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Announcements
Wednesday Night
This week’s menu features Soup & Baked Potatos! Please sign the list
in the hall if you are joining us.

Gift to CMI

Saturday, Nov. 10
Many have asked if
4:00 - 7:00 p.m.
FABC is going to send a Fish Fry
gift to help CMI in light Montgomery Athletic Assoc.
of their recent misfortune
involving a car wreck
Sunday, Nov. 11
and flooding in their
Coffee Fellowship
9:45 a.m.
headquarters building. At
Morning
Worship
10:30
a.m.
our last members meetCovered
Dish
Lunch
12:00
p.m.
ing the church approved
sending $2,500.00. If you Ferguson Ave. Baptist Church
would like to add to this
gift, then over the next two weeks, place your gift in the offering or
send it to the office ear marked for CMI. Thank you for your love and
concern for this important ministry.

Continued on p. 5

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.
Adult Choir Practice
4:00 p.m.
Christmas Choir Practice 4:45 p.m.
Evening Worship
6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Dinner - Soup & Potatoes5:45 p.m.
Youth & Awana
6:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
7:00 p.m.
Thursday
Senior Adult Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

FABC Deacons
Shawn Champion
433-0098
Mickey Fell
920-4557
Ron Fowler
901-409-8628
Jimmy Kicklighter (CH) 355-5616
Jack Moore
547-5000
Billy Morris, Sr.
398-1038
Kelly Stanford
441-2151
John Sumner
658-4186
Michael Walker
655-2497
Ric Zittrouer
210-0344

November 4, 2018
10:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Opening Chorus & Greeting
“Thou Art Worthy”

*Hymn #209
“Grace Greater than our Sin”

Words are on the back of the bulletin

* Call to Worship
Psalm 119:1-8
* Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7
“Psalm 119 - Aleph: O How
Blessed Are the Blameless”

Prayer
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings

Prayer of General Confession

Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9
“Psalm 119 - Beth: How Can a
Young Man Cleanse His Way?”

Special Music

Hymn #42
“All Hail the Power”

Scripture Reading
Acts 23:12-35
Steve Jackson

Message
Tim Wade

2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Receiving of Tithes and
Offerings

Redemption Changes Things
Ruth 4:11-17, Ruth #10

* Hymn, bulletin p. 10
“Jude Doxology”

* Hymn #103
“One Day”
Message
Bob Dimmitt

“Accipere Diem”
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10, Ecclesiastes #47

* Hymn, to right
“Doxology”
Old Hundred tune

* All those who are able, please stand.
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

A . M. No te s
“Accipere Diem”
Ecclesiastes #47
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10
“Carpe Diem passages”
Eccl 2:24-26; Eccl 3:10-15; Eccl 5:18-20; Eccl 8:10-15

God wills that we enjoy His basic provisions-He’s the one that provides them

Martyn Lloyd-Jones - “A depressed Christian is a contradiction in terms, and he is
a very poor recommendation for the gospel. Nothing is more important, therefore,
than that we should be delivered from a condition which gives other people, looking at us, the impression that to be a Christian means to be unhappy, to be sad, to
be morbid, and that the Christian is one who scorns delights and lives laborious
days.”

Carpe Diem is a shortened version of the original Latin phrase “Carpe
diem quam minimum credula postero” meaning “seize the day, trusting as little as
possible in the future.”

3 things to keep in mind from our passage
1. ____________________________________________________________________
2. Paying attention to ____________________________________________________
3. Attend to ____________________________________________________________

With quiet reflection, our desires, fears, beliefs, doubts, and sins are given space to
surface, but none of these define us.
Remember “Accipere Diem Coram Deo”
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P. M. No te s
Redemption Changes Things
Ruth #10
Ruth 4:11-17
1. Redemption revives communities
Genesis 38

2. Redemption removes alienation
Deuteronomy 23:1-8

3. Redemption restores what was lost

4. Redemption refocuses the future
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Continued from p. 1

Weekly Catechism Question

Coastal Jail Ministry Banquet
Postponed

Question #77:
What is required in the seventh commandment?
Answer:
The seventh commandment requires
that we preserve our own and our
neighbor’s chastity, in heart, speech,
and behavior.
Scripture:
1 Corinthians 6:18; 7:2; 2 Timothy
2:22; Matthew 5:28; 1 Peter 3:2.

