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STEP #1 

 
Begin at the paragraph level.  Move to the Sentence & Clause level.   
 

1. Determine the boundary of the text/paragraph/section.   
2. What is the discourse genre: narrative, procedural, hortatory, expository 
3. Identify the sentences in the paragraph of the Greek text. 
4. Identify independent clauses vs. subordinate clauses. 
5. Identify the verbs and verbals (participles & infinitives). 
6. Parse all verbs.   (note especially their tense, voice, mood) 
7. Identify basic dictionary definition of any unknown word. 
8. Determine grammatical relationships of clauses to one another  (subordinate, etc) 
9. Identify how the sentences relate to one another.  Which convey main (primary) 

information and which convey secondary (subordinate) information? 
10. Determine how the paragraph(s) relate(s) to the preceding and following paragraphs 

semantically. 
11. Diagram the paragraph (optional) – (syntactical or block diagram) 

 
STEP #2 

 
Having identified the sentences and clauses and their relationships, move to the phrase level.   
 

1. Identify phrases in the paragraph, especially prepositional phrases.  
2. Determine the syntax and proper translation of the phrases (genitive use, etc.) 

 
STEP #3 

 
Having identified the sentences, clauses and phrases, move to the word level. 
 

1. Do word studies of significant words in the text 
2. Note things like lexical repetition; words in the same semantic domain (different 

words that have similar meanings; synonyms, etc.)   
     
       STEP #4 
 
Do comparative translation work.  Look at several translations to see how they handle the text.  
This gives you ideas for the sermon – how to say the same thing in different ways. 
 
       STEP #5 
 
Consult at least 3 commentaries:  1) Exegetical, 2) Expository, 3) Devotional 
 
       STEP #6 
 
1.  Determine the main thrust(s) or theme(s) of the text.     
2.  Develop the sermon outline from the basic structural outline of the text.  
3.  Write the sermon body (exposition, illustration, application) 
4.  Write the introduction and conclusion.  


