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Announcements 
Where Christ Is Exalted and the Fellowship Is Exciting 

If you have any 
questions  
concerning the 
message from  
today, or are  
interested in  
obtaining  
information about 
church membership, 
please see the 
Pastor after the 
service, drop a 
note in the offering 
plate indicating 
your desire to talk 
with the Pastor, or 
call the church 
office. 

Evelyn Reagan 
With sadness for us and joy for her, Mrs. Evelyn is home with the 
Lord. She passed away around about 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 
2. Thank you for your prayers throughout her whole illness these past 
years. Arrangements will be announced this morning.  
 
Homecoming! 
Do you want us to invite anyone to our 50th Homecoming? Send 
names and addresses to dawn@fabchurch.com asap! 
 
Elders’ Prayer Meeting 
Toward the beginning of each month, we will be sending out an email 
to those specific members we will be praying for that month. This 
email will inform the members that we will be praying for them and 
ask them to respond with any specific prayer requests they may have 
and how we may be able to serve them and their family. These re-
quests will only be for the purpose of prayer by the elders and will not 
be published or shared in any other venue unless specifically re-
quested. If you receive an email, please respond by the date stated in 
the email. If you do not receive an email in August, please know you 
will be receiving one in a subsequent month. If you have any ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to ask Bob, Tim, or Steve.  
 
 
 

August 5 ,  2018  

FABC Deacons 
 

Shawn Champion 433-0098 
Jimmy Creech 414-8841 
Mickey Fell 920-4557 
Ron Fowler 901-409-8628 
Jimmy Kicklighter (CH) 355-5616 
Jack Moore 547-5000 
Billy Morris, Sr. 398-1038 
Kelly Stanford 441-2151 
John Sumner 658-4186 
Michael Walker 655-2497 
Ric Zittrouer 210-0344 

Continued on p. 5 

This Week at FABC 
 

Today 
Coffee Fellowship 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Adult Choir Practice 5:30 p.m. 
Evening Worship 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Youth 6:30 p.m. 
Children’s Music Program 
 7:00 p.m. 
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August 5, 2018 

* All those who are able, please stand. 

Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow. 

Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen 

10:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Opening Chorus & Greeting 
“How Majestic Is Your Name” 

Words are on the back of the bulletin 
 

* Call to Worship 
Hebrews 12:2-3 

 

* Hymn #113 
“The Old Rugged Cross” 

 

Scripture Reading 
Acts 18:18-28 
Mike Russell 

 

Special Music 
 

Receiving of Tithes and  
Offerings 

 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 8-9 
“His Mercy Is More” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

We Need Our Nausea, Part 5 
Ecclesiastes 8:5-8, Ecclesiastes #35 

 

* Hymn 
“Doxology” 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

* Hymn #222 
“There Is a Fountain” 

 

Prayer 
 

Receiving of Tithes And  
Offerings 

 

 Hymn #495 
“Unsearchable Riches” 

 

 Hymn #449 
“To God Be the Glory” 

 

Message 
Bob Dimmitt 

The Wedding Vows Were Wrong, Part 2 
Ephesians 5:17-24, Ephesians #107 

 

* Hymn, bulletin p. 10 
“Doxology” 
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A .M. Notes  

We Need Our Nausea, Part 5 
Ecclesiastes #35 
Ecclesiastes 8:5-8 
 
We are responsible not only for the quality of our work, but also for our faithfulness 
to God in the way we pursue that work, and for our own good character while 
working.  
 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-16  
 
 
 
1 Cor. 5:9-10  
 
 
 
 
While we’re clearly called to love, serve, and work with non-believers, Paul says 
not to be “unequally yoked” with them.  
 
 
What does it mean to be unequally yoked?  
 
 
 
To be unequally yoked with unbelievers, then, is to be in a situation or relationship  
 
that binds you to the decisions and actions of _______________________________. 
 