The banquet scheduled for tomorrow
night at Grace Church of the Islands has
been postponed. Please hang on to your
tickets, and listen out for the new date.
Please consider attending once it has been
rescheduled.

Join us for
FERGUSON
AVENUE
BAPTIST
Week at LifeWay
November 5
through
November 10, 2018
Enjoy an Extra 20% off
Your Purchase, Including
Sale & Clearance!
Excludes Willow Tree, VBS,
and textbook purchases.

Just mention your church at checkout
to receive your discount.

Stop by to check out resources for
every step of your faith journey
Savannah
Lifeway Christian Store
30 Janet Drive
Savannah, Ga 31405
(912) 352-7280
Located beside Office Max

Joy Class
This Tuesday, November 6, because our
fellowship hall will be used for the election, the Joy Class ladies will me at June
Erlandson’s home, 1310 Beckman Avenue, at 10:00 a.m. All are welcome, even
if you have never come before! Someone
is making a big salad, so if you can, bring
an appetizer dish to accompany. They’ll
eat lunch at 11:30.

Senior Saints
Just a reminder of their weekly visitation
ministry on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m., and
their Bible study on Thursdays at 10:00
a.m.

Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, November 8, 6:30 p.m., at the
Sheffields’.

Sacred Harp Singing
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will
meet on Saturday, November 10, from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Loaner books are available. This time , due to activities relating
to our 50th Homecoming, we will meet in
the piano side overflow room.

Deacons’ Meeting
Tuesday, November 13, 7:00 p.m.

A Touch of Hope Blankets
Thursday, November 15, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.,
Pat Beatty will be working on blankets!
Join her!
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Jude Doxology
Cam Huxford

