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Announcements
Wednesday Nights
Wednesday, April 25, the menu is Pork Chops. Sign up in the hall,
indicating how many meals you are purchasing. Also, indicate if any
of them are for takeout.

VBS Supplies Needed
There is a list of items needed for our VBS this summer on the bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall. Please look and see if there is something
you can provide, and mark it off. Thanks!

Ladies’ Joy Class
All ladies of all ages are invited to join the Joy class on most Tuesday
mornings at 9:00 a.m. Their next meeting is this Tuesday, April 24.

Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, April 26, at 6:30 p.m., at Clyde and Ceci Sheffields’.

Youth Outing
Youth, save the date for a fun activity sometime on Saturday, April
28. Tim will firm up the details and pass those along soon.

Deacons’ Meeting
Tuesday, May 8, at 7:00 p.m.
Continued on p. 5

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Choir Practice
Evening Worship

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Dinner: Pork Chops
5:45 p.m.
Awana & Youth
6:30 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

FABC Deacons
Shawn Champion
433-0098
Jimmy Creech
414-8841
Mickey Fell
920-4557
Ron Fowler
901-409-8628
Jimmy Kicklighter (CH) 355-5616
Jack Moore
547-5000
Billy Morris, Sr.
398-1038
Steve Posner
704-5617
Kelly Stanford
441-2151
John Sumner
658-4186
Michael Walker
655-2497
Ric Zittrouer
210-0344

April 22, 2018
10:30 a.m.

6:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Opening Chorus & Greeting
“Worthy Is the Lamb”

* Hymn #50
“Fairest Lord Jesus”

Words are on the back of the bulletin

* Call to Worship
1 Corinthians 15:53-57
* Hymn #496
“Victory in Jesus”
Scripture Reading
Acts 13:1-12
Bob Dimmitt
Special Music
Receiving of Tithes and
Offerings
* Hymn, bulletin pp. 6-7
“The Sands of Time
Are Sinking”

Prayer
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
Hymn, bulletin pp. 8-9
“We Will Feast”
Hymn #204
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
Message
Tim Wade

Mara
Ruth 1:19-22, Ruth #4

* Hymn #80
“Lord Dismiss Us with
Thy Blessing”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

How Well Do You Sleep?
Ecclesiastes 5:8-12, Ecclesiastes #23

* Hymn, to right
“Doxology”

Doxology

* All those who are able, please stand.
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Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

A . M. No te s
How Well Do You Sleep?
Ecclesiastes #23
Ecclesiastes 5:8-12
First - a crowd of parasites ________________________________________________
Second - you worry _____________________________________________________
Third - you can _________________________________________________________
Fourthly - riches will not survive __________________________________________

John Wesley: “Make all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”

Job 20

John Trapp - When some have a loss in their riches, it is, as it were, raked out of
their bellies; a piece of their very heart goes with it, and they are filled with unmedicinable sorrows

Psalm 127:1-2

So how well do you sleep? Maybe a better question is how tired are you?
3

P. M. No te s
Mara
Ruth #4
Ruth 1:19-22
Prologue: Now the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. And it happened, when they had come to Bethlehem, that all the city was excited because of
them; and the women said, “Is this Naomi?”
1. But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the
Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.
a. I went out full, and the Lord has brought me home again empty.
b. Why do you call me Naomi, since the Lord has testified against me,
2. and the Almighty has afflicted me?”
Epilogue: So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess her daughter-in-law with
her, who returned from the country of Moab. Now they came to Bethlehem at the
beginning of barley harvest.
Bitterness Produces Blindness

Bitterness Provokes Blame
Exodus 15:22-24
Job 27:2
Bitterness Precedes Blessings
Ruth 1:22
Exodus 15:25-27
Job 42:10, 12
Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 15:23, 34-37
Revelation 21:1-5
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Continued from p. 1

Weekly Catechism Question

Sacred Harp Singing
The Savannah Sacred Harp Singers will
meet on Saturday, May 12, from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. Come on by to sing Christhonoring four part acapella music for fun!
Loaner books are available. Talk to Dawn
Stanford if you have any questions.

Awana Awards
Our end of year Awana Awards ceremony is Wednesday, May 16, at 7:00
p.m. Please come and support these kids
who are being recognized for their hard
work! There is no prayer and Bible study.

A Touch of Hope
Join Pat Beatty in the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, May 17, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
to work on blankets for next year's round
of displaced students!

