
A PROMMISE FOR OUR TIMES 

“And we know that all things work together for good to 

them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 

Probably, this is one of the most relevant passages of all 

scriptures, for this time. Paul, the author of this letter, 

went through different times: moments of joy but also of 

sadness, times of freedom and other times in jail, for the 

sake of the testimony of Jesus. He didn’t suffer only for man’s sake, but also had 

hard experiences because of natural disasters, as he himself says in 2 Corinthians 

11:25, “Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 

shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep”. Knowing that we, all the 

believers, have to go through moments of proofs, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

Paul writes to encourage us. We have to keep in mind that Paul’s goal wasn’t to 

finish good his faith race, while forgetting Christ. We can’t forget who we are and 

what have we been called for. Let’s remember that this promise “all things work 

together for good” was addressed to a specific group of people, who? Them that 

love God! 

Through the Covid-19 God has allowed very different circumstances to the ones 

we were accustomed to on a daily basis. We have a great challenge, in one side, 

we could be discouraged when we think we’re not going to accomplish what we 

planned, the things we had to do (every one of these plans are harder or difficult 

to do in a different way on every place). On the other side, in the middle of these 

circumstances, we have the opportunity to see the Lord acting and see the new 

doors opening in the middle of the crisis.  

When the difficulties come, they indicate the level of deepen or superficiality that 

we have in God. They show us where are we standing and where do we have to 

advance. Let’s remember that the promise of The Lord, says that “all things work 

together for good”. And is for this reason that our personal challenges have a 

meaning and a purpose. To seek the Lord with all our heart is one of the most 

important because He is the Only one with the power to work and overcome in 

every circumstance. The best we can do is to strengthen our faith in God’s 

promises when we remember the fundamental truth when we walk with Him. The 

Lord has equipped us to stay firm even in the middle of tribulation. Don’t waste 

the opportunity to see the miracles and the provision of God in the middle of 

difficulties, the principal tool is faith, to hold on to the Truth of His Word, 

remembering: “all things work together for good to them that love God.” 



From La Antorcha’s ministry, we know that God is still with us in these times, the 

conviction that we have been called according to His purpose get stronger when 

we see how The Lord allows us to keep functioning as a ministry; having all the 

care and responsibilities that this brings along, and making the needed changes. 

Our missionaries, today more than ever are still committed. Also, our students 

have developed through this time a higher Security in the Savior and a constant 

dependency on Him. Together we have this great opportunity of keep growing in 

our trust in the Lord. Also, after we went through different proofs we can help and 

understand better others. God wants to use your life as a balm to bless others. 

Knowing that the Lord is with us fighting our battles, we continue to walk towards 

the goal. He keeps control over all, He’s still working, His plan has not been 

stopped. In His strength, in His victorious life, in His infinite love, we can go further 

away of our weaknesses, because His promises are Yes and Amen.  

Leonardo Flórez 

Director 

 
  

SECOND SEMESTER MOTTO: 

CALLED TO KNOW GOD 
 

For this second semester God has gifted us a Word of blessing 
that marks the paths for this Bible course, is a message in Jeremiah 
9:23-24 “This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their 
wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of 
their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they 

have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. This 
text brings us a huge challenge, for the students on the IBA and for the teachers. 
The passage is telling us in a very precise and convincing way that we have been 
CALLED TO KNOW GOD, and this doesn’t apply only to know Him in the 
academic world, but also to know Him in a way that is reflected on the 
strengthening of the character, the communication and the leadership formation, 
that are abilities and competencies that La Antorcha seeks to develop in it 
students, with the help of the Holy Spirit. To know God should be the stablished 
goal in every one of the hearts, trough the ones that because of God’s grace, wants 
to contribute with the advance of the evangelization in all the tribes of Colombia.  
 

 

 

 



EVEN IN CONFINEMENT,  

THE VISTORY IS THE LORD’S 

 
We remember the scene of John 20:19, when the night started, the disciples had closed 
the doors with fear for the Jewish authorities, hopeless because Jesus had been crucified 
and they were completely disoriented. They had taken the decision of isolate themselves, 
thinking that the worse was yet to come, but wasn’t that way; Jesus comes overcoming 
the walls of fear and surprised them standing in the middle of them, with a word and a 
greeting of peace. And in the same way that is what Jesus keeps doing with us, in the 
middle of all this great shock that has come to touch every place in the world, Jesus 
surprises us overcoming crisis with words of peace, He has allowed us to continue. Since 
the Colombian government stablished the preventive obligatory isolation, our Lord 
started giving us guidelines about every step we had to take, we were because of the 
local authorities in a confinement status and quarantine, but this did not stopped the work 
of the Lord at IBA, He helped us to finish the work that started in February with the 
students that came, in this way the victory is all His, and we got to certify 32 adults and 
bless 6 kids during the first semester of 2020.  
 
