A Season of Transitions

The merry month of May is

a changeable one — volatile
weather and life transitions
seem to go hand in hand at
this time. Pleasant Grove will
see its own season of tran-
sition this year as we segue
from spring into summer.

As many of you know, Pas-
tor Paul Klepees will be leav-
ing Pleasant Grove to minister
at a church in Chillicothe next
month. He addresses the move
and the Methodist tradition
of itinerancy in his column on
page 2. You’ll find his letter to
the congregation announcing
his new appointment on page
6. Stay tuned for news of the
next pastor coming to Pleasant
Grove.

Also on page 2, you’ll find
details of our Fill The Cart
project for May. We’re collect-
ing diapers, wipes and baby
clothes for our Baby Grace
ministry. Let’s spread some
motherly love.

Associate Pastor Macy
Storts is a new mother herself,
recently returned from ma-
ternity leave. Transitions are
on her mind as she revels in
the newness of spring and the
beauty of God’s creation. Read
more on page 9.

For NextGen Minister Kris
O’Neal, new beginnings are
front of mind, especially our

young graduates who are tak-
ing the next step in their lives.
Read about his thoughts on
page 11.

Check out the cool events
planned this month in the
calendar on page 5, and then
get the details on page 13.
Turn the page for more news,
including a photo recap of
the Heirborn gospel bluegrass
concert Pleasant Grove hosted
in April.

We have more photos for
you, too! The On The Road
Again group enjoyed a feast
for the eyes when they trav-
eled to Pella, Iowa, to see the
tulips. Go to page 16 to share
in the beauty.

Relive our Easter celebra-
tion on pages 20-23 and check
out the list of those who were
baptized and confirmed in
these special services.

Outreach opportunities are
ready for you as we prepare for
Vacation Bible School in June
and UNITE camp in July. Vol-
unteers are always welcome!

In this season of change,
we’re still here for you, dear
reader. Share your news,
events, photos and sugges-
tions with Kathy Casteel at
kcasteel @ktis.net and Betsy
Bell at mammabell003 @ gmail.
com. We can’t wait to hear
from youl!
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THE PASTOR'S PEAGE

PICTURED LEFT TO RIGHT FRONT: SPENCER, PAUL, GIBSON BACK: MARGIE, EZRA, AND MAVERICK KLEPEES

Sent for the Sake of the Gospel

By PAsTOR PAUL KLEPEES

In seasons like this, when change is real
and emotions run close to the surface, it’s
natural to ask why. Why now? Why this
move? Why does it have to work this way?

As United Methodists, we are part of
a long tradition called itinerancy, a system
where pastors are sent to serve where
they are needed, not simply where they
might choose to stay. At its best, itiner-
ancy is not about moving people around;
it’s about being faithful to the mission of
the Church.

That idea is not new. We see it clearly
in the life of the Apostle Paul. In Acts
13, the church gathers in prayer, and the
Holy Spirit says, “Set apart for me Barna-
bas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them.” And then they laid hands
on them and sent them.

Paul’s ministry is marked by move-
ment. He goes where the Spirit leads,
even when it is difficult, even when it
means leaving behind communities he
loves. And those communities, in turn,
learn to trust that God’s work is bigger
than any one person or place.

As I shared a few weeks ago, our
family has been appointed to serve in
Chillicothe. This is not a decision we
made lightly. There has been a great deal
of prayer, conversation and discernment
along the way. We are both excited for
what God is calling us into and deeply
aware of what we are leaving behind.

WHILE THEY WERE WORSHIPING
THE LORD AND FASTING, THE HOLYVY
SPIRIT SAID,; ““SET APART FOR ME

BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR THE WORMK

TO WHICH I HAVE CALLED THEM.”
SO AFTER THEVY HAD FASTED AND

PRAVYED, THEY PLACED THEIR HANDS

ON THEM AND SENT THEM OFF.

ACTS 13:2-3

This church and this community have
shaped us in ways we will carry for the
rest of our lives.

That doesn’t make it easy.

If we’re honest, itinerancy comes with
a kind of holy tension. There is grati-
tude for what has been, grief for what is
changing and hope for what God will do
next. All of those things can be true at the
same time.