Question #49:
What is the preface of the Ten Commandments?
Answer:
The preface of the Ten Commandments
is, “I am the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.”
Scripture:
Exodus 20:2

After Church Fellowship
There is an After Church Fellowship following evening worship on Sunday, May
20. Please bring a snack or finger food to
share. The Wises and Creeches are scheduled to serve.

Save these Dates
for Children’s & Youth Ministry Activities

April 28

Youth Outing

May 16

Awana End of Year Program

May 23

Youth & Family:
Honor Your Father and Mother

June 17

Parent/Child Dedication

June 18 — 22

VBS

June 24 — 29

D3 Camp

June 27 – Aug 8, Wednesdays

Music Camp: K-6th grades

July 21 — 22

Youth Service Weekend

July 23 — 26

Children’s Camp: 3-6th grades

August 15

Awana Begins!

August 25

Back to School Bash!
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Music
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I

n the Christian life we have a
means. That means is steadfast perseverance or endurance. The word is hupomone which
does not mean the patience which
sits down and accepts things but
the patience which masters them.
It is not some romantic thing
which lends us wings to fly over
the difficulties and the hard
places. It is a determination, unhurrying and yet undelaying,
which goes steadily on and refuses
to be deflected. Obstacles do not
daunt it and discouragements do
not take its hope away. It is the
steadfast endurance which carries
on until in the end it gets there.
In the Christian life we have
an example. That example is Jesus
himself. For the goal that was set
before him, he endured all things;
to win it meant the way of the
Cross. The writer to the Hebrews
has a flash of insight—despising
the shame, he says. Jesus was
sensitive; never had any person so
sensitive a heart. A cross was a
humiliating thing. It was for criminals, for those whom society regarded as the dregs of humanity—
and yet he accepted it. A pastor
from the early 1500’s bids us “to
despise the world, to despise ourselves, and to despise—the fact
that we are despised”. If Jesus
could endure like that, so must
we.

From William Barclay’s Daily
Devotional on Hebrews 12
(edited)
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Articles
Former French Atheist Becomes a Christian:
An Interview
by Sean McDowell
An interview with Guillaume Bignon, former atheist who is now a Christian philosopher and theologian.
Sean McDowell: How did you, as a French atheist, become a Christian?
Guillaume Bignon: I was in my mid-twenties, working near Paris as a computer
scientist in finance, playing volleyball in national league and keyboard in a rock
band, and hated the idea of God and religion. It took quite a conspiracy of many
improbable events for me to even hear the Gospel in such a secular culture as that
of France: I met an American Christian on a random hitch-hike halfway around the
world, we started dating and I read the Bible to disprove her silly beliefs, I was intrigued by the person of Jesus, then a timely and unexplained shoulder injury forced
me off volleyball courts on Sundays, which allowed me to visit an evangelical
Church in Paris (like I would visit a zoo to see weird animals), and there, when I
tried to escape without speaking to anyone at the end of the service, I was struck at
the door by a blast of chills in my stomach, leading me to turn around and walk
straight to the head pastor. He and I met and talked regularly for hours at a time,
wrestling through my questions, discovering that thoughtful Christians even existed, realizing the Bible was historically reliable, and starting to think the whole
thing could be true.
At the same time, I came to commit some particularly immoral atrocity, was
rather brutally struck with guilt, and got to finally understand the Gospel: Jesus
died on the cross to pay the penalty for my own sin; mine; the very thing that was
killing me inside. The Bible was teaching that Jesus took the penalty upon Himself,
so that I might be forgiven for free, not by my good works, not by my religious rituals, but simply by receiving Him, placing my faith in Him for the forgiveness of sin.
Amazing. I did exactly that, experienced a spiritual rebirth, every trace of guilt departed, and I have lived with that freeing reality ever since. I then ended up moving
to New York, studying in seminary for a Masters in NT studies, and eventually a
PhD in philosophical theology. This is the very brief story of how God takes a
French atheist who hates religion, breaks all his defenses, and turns him into a
Christian theologian.
McDowell: What role did apologetics play in your conversion? Did you find any particular facts or evidences compelling?
Bignon: I didn’t have the language for this at the time, the word ‘apologetics’ never
came up in my conversations with that Pastor in France, but we were clearly en10

