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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

If you have any 
questions  
concerning the 
message from  
today, or are  
interested in  
obtaining  
information about 
church membership, 
please see the 
Pastor after the 
service, drop a 
note in the offering 
plate indicating 
your desire to talk 
with the Pastor, or 
call the church 
office. 

Wednesday Night 
Wednesday, December 19, there is no dinner, and no Awana. The 
busses will not run. Youth will meet at 6:30 p.m. Prayer and Bible 
Study are at 7:00. Because of special events on the previous Mondays, 
on  December 26 and January 2 no activities or services are planned 
at all. All services and activities will resume on January 9. 
 
Poinsettias 
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the sanctuary in honor or 
memory of someone, please contact Janice Donaldson in the office. 
 
A Touch of Hope 
Pat Beatty needs some help with A Touch of Hope on two days this 
week: 
Monday, December 17, 11—2 
Tuesday, December 18, 10—until done 
She needs help packing fruit and other items into students’ bags. She 
also needs help loading the blankets and delivering them. If you can 
help in any capacity, even for a little while, please contact Pat at 596-
6922. 
 
Senior Saints 
Just a reminder of their weekly visitation ministry on Tuesdays at 1:30 
p.m. There is Bible Study Thursday, December 20, at 10:00 a.m. 

December 16, 2018  

FABC Deacons 
 

Shawn Champion 433-0098 
Mickey Fell 920-4557 
Ron Fowler 901-409-8628 
Jimmy Kicklighter (CH) 355-5616 
Jack Moore 547-5000 
Billy Morris, Sr. 398-1038 
Kelly Stanford 441-2151 
John Sumner 658-4186 
Michael Walker 655-2497 
Ric Zittrouer 210-0344 

This Week at FABC 
Today 

Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Choir Practice 4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Choir Practice 4:45 p.m. 
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday 
Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m. 
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December 16, 2018 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting 
“O Come All Ye Faithful” 

Words are on the back of the bulletin 
 

* Call to Worship 
Luke 2:10-12 

 

* Hymn #96 
“As with Gladness Men of Old” 

 

Prayer of General Confession 
Luke 5:30-32 

 

Special Music 
 

Scripture Reading 
Acts 27:1-12 
Tim Wade 

 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

* Hymn #98 
“I Heard the Bells On  

Christmas Day” 
 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 
Choose Joy Today 

Ecclesiastes 11, Ecclesiastes #51 
 

* Hymn, to right 
“Doxology” 

Old Hundred tune 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 * Hymn #86 
“Away in a Manger” 

 

Prayer 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 
 Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7 

“Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 
 

 Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9 
“Exult in the Savior’s Birth” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

Provoking & Training 
Ephesians 6:1-4, Ephesians #117 

 

* Hymn, below 
“Doxology” 

Owens tune 
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A .M. Notes  

Choose Joy Today  
Ecclesiastes #51 
Ecclesiastes 11  
 
 
Ignorance of the future should lead not to inactivity or despair, but to diligent labor.  
 
 
 
Rejoice is an imperative  
 
 
 
 
 
 
God’s gift of life should be enjoyed, not just endured.  
 
 
 
Psalm 118:24  
 
 
 
Philippians 4:4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heb 9:27  
 
 
 
Enjoying the good things requires the proper perspective on the bad things in life. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is not a call to deny the very real suffering that everyone experiences. Nor is it 
a call to escape pain by living for pleasure. 
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P.M. Notes  

Provoking & Training  
Ephesians #117 
Ephesians 6:1-4  
 
Parents provoke their children to anger by not practicing biblical love, not consider-
ing their children as more important than themselves, and not dying to self to be-
come a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ-John Broger  
 
I. You can provoke your child to anger when you fail - I Corinthians 13:4-8a  
 
A. Impatience  
Ephesians 4:1-2; Colossians 3:12-13  
 
 
B. Un_________________________________________________________  
Ephesians 4:32; Philippians 2:3-4  
 
 
 
C. ____________________________________________________________ 
Galatians 5:19-20; James 3:13-18  
 
 
 
 
D. ____________________________________________________________ 
Proverbs 27:2  
 
 
 
 
E. _____________________________________________________________  
Romans 1:28-30  
 
 
 
 
F. Un___________________________________________________________  
Ephesians 4:29 
 
 
 
 
G. Seeking to have _________________________________________________ 
Philippians 2:3-4 
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M any Christians are thrown into prisons; we (here in America) build our 

own prison, walling ourselves in with our material possessions and boxing 
up our hearts with our greed. Eventually we can barely feel our faith any-

more, while our persecuted brothers and sisters have only their faith to feel. 