 
 
 
How are we to apply his prohibition against unequal yoking? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some are able to maintain their faith in the midst of temptations and unbelief all 
around them, and others are not. 
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P.M. Notes  

The Wedding Vows Were Wrong, Part 2 
Ephesians #107 
Ephesians 5:17-24  
 
Subjecting or submitting one’s self to another is the opposite of self assertion, 
the opposite of an independent, autocratic spirit.  
 
Submission represents an act of faith.  
 
 
My efforts to satisfy myself are continually sabotaged by others who are trying to 
achieve satisfaction in the same way.  
 
 
 
In the Jewish culture a woman was treated not as a person but as a thing.  
 
 
In the Greek culture the duty of the woman was “to remain indoors and to be obe-
dient to her husband.”  
 
 
In the Roman culture, the law provided no rights for a woman. In law she remained 
forever a child. 
 
 
 
1 Peter 3:1-4  
 
 
 
Submission does not imply inferiority  
 
 
 
1Cor 11:3; Genesis 1:27  
 
 
 
Gal 3:26-29  
 
 
 
1 Peter 3:1 -The Greek word for own here (as in your own husband) is “idios” 
which by the way does not mean “idiot”. 
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Continued from p. 1 

Children’s Music Camp Concert 
Our kids in Music Camp will share their 
ministry in song on Wednesday, August 
8, at 7:00 p.m. Come out and support our 
kids as they share Christ-honoring truths 
through music! 
 

Morning Bible Study for Seniors 
Thursday, August 9, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sacred Harp Shape Note Singing 
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will 
have their monthly singing at the church 
on Saturday, August 11, from 2:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Look for the big red and 
white FASOLA sign. Come and give it a 
go! Loaner books are available. See Dawn 
in the office if you have questions. 
 

Deacons’ Meeting 
Tuesday, August 14, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Young Adult Bible Study 
Thursday, August 16, 6:30 p.m., at the 
Sheffields’.  
 

Promotion Sunday 
Promotion Sunday for kids is August 19. 
 

Communion 
We will celebrate Communion in the 
morning service on Sunday, August 19. 
 

A Touch of Hope 
Join Pat Beatty here at the church on 
Thursday, August 23, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m. to work on blankets for next year's 
round of displaced students! 
 

Weekly Catechism Question 
 

Question #64:  
What is required for the third com-
mandment? 
Answer:  
The fourth commandment requires the 
keeping holy to God such set times as 
he has appointed in his word, expressly 
one whole day in seven to be a holy 
Sabbath to himself.  
Scripture: 
Leviticus 19:30; Deuteronomy 5:12 

for Children’s & Youth Ministry Activities 

Aug 8 Children’s Music Camp Program 
August 15 Awana Begins! 
August 25 Back to School Bash! 

Save these Dates 

Back to School Bash 
Tim will have more information on this 
even later, but Save the Date of Saturday, 
August 25, for this annual event! 
 
New Women’s Study 
During Sunday School, beginning August 
26, in room 28, Tamera Smith will be 
leading a study of Abigail, using resources 
from Revive Our Hearts ministry. There is 
no charge for the study book. Please sign 
the list in the hall so we will have enough 
books. Please bring a 3 ring binder to hold 
your study book. 
 
Ice Cream Social 
On Sunday evening, August 26, the 
Young Adults will serve ice cream and 
fixin’s for a church-wide fellowship. We 
especially hope the folks involved in the 
church Prayer Partner program with 
adults and youth can chat with their part-
ners. If you would like to become in-
volved in this program, please see Tim! 

More announcements on pages 6 & 7! 
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Trip to Ark Encounter and Creation Museum 
Tom Keller is putting together details for a trip to Kentucky for 4 
days and 3 nights within the week of October 14 - 20. Travel would 
be via the church bus. Based on room prices for the moment, plan on 
$150 per night per room ($450 total, that can be split if you have a 
roommate), $60 for park tickets for age 60 and over. Wheelchair, if 
needed, is $10 for manual, and $25 for electric. You also need to 
have money for meals. There is a nice buffet at the Ark Encounter. 
They may also stop in Gatlinburg and Nashville for a dinner theater. 
You have until September 1 to sign up, which will come quickly, so 
if you are at all interested, sign the sheet in the hall! He hopes to get 
enough together to get better group rates. 