Remember, Jesus brought you out of Egypt.
Remember, He has sought you as His people.
Remember, He has saved you from your sin.
Remember, remember Him.
Remember, Jesus brought you through the Red Sea.
Remember, mighty miracles that you have seen.
Remember, you were slaves and now are free.
Remember, that He is king.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore!
Remember, Jesus reigns above the heavens.
He’s coming, He is coming with his kingdom.
Do not forget, He is seated on the throne.
Remember what He has done.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore.
Amen
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Articles
Moralism is Not the Gospel
(But Many Christians Think It Is)
By Al Mohler
One of the most amazing statements by the Apostle Paul is his indictment of the Galatian Christians for abandoning the Gospel. “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting
Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel,” Paul declared. As he stated
so emphatically, the Galatians had failed in the crucial test of discerning the authentic
Gospel from its counterfeits.
His words could not be more clear: “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach
to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! As we have said
before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you have received, he is to be accursed!” [Gal. 1:6-7]
This warning from the Apostle Paul, expressed in the language of the Apostle’s shock
and grief, is addressed not only to the church in Galatia, but to every congregation in
every age. In our own day—and in our own churches—we desperately need to hear and
to heed this warning. In our own time, we face false gospels no less subversive and seductive than those encountered and embraced by the Galatians.
In our own context, one of the most seductive false gospels is moralism. This false
gospel can take many forms and can emerge from any number of political and cultural
impulses. Nevertheless, the basic structure of moralism comes down to this—the belief
that the Gospel can be reduced to improvements in behavior.
Far too many believers and their churches succumb to the logic of moralism and reduce the Gospel to a message of moral improvement. In other words, we communicate
to lost persons the message that what God desires for them and demands of them is to
get their lives straight.
In one sense, we are born to be moralists. Created in God’s image, we have been
given the moral capacity of conscience. From our earliest days our conscience cries out
to us the knowledge of our guilt, shortcomings, and misbehaviors. In other words, our
conscience communicates our sinfulness.
Add to this the fact that the process of parenting and child rearing tends to inculcate
moralism from our earliest years. Very quickly we learn that our parents are concerned
with our behavior. Well behaved children are rewarded with parental approval, while
misbehavior brings parental sanction. This message is reinforced by other authorities in
young lives and pervades the culture at large.
The child who is “raised right” pleases his parents and other adults by adhering to
moral conventions and social etiquette. A young person who is “raised right” emerges
as an adult who obeys the laws, respects his neighbors, gives at least lip service to religious expectations, and stays away from scandal. The point is clear—this is what parents expect, the culture affirms, and many churches celebrate. But our communities
are filled with people who have been “raised right” but are headed for hell.
Moralists can be categorized as both liberal and conservative. In each case, a specific
set of moral concerns frames the moral expectation. As a generalization, it is often true
that liberals focus on a set of moral expectations related to social ethics while conservaCont. on p. 12
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tives tend to focus on personal ethics. The essence of moralism is apparent in both—the
belief that we can achieve righteousness by means of proper behavior.
The theological temptation of moralism is one many Christians and churches find it
difficult to resist. The danger is that the church will communicate by both direct and
indirect means that what God expects of fallen humanity is moral improvement. In so
doing, the church subverts the Gospel and communicates a false gospel to a fallen
world.
Christ’s Church has no option but to teach the Word of God, and the Bible faithfully
reveals the law of God and a comprehensive moral code. Christians understand that
God has revealed Himself throughout creation in such a way that He has gifted all humanity with the restraining power of the law. Furthermore, He has spoken to us in His
word with the gift of specific commands and comprehensive moral instruction. The
restraining power of the law is essential to human community and to civilization.
Just as parents rightly teach their children to obey moral instruction, the church also
bears responsibility to teach its own the moral commands of God and to bear witness to
the larger society of what God has declared to be right and good for His human creatures.
But these impulses, right and necessary as they are, are not the Gospel. The moralist
impulse in the church reduces the Bible to a codebook for human behavior and substitutes moral instruction for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Far too many evangelical pulpits
are given over to moralistic messages rather than the preaching of the Gospel.
The corrective to moralism comes directly from the Apostle Paul when he insists that
“a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus.” Salvation
comes to those who are “justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by
the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.” [Gal. 2:16]
We sin against Christ and we misrepresent the Gospel when we suggest to sinners
that what God demands of them is moral improvement in accordance with the Law.
Moralism makes sense to sinners, for it is but an expansion of what we have been taught
from our earliest days. But moralism is not the Gospel, and it will not save. The only
gospel that saves is the Gospel of Christ. As Paul reminded the Galatians, “But when the
fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that
He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as
sons.” [Gal. 4:4-5]
We are justified by faith alone, saved by grace alone, and redeemed from our sin by
Christ alone. Moralism produces sinners who are (potentially) better behaved. The Gospel of Christ transforms sinners into the adopted sons and daughters of God.
The Church must never evade, accommodate, revise, or hide the law of God. Indeed,
it is the Law that shows us our sin and makes clear our inadequacy and our total lack of
righteousness.
The deadly danger of moralism has been a constant temptation to the church and an
ever-convenient substitute for the Gospel. Clearly, millions of our neighbors believe that
moralism is our message. Nothing less than the boldest preaching of the Gospel will
suffice to correct this impression and to lead sinners to salvation in Christ.
Hell will be highly populated with those who were “raised right.” The citizens of
heaven will be those who, by the sheer grace and mercy of God, are there solely because
of the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Moralism is not the gospel. v
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Is Reading the Bible a Chore or a Delight?
By Steve Midgley