Weekly Catechism Question 
 

Question #83: 
What is required in the ninth com-
mandment? 
Answer: 
The ninth commandment requires that 
we maintain and promote truth        
between persons and that we preserve 
the good name of our neighbor and 
ourselves.  
Scripture: 
Zechariah 8:16; Acts 25:10;  
Ecclesiastes 7:1; 3 John 12;  
Proverbs 14:5, 25.  

Upcoming Seasonal Events 
 
 

Monday, December 17 
Youth Caroling  5:30 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 18 
Senior Saints’ Tour of Christmas Lights 

 

Sunday, December 23 
Adult Choir Cantata: “The Glory of Christmas” 

Sanctuary  6:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Service 
Sanctuary  5:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, December 31 
New Year’s Eve Activities 

Fellowship Hall  Details TBA 

A dmitting our real motives of 
our anger exposes us…who 
wants others to know what we 

were thinking at that moment during 
that last argument? Our anger clearly 
communicates the following: I demand 
that you love me on my terms. I will 
prove that I am right at all costs. Prov-
ing that you are inexcusably and outra-
geously wrong is one way to prove that 
I’m right, and that I’m a victim of your 
ridiculous iniquity. I want to be in con-
trol. You should obey me, listen to me, 
and attend to my every want. How dare 
you cross MY almighty will?  

David Powlison, Good & Angry 
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Music 
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Articles 
Can Christians Answer One Simple Question? 
By Tim Stratton 
 
 Why are you a Christian? The typical answer in response is often nothing more 
than a blank stare. After a little coaxing, sometimes I get answers like “’cause I was 
born in ’Merica!” With that I respond, “Oh, so if you were born in Afghanistan, 
then you would be a Muslim?” The blank stare typically returns. 
 Many in the church today cannot articulate why they are Christians. Un-
changed lives within the church, unfortunately, serve as evidence. 
 
Preaching “Your” Truth 
 The problem starts at the pulpit. When pastors do not really know why they be-
lieve what they preach, people in the pews hear it loud and clear. Attendees will 
have caught what was not intentionally meant to be taught. 
 I once heard a pastor say, “The Biblical truth is that Jesus was raised in Naz-
areth.” While this statement is true and possesses good intentions, statements 
worded in this manner often lead to postmodern views. People will have caught 
what was not meant to be taught. Some think “Oh, there is Biblical truth, and there 
is also Islamic truth, there is Buddhist truth, and there is Star Wars truth. So you can 
have your Biblical truth, and I will have my Star Wars truth!” 
 Herein lies the problem: Is it true that Luke Skywalker was raised on the planet 
Tatooine? Yes, that is a true statement. Next question: Is it true that Jesus was 
raised in Nazareth? Yes, that is also a true statement. Both of these propositions are 
true within their narratives, but only one of these statements corresponds to reality. 
That is to say, only one of these statements is really true. 
 
True Truth 
 By definition, statements that are true correspond to reality. If churchgoers sim-
ply attend on Sunday mornings because the Gospel story makes them feel good, or 
merely because they like the people in their small group, you will never see a radi-
cal transformation in their lives. This kind of transformation only occurs when one 
comes to understand Ultimate Reality (God)! Moreover, even if one kept all of the 
church’s “rules,” but did not really think Christian theism was true, then these indi-
viduals are not really Christians. 
 I have devoted my life to truth. In fact, I like to say that I am more committed to 
truth that I am to Christianity. Since I am devoted to truth, and I am fully con-
vinced that Christianity is really true, I am willing to die for my faith. Moreover, if I 
am willing to die for my faith, you better believe I’m willing to live it out 24/7! 
 When churchgoers know what they believe (theology), and why they believe it 
(apologetics), radical transformation occurs (Romans 12:2)! When a churchgoer is 
transformed into someone who understands reality and knows that Christianity is 
true, the “compartmentalized” problems of the modern church come to an abrupt 
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end. That is to say, churchgoers will do so much more than only act like a Christian 
on Sunday mornings. Rather, they will strive to live for Jesus Christ all the time—
even when no one else is watching. 
 
