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Announcements
Deacons’ Meeting
Tuesday, July 11, at 7:00 p.m.

Youth Service Day
On Saturday, July 15, the youth will be serving the members of
the church in various projects. If you have a project, or know of
someone who could use an extra hand around their property,
please let Tim know. The youth will leave the church at 9:00 A.M.
and will return once the work is finished. Any volunteers will be
served lunch.

Congregational Meeting
Quarterly meeting, Sunday, July 16, time TBA.

If you have any
questions
concerning the
message from
today, or are
interested in
obtaining
information
about church
membership,
please see the
Pastor after the
service, drop a
note in the
offering plate
indicating your
desire to talk
with the Pastor,
or call the
church office.

Senior Saints
They are travelling to Hilton Head for shopping and lunch on
Tuesday, July 18. Sign the list in the hall, and meet here at the
church at 9:15 a.m.

Young Adult Bible Study
Thursday, July 20, 7:00 p.m., at the Sheffields’.
Cont. on p. 5

This Week at FABC
Today
Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Adult Choir Practice
Evening Worship

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Youth
6:30 p.m.
Children’s Music Camp 7:00 p.m.
Prayer & Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

FABC Deacons
Shawn Champion
433-0098
Bobby Deloach (CH) 667-8867
Mickey Fell
920-4557
Ron Fowler
901-409-8628
Jimmy Kicklighter
355-5616
Jack Moore
547-5000
Billy Morris, Sr.
398-1038
Joe Morris
398-0125
Steve Posner
704-5617
Kelly Stanford
441-2151
Michael Walker
655-2497
Ric Zittrouer
210-0344

Ju ly 9 , 2 0 1 7
10:30 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Welcome and Announcements

* Opening Chorus & Greeting
“Come and Sing”

* Hymn #210
“Saved by the Blood”

Bulletin, pages 6-7

* Call to Worship
Psalm 150:1-2
* Hymn #13
“Praise Ye the Lord,
the Almighty”
Scripture Reading & Prayer
Glen Martin
Ezekiel 33:12-20
Special Music
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
* Hymn, bulletin p. 8-9
“Speak, O Lord”

Prayer
Receiving of Tithes And
Offerings
Hymn #290
“Be Still, My Soul”
Hymn, bulletin pp. 10-11
“O Great God”
Message
Tim Wade

The Anti-Conquest:
How to Snatch Defeat from the Jaws of Victory
Judges 18:1-20, Judges #26

* Hymn, bulletin p. 12
“Jude Doxology”

Message
Bob Dimmitt

#11 What Happens Immediately After Death
(and How Do We Know)?
Philippians 1:21-24

* Hymn, to right
“Doxology”

* All those who are able, please stand.
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Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings
flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen

A . M. No te s
#11 What Happens Immediately After Death (& How Do We Know)?
Philippians 1:21-24
“To die is gain” does not mean that a Christian should desire death
“To die is gain” does not mean that a Christian should not grieve
There are two places in Scripture where people were forbidden to grieve.
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 3 stages.
The first wave came in 605 BC - The second wave came in 597 BC
The third wave did not take place until 586 BC
Ezekiel 24:15-18

Ezekiel 24:19-24

(The people knew that what the prophet did had significance for them, that everything he did had meaning & was a message or lesson)
God took Ezekiel's wife & ordered Ezekiel to forego the normal rituals of mourning.

There is no record of Ezekiel struggling with God over the loss of his wife.

Psalm 42:5; Psalm 42:8; Psalm 27:14
David sought comfort in the Lord. Many seek comfort through trying to find reasons for difficulties experienced. Certainly we should look carefully to see whether
we are experiencing the chastening, correcting hand of God. But often there is no
obvious explanation.
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P. M. No te s
The Anti-Conquest: How to Snatch Defeat from the Jaws of Victory
Judges #26
Judges 18:1-20
1. Disobedience ends in distress
The Better Way: John 14:15-18 - Obedience and Aid

2. Seeking God’s will apart from him ends in delusion
The Better Way: John 14:7 – Know Christ, Know God and his will

3. Greed ends in despicable deeds
The Better Way: 1 John 2:15-17 – Do not love the world or its stuff
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After Church Lunch
There is an After Church Covered Dish
Lunch Fellowship scheduled for Sunday, July 30, after Morning Worship.
Bring a covered dish to share! The
Moores and Groovers are scheduled to
serve.