Thank you Pastor Dimmitt and Ferguson 
Avenue Baptist Church for the visits, food, 
phone calls, and cards over the years for my 
dad, Darwin Gene Turner, who passed away 
in June. Every time dad and I talked he was 
always so pleased by each one of you that 
brightened his day. He will be greatly missed 
by our family,  

Thank you again,  
Debra Jackson 

Tom Keller 
Amy Keller 

Ashley Strickland 
Rebecca Keller 

new members! 
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Music 
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Articles 

Cont. on p. 12 

Don’t Waste Your Basal Ganglia 
By Tim Brister   
 
 Have you ever heard of your basal ganglia? Yeah, me neither. But I’m telling you 
now, and I beg you, please do not waste your basal ganglia. Let me explain why. 
 In his book, The Power of Habit, Charles Duhigg talks about how habits are formed in 
the brain. There is in our brain a golf-ball size lump of tissue called basal ganglia, 
which is integral to the formation of habits. Duhigg writes how, in the mid 1990’s 
MIT researchers began experimenting with rats to determine how the basal ganglia 
plays a role in the formation of habits as the rats performed dozens of routines. Rats 
were placed in a maze with a partitioned entrance, and with the sound of a click, the 
rats wound wander up and down the maze walls, scratching and sniffing, looking for 
the reward of chocolate. Eventually the rats would find their reward. What researchers 
discovered during these experiments is that the basal ganglia of rats worked furiously 
and exploded with activity with each new sight or sound. They discovered that the basal 
ganglia was the center for processing new data with each new adventure. 
 As researchers began to place the same rats in the same maze again and again, they 
witnesses how the rats began to speed through the maze faster and faster to their re-
ward. The cause of this was an unexpected phenomenon. As the rats began to form 
new habits, their mental activity decreased incrementally. The routes became more 
and more automatic to the point that brain activity was no longer necessary. The rats 
were operating on the basis of a new habit. They began thinking less and less until their 
brain could basically be turned off, and they would habitually go about their routine 
toward their reward. 
 Here’s the explanation. During the first several trips around the maze, the rats had to 
use their brain, especially their basal ganglia, to access all the new information. With 
every scratch and sniff, the rats were processing and learning their way around. But after 
time, their familiarity with the routine made it less necessary to use their brain to deter-
mine how they were going to function. They were functioning “mindlessly” based on 
their newly formed habits. Simply, the rats had learned to internalize how to sprint 
through the maze to a degree that they did not need to think at all. The basal ganglia 
had become the repository of story habits while the rest of the brain went to sleep, the 
place where mental activity becomes automated into seamless action. 
 
Now what in the world does rats in a maze and our basal ganglia have to do with the 
Christian life? 
 As Christians, we are commanded in Scripture to not love the world or the things in 
the world (1 John 2:15-17). We are commanded to not be conformed to the pattern of 
this world (Rom. 12:2). As Jesus said, the world loves darkness rather than the light 
(John 3:19). And yet this is the world that we are born into, and whether we admit it or 
not, we are being influenced by the world. Our lifestyles and habits have been formed 
from infancy in a world whose values and manner of life is contrary to the ways of God. 
There has never been a time when we have not been “discipled” or influenced in some 
form or fashion in the system, thinking, values, or manner of living the world thinks best 
for us. 
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Cont. from p. 11 