But here is what I believe with my
whole heart: the same God who called
us together is the God who goes with us
forward.

The Church has never been built on
one pastor. It has always been built on
the faithfulness of God and the people
who continue the work. And just as Paul
entrusted communities into God’s care,
we trust that God is not finished here,
and not finished in what comes next.

So, we walk this road together. With
gratitude. With honesty. And with hope.

FILL THE
CART

— BABY LOVE —

Pleasant Grove folks will Fill The Cart

in May with diapers, wipes and baby
clothes to benefit our Baby Grace
ministry, a support program that helps
provide basic necessities and resources
to families with young children.

Pleasant Grove launched its Baby
Grace ministry two years ago. Clients
receive diapers, wipes and five clothing
outfits each month. New clients also
receive a handmade baby quilt from
Country Friends Quilt Group or a set of
hand-knit baby blanket, hat and slip-
pers made by anonymous donors.

Clothing donations in all sizes are
welcome from 3 months to 5T. There
is a constant need for diapers in sizes
1to7.

When available, Baby Grace also
offers gently used high chairs, Pack 'n
Plays, walkers, strollers, breast pumps
and other provisions (but no car seats
as they often are outdated). Expect-
ant mothers can join Baby Grace when
they begin their third trimester. Sup-
plies are distributed to eligible families
on the third Thursday of every month,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the church
basement.

For more information on Baby Grace,
or to donate or volunteer, contact
Cindy Feutz at 573-473-6316 or email
cfeutz53@gmail.com.

AND HE TOOMK THE CHILDREN IN

HIS ARMS,; PLACED HIS HANDS

ON THEM AND BLESSED THEM.

MARK 10:16
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PLEASANT GROVE |
\ MEN’S GROUP \

. JOIN US ON THURSDAYS AT
PLEASANT GROVE
3686 STATE ROAD E
AUXVASSE, MO .
MAY 7 & 21
7 P.M.

573-826-0926

BRANDON CRAWFORD
573-220-5347

CODY JONES .
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WED
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FRI

SAT

BOARD MEETING
IP.M.

COFFEE WITH

SISTERS IN FAITH

8:30-10 A.M.

2

WORSHIP

PGUMC STAFF

YOGA LIMITLESS GIRLS’ NIGHT
9AM. MEETING 4 8AM. 7-8:30 PM. 6 OUT LOUD 9
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9AM. CUB SCOUTS PACK 32 (IN ST. PETERS)
10:10 A.M. 6 P.M. 1P.M.
WORSHIP
11AM
MOTHER'S DAY PGUMC STAFF gg‘ij[‘ QUILT GROUP 5TH GRADERS’
WORSHIP MEETING S 7PM. 4 OVERNIGHT TRIP 6
9AM 9AM COMMUNICATIONS TE. TO BRANSON
e — 11 AM.
SUNDAY SCHOOL SEM.
10:10 A M. MEMBERSHIP CUB SCOUTS PACK 32
WORSHIP COMMITTEE 6PM.
1AM 11 A.M. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
S 1P.M.
WORSHIP PGUMC STAFF YOGA ggUgRACE
oa |/ e ™ (G janie ] 00| 9] 29 923
GRADUATE
RECOGNITION SAM, CUB SCOUTS PACK 32 SERVE FOOD BOX
10AM 6 P.M. PICKUP
SUNDAY SCHOOL (AFTER 11AM.-2P.M.
GRAD RECOGNITION) L.LFT. COMMUNITY LUNCH
WORSHIP 6-8 P.M. 12 NOON
11 A M. MEN’S GROUP
1 P&
PENTECOST MEMORIAL DAY g‘ﬁ?
wowwe )4} 05 |2 9] 98 29 30
9AM. CHURCH OFFICE CUB SCOUTS PACK 32
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLOSED 6PM.
10:10 AM.
WORSHIP I;CI))J;IRD MEETING
11AM 450
WORSHIP
9AM.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:10 AM.
WORSHIP

11 AM.




A Message from Pastor Paul .