The Jesus View of Truth 
 I am committed to truth and since I sincerely believe the Bible is true in all that it 
teaches, I think we should read it to see what Jesus thought about “truth.” Read the 
following passages of the Gospel of John: John 4:24; John 8:31-32; John 14:6. 
 According to the last verse, the reason the Creator of the universe entered into the 
universe was to testify to the TRUTH. If Jesus has this attitude toward truth, as His 
followers we ought to testify to the same thing. If there is any confusion regarding 
Jesus’ attitude toward truth, consider Paul’s words in the following verses: Ephe-
sians 4:15; Philippians 4:8; 1 Timothy 2:4. 
 Return to the original question. If confronted by someone asking, “Why are you 
a Christian,” I hope your response is more than a blank stare. Instead, I encourage 
you to boldly proclaim, “I’m a Christian because I believe it’s TRUE!”  
 
Imago Dei and Identity Politics  
by Peter Jones 
 
 American culture is hopelessly divided over the fundamental issues that define 
the essence and meaning of life. How we think about fundamentals always affects 
how we live out those fundamentals, and so, eventually, politics becomes an ex-
pression of deeply held beliefs. The American congress is grid-locked politically 
because of the deep divide between those who affirm the rule of constitutional law 
and those who espouse liberal progressivism. We are also divided over the nature of 
sexuality (Is it a biological given or can it be manipulated at will?) and over the 
status of human life in the womb (Does the pre-born have the right to life or can a 
mother and doctor destroy that life at will?). These divisions will play out politi-
cally. 
 The cultural division is often expressed by the term “identity politics.” Deep phi-
losophical and religious considerations influence how we think of identity. These 
differences end up playing out politically. People are dividing politically over how 
we should define identity. Division increases as we claim the right to individually 
define and thus multiply our essential identities. 
 Triggers or warning statements must be provided so people can be sheltered from 
the personal offense or psychological injury perceived by an unannounced expres-
sion detrimental to their chosen identity. Universities mark out safe zones and limit 
free speech in college lectures lest someone might criticize their progressive ortho-
doxy. 
 This affects cultural morality. If personal identity becomes the one inviolable 
area of human rights to be defended with moral passion, then there can be no 
universal moral standards. This is especially true in the area of sexual identity and 
practice, which inevitably leads to a disintegration of the God-ordained family 
structure, which, in turn, eventually leads to cultural disintegration. 
 The most noticeable example of extreme identity politics is transgenderism. Carl 
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Cont. from p. 7 

Trueman puts it appropriately; in a modern form of the Cartesian cogito, a man can 
now say: “I think I am a woman, therefore I am.” If you have a male body but 
claim you are a female, then you are morally justified in claiming you really are a 
female and justified in claiming that a denial of your claim is, in fact, an act of hate. 
 In a most outlandish attempt to preserve the orthodoxy of identity politics in this 
area of transgenderism, progressive ideologues affirm that sex is “assigned” at birth, 
not before, but as Ryan Anderson points out in his When Harry Became Sally: Re-
sponding to the Transgender Moment: 
 

…sex is a bodily reality that can be recognized well before birth with ultrasound 
imaging. The sex of an organism is defined and identified by the way in which it 
(he or she) is organized for sexual reproduction…This shouldn’t be controversial. 
Sex is understood this way across sexually reproducing species. 

 
 How far will we go? In an expert declaration to a federal district court in North 
Carolina concerning H.B. 2 (a state law governing access to sex-specific restrooms), 
Dr. Deanna Adkins of Johns Hopkins University stated that physical phenomena 
and DNA in the pre-born child is “an extremely outdated view of biological sex…
the appropriate determinant of sex is gender identity.” Dr. Lawrence Mayer, also a 
scholar in residence in the Department of Psychiatry at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity School of Medicine, in his rebuttal declaration, declared: “This statement is 
stunning.” [Ryan Anderson]. This is not identity politics. This is identity mythol-
ogy. 
 As to heterosexual identity, in addition to the “right” to private pornography, and 
the numerous identities that it spawns, some now seek the real thing. In the period 
of the college Spring Break thousands of college students, the future intellectual and 
spiritual leaders of the culture, descend on beaches to express their sexual identities 
with no restraint. The local police can stop alcohol consumption but are helpless 
before identity-affirming virtual nudity, endless twerking, wet t-shirt competitions, 
and public sexual acts. 
 Alas, it is not only the “cream” of our universities that demand identity freedom 
to do virtually anything they wish. In many schools, children are encouraged to 
exercise the power to name their own “identity.” Often supported by their teachers, 
high school children now dictate what they want and who they think they are, with 
moral indignation for those who might oppose them. 
 In March 2018, the student newspaper of the San Juan Hills High School 
(Orange County, CA) published a special issue entitled Relationships and Sex. It 
began: “The following special report highlights the realities of relationships and sex 
for high school students today,” Here is the summary by the student editors: 