gaged in the process of asking thoughtful questions about the faith, and he was providing consistent answers from his biblical worldview.
An important piece I came to understand prior to my conversion was that my
standard of proof was completely unrealistic. I wanted airtight proof before I
could believe in God, and I came to realize almost none of the things I knew in
life enjoyed this kind of support: my name, my date of birth, the reality of the
outside world, the existence of other people, and a multitude of other things I
was yet fully rational in believing. So my expectations about God suffered from
a double standard.
Prior to my conversion, I also came to realize the existence of God wasn’t so conflicting with science as I had presupposed, and through my experience of immorality and guilt, I came to suspect an atheist worldview didn’t fit right with objective
good and evil (I only later on came to learn this was called the moral argument for
the existence of God).
Finally, apologetics was very present right after my conversion experience, to
ground me in the faith, and think logically about my newly found Christian beliefs.
It was all extremely helpful, even to understand what the Bible says, let alone providing reasons why it’s true.
McDowell: How was your life different after becoming a believer?
Bignon: As I mentioned, the Gospel meant that my guilt was gone. I felt a real freedom, a liberating joy of knowing that my past wrongdoing wouldn’t be held against
me, and that the God who created the universe had revealed Himself to me, loved
me while I was still a sinner, and saved me in spite of me. That was and still is
amazing.
I also came to have an objective purpose in life. I knew I was called to share this
good news with folks who, like I did before, have never heard it, or think this is
intellectual suicide. I have seen God equip me to provide thoughtful answers. That
is also another strange thing that happened: I used to hate reading. I never read a
book in my life that wasn’t mandatory for school. And after my conversion, I
couldn’t stop, and read all I could get my hands on, to learn about the faith, the
Bible, philosophy, logic, history, anything related to questions or objections about
God, and I was hooked.
Finally, of course, my view of morality changed on several important points, particularly about women, where I came to understand God’s purpose in marriage.
That girl I had met turned out not to be meant for me, we broke up shortly after I
moved to New York, and I eventually met a wonderful American Christian woman
named Katherine, a multitalented fashion designer who had lived a year in France
and met there while visiting my Pastor friend. We got married in 2010 and have
now 3 babies aged 3, 1.5, and 3 month old. Life is busy but so good.
McDowell: What advice do you have for Christians to better engage their atheist or non
-christian friends?
Bignon: There are too many things to say to be exhaustive, but let me give one
tip: never assume that your hearer knows the Gospel. Between my French family and
Cont. on p. 12
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friends, and my work on Wall Street, I meet tons of people, grownups, who have a
surface level understanding of religions, but are absolutely clueless about what the
Bible teaches in answer to the question “what must a sinner do to be saved?”
I myself lived through age 25 without ever having heard that the Bible teaches
sinners are saved by faith and not by works. I was stunned, and it took me a while
to even process it: Heaven is for free? Given as a gift to those who would just repent
of their sins and place their faith in Jesus? Amazing. So here is my tip: early on in
your conversations, make sure you say something like this: “let’s leave aside the
arguments and reasons to think it’s true, I’m not yet trying to convince you that it’s
a correct teaching, but let me explain to you very briefly what Christianity
even teaches, what the Christian view is.” And proceed to tell them the Gospel (of
course you need to be able to do just that, so prepare yourself to explain it clearly
and Biblically).
I have done this over and over again, and have surprised more than a few listeners. And how do I know they get it? Because without fail, the first thing out of their
mouth is Paul’s very anticipated objection straight out of Romans: “if salvation is
by faith, why not go on sinning?” Proceed to answer that too, but rest assured
that now, they get it; they get just how shocking the Gospel is, and you’re prepared
to discuss its merits.
McDowell: What is your hope and goals for your country France?
Bignon: My hope is that the Gospel would come to be known, if not embraced. As
I mentioned above, I spent 25 years in France without ever being told that salvation
is by faith in Christ and not by works. And even that had to happen through a very
unlikely set of circumstances. I want the French to be told this good news. v