Dear Pleasant Grove Family,
Grace and peace to you.

After much prayer, discernment, and conver-
sation between my family, the Bishop, the Cab-
inet, and myself, I want to share with you that
my appointment as senior pastor of Pleasant
Grove United Methodist Church will come to an
end this summer. My final Sunday with you will
be June 14, with the appointment officially con-
cluding on June 30. In July, Bishop Bob Farr will
be appointing our family to the service of Jesus
Christ in another community.

Over the past nine years, we have seen God do
something special among us. Together, we have
grown into a vibrant church family that cares
deeply for one another and for our community. It
has been a joy and a privilege to walk alongside
you in this season of ministry.

I am especially grateful for the ways we have
watched our children and youth not only grow
in number, but grow in their love for Jesus. I am
thankful for the partnerships we have built in our
community to serve others in meaningful ways.
And I give thanks for the way discipleship has
taken root across all ages, as people have sought
to know Christ more deeply and share that love
with others.

Through prayer and discernment, it has be-
come clear that this season of my ministry here
has come to its natural conclusion. In the United
Methodist tradition, we trust that God works
through the process of appointment, and I be-
lieve this next step is part of God’s continued
leading for both Pleasant Grove and for me.

Pleasant Grove is a faithful and strong church.
You love God, and you love people deeply. You
have a heart for seeing new lives in Christ and for
teaching the next generation to follow Jesus. You
are not a fragile church on the brink of decline.

You are a church with a vibrant future. I have full
confidence that God will continue to lead and
bless this congregation in the days ahead.

A new pastor will be announced in the coming
weeks. [ encourage you to trust the process and
trust God’s timing. Most importantly, I ask that
you surround this transition with prayer: for the
church, for your next pastor, and for one another.

On a personal note, Pleasant Grove has been
home for our family. It is the only home three
of our children have ever known. This is where
I began my first full-time appointment, where I
continued my education in seminary, and where I
became an elder in the United Methodist Church.
You have been more than a church to us, you
have been our friends and our family. This place
will always hold a special place in our hearts.

What I will miss most is you, the people of
Pleasant Grove. I am deeply proud of the way
you have continually looked for opportunities
to grow in your faith and to help others come to
know Jesus. The dreams we have talked about for
the future of this church are still ahead, and they
will be realized ... just under different leadership.
And that is okay. God is not finished with Pleas-
ant Grove.

As we move through these final weeks togeth-
er, I look forward to continuing in ministry with
you, worshiping, serving and giving thanks for all
that God has done and all that God will yet do.

With gratitude and hope,

R, QoL

You can find the video of the “PGUMC Announcement”
on our YouTube channel. Just click on the YouTube icon
at www.MyPGUMC.org.



SERVE and Baby Grace

Pleasant Grove is a mobile site for SERVE food pantry and Baby Grace.

(We are open every third Thursday of the month.)
If you are in need of a food box from SERVE,
please stop by! You can register that day and

participate in the food pantry.

The Baby Grace store offers free diapers, wipes and gently used or
new clothing for ages birth through 5 years.
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COMMUNITY LUNCH

The Discipleship Sunday School class invites
you to join us for a homemade meal.
Stay for a game of cards, dominoes, or
bring a suggestion!

THURSDAY, MRY 215T, 12 NOON
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YouTube

HTTP /A MYPLOUMUOC . ORG/YOUTURBE

Pleasant Grove is on YouTube!
Check out this channel if you can’t
make it to church!
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FOR ISDHE INFO

CONTACT
JULIE HUFFMAN
ffhuffman@hotmail. com

{First yoga session is FREE)

THREADS OF GARE

KALEB AND MACY STORTS WITH BOONE

New Life, New Hope

BY ASSOCIATE PASTOR MACY STORTS

The month of May reminds us that after a tough winter sea-
son, spring still arises. That’s my favorite part of this time of
year. I was driving through the rural back roads recently (as I
do often) and I noticed how green everything was. I noticed
the buds on the trees, the blooms starting to form, the crops
beginning to pop up from the ground ... and so much more.
It’s a reminder that new life is beautiful and sacred. God
reminds us of that, too. God reminds us that after seasons of
difficulty, loneliness, hardships — new and beautiful things
happen.