Community Bible Study
Our own Tamera Smith is involved in
the local chapter of Community Bible
Study, a study for women that meets
on Thursdays during the school year,
from 9:30 - 11:30 a.m., at Grace United
Methodist Church, at 6412 Waters
Avenue. They are beginning a new
study on Thursday, September 7,
“Return to Jerusalem,” where they will
go through Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther,
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. the
program includes a Children's Ministry
Program for infants and up, as space
allows. For more info or to preregister,
visit http://savannah.cbsclass.org/.

A

s difficult as it is to trust God in
adversity, there are other times
when it may be even more difficult to
trust Him; such as when circumstances are going well. During times
of prosperity we are prone to put our
trust in those blessings or in ourselves as the providers of those blessings. At these moments we show our
trust by acknowledging God as the
provider of those blessings. It is the
Lord that provides the regular paycheck, and the full refrigerator. We
should express heartfelt acknowledgment and genuine gratitude to God
in our prayers of thanksgiving to the
Lord.
Ecclesiastes 7:14

Weekly Catechism Question
Question #9:
Are there more Gods than one?
Answer:
There is only one living and true God.
Scripture:
Deuteronomy 6:4; Jeremiah
10:10; Psalm 96:4-5.
Comment: There are “gods” which are
idols, but they are not “living”. And
there are “gods” which are angels or
demons, but they are not “true” God,
that is they are not eternal, infinite and
unchanging. Only one God is living
and true.

Summer Dates for
Your Calendar!
Kids’ Music Camp:
Wednesday Nights,
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Older Children’s Camp:
July 24 - 27

Myth: Loneliness is a result of something bad, and therefore no one should
have to experience it. If you believe that
myth then you will use everything
you’ve got to fight against it. Therefore,
you will have no peace, no joy, and no
delight in the Lord.
Lydia Brownback, Finding God in My
Loneliness
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Jude Doxology
Cam Huxford

Remember, Jesus brought you out of Egypt.
Remember, He has sought you as His people.
Remember, He has saved you from your sin.
Remember, remember Him.
Remember, Jesus brought you through the Red Sea.
Remember, mighty miracles that you have seen.
Remember, you were slaves and now are free.
Remember, that He is king.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore!
Remember, Jesus reigns above the heavens.
He’s coming, He is coming with his kingdom.
Do not forget, He is seated on the throne.
Remember what He has done.
To the only God, our savior, Jesus Christ.
Be glory, honor, power, and dominion.
Before all time, and now, and evermore.
Amen
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Articles
From the D3 Feedback Booth
Dear Church Family,
Toward the end of camp, I asked each of the students attending D3 to write a
brief letter to the church. I asked the students to thank the church for making it
possible for us to attend and to share their primary takeaway(s) from the
week. Other than that, I gave them no other guidance (although, in the interest of
full disclosure, I did take them to get delicious popsicles in exchange for their participation). Over the next several weeks, we will be publishing a few of these letters
each week. I urge you to continue to pray for and encourage these students. Ask
them to talk to you about their camp experience, and ask them how you personally
can help them continue faithfully in their personal devotion to Christ as we strive to
serve one another through encouragement and love.
In Christ,
Tim

Dear FABC,
Thank you so much for providing us the opportunity to attend this amazing
camp. It has truly impacted my relationship with God and the way I now plan to
live my life. My main take-away was the term “believing unbeliever” that was used
in a number of the sermons. Throughout the course of the week I really began to
think about this phrase and I realized that I may be one. After this realization, I
immediately went to Shannon Hurley and discussed my thoughts with him. He
helped me sort out my confusions and I’m not sure if I was a believer before but I
can now 100% say that I have surrendered my life to the one and only God. Once
again, thank you all for this opportunity.
Kaitlyn Rowe