 Over time, we have learned to have the life we want in the world, and we go about it 
with such degree of success, that our habits have taken over our actions. Our lives have 
become automated through daily routines in order to get the reward we want, the suc-
cess we desire. But what happens when someone is born again and becomes a follower 
of Jesus Christ? 
 Peter puts it this way. You were ransomed “from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers” (1 Peter 1:18). A price was paid by the blood of Jesus Christ so that you 
would conduct your lives with a heavenly reward that forms new habits in the here and 
now. Your basal ganglia is in overdrive because of the new way of thinking that corre-
sponds to the new life you have experienced in Jesus Christ (“prepare your minds for 
action” 1 Peter 1:13). You have been crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:20), and that death 
also means the death of old habits fashioned from the world. The old is passing away, 
and all things have become new (2 Cor. 5:17). 
 If the basal ganglia, naturally speaking, is so central to the formation of habits, and if 
habits are so normative for the way we operate in this world, then why shouldn’t we 
Christians be careful to not waste our basal ganglia? I’m serious about this. 
 Think about this with me. If we are commanded to put away the old self, then what is 
that old self comprised of? Is it not, at least in part, old habits? And I’m not talking 
about habits like drinking, smoking, or cussing (though they could certainly apply). I’m 
talking about habits of living that are contrary to the kingdom of God. Habits like 
spending money on an idolatrous lifestyle that we cannot afford to impress people we 
do not know. Habits like seeking first our comforts and preferences rather than the king-
dom of God and his righteousness. Habits like signing peace treaties with sin rather than 
making war to put it to death. Habits like keeping the Great Commandment and the 
Great Commission a theoretical hat tip rather than a standard by which we live our 
lives. 
 The gospel calls us to venture out in faith for the reward of knowing and making 
much of Jesus. With each new day in the journey comes an opportunity to steward our 
basal ganglia for habits that cause us to walk worthy of the gospel, to make disciples 
where we live, work, and play–those very places which were once, in futility, inherited 
by our forefathers, are being redeemed as theaters for God’s glory to shine. 
 How do we know if we are wasting our basal ganglia? Would it not be just coast-
ing through life? Turning off our brain and choosing to live with unredeemed habits 
that conform to the world and not been re-formed by the Spirit of God? Is it not com-
partmentalizing life so that the authoritative Word of God cannot confront old habits so 
that we live a lifestyle of repentance? 
 Brothers and sisters, don’t waste your basal ganglia. Let it be said that we have made 
a habit of making much of Jesus Christ.  
 

The Biggest Issue that Caused Me to Doubt My Faith 
By Sean McDowell 
 
 Growing up with a famous apologist father, I learned how to defend the faith early in 
my life. But as a college sophomore in the mid 90s, I hit a period of serious doubt. I got 
online and discovered the secular web, which was built largely around responding to my 
father’s book Evidence that Demands A Verdict. Doctors, lawyers, historians, and other 
really smart people challenged the faith I had adopted from my family. 
 While I knew my dad meant well, for the first time I really started to wonder: What if 



 13 

Jesus is not God? What if I grew up in another religion? Could Darwinism be true, and 
if so, what would it mean for my faith? And so on. But the biggest issue that really 
tripped me up was the claim that the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was copied 
from the mystery religions of the ancient near east. 
 
Ancient Mystery Religions 
 Adonis. Mithras. Osiris. Attis. As the story goes, these various pagan deities pre-date 
the historical Jesus and have remarkable similarities to the Gospel accounts. There are 
claims of virgin births, twelve followers, teachings in parables, working of miracles, and 
resurrections. Could Christianity have borrowed from these claims? 
 I look back now and find these claims incredible. But it was quite unsettling when I 
first encountered them. And because of the Internet, and movies like The Da Vinci Code, 
Religulous, and Zeitgeist, they remain popular today. 
 
Three Quick Responses 
 Thus, when I helped my father with the recent update of Evidence that Demands A Ver-
dict, I was determined to include the single best chapter responding to the “copycat the-
ory.” Here are three simple truths from that chapter: 
 
1. Christianity has Jewish roots, not pagan roots. First-century Jews loathed syncre-
tism and refused to blend their religion with others. Jesus was Jewish. And Paul had 
been trained as an orthodox Jew. He held steadfastly to orthodox beliefs about the one 
true God and would have been unwilling to compromise them for pagan mythology no 
matter the cost (see Phil. 3:5-7). 
 