 

A NEW MERCY,  

A NEW SEMESTER 

With all these things that started appearing because 
of the Covid-19, also many worries came to the 
team, but as the news came, the Holy Spirit of God 
also was directing us, the roads of the country were 
completely closed, so that there was not a way for 
our students to go back to their communities, so the 
Lord gave us a new strategy: to keep going with the 
course, with a break of two weeks. During these two 
weeks, while the team was working in the 
preparation and programming the next semester, 
the students were in charge of the work in the 
kitchen, keeping the campus, and to create their 

Picture of the team united and in confinement. 



own recreative spaces (always with the supervision of one of the teachers). This brought 
to their consciousness a special value for all the efforts that we do on their favor while they 
are focused in their study. They valued more the work of the chef, the work of the 
commissary, the work in the nursery and many other things, that maybe if it weren’t 
because of this pandemic, they couldn’t have the opportunity to see better. After those 
two atypical weeks, we started the second semester, but no as we did on February, now 
we had to have the “new protocols” the distancing, avoid agglomerations and what we 
have learned already because of the experience of this situation. This way we started a 
new semester, conscious that the mercy of God is renewed every morning at IBA. We 
have seen how the perfect and blessed hand of God, has made to flourish in the desert, 
and has made to sprout the water fountains in the middle of dry lands. We’ve continued 
to the goal, and every day we follow the advice from Paul: “forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead” 
 
 

WHAT THE QUARANTINE HAS BROUGHT  
 
So far this year, God has been teaching us how to deal with the 

crisis that the Pandemic has brought, in our institution. The 

responsibility that we have is very big, but only God has driven us 

and taught us to live under these circumstances. Measures had to 

be taken, to create a consciousness in our students as: to learn how 

to be on a line with social distancing, the right use of a mask, to 

wash and disinfect the food, the cars and the drivers when they 

come after buying groceries in town, the care in washing their 

hands when they are serving breakfast, lunch and supper, and 

every time that is needed according to the biosecurity 

suggestions. Also, to adequate the spaces in the class rooms to 

avoid agglomerations with a distance between students as the 

official government protocols. We’ve also stablished new tasks for 

the students, as for example, who’s in charge of disinfecting the 

others when they are receiving the food. All these disciplines have 

been done with rigor and has been a good experience, because 

has formed good habits in our students. We cannot guard down, 

we remain vigilant to do the protocols and over all to do God’s will 

over all, and trust with all our hearts in the Lord, in order to receive 

by His Grace, the tender care that only He can give us in front of all 

Covid-19.  



LIFE TESTIMONIES OF LA ANTORCHA 

 For the Bible Institute La Antorcha, families are fundamental and vital 

for the bible training, and God has blessed us every year sending us 

families from different places of the country. We believe that they are 

boosters of change in their communities, by the grace and power of 

the Holy Spirit. In spite of all circumstances that we had to face, God 

let us see the reflection of His love providing with His kindly hand to 

the families of La Antorcha. Gabriel and Lisbeth, are from the Wayuu 

tribe, from a very remote and dry region of the country, and from there 

God allow ed this family to travel from 30 hours away of Villavicencio, 

with the only desire of studying the Word of God. And, how about 

William and Vilma, which are Puinave, from the department of Guainía, 

where the only way of getting there is by plane and then using canoe 

in a long trip on the river up to their community. Also, we have Saúl 

and Magnolia, a nice family, from the Guahibo tribe, from the Vichada 

department, that has come with the firm purpose of knowing the Lord 

and to learn to do His Will. For them has not been easy! Not to be able 

to go back to their community at the end of the first semester, as was 

the custom, because of the revolution that the Covid-19 brought, not 

to be able to see their loved ones and to have a very little or none 

contact with them, generates a silent anguish; they were hoping to see 

again the kids they left behind, but all changed… 

However, in the same way that the families were shaped in their 

character on the desert and planted faith in the generations that were 

going to enter the promised land, this families have received in their 

hearts the sweet and tender Word of God that keeps talking to their 

lives to be blessing agents. They have learned, also, that they can be part of the 

suffering of all the other brothers that are suffering in other places of the world for 

Jesus Christ’s sake. This families that are with us know that the Mighty Hand of 

God is not going to leave them and have placed their trust on Him to keep peace 

and tranquility, and that way continue scrutinizing the Scriptures that bring 

comfort and encourage with hope, cause in all that we found life.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

1.  For the health of all at La Antorcha, so that The Lord keeps protecting us in 

the middle of this pandemic.  

2.  For the students of the second semester 2020. 

Gabriel and Lisbeth 

William and Vilma 

Saúl and Magnolia 



3.  For the care and protection of all of us, when we have to go to the town to 

stock up of primordial things.  

4.  For one of our cars that we understand we have to sell soon and to find 

another one in better conditions. 

5.  For the indigenous network of Colombia, so they can keep ahead with the 

responsibility that they have, on front of the indigenous work in Colombia.  

6.  For the board of directors of La Antorcha. 

7.  For the finances globally and of Indicamino 

8.  For the health of the students, specially John Alfredo, William and Saúl.  

9.  For the pregnancy and the health of Lisbeth.  

10.  For the harmony on the team of work, and for the families García, Güiza, 

Castillo and Flórez that have their kids studying at home, because of the 

pandemic of Covid-19; so they can continue taking care of them and at the 

same time doing with excellence the labors of the IBA. 

11.  For the Kogui students, their learning and comprehension of the Spanish.  

12.  For the sustenance of the work in La Antorcha.  

13.  For the missionary team of professors that teach in La Antorcha.  

14.  For the graduates and their families. 

15.  For the missionary work among tribal groups in Colombia.  

16.  For the national church to be engaged to support the missions among 

tribal groups in Colombia.  

17.  For more workers for the Colombian harvest. 

18.  For the pastors and indigenous missionaries of our territory, for God to 

provide to all their needs, spiritually and physical, familiar and material.  

 

SCHEDULE OF LA ANTORCHA 

 Our next Bible courses:  

First and third grade, from February 14th to June 5th of 2021 

Second and Fourth grade, from July 25th to November 13th of 2021  

Jair, son of Saúl and Magnolia 