FABC,
Thank you so much for giving me and the other students the opportunity to
come to D3 this year. I had an amazing experience. Each speaker taught with refreshingly powerful and deep messages that are so difficult to find other
Continued on p. 14
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Continued from p. 13

places. Every lesson either taught me something new that I needed to hear (ex: full
respect to parents and obey like it’s God’s commands), gave me a new perspective
(ex: sex being God’s gift to us and that “opening” or even “shaking” the gift prior to
marriage is disrespectful to yourself, your partner, and ultimately God) or reinforced an important message (ex: the importance of wise counsel).
The most meaningful lesson I’ve learned this week is that I’m not meant to
walk through faith alone. A few years ago I began having (normal) doubts, but
because I haven’t had an elder I trust with my questions and vulnerability, the
doubts have gone much further than they should have.
Moving forward, I look forward to seeking counsel, being more diligent in my
studies, and ultimately growing in my relationship with Christ.
Again, thank you so much,
Sarah Roth

Dear Ferguson,
I thank you for paying for this trip for me. I thank the deacons for praying for
this trip.
This trip has been an amazing trip. I’ve learned to not love the world because
we can’t trust the world. And also I’ve learned to wear the armor of God and be
God’s soldier and fight for what’s right.
In conclusion, I thank Tim for hanging out with me and teaching me more
things to be a young man and be somebody in life and I hope God leads me in the
right direction.
Sincerely,
Xsvion

Thank you!
Thank you so much for taking us to this camp. I had a great time with learning
and all that. I’m surprised how much fun I had for a first time [camper]. The
rooms were great and I had a great work out getting to the room. [4th floor, no elevator]
I loved the teaching, I learned a lot. I think it was the 3rd or 4th sermon that I
liked the most. The preachers were very good, they added spice to the sermons.
Thank you for bringing us!
Jake Marksbury
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Some thoughts on assurance of salvation: from
Sinclair Ferguson’s The Whole Christ
If Christ is not actually saving us, producing in us the obedience of faith in our
struggle against the world, the flesh, and the Devil, then our confidence that He is
our Savior is bound to be undermined, imperceptibly at first, but really.
This is why there is a strong link in the NT between faithfulness in the Christina
walk and enjoyment of assurance.
In 1 John the author picks out 4 moral characteristics in the life of the believer that
encourage assurance.
1.

2.

3.
4.

Obedience to the commands of God (1 John 2:3-4; 5:1-3). Genuine assurance
goes hand in hand with authentic commandment keeping. Faith works by
love; love expresses itself in obedience. The “obedience of faith” attests the
reality of faith.
Genuine faith attests itself in righteous living. John also teaches us that we are
confirmed in the reality of our regeneration by the fruits produced in us by
the Spirit, by a personal character that is consistent with the new family ethos
into which we have been born (1 John 2:29).
Assurance is confirmed by not sinning. When reading John one cannot avoid his
conclusion that a radical breach with sin is the inevitable consequence of life
in Christ and the evidence that assures us of faith (1 John 5:18).
Walking in love is so much a hallmark of regeneration that it confirms the presence of
faith (1 John 3:14, 18).

It is important to stress that it is belief (in Christ) that gives rise to obedience, not
obedience giving rise to assurance irrespective of believing.
Inconsistent Christian living leads to lack of assurance. Where there is no actual
obedience to Christ, there will be no evidence of present love for Him as Savior…
the Christian who has developed a pattern of disobedience in his or her life will lose
assurance.
On the other hand: Through our union with Christ in His death we are set free from
the penalty of our guilt, which He has paid for us; in union with Him in His resurrection a complete, final, and irreversible righteousness is ours; in union with Him
in His death and resurrection we have been set free from the reign of sin. Yet we
remain sinners in ourselves.
Here is a vital distinction: While the guilt is gone and the reign of sin has ended, sin
continues to indwell us and beset us. It still has the potential to deceive us and allure us. Once we understand this, we will not confuse the ongoing presence of sin
with the absence of new life in us. Without that stability in our understanding, our
assurance will be liable to ebb and flow.
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I Forbid You To Say These Things at
My Funeral
By Tim Challies