 Any concept that shames youths for having or not having sex is detrimen-
tal.…Now is the time for acceptance of any sexual experimentation and experi-
ences at any stage in someone’s life with anyone they choose. As long as both 
parties are consenting, mutually benefiting and understand the potential ramifica-
tions of their choices, then sex is okay. 
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 Al Mohler correctly notes, with shock: 
 

What makes this story particularly alarming is the fact that this isn’t something 
that’s been released by a think tank, a progressive liberal think tank about these 
positions that should be taught to high school students, no, what we’re getting 
here is evidence that the high school students themselves are now sending the 
message, sending it loudly, sending it clearly, sending it quite explicitly. 

 
 “Public Education is creating a disaster with our children,” says a thoughtful 
mother, Tina Marie Griffin (founder of CounterCultureMom.com) in the Washing-
ton Times (March 20, 2018). She continues, “…in every facet of our society, kids are 
being conditioned to believe, act and become anything but the critical thinkers and 
independent people of value that God created all of us to be.” 
 And our youngest children will be affected the most as an ever more radical, 
Godless ideology is forced upon them…The result of this Leftist brainwashing? A 
fired-up, uneducated Generation Z that barks on command. 
 What can we do? The false analyses and seductive lies of identity politics have 
gotten us to the point where we are losing our own children. The only way we can 
hope to put things right is to speak the truth, whatever the cost. Finally, the great 
divide in the culture is not between Democrats and Republicans, or progressives 
and conservatives. It is much deeper. It is the divide between the truth and the lie, 
between the Oneist fiction of human freedom to invent oneself, or the Twoist truth 
of God the Creator, who made us male and female in his image—this is our true 
and only identity—reflecting the identity of the Trinitarian God who, in the person 
of his Son, died on the cross to save us from our rebellion.  

F ood for thought: Ever think that there are some drawbacks to the immense 
freedom we have here in America? Here is one to ponder: so much freedom 
can increase our loneliness because we no longer have to stay in one place and 

“do life” with people who are also staying in this place; therefore we don’t make 
commitments. Why commit if we don’t have to? Why risk getting stuck in undesir-
able circumstances … 
 
Barry Cooper comments:  
“The god of open options is a cruel and vindictive god. He will break your heart. 
He will not let anyone get too close. But at the same time, because he is so spiteful, 
he will not let anyone get too far away because that would mean they are no longer 
an option. On and on it continues, exhausting, frustrating, confusing and endless, 
pulling towards and then pushing away, like the tide on a beach, never finally com-
mitting one way or the other. We have been like the starving man sitting in front of 
an all-you-can-eat buffet, dying simply because he would not choose between the 
shrimp and the chicken.  The god of open options is also a liar. He promises you 
that by keeping your options open, you can have everything and everyone. But in 
the end, you get nothing and no one.” 
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Important Musical Archaelogical Find 
In 1918, in an ancient city of Egypt, called Oxyrhynchus, a papyrus fragment was 
discovered, which later turned out to be invaluable, for on the back of it was writ-
ten a music piece with Greek letter notation, which is the hymn to the Holy Trin-
ity, thus known to be Oxyrhynchus Hymn, the oldest known music notation and lyr-
ics of a Christian hymn (believed to have been written in the late 200’s). 
 
This is a translation of that hymn from Greek to English:  
 
Let the world be silent  
Let not the stars shine their lights 
Calm the winds, silence the rivers 
Let all praise the Father, the Son and the Holy spirit 
Let all sing together, Amen, Amen. 
Let kings bow, and God receive the glory! 
The sole giver of good things, Amen, Amen. 