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has come! The old has gone and the
new is here.” How great is God’s promise here? If it seems
like the winter season has felt heavy, we have a season of
life. We can celebrate that spring is here and those who are
loved by God are made new each and every day. No matter
the season, no matter the worries, no matter the weather —
God is with us! That is something to be celebrated, indeed.

Friends, how can we share this good news with others?
How can we be good neighbors to those who need some en-
couragement, some new life, some bright hope ahead? Well,
inviting them to church is a great start! The worst they could
say is “no.” So, may your May be filled with hope, new life
and friendship!

THEREFORE,; IF ANVYONE IS IN CHRIST:; THE NEW CREATION HAS

COME: THE OLD HAS GONE, THE NEW IS HERE!

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17
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PICTURED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: KAYLA, KRIS, KIERSTYN AND KOURTNEY O'NEAL

Be Intentional: Live With Purpose

BY NEXTGEN MINISTER KR1S O’'NEAL

May is a season that naturally points us toward new beginnings.
For our students, it marks the end of one chapter and the start of
another. Graduation is more than a ceremony — it’s a transition
into new responsibilities, new opportunities and new environ-
ments that will shape who they are becoming.

As a youth ministry, we are incredibly proud of our graduates.

: . Each one has a story filled with growth, challenges and moments
® 4 = TN [(( where their faith has been tested and strengthened. While there
' i\ is plenty to celebrate, there is also a real step into the unknown.
That’s what makes this season so significant. It’s not just about

\ AN
A

FETE L E ss Gt frosgh. what they’ve accomplished, but about who they are becoming as

6th to 12th graders they move forward.
| Every Wednesday , . .
JA08D /) 7-8:30 PM. Our role as a church doesn’t end at graduation — it becomes

Knnnen Eroviced even more important. Encouragement, prayer and staying con-

nected can make a lasting impact as these students take their next
steps.

We also recognize that this month includes Mother’s Day, a
time to pause and honor the women who have invested so much
into the lives of our students. Their influence is seen in the charac-
ter and faith we celebrate in our graduates.

At the same time, our church family is preparing for a new be-
ginning of its own as we look ahead to welcoming a new minister
in July. Seasons change, but God’s faithfulness remains constant.

As we step into what’s next, may we do so with confidence,

e z% %) . 4% M knowing that every new beginning is held securely in His hands.

HAS COME: THE OLD HAS GONE, THE NEW IS HERE!

Every Sunday
6:30-8:30 P.M.
Dinner Provided

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

JUNE 12-14
AT PLEASANT GROVE

S

| can do all things through Him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)

Enjoy games, crafts and snacks. Every day
brings a new lesson on how God gives us
strength to weather any kind of challenge.

All kids grades K-5 are welcome!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Coffee Break

Glenda Williams will host Coffee with Sisters in
Faith on Saturday, May 2, at Pleasant Grove. The
meeting runs from 8:30 to 10 a.m. The women
are working through a Bible study that is not
dependent on attending previous meetings. Any-
one can just join the group that day for the next
discussion. For more information about Sisters in
Faith, contact Angie Raebel at 573-416-6438 or
email Plote.hogan@gmail.com.

Flowers for Mom

Volunteers from Women’s Ministries will be out
and about Columbia on Friday and Saturday, May
8-9, delivering flowers to lucky moms for Allen’s
Flowers. The florist pays the group for the deliv-
ery help ahead of Mother’s Day and the money
raised goes to fund Women’s Ministries projects.
To volunteer, contact Cindy Feutz at 573-473-
6316 or email cfeutz53 @gmail.com.

Branson Bound

Pleasant Grove fifth-graders will celebrate their
move from Kids For Jesus to Limitless youth
group with an overnight trip to Branson May 15-
16. The six students and their adult chaperones
will leave at 5 p.m. for Lebanon to enjoy a Friday
night pizza and pool party. Saturday will see the
group in Branson where they will see David —
Live on Stage at Sight & Sound Theatre and enjoy
some of Branson’s other attractions. They’ll head
back to Hatton after the Saturday matinee.