YouTube told me I ought to watch a clip from a recent episode of America’s Got Talent. After all, who doesn’t like to see some unknown person make it or blow it on
the big stage? In this case the young man did a tremendous job of imitating Frank
Sinatra and, of course, received thunderous applause for his effort. When the cheering had subsided he was told by the judges that his dear grandmother must be looking down from heaven aglow with pride. Somehow that kind of clichéd syrupy sentimentality is just what people want to hear in those moments. It got me thinking
about some of the absurd statements I’ve heard over the years, and especially the
ones I’ve heard at funerals. Here are a few things I sincerely hope no one will say
about me at my funeral or any time thereafter. In fact, I hereby forbid it.
He is looking down on you. The Bible gives us little reason to believe that the dead
keep an eye on the living. And, frankly, I rather hope they don’t. When I am dead I
will finally, blessedly be more alive than I’ve ever been because I will be free of sin
and its consequences. I can’t help but think that the very last thing I’d want is to
look down and have to witness more of sin and its effects. I love you all plenty, but
I don’t particularly want to kick off forever by watching you sin. Not only that, but
there’s no earthly or heavenly reason you’d want or need me to. No, I’m not looking at you. I’m looking at Jesus as he’s looking after you. You’ll be fine.
He’s with the angels now. Listen, I’m eager to meet some angels and to learn what
they are all about. I’m especially eager to meet the angel who comforted Jesus in
the garden of Gethsemane. But here’s the thing: When I die I won’t be with the
angels. I’ll be with Jesus. To say I’m with the angels is like watching a man walk
into Buckingham Palace and saying, “He’s with the queen’s secretary now.” While
that is strictly true, it’s also completely missing the point. He’s with the queen! And
when I’m no longer with you, I’ll be with the king.
God needed another angel. Please don’t say this. Please don’t say this because it completely misrepresents both men and angels as if human beings aspire to evolve or
transform into some kind of supernatural being. Angels and humans are completely
different orders of being! Iguanas don’t die and become giraffes and men don’t die
and become angels. I’m a human being now and will be a human being for the rest
of eternity.
He was a good man. He is now, but he wasn’t always. He is good now that he’s in
that place where he has been perfected by an instantaneous act of God. He is good
now that God has transformed him to take away all desire for ungodliness and unholiness. He’s good now, but he wasn’t on this side of the grave. Frankly, he could
be kind of a jerk at times. He could be moody, arrogant and self-centered.
He was bad. But he was also forgiven and battling to kill his love of sin and desire
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for sin. He was learning, growing and displaying God’s grace. But he wasn’t good.
Not like he is now. Not like God had created him to be.
He wouldn’t want you to cry. Go ahead and cry. You don’t need to cry for me, of
course. But I wouldn’t tell you not to cry at all. Every funeral is an opportunity to
consider the harsh reality of human mortality and the treasonous acts that made
this mortality inevitable. There is no virtue in a stiff upper lip. There is no virtue in
suppressing grief. There is no virtue in thinking that the joy of one man entering
heaven ought to dispel the grief of those who are left behind. Funerals are a perfectly appropriate time to mourn—to mourn for the one who died, to mourn for
others you miss, to mourn your own mortality, and to mourn the One who died so
we could live.
We’re not having a funeral; we’re having a celebration. Why pit the two against one
another as if only one can be true? We are having a funeral and it is a genuinely sad
occasion. Yet we do not, cannot, and must not mourn as those who have no
hope. A Christian funeral marks both a departure and an arrival; it provides an occasion for both grief and joy. As the poet says, “One short sleep past we wake eternally, and death shall be no more.” A sunset brings cold darkness but also the warm
hope of dawn. Death brings the end of a very short life and the beginning of a never
-ceasing one. It’s as wrong to refuse to mourn as it is to mourn without hope.