 Missionary of the Week 
 

Dave & Marj Patrick 
TEAM - NAMA 

Dave and Marj are working in TEAM’s North America 
Ministry Area. They recently completed a mission trip to 
the Dominican Republic. They completed construction of a 
building there. It is the only place of worship in the village 
of Bonoa. While there, they met a man staying at the same 
hotel who was there to be unfaithful to his wife. Dave 
spoke with him and he repented and believed in Christ. He 
was counseled by the team there to return to his wife. Pray 
for him!  They also help minister to 1000 people who came 
for medical help and physical needs to be met. 
 They are now back home in the Atlanta area. To contact the Patricks, you can email 
them at davemarj.dp@gmail.com.  
 
From their latest letters, items for praise and prayer: 

• Up-coming opportunities leading a diaspora ladies group Bible study – we were 
instrumental in helping them obtain clothes from our global mission storage area 
and they requested more than ‘handouts’ but to be fortified by studying the word of 
God. 

• Continued opportunities we have in mobilizing African-Americans for global mis-
sions 

• Dave’s role in a Christmas production entitled “A Motown Christmas” 

• Their book Called, Commissioned, Commended can be purchased at 
www.davemarjpatrick.com.  
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Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow 

Room: Matt Coleman 
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” -    

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt 
“Church History” - Youth House: Steve 

Posner 
“First Songs of Christmas” - Room 28: 

Tamera Smith, Women’s Class 
 
Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/Danny & Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Donna Martin 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: John & Pam Humphrey 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric    

Zittrouer & Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion 
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade 

Bible Reading Schedule  
December 2018 

   
  1    2 Corinthians 9-11 

  2    2 Corin. 12 - Galatians 2 

  3    Galatians 3-6 

  4    1 Thessalonians 

  5    2 Thessalonians 

  6    1 Timothy 1-4  

  7    1 Timothy 5-6 

  8    2 Timothy (1-4) 

  9    Titus & Philemon 

  10   Hebrews 1-5 

  11   Hebrews 6-9 

  12   Hebrews 10-11 

  13   Hebrews 12-13 

  14    James 

  15   1 Peter 

  16   2 Peter 

  17   1 John 

  18   2 Jn., 3 Jn., Jude, & Rev 1 

  19   Revelation 2-5 

  20   Revelation 6-10 

  21   Revelation 11-15 

  22   Revelation 16-18 

  23   Revelation 19-22 

  24   Luke 1-2 

  25   Luke 3-5 

  26   Luke 6-8 

  27   Luke 9-11 

  28   Luke 12-14 

  29   Luke 15-18 

  30   Luke 19-20 

  31   Luke 21-22 

G reat quote from a pastor in the 
Middle East: the problem with 
following Jesus is that you can’t 

actually do it passively and invisibly. It 
seeps through your words and your   
actions. True Christianity cannot be  
hidden or contained…Christianity is not 
just a set of beliefs; it is a lifestyle. Are 
you seeping? 
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Nursery December 16 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Mary Fowler, Kay Stanford, 

Pam Sarhan 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter/ 
Mike & Elinor Morris 

6:00 P.M. 
Shawn Champion, Ceci Sheffield, 

Sharon Boaen, Amy Keller 
 

Nursery December 23 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Shelma Lewis, Jeanie Groover, 

Linda Walker 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe/ 

Lauren Rowe, Myri Hymon 
6:00 P.M. 

Heather Schraeder, Tricia Sumner, 
Bethany Humphrey 

 
 
 

Ushers December 16 
10:30 A.M.  

Ron Fowler, John Sumner, 
Michael Walker, Billy Waters 

6:00 P.M.  
Ron Fowler, John Sumner 

 
Ushers December 23 

10:30 A.M.  
John Bridges, Reggie Brown, 

Jimmy Kicklighter, Bucky Lanier 
6:00 P.M.  

Joe Morris, Jay Rowe 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - December 16 
Lisa Rowe, Jeanie Groover 

 
 

December Lock-Up Deacons 
Jack Moore, Billy Morris, Sr. 

 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

Video and audio recordings of the 
messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye,  
 O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of angels! 
 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him; 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n; 
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing! 
 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him; 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 