A friend is currently reading Tolstoy’s War and Peace. He says it’s taken a good few
hundred pages, but at last he is really into it. It’s like that with books sometimes. They
take a while to grab your attention. Generally, the turning point happens when you finally start to care about the characters—when what happens to them matters to you.
Something similar can happen with The Book. A moment comes when reading the
Bible stops being a chore and becomes a pleasure. When, in other words, it becomes
what it claims to be—a delight, a treasure, the very words of life. (Jeremiah 15:16; Proverbs 7:1; Philippians 2:16)
That moment may mark the point a person first becomes a believer. You might hear it
in a testimony: “It was as if the words came alive”; “I just couldn’t stop reading”; “It
finally made sense to me and the effect was electric.”
But that kind of shift can happen in a believer’s life as well. It might be when a period
of spiritual dryness comes to an end. Or a major life change is approaching. Or a particular spiritual challenge. Most of us experience ebbs and flows in our devotional life,
but sometimes the tide turns so rapidly it really does feel as if we are reading a new
book.
So, here’s a question worth answering: is there anything we can do to trigger that kind
of moment? In a dry spell, is there something that will foster some new spiritual energy?
When reading has become a chore what, if anything, can shift us away from duty and
toward delight?
Well, much like my friend with War and Peace, a good place to start is to revisit our
interest in the characters. Or perhaps I should say, character. For the Bible is really a
book about one person: God. He is the hero on every page. How much do we really
care about him? So much of the time we read the Bible as if it were all about us. How
can I find some comfort? How can I get a little guidance? How can I be spiritually
strong? We come to the Bible as if it were a self-help manual, as if its prime purpose
were to help us fix our problems. But it isn’t.
The Bible’s prime purpose is to bring glory to God. It does that by declaring his excellence and establishing his kingdom and, finally and wonderfully, by bringing all things
together under one Head, even Christ (Eph 1:10). As long as we insist on reading the
Bible as if it were all about us, we will not only miss the point, we will find it dull
because we won’t be interested in the character that it is describing—God himself.
We would also do well to bring some questions. Passive reading is never a great success; but to read actively; to be full of puzzles as we come to God’s Word, that helps a
lot. Thrillers and who dunnits and mystery books are always good for night-time reading because they keep our interest even when we are tired. The Bible, too, is a kind of
mystery thriller. Admittedly it is a mystery made known (Eph 3:3), but it is a mystery
that we will go on exploring into eternity and still never really fathom (1 Tim 3:16). So
be intrigued, be puzzled. Instead of reading God’s Word to confirm the stuff we believe
already, we should go searching for the surprises. When we come to the bits that seem a
little odd or that we are sure can’t mean what they seem to be saying, those are usually
the points when God is about to show us something new; something we hadn’t previously understood. It will be dull if we treat the Bible as if it were nothing more than the
same old, same old. But the fact is that God has uncovered mysteries into which even
the angels in heaven long to gaze. (1 Peter 1:12)
How is the Bible to you at the moment? A page turner or a turn off-er? v
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Missionary of the Week
Good News Jail & Prison Ministry International
Pakistan & Tyumen
For many years, we have been supporting jail chaplains
working in several different countries. We received a summary report from one field which contained this testimony
of a prisoner who was ministered to by one of “our” chaplains.
I’m Muslim, married with 3 sons. I worked for a
plastic furniture company. My colleague and I were
dealers; delivering goods and receiving the funds. When
we saw money in thousands on a daily basis that we
had to hand over to the cashier, we thought they earn a lot and pay very low. One
day my colleague and I decided not to turn in the money but to make up a story
instead. I was not a good man. I drank, beat my wife and now I was headed to
prison for fraud.
In prison, one day I was sitting in a sad mood when a Christian man said our
Pastor is here and will see you. I don’t know why I went. I forgot that I hate Christians just like other Muslims. The man was preaching on John 8:32-36 “And you
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free...” I shouted at him but he
was calm and treated me very patiently. I was frustrated when I went back to my
cell and said I would not see him again but two days later he was back and I was
with the others to hear him. After some time I could not stop myself to confess that
I love Him Who died for me, whose love is for me and who always cares for me.
Now I know the truth and I feel bad for my past. Chaplain Shakeel is helping me to
grow in my faith and to become a strong believer so I can be strong with my family
and share the Lord with them. I believe God will teach me. I plan to go into prison
work when I get out in a short time.
We also support 6 chaplains in Russia—Tyumen. The
director there is Armen Mkrtumyan.
Please pray for:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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The boldness and safety of these chaplains in this country hostile to Christianity.
The inmates’ willingness to meet with these chaplains.
This particular inmate to follow through to work with
others in the prison.
God’s provision for this man’s family, and that they
would come to know Christ through his testimony
Armen in Tyumen. Several projects in the works there are A/V equipment for a
prayer room, repair of chaplain vehicles, and medicine for some inmates.