2. The differences between Christianity and the mystery religions is greater than the 
similarities. For example, the mother goddess Cybele loved Attis. But Attis was un-
faithful to his goddess lover, and in a jealous rage Cybele made him insane. In his insan-
ity he castrated himself and fled into the forest, where he bled to death. Cybele was in 
overwhelming grief, so she returned Attis “back to life,” meaning the body of Attis con-
tinued to grow hair and his little finger moved. Is that a resurrection? 
 
3. Parallels comparing the two prove nothing. Even if significant similarities did exist, 
they wouldn’t prove anything. Christians could have borrowed these ideas from the 
mystery religions. Or the mystery religions could have borrowed from Christian ideas. 
Or they could have independently arrived at similar truths. Similarities alone prove 
nothing about dependence. 
 
 Much more could be said in response to the copycat theory. See the chapter 
in Evidence if you want a detailed refutation. But here is the bottom line: 
 There is no compelling reason to think the first Christians borrowed from the mystery relig-
ions to concoct the core concepts of the Christian faith. 
 Sometimes I still hear new objections to the faith. But rather than descending into a 
period of doubt (as I did in college), I know that a good answer can be found if I am 
willing to track it down.  
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 Missionary of the Week 
 

Ray & Marti Williams 
TEAM 

We received this update from the Williams on July 
30. Ray and Marti are settling into their new leader-
ship roles with TEAM and preparing for a wedding.  
 

All the family excitement is because Pamela and 
Daniel become husband and wife on 18 Au-
gust.  Rejoice with us!  Also, as you can imagine, we 
will be a bit tied up for the next 3 weeks, so it might 
be close to a month before you hear from us 
again.  We will try to let you see how much fun our 
family has when we are together, but you will have to be patient.  Thanks for the 
prayer and encouragement.  
 

From Last Two Weeks:   
• Marti and I are both doing presentations to missionaries from SAM (South 
America Mission) and TEAM beginning this Friday.  The conference goes from 
Friday afternoon till Monday night.  We are making progress with our preparation. 

• We are almost ready for the invasion from the west - Andrea and family from 
Australia and Leanne and Tristan from San Diego.  We have beds for everyone and 
the rest of the house is coming along.  We even have hummingbirds at our feeding 
station! 

• I am making some progress with my big projects.  We have made some founda-
tional decisions and I have been given some administrative help for some of the 
organizing.  I am encouraged. 

• We just booked another plane ticket for Marti so she can attend a Conference 
on “A Global Vision for Women:  Traditions, Tensions, Theology and Thriv-
ing.”  It is a week of learning and contributing.  
 
And for the coming week:  
• We leave Thursday afternoon for an overnight flight to Bogota, Colombia.  We 
have the privilege of spending 4 days with a group of dedicated missionaries taking 
the gospel to the people of Colombia.  Pray that we communicate well and that we 
are an encouragement and a blessing. 

• Tuesday, Marti has a Skype call with an African-American mobilizer with SIM 
to learn how SIM approaches multi-cultural mobilization of new missionaries.   
A week from Saturday the invasion begins.  First, Andrea, Evan, Xander and 
Teddy arrive in Atlanta.  We get to pick them up and bring them to our new house!  
And, on Sunday, Leanne and Tristan arrive from San Diego.  It will be great to 
have us all under one roof!  Thank God for our house and our wonderful family.  
Hopefully, Pam and new husband, Daniel, can join us for some of the time!  
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Christianity does not start with “Jesus 
saves you from your sins.” It starts with 
“In the beginning, God created the heav-
ens and the earth.”  

F. Schaeffer 

Sunday School Classes &  
Descriptions 

Adult 
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow 

Room: Matt Coleman 
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” -    

Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt 
“Church History” - Youth House: Steve 

Posner 
“1 John: Before the Mirror of God’s Word” - 

Room 28: Jennifer Smith, Women’s 
Class 

 
Students & Children 
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra 

Bridges 
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Klein-

peter/Danny & Kamee Roberson 
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su, 

Donna Martin 
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room 

200: Jimmy & Angie Creech 
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric    

Zittrouer & Richie Mills 
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary 

Ann Fowler, Amy Horton 
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade, 

Bobby Deloach 
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,   

Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade 

M any Christians are thrown into 
prisons; we (here in America) 
build our own prison, walling 

ourselves in with our material posses-
sions and boxing up our hearts with our 
greed. Eventually we can barely feel our 
faith anymore, while our persecuted 
brothers and sisters have only their faith 
to feel. 

