shop is another such place with this 
additional value—we can talk with people who are not like us, people whose goals 
and interests are far different, people on their journey to a different eternity. We can 
share what is important to us as well as find out what moves them. The results are 
advantageous for the gospel. 
 
Eritrean Longing 
 I have good friends from Eritrea who are neighbors of ours. We were thankfully 
instrumental in the woman’s conversion to Christ, after long hours of talk over a 
few years. When the family moved to the States, she sorely missed the relationships 
in her home country. We make a mistake when we think that all comers to our 
country think we are great. We lack something: sufficient community. And most 
third world people have exceptional difficulty getting over the loss of it. Soon, 
sadly, affluence and commodities that were rare in their past win the day and they 
substitute cleanness and mammoth stores and glitz and readily-available electronics 
for what they now only faintly remember. At first, however, there is a deep pain 
that most of them feel. 
 My friend said that her husband’s mother was totally confused when she first 
visited her home from Eritrea. She grabbed her coffee cup the first morning, and 
walked across the street to a house, knocked on the door, and was greeted by the 
neighbor. But her mother-in-law spoke no English. They stared at each other and 
the door was shut. The mother-in-law couldn’t understand it. In her country, com-
munity was so strong a concept that this would never have happened, whether there 
was a language barrier or not. 
 Believers must do all they can to get into relationships with unbelieving people 
outside the churches. One such place (not the only place, of course) is on the neu-
tral ground of the coffee shop world. It is no small thing and we should be there, 
sipping and talking and building true relationships with others because of love. 
Where else will you meet the craggy old codgers who will be there one week and 
are dead the next? Where will you visit with the foreign medical student, the lonely 
college kid nobody hangs out with, the grandmother who wants to show you her 
photos, the businessman who has to have his java and bagel every morning, the 
Muslim man who sits alone, the shop owner at the city market, the athletic man in 
his workout clothes, the local Catholic priest? Where there are places to do that, 
believers should have an inbred compulsion to be there. A mentality to mix with 
the world in common places for the gospel is an essential aspect of vibrant Christi-
anity. 
 Jesus was called “a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” Let’s be like him.  
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Richard Dawkins is releasing an atheist children’s 
book 
by Paul Price 
30 October 2018 
 
 Richard Dawkins is making the news again: he has unveiled his plans to publish 
another book aimed at promoting atheism to children (he has done this before with 
The Magic of Reality). Descriptions of this book are bizarre, underscoring the puerile, 
petty and intentionally blasphemous nature of its contents; it is said to include gory 
depictions of biblical sacrifices and even of Jesus committing a murder! To anyone 
remotely educated on the Bible, the question of why Dawkins would even think of 
depicting the sinless Savior of humanity committing murder (beyond the obvious 
aforementioned desire to commit blasphemy) is a real head-scratcher. 
 This new effort comes across as more than a little hypocritical coming from a 
man who has gone on record many times railing against the ‘indoctrination’ of chil-
dren by their religious parents! Apparently anti-religious indoctrination is perfectly 
fine, showing the double standard for what it is. Dawkins claims his book is not 
about indoctrinating children, but rather it is about ‘freeing’ them from religion. 
What could the distinction possibly be, though? How is it ‘freeing’ a child to expose 
them to intentionally offensive, blasphemous imagery? 
 Dawkins’s book shows us that the battle for ideas is waged first and foremost 
with our children. Proverbs teaches us, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” (22:6). It would seem that atheistic dysangelists 
(Greek for “bad messengers”) are keen to try on this bit of wisdom for themselves in 
pushing their atheism directly to children. 
 This book raises another rather odd question: why would an atheist bother wast-
ing time writing a book for children about the fact that there is no god in the first 
place? If Dawkins really disbelieves in God, why bother spending large quantities of 
time attempting to proselytize people with his insight that God is not real? Would 
this not be comparable to someone writing a children’s book about how Santa 
Claus and the Easter Bunny are not real? If I recall correctly, Dawkins himself has 
compared belief in God to belief in Santa Claus, yet as of now there do not appear 
to be any plans in the works for Dawkins to take up the topic of Santa Claus in a 
children’s book. Why not? I suggest the real reason is that Dawkins is not angry at 
Santa Claus—he is angry at the one true God, and is venting that anger in every 
way he can think of. 
 Naturally, no book on selling atheism would be complete without a section on 
evolution, emphasizing once again the fact that evolution is the cornerstone of 
modern atheism—and showing us how vitally important creation apologetics really 
is in equipping the church to fight back against the secular propaganda.  
 Jesus said, “but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would 
be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6). Warnings like this should make us all shudder when 
we think of the eventual fate of people who intentionally try to separate children 
from their Father in heaven, but at the same time we should be motivated to redou-
ble our efforts at protecting them as the fight for worldviews continues to intensify 
in our time.  
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To the folks at Ferguson Avenue Baptist Church, 
 
 The Word of God gives true liberty for many to be-
come obedient to the truth. We sincerely thank you for 
your support of the Chaplains who work tirelessly 
among inmates in the Chatham County Jail. Your 
funds are greatly appreciated! 
 
The Board of Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia 
 

] 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 Thank you for supporting SOS. Your kind and gen-
erous gift of $1,000 for the New Local Church Fund is 
greatly appreciated and needed. We are continuously 
praying for God’s provision, and we thank God that He 
has moved your heart to sacrifice for us. Please know 
we are praising God for you and your loving contribu-
tion. 
 