Summer Break
Pleasant Grove’s Tuesday morning Women’s
Bible Study is on hiatus this summer. The group
plans to pick up with a new study on Sept. 15.
Limitless Youth Bible Study is also taking a
break from its Sunday night studies. Stay tuned
for more information on fall activities for Limit-
less in future newsletters.

Dads’ Brunch

Women’s Ministries is planning its annual Fa-
ther’s Day Brunch for Sunday, June 21. Serving
times to be announced. A free-will offering
collected will help support the 2026 Bethlehem
Store. For more information about the Bethle-
hem Store ministry, contact Cindy Feutz at 573-
473-6316 or email cfeutz53 @gmail.com.

Man Talk

The Pleasant Grove Men’s
Group meets on Thursdays
this month, May 7 and 21,
at 7 p.m. at the church. Get
updates on all Men’s Group
activities with a group text
from leaders Cody Jones and
Brandon Crawford. Connect
with Cody at 573-826-0926
or Brandon at 573-220-
5347.

Glad Grads

Pleasant Grove will honor
its 2026 graduates of col-
lege, high school, eighth
grade, kindergarten and
pre-kindergarten at 10 a.m.
on Sunday, May 17. Please
submit names of graduates
to Nancy Linville in the
church office by Sunday,
May 3. Include graduate’s
name, school, grade, a pic-
ture and future plans.




The gospel bluegrass group Heirborn traveled to Hatton for a return engagement
in April. It was time to kick up your heels and enjoy the tunes.
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All local quilters are invited for N
fellowship and fun! Bring your finished .
products to show off! |



Tiptoe Through the

The On The Road Again gang teamed up with fellow trav-
elers from Montgomery City and Sedalia for an epic trip to
Pella, Iowa, just in time for the tulips to bloom in all their
glory. Joined by like-minded adventurers from First United
Methodist Presbyterian Church of Montgomery City and
First United Methodist Church of Sedalia, the group spent
three days up north exploring the culture of the city found-
ed by Dutch immigrants, sampling traditional Dutch food,
visiting historical sites, and touring greenhouses, cheese-
makers and chocolatiers. There were plenty of windmills,
too, and of course, acres and acres of tulips.










Lets support and uplift each other
through the power of prayer!

I
1

FOUR WAYS TO REQUEST PRAYER

1. Submit your prayer requests through the PG App by tapping Contact
and the Prayer tab. Fill out the brief form and submit.

2. On our website, MyPGUMC.org, click on the Prayer Request graphic on
the home page or click on the Prayer Concerns under the Stay
Connected menu (MYPGUMC org/stay-connected/prayer-concerns). Fill
out the brief form and submit.

3. Contact the church office at 573-387-4822 or Pastor Paul Klepees at
816-752-3635.

=

. Call the Prayer Tree at 573-597-2102 or email macy@mypgumec.org.




Pleasant Grove observes the traditions of Holy Week
and rejoices in the blessings of Easter.

Pleasant Grove immersed itself in Holy Week ac-
tivities last month in the lead-up to Easter Sunday.
Pastor Paul Klepees posted a video devotional online
each morning that week. On Maundy Thursday, we
dined together on potluck and celebrated commu-
nion as Associate Pastor Macy Storts led the discus-
sion. A prayer vigil commenced until Good Friday
when Pastor Paul led the somber service with a view
of the day’s import from St. Peter.

Joy filled the air on Easter as Pleasant Grove
celebrated the joy of the Resurrection. Four were
baptized into the family of God. Six youth were
confirmed, publicly affirming their intent to live as
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.




BAPTISMS

Quinn Mangus Scott
Kaylynn Elisabeth Scott
Henry Theo Scott
Kayona Naomae Lee

CONFIRMANDS
Sam Blansett
Audrey Blansett
Ezra Klepees
Hannah Spradlin
Henry Spradlin
Lyndon Fohey

HE IS NOT HERE; HE HAS RISEN,; JUST AS HE SAID. COME AND SEE THE

PLACE WHERE HE LAY. THEN GO OUICHKLY AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES.