Bible Reading Schedule  
August 2018 

   
  1    1 Samuel 9-12 

  2    1 Samuel 13-15 

  3    1 Samuel 16-18 

  4    1 Samuel 19-22 

  5    1 Samuel 23-25 

  6    1 Samuel 26-30 

  7    1 Samuel 31 - 2 Samuel 3 

  8    2 Samuel 4-7 

  9    2 Samuel 8-12 

  10   2 Samuel 13-14 

  11   2 Samuel 15-17 

  12   2 Samuel 18-20 

  13   2 Samuel 21-22 

  14   2 Samuel 23-24 

  15   Gal. 1-3 

  16   Gal. 4-6 

  17   Eph. 1-4:16 

  18   Eph. 4:17-6 

  19   Philippians 

  20   Colossians  

  21   1 Thessalonians 

  22   2 Thessalonians & Philemon 

  23   1 Timothy 1-5 

  24   1 Timothy 6 - 2 Timothy 3 

  25   2 Timothy 4 - Titus 3  

  26   Philippians 

  27   Colossians 

  28  1 Thessalonians 

  29  2 Thessalonians & Philemon 

  30  1 Timothy 1-5 

  31  1 Timothy 6 - 2 Timothy 3 
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Nursery August 5 
10:30 A.M. 

Babies: 
Carolyn Blanton, Lauren Wade 

Toddlers - 4 year olds: 
Lance & Julie Ficek/ 

Emily Wiase, Lilly Horton, Allie Mills 
7:00 P.M. 

Gena Russell, Haley Bull/ 
Savannah & Napoleon Martin 

   
 Nursery August 12 

10:30 A.M. 
Babies: 

Donna Martin, Kirsten Jones 
Toddlers - 4 year olds: 

Karrie & Lindsey Walker/ 
Aaron Waite, Linnea Posner 

7:00 P.M. 
Sona Bailey, Cindy Dimmitt, 

Shawn Champion 
 
 
 
 

Ushers August 5 
10:30 A.M.  

Michael Walker, Billy Waters,  
Johnny Bridges, Reggie Brown 

7:00 P.M.  
Jimmy Donaldson, Ron Fowler 

 

Ushers August 12 
10:30 A.M.  

Jimmy Kicklighter, Bucky Lanier,  
Jack Moore, Mike Morris 

7:00 P.M.  
Dean McCraw, Cole Morris 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Greeters - August 5 
Leasa Brown, Becky Hendricks 

 
 
 
 

August Lock-Up Deacons 
John Sumner, Michael Walker 

How Majestic Is Your 
Name 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic 
is Your name in all the earth. 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic 
is Your name in all the earth. 

O Lord, we praise Your Name, 
O Lord, we magnify your name, 
Prince of Peace, mighty God. 
O Lord God Almighty. 

For Hearing Impaired 
If you have difficulties hearing, we have 
listening aid devices available. Ask any 
of the ushers, or the technician in the 
sound booth, if you are in need of one of 
these devices. 

Video and audio recordings of the 
messages are available for listening or 

downloading from 
www.fabchurch.com/sermons 

Sign up for Flocknote 
Our text messaging alert system can help 
you keep up with what’s happening here 
at Ferguson. To join, simply text FABC 
to 84576. You will receive a new text 
with a link to click on, sign up, and join 
relevant groups. When you sign up, 
please include your first and last names, 
email address, and mobile phone num-
ber. Then choose which groups you 
would need notices from. Be sure to at 
least join the “Congregation” group. 
Tim Wade or Dawn Stanford are happy 
to help you figure it out, if need be. 