Thanks for partnering with us, 
Shannon Hurley 
Sufficiency of Scripture Ministries 
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

John & Gail Conner 
Camino Global - Tulsa, OK 

John and Gail ministered at the Central American 
Theological Seminary (SETECA) in Guatemala for al-
most ten years. They now serve among Spanish 
churches  in Tulsa, Oklahoma. John is working with 
current SETECA supporters to help continue to fund 
needed projects at the seminary. John has also had op-
portunity to preach in a few Hispanic churches in Okla-
homa, and is working to disciple other men.  

Please pray for: 

1. Continued growth within the Spanish speaking 
churches in the U.S. 

2. Camino Global and Avant are sister mission agen-
cies that are planning to merge. Pray for this transi-
tion, and that it would work to further the spread of 
the Gospel. 

3. Emilio from Tulsa, Alex from Colombia, and Alex from Brazil are teaming to-
gether to renew Emilio’s church ministry. Pray for spiritual progress. 

4. Gustavo has moved back to his home country. He and his wife are together and 
they are all growing spiritually.  

5. John is working on discipleship with some in Guatemala through internet video. 
Guillermo and Gerson are two fellows learning with John. Gerson is also a student 
at SETECA. 

6. John represented Camino Global at a missions conference at John Brown Univer-
sity. Nine students specifically indicated interest in an internship with CG. Pray for 
them! 

7. Lydia is still at home and a junior in high school. Gail is looking for employment. 
John is wearing a heart monitor to investigate some instances of rapid heartbeat. 

8. John is on Facebook, and he is posting three times a week as part of a study in 
Luke, “A Year with  Jesus & Dr. Luke”. If you are on Facebook, check out his 
page. 
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Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow 

Room: Matt Coleman 
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” -    

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt 
“Hebrews” - Youth House: Steve Posner.  
Women Who Met the Master - Room 28: 

Tamera Smith. Women’s Class. 
 
Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/ Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Savannah Stanford, Haley Bull 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Richie 

Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade 

Bible Reading Schedule  
March 2019 

   
  1   Numbers 14-15; Psalms 90 

  2   Numbers 16-17 

  3   Numbers 18-20 

  4   Numbers 21-22 

  5   Numbers 23-25 

  6   Numbers 26-27 

  7   Numbers 28-30 

  8   Numbers 31-32 

  9   Numbers 33-34 

  10 Numbers 35-36 

  11 Deuteronomy 1-2 

  12 Deuteronomy 3-4 

  13 Deuteronomy 5-7 

  14 Deuteronomy 8-10 

  15 Deuteronomy 11-13 

  16 Deuteronomy 14-16 

  17 Deuteronomy 17-20 

  18 Deuteronomy 21-23 

  19 Deuteronomy 24-27 

  20 Deuteronomy 28-29 

  21 Deuteronomy 30-31 

  22 Deut. 32-34; Psalms 91 

  23 Joshua 1-4 

  24 Joshua 5-8 

  25 Joshua 9-11 

  26 Joshua 12-15 

  27 Joshua 16-18 

  28 Joshua 19-21 

  29 Joshua 22-24 

  30 Judges 1-2 

  31 Judges 3-5  

N obody wins the war against sin 
and/or persecution in the blink 
of an eye or in a single circum-

stance. It’s something we’ll be engaged 
in constantly, for the rest of our lives. 
We’re going to have to die daily—we 
need to die daily because we’re not re-
covered addicts. We’re recovering ad-
dicts, and what we’re addicted to is our-
selves—our selfishness, our desires, and 
our safety.  
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
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Nursery March 3 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Carolyn Blanton, Lauren Wade 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Ashley Strickland, Jordan Keller/ 

Emily Wise, Lilly Horton, 
Allie Mills 
6:00 P.M. 

Gena Russell, Haley Bull,  
Napoleon & Savannah Martin 

 
Nursery March 10 

10:30 A.M. 
Babies: 

Donna Martin, Beth Lewis 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker/ 
Aaron Waite, Linnea Posner 

6:00 P.M. 
Sona Bailey, Cindy Dimmitt, 

Shawn Champion 
 
 
 

Ushers March 3 
10:30 A.M.  

Kelly Stanford, John Sumner, 
Michael Walker, Billy Waters 

6:00 P.M.  
Jimmy Donaldson, Dean McCraw 

 

Ushers March 10 
10:30 A.M.  

Johnny Bridges, Mike Morris, 
Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter 

6:00 P.M.  
Ron Fowler, Cole Morris 

 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - March 3 
Leasa Brown, Becky Hendricks 

 
 

March Lock-Up Deacons 
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe 

The Majesty and Glory  
of Your Name 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The majesty and glory  
 of Your Name. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
The majesty and glory  
 of Your Name. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

If you have any questions concerning 
the message from today, or are  

interested in obtaining information 
about church membership, please see 
any of the pastors after the service, 

drop a note in the offering plate    
indicating your desire to talk with a 

pastor, or call the church office. 

� 
Video and audio recordings of the 

messages are available for listening or 
downloading from 

www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

W hen a person becomes our god, 
we lose our sense of self; we 
conform our identity to his or 

her demands and expectations in order 
to keep the relational dynamics in place. 
This is nothing less than idolatry--and in 
the end it serves us up to what we often 
fear the most—loneliness—idolatry is a 
breeding ground for loneliness. 