MATTHEW 28:6-7
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MOMS
DO YOU NEED DIAPERS?

PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH IN HATTON WANTS TO HELE

THAT 15 WHTY

WE JOINED THE BAEY GRACE WMINISTETY,
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Ministry

What we offer:

new dathing for newborn to 5 years ald
Diapers
Baby Wipes

Other items, as availabl e
Strollers
Highchairs
Car 3eats
Shampoao/Body Wash

We are located at
3686 State Road E
Anzvasse, MO 65231
Came to our church
evety 3rd Thursday

each manth

11 AM. - 2 EM.
ot echedule an appointmert
by calling 573-387-4322.



OUTREACH PLANS

GetReady for Vacation Bible School

Plans are underway for Vacation Bible School at
Pleasant Grove, June 12-14. The women of L.ILET.
(Ladies In Faith Together) are planning a fun-filled
weekend for children in kindergarten through
fifth grade. Sessions will center on finding your
strength in God while enjoying a very cool
Snowball Mountain Challenge!

VBS will run Friday 6 to 8 p.m., Saturday 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sunday during the children’s
sermon at each service, ending with a barbecue
from noon to 2 p.m. Volunteers are welcome
(Limitless youth, too!) to teach and help with
games, crafts, food, skits and music. We’ll also
need nursery workers to care for the younger
children of volunteers. Sign up online to help at
https://forms.gle/95wuiatuM4f39yn9A.

Youth Head to UNITE Camp in July
Pleasant Grove is taking 100 youth to UNITE
camp in July! They’ll descend onto the campus of
Central Methodist University in Fayette the week
of July 20-24. With a 2026 theme of “In Tension,”
UNITE is a space for all people to connect in such
a way that every generation feels empowered to
cultivate God’s vision of love and grace in our
world. It’s a powerful week that will change lives.
NextGen Minister Kris O’Neal is sending out
updates as needed to campers and those on the
waiting list. For more information about UNITE
2026, contact Kris at nextgen @mypgumec.org.

Adult volunteers are welcome to join in the
fun! We are looking for chaperones for the group
as well as people interested in teaching a breakout
session to campers — whatever your expertise.
See Kiris if interested in volunteering.

Soul Space

The spring edition of Soul Space continues every
Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. through May 26. Soul Space
is a weekly virtual gathering on Zoom for 15 to 20
minutes of guided reflection and prayer. Open to
both clergy and laity, you can join from anywhere.
Register at https://missouri-reg.brtapp.com/
Soulspace26 to receive login information.

Disaster Response Training

The Missouri Conference’s Disaster Response
ministry is gauging interest in the next Early Re-
sponse Team training, slated for Saturday, Aug. 8,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. James United Method-
ist Church in Kansas City. If interested, visit www.
MoUMmethodist.org/disaster-response and click
the Register button.

BLESSINGS

MALACHI 3:10

-
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Join us in our mission to know
Jesus Christ and make Him
known. Your generosity enables
us to help more and more peo-
ple experience a life-changing
relationship with Him. We are
truly grateful for your donations
and hope the convenience and
simplicity of our ways of giving
are helpful to you.

1. Try scanning our QR code.

2. To use mobile giving, down-
load the “Church By Ministry
One" app to your mobile
device. Search for Pleasant
Grove by entering the zip
code 65231.

3. Online giving can be found at
www.mypgumc.org/donate.

4. Text “GIVE" to 573-312-2909.

5. Cash and checks can be
placed in the offering plates
during worship services or
mailed to the church office at
3686 State Road E, Auxvasse,
MO 65231.

Consider becoming a recurring
giver. Church statistics show that
churches with high numbers of
recurring givers experience the
most growth.

If you need assistance or have
questions about our digital
giving methods, please reach out
to Nancy Linville in the church
office Monday through Thursday,
by phone at 573-387-4822 or
email admin@mypgumc.org.

J




WORSHIP TIMES
= First Service 9:00-10:00 am.

Sunday School 10:10-10:50 a.m.
Second Service 11:00-Noon






