
 “And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I will     
make you to become fishers of men.” Mark 1:17 

Greetings from the Tunnell family! 

Rio Grande Biblical Institute: Spanish Language School    

September - October: This year has been quite the transition for our family. We went from full-time deputation, 
to everything on pause, to moving to the boarder of Texas and Mexico, to enrolling in language school and enrolling 
the kids in Christian private school and adapting to new schedules. The kids started online school in August and in 
September transitioned to in-person schooling. God continues to bless our family and ministry, through this 
transition it has brought us closer together as a family and we have seen that we can do anything through Christ as a 
family.  There was a lot of give and take, working with new schedules for both our language studies and the kids' 
school work. Finding a balance was a little stressful at first for everyone because there were days where we all had 
homework and we just made it happen. However, once we all found our groove in the schedule, we really hit our 
stride and everything just worked out. We have made some really good friends with the other missionaries here and 
it has been a joy to go through this transition as a group, praying for each other and God giving us all one heart for 
the Latin American people. The missionary wives have a monthly meeting sometimes baking and drinking coffee, 
sharing and praying for each other and I organize a monthly mens activity and fellowship with the husbands. God is 
just so faithful and we are so blessed to have your faithful church partners supporting us through language school. 

 September  - December 2020



November - December 2020

November was a crazy busy month. We were working on class projects where we had to plan a (hypothetical) 
mission trip with travel, hotels, meals and food, outings and present it all in Spanish. Of course, Deirdre and I 
with two other classmates presented Argentina for our project because we had thousands of pictures and 
information to present. We were covering a new Vistas chapter every seven to nine days, each chapter had an 
average of 120-190 new vocabulary words. It has been a blessing to have classes with Deirdre, I could not 
imagine doing this without her. We have grown closer together and working as a team, challenging each other 
to learn and memorize scripture and vocabulary words. While it has been challenging, it has been a joy to learn 
the heart language of the people of Argentina and with every word and aspect of culture our love for Latin 
people grows. 
Thanksgiving, my parents came down to spend time with the kids. We had a campus wide Thanksgiving meal 
which was a lot of fun. The campus provided the turkey and everyone on campus brought sides and desserts. 
We also had an opportunity to take Mom and Dad to South Padre and enjoy the salty sea air and beach. Not 
seeing them for 5 months had been hard after living next door for 5 1/2 years, but it was such a joy to share with 
them what we have been learning and show them the campus, introduce them to professors, classmates and 
even show them the kids school work, art, etc. from their school. 
December started with finals and completion of final projects. I am happy to report we passed all our classes 
with high grades and are looking forward to the second semester starting January 11th, 2021. Campus has 
slowed down as most of the student body has returned home for the Christmas break to see family and 
friends. Our Spanish church Iglesia Bautista Betesda in McAllen, TX has started kids classes back up allowing 
Deirdre and myself to assist in games, memory verses and songs. I am also helping with sanitation and guard 
duty on Thursday night during services. It has been a blessing to be part of this church’s family and culture 
during our stay at language school. We traveled to Fort Worth, TX and have been able to spend time with 
Deirdre’s family. Her brother Derek and his wife Kay came in from Hawaii and her sister Michelle from 
Dallas. We went to Lego Land and Sea life in Grapevine Texas as they wanted to give the kids an experience 
along with a few presents. We had a wonderful time with them. We are headed to the Stanton, TX to see my 
Dad’s side of the family and celebrate Christmas with them next. My grandfather on my mother’s side of the 
family has Covid, he has had two heart attacks related to Covid and is still in the hospital and I would ask you 
to keep Mike Pugh in your prayers. We are gaining some victories day to day but he still needs your prayers. He 
lost his brother a few weeks ago to it and he is fearful of covid and its lasting effects. Our family would 
appreciate your prayer on his behalf. 



Prayer Requests:  

• Please pray that God will continue to bring us into contact with the churches He desires to partner with us and support our ministry in 
Argentina. 

• Pray for the people of Argentina and that God will continue to prepare their hearts to receive the Gospel of Christ. 

• That God will continue to prepare men’s hearts to surrender to the ministry and be trained to plant churches in Argentina and in other 
countries.

• While at language school that we will learn the language quickly. 

• That we will be able to schedule churches for our continuation of deputation after school in June.

• Pray that Baptist Churches and our nation will recover from the trials of this year.

• Pray for Argentina’s recovery economically and spiritually.  

•  We would ask you to continue to pray for the churches we have visited, as they prayerfully consider partnering with us in 
ministry for Argentina. 

• Pray for David and Kelsi Martin as they have returned to Argentina in early December and are settling in again. 

Thank you all again for your prayers and support. May the Lord bless your churches as we end 2020 and begin 2021. 
Remember we serve a risen SAVIOR, the KING of KINGS and the LORD and LORDS and regardless of what is going on 
in this world we have a command to tell and witness to others about who Jesus is as Savior and their need for Him. 

'For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 'Romans 10:13-15