Spiritual Depression is Coming for You
by Jared Musgrove

If you’ve been a Christian believer for any amount of time, you’re familiar with
the feeling:
It's like you’re . . . off. Foggy. You’re not connecting with God, even after you’ve
asked Him to search your heart and reveal to you any unconfessed or secret sin.
You are praying your guts out (or perhaps just exhausted from trying to). You read
the Scriptures hoping to feel real again but can’t get past a verse or two. Your relationships are going well enough, but you feel distant and disconnected from everyone. There’s no reason to be in a desert, but here you find yourself. Wandering
and wondering.
And you are not alone.
What you are experiencing is a reality of the Christian life. It is spiritual depression. And it affects us all at one point or another. Most likely at several points.
I experienced this particular feeling five years ago. I realized something
in me was “off.” And there seemed to be no reason for feeling in a funk.
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My first sign of hope came from my reading Scripture, specifically from the transcript of Christ’s temptation in Luke 4. I noticed Jesus was “led by the Spirit in the
desert.” He didn’t do anything to get Himself there. The Holy Spirit led the Lord
Himself into the desert for a specific purpose. This set me on a journey to find out
more.
I soon learned that I was not alone in facing what is defined as spiritual depression: “The fact remains,” D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones begins in his book Spiritual Depression, “that there are large numbers of Christian people who give the impression
of being unhappy. They are cast down, their souls are ‘disquieted within them’, and
it is because of that that I am calling attention to the subject.”
Spiritual depression is a part of the Christian life. Lloyd-Jones puts it this way:
You cannot isolate the spiritual from the physical for we are body, mind
and spirit. The greatest and the best Christians when they are physically
weak are more prone to an attack of spiritual depression than at any other
time and there are great illustrations of this in the Scriptures.
This is evidenced in the history of the people of God going all the way back to the
Old and New Testaments. Lloyd-Jones describes the heroes of the Bible as “noble
souls struggling with their problems and themselves.”
Being pointed continually back to Scripture started the process of getting to the
root of my own spiritual depression. Lloyd-Jones also called me out in distinguishing that there are certain personalities who are hard on themselves, given to unhealthy introspection. He writes:
Some of us by nature, and by the very type to which we belong, are more
given to this spiritual disease called spiritual depression than others. We
belong to the same company as Jeremiah, and John the Baptist, Paul and
Luther and many others. A great company! Yes, but you cannot belong to
it without being unusually subject to this particular type of trial.
This kind of insight and counsel pervades the book. It helped me better know
how I was knit together and granted me impetus to wage good warfare for the sake
of my joy in Him.
Whether the source of spiritual depression is external (state of the world, opposition to truth, suffering) or internal (covetousness, vicarious living, etc.), there are
large numbers of Christian people living in it, appearing unhappy to our fallen
world. And in this, there is no joy for the Christian or display of Christ to the lost.
Lloyd-Jones defines in his book an important and vital issue most Christians face
but never really understand or defeat because they are blinded to it. I’m thankful for
God’s use of this pastor’s writing to lead me in diagnosing and combating an all-too
-common yet subversive threat to my joy in Christ. May the Lord use Pastor LloydJones to lead you on a similar exodus. v

A

real church as set forth in the NT is not a support group. It’s not a social club
or a counseling center. It’s a family of redeemed sinners who have God as
their Father through their union with Jesus Christ. It’s a body knit together by the
Holy Spirit so that together all are built up and strengthened and loved. Church is
God’s idea.
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Missionary of the Week
Daugali & Carlota Adam
Gospelink - Mozambique
Gospelink endeavors to equip local pastors to minister
to their own tribes and neighborhoods. Daugalasi and
Carlota Adam, along with their five children, are
working in their home country of Mozambique. From
their biographical materials, Daugalasi shares:

For many years before I knew God, I served my
parents' gods. I consulted witch doctors who guided
my life with lies and encouraged me to participate
in traditional dances which led to sinful ways. I
spent almost twelve years serving these false gods.
But during that time I was also listening to Christian messages on the radio. Through these messages
I realized that I was serving false and powerless
gods, and I needed someone to set me free. I began to feel that I was missing something, so I decided to go to church. I heard a message about Nicodemus that
touched my heart. When the invitation was given, I received Christ as my Savior.
After that I had joy in my heart. God gave me peace of mind. I stopped serving
false gods because I realized that there is only one true God that sent His Son to die
for my sins.
When my wife, Carlota, and I got married, we were not saved. She also had some
problems even though she grew up in a Christian family. She would drink and also
go out with many other men. But she remembered what her parents had taught her
about God. Carlota realized that she needed someone who could save her. One
Sunday after her father preached a message, she confessed her sin and received
Christ as her Savior. After that, my wife became a faithful lady who brings joy to
those around her. She helps me with evangelism and ministers to the ladies.
After my salvation I spent a lot of time reading the Bible. People at my church told
me that I was able to explain spiritual things so that they could understand them
well. I realized that it was not my wisdom, but the Holy Spirit who was helping me.
I wanted to be used of God for His glory. I received training for the ministry and
am now serving God as He leads.
Please pray for these items:
1. Christian radio stations that are spreading the gospel in all corners of the world.
2. Continued wisdom from God and His Word as Daugalasi teaches his congregation.
3. His family to continue serving the Lord alongside him.
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Bible Reading Schedule

Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

April 2018

Adult
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow
Room: Matt Coleman
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt
“The Gospel of Luke” - Youth House:
Steve Posner
“1 John: Before the Mirror of God’s Word” Room 28: Jennifer Smith, Women’s
Class

1 Hosea 5-7 & 1 Corinth. 1
2 Hosea 8-10 & 1 Corinth. 2-3
3 Hosea 11-12 & 1 Corinth. 4-6
4 Hosea 13-14 & 1 Corinth. 7-8
5 1 Corinthians 9-11
6 Joel 1-2 & 1 Corinthians 12
7 Joel 3 & 1 Corinthians 13-14

Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford & Saundra
Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth Kleinpeter/Danny & Kamee Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan Su,
Donna Martin
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: Jimmy & Angie Creech
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric
Zittrouer & Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Mary
Ann Fowler, Amy Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade

8 1 Corinthians 15-16 & Jude
9 Lamentations 1-2 & Titus 1-3
10 Lamentations 3 & 2 Corin. 1
11 Lament. 4-5 & 2 Corin. 2-3
12 2 Corinthians 4-8
13 Amos 1-3 & 2 Corinth. 9-10
14 Amos 4-6 & 2 Corinth. 11
15 Amos 7-9 & 2 Corinth. 12-13
16 Obadiah & 1 Thessa. 1-5
17 Jonah & 2 Thessalonians 1-3
18 Micah 1-4 & 1 Timothy 1
19 Micah 5-7 & 1 Timothy 2-3

Levels of punishment in Hell:

20 Nahum 1-2 & 1 Timothy 4-6
21 Nahum 3 & 2 Timothy 1-4
22 Habakkuk & Philemon
23 Zephaniah 1 & Hebrews 1-2
24 Haggai & Hebrews 3-5
25 Zechariah 1-3 & Hebrews 6-7
26 Zechariah 4-7 & Hebrews 8-9
27 Zechariah 8-9 & Hebrews 10
28 Zech. 10-12 & Hebrews 11
29 Zech. 13-14 & Heb. 12-13

!

Acts 1:25:
Judas is said to be in “his own place.”
Matt 23:15:
Pharisee’s converts were said to be
“twice the sons of Hell” as their mentors.
Matt 11:23-24:
Some will suffer more than those from
Sodom.
Luke 12:42-48:
Some receive few blows while some will
suffer many.
Note that the degree of punishment is
not based on how much or what kind
of sin you committed, but the appraisal
is based on how much truth had been
revealed to you.

30 Malachi & James 1
15

Worthy Is the Lamb
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain;
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain,
to receive
Power and riches and wisdom and
strength
Honor and glory and blessing!
Worthy is the Lamb,
Worthy is the Lamb,
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.
Worthy is the Lamb!

Sign up for Flocknote
Our text messaging alert system can help
you keep up with what’s happening here
at Ferguson. To join, simply text FABC
to 84576. You will receive a new text
with a link to click on, sign up, and join
relevant groups. When you sign up,
please include your first and last names,
email address, and mobile phone number. Then choose which groups you
would need notices from. Be sure to at
least join the “Congregation” group.
Tim Wade or Dawn Stanford are happy
to help you figure it out, if need be.

Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

www.fabchurch.com/sermons

Nursery April 22
10:30 A.M.

Babies:

Shelma Lewis, Jeanie Groover
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Lisa & Addisyn Rowe/
Kaitlyn & Lauren Rowe, Cindy Wise

6:00 P.M.

Jim & Heather Schraeder/
Tricia Sumner, Bethany Humphrey

Nursery April 29
10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Susan Su, Kay Stanford
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Justin & Alex Pinckney/
Barbara Mason, Anna Wedincamp
6:00 P.M.
Charles & Cindy Wise/
Dawn Stanford, Angela Creech

Ushers April 22

10:30 A.M.
Mike Morris, Michael Walker,
Billy Waters, Johnny Bridges
6:00 P.M.
Dean McCraw, Cole Morris

Ushers April 29
10:30 A.M.
Johnny Bridges, Reggie Brown,
Jimmy Kicklighter, Bucky Lanier
6:00 P.M.
Joe Morris, Jay Rowe

Sunday Greeters - April 22
Leasa Brown, Becky Hendricks

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
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April Lock-Up Deacons
Jimmy Creech, Mickey Fell