I

n the Christian life we have a means. That means is steadfast perseverance or endurance. The word is hupomone which does not mean the patience which sits down
and accepts things but the patience which masters them. It is not some romantic
thing which lends us wings to fly over the difficulties and the hard places. It is a determination, unhurrying and yet undelaying, which goes steadily on and refuses to be deflected. Obstacles do not daunt it and discouragements do not take its hope away. It is
the steadfast endurance which carries on until in the end it gets there.
In the Christian life we have an example. That example is Jesus himself. For the
goal that was set before him, he endured all things; to win it meant the way of the
Cross. The writer to the Hebrews has a flash of insight—despising the shame, he says.
Jesus was sensitive; never had any person so sensitive a heart. A cross was a humiliating thing. It was for criminals, for those whom society regarded as the dregs of humanity—and yet he accepted it. A pastor from the early 1500’s bids us “to despise the
world, to despise ourselves, and to despise—the fact that we are despised”. If Jesus
could endure like that, so must we.

From William Barclay’s Daily Devotional on Hebrews 12 (edited)

I

f there is no God and we live in a strictly material, evolving universe, violence
and suffering are just a part of the natural world with no inherent morality attached to them. In this case violence would not be evil; it would simply be a part
of the evolutionary process. Without God compassion for others is nothing but
chemical changes in the brain. Suffering is meaningless, violence is meaningless.
There is no such thing as good or evil.
Bob Dimmitt
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Missionary of the Week
Jim & Karan Romaine
MTW - Queens, NY
Jim and Karan are pioneering a
new church plant among Muslims
in New York. The primary focus of
their ministry is to Muslims in the
city. Because Muslims are well connected to their family and friends in
their home countries, this ministry
also has a global connection. They
live in an apartment in Queens, in a
very multicultural neighborhood.
Please pray for their contacts and neighbors they minister to in many practical ways. Jim plans to make another trip to India, similar to one he took
last year, to teach Indian village evangelists. He will be teaching from the
pastoral epistles.
Their latest newsletter focused on different people he meets each day, and
specifically some he met in Bryant Park, a popular park where Jim finds it
easy to meet Muslims. Some of the folks he met recently you can pray for:
·

a member of the Cabinet at the Turkish Ministry of Finance

·

a journalist with the largest Turkish daily newspaper

·

a district director of a large Turkish political party

·

an electrical engineer, an IT specialist

·

a director of a Turkish Businessmen’s Association

·

a photographer for the President of Turkey

·

many ESL and business students

D

eclaration of truth: If I had the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the
meekness of Moses, the strength of Samson, the obedience of Abraham, the
compassion of Joseph, the tears of Jeremiah, the prophetic voice of Elijah,
the courage of Daniel, the greatness of John the Baptist, the endurance and love of
Paul, I would still need redemption through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of sin.
E. Draper
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Bible Reading Schedule

Sunday School Classes &
Descriptions

July 2017

Adult
“Revelation” - Organ Side Overflow
Room: Matt Coleman
“Chronological Survey of the Bible” Fellowship Hall: Bob Dimmitt
“The Gospel of Luke” - Youth House:
Steve Posner
Students & Children
Babies - Room 3: Kay Stanford &
Saundra Bridges
1s & 2s - Room 24: Michael & Ruth
Kleinpeter/Danny & Kamee
Roberson
3s & 4s - Room 25: Emily Wise, Susan
Su, Donna Martin
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade - Room
200: Jimmy & Angie Creech
3rd-6th Grade Boys - Room 202: Ric
Zittrouer & Richie Mills
3rd-6th Grade Girls - Room 204: Kelly
Zittrouer, Mary Ann Fowler, Amy
Horton
Youth Guys - Room 206: Tim Wade,
Bobby Deloach, & Nick Herring
Youth Girls - Room 207: Sona Bailey,
Jessica Dimmitt, & Lauren Wade