Bible Reading Schedule

Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

November 2018

Adult
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow
Room: Matt Coleman
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt
“Church History” - Youth House: Steve
Posner
“The Power of Words” - Room 28: Tamera Smith, Women’s Class
Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra
Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter/Danny & Kamee Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su,
Donna Martin
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: John & Pam Humphrey
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric
Zittrouer & Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary
Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach, Shawn Champion
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade

1

Hebrews 6-9

2

Hebrews 10-11

3

Hebrews 12-13

4

James 1-3

5

James 4-6

6

1 Peter 1-3

7

1 Peter 4 - 2 Peter 2

8

2 Peter 3 - 1 John 2

9

1 John 3 - 1 John 5

10 2 John, 3 John, Jude
11 Revelation 1-3
12 Revelation 4-7
13 Revelation 8-11
14 Revelation 12-15
15 Revelation 16-19
16 Revelation 20-22
17 Romans 1-2
18 Romans 3-4

A

!

s difficult as it is to trust God in
adversity, there are other times
when it may be even more difficult to
trust Him; such as when circumstances are going well. During times of
prosperity we are prone to put our
trust in those blessings or in ourselves
as the providers of those blessings. At
these moments we show our trust by
acknowledging God as the provider of
those blessings. It is the Lord that provides the regular paycheck, and the
full refrigerator. We should express
heartfelt acknowledgment and genuine
gratitude to God in our prayers of
thanksgiving to the Lord.
Ecclesiastes 7:14

19 Romans 5-7
20 Romans 8-9
21 Romans 10-12
22 Romans 13-16
23 1 Corinthians 1-3
24 1 Corinthians 4-6
25 1 Corinthians 7-9
26 1 Corinthians 10-11
27 1 Corinthians 12-14
28 1 Corinthians 15-16
29 2 Corinthians 1-4
30 2 Corinthians 5-8
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Thou Art Worthy
Thou art worthy, Thou art worthy,
Thou art worthy, O Lord—
To receive glory, glory and honor,
Glory and honor and pow'r.
For Thou hast created,
Hast all things created,
For Thou hast created all things,
And for Thy pleasure they are
created,
Thou art worthy O Lord.

T

here is infinitely more evil in the
least sin, than there is in the greatest misery and/or affliction that
you can ever possibly experience; yes, in
fact, there is more evil in the least or
smallest sin than there is in all the troubles that have ever been experienced by
the world, even more than all the miseries and torments of hell itself…the least
or smallest sin can only be washed away
and removed by the blood of Jesus
Christ.
Thomas Brooks

Nursery November 4

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Cindy Wise, Lauren Wade
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Ashley Strickland, Jordan Keller/
Emily Wise, Lilly Horton, Allie Mills
6:00 P.M.
Gena Russell, Haley Bull,
Napoleon & Savannah Martin

Nursery November 11
Homecoming
10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Donna Martin, Beth Lewis
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker/
Aaron Waite, Linnea Posner
6:00 P.M.
No Evening Service

Ushers November 4

10:30 A.M.
Mike Morris, Danny Roberson,
Kelly Stanford, John Sumner
6:00 P.M.
Dean McCraw, Cole Morris

Ushers November 11
Homecoming

Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

10:30 A.M.
Michael Walker, Billy Waters,
Johnny Bridges, Reggie Brown
6:00 P.M.
No Evening Service

www.fabchurch.com/sermons
Sunday Greeters - November 4
For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
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Mary Fowler, Jeanie Groover

November Lock-Up Deacons
Ron Fowler, Jimmy Kicklighter