1

Zephaniah 3 & Matthew 10

2

Haggai 1 & Matthew 11-12

3

Haggai 2 & Matthew 13

4

Zech. 1 & Matthew 14-15

5

Zech. 2-3 & Matthew 16-17

6

Zech. 4-5 & Matthew 18-19

7

Zech. 6-8 & Matthew 20

8

Zech. 9 & Matthew 21-22

9

Zech. 10 & Matthew 23-24

10 Zech. 11-12 & Matthew 25
11 Zech. 13 & Matthew 26
12 Zech. 14 & Matthew 27
13 Malachi 1-2 & Matthew 28
14 Malachi 3-4 & James 1-2
15 Ruth 1-2 & James 3-4
16 Ruth 3-4 & James 5
17 Esther 1 & 1 Peter 1-2
18 Esther 2 & 1 Peter 3-4
19 Esther 3 & 1 Peter 5
20 Esther 4 & 2 Peter 1-2

G

race: We receive God’s grace
when we need it. God does not
give us all the divine strength we
need for the Christian life the day we
trust Christ. Psalm 31:19; God’s goodness is stored up for those who fear Him.
God stores up goodness and grace for
our times of adversity. We do not receive it before we need it, but we never
receive it too late.
Bob, based on some thoughts by Jerry
Bridges

21 Esther 5-6 & 2 Peter 3
22 Esther 7 & 1 John 1-2
23 Esther 8 & 1 John 3-4
24 Esther 9-10 & 1 John 5
25 Judges 1-4
26 Judges 5-7
27 Judges 8-9
28 Judges 10-13
29 Judges 14-16

!

30 Judges 17-19
31 Judges 20-21 & 1 Corin. 1
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G

ood stuff: God’s unfailing love
for us is an objective fact affirmed in Scripture. It is true
whether we believe it or not. Our doubts
do not destroy God’s love, nor does our
faith create it. It originates in the very
nature of God, who is love, and it flows
to us through our union with His beloved Son. Yes, God loves me, how cool
is that!
Bob, based on some thoughts
by Jerry Bridges

Why Hell?
The commands of the Bible to love God
and obey Him can only be taken seriously in light of the warnings of consequences for rejection and disobedience.
Without Hell, much in God’s universe
makes no sense….without anticipating a
future judgment, people would do whatever they were allowed to do, or whatever they thought they could get away
with. The more you remove consequence, the more you undermine accountability and the more you unleash
moral inhibitions.
Dr. Clint Archer

Nursery July 9

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Donna Martin, Kirsten Jones
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Karrie & Lindsey Walker/
Steve & Linnea Posner.
7:00 P.M.
Sona Bailey, Cindy Dimmitt/
Shawn Champion, Linda Walker

Nursery July 16

10:30 A.M.
Babies:
Mary Fowler, Kay Stanford
Toddlers - 4 year olds:
Jimmy & Tammy Kicklighter/
Mike & Elinor Morris
7:00 P.M.
Janice Donaldson, Ceci Sheffield/
Sharon Boaen, Kathlyne Creech

Ushers July 9
10:30 A.M.
Kelly Stanford, Billy Waters,
Buddy Bacon, Reggie Brown
7:00 P.M.
Kelly Stanford, Mike Torrance

Ushers July 16
The tongue is literally the only part of
the human body that never gets tired.

Video and audio recordings of the
messages are available for listening or
downloading from

www.fabchurch.com/sermons

10:30 A.M.
Bucky Lanier, Jack Moore,
Michael Walker, Danny Roberson
7:00 P.M.
Jimmy Donaldson, Ron Fowler

Sunday Greeters - July 9
Leasa Brown, Ceci Sheffield

For Hearing Impaired
If you have difficulties hearing, we have
listening aid devices available. Ask any
of the ushers, or the technician in the
sound booth, if you are in need of one of
these devices.
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July Lock-Up Deacons
Jack Moore, Joe Morris

