The Old Has Gone, the New Is Here!

Happy New Year, Pleasant
Grove. What does 2026 have in
store for you? Take a cue from
the apostle Paul, who wrote in
his second letter to the Corin-
thians: “Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the
new is here!”

The old year just past —
2025 — was a pretty good
one at Pleasant Grove. Pastor
Paul Klepees takes a creative
tack this month to present his
retrospective on our continu-
ing efforts to know Christ and
to make Him known. See for
yourself on pages 2-3.

For John Wesley, the found-
er of Methodism, the new year
was a time for renewal of our
covenant with God. Read the
dynamic words of Wesley’s
Covenant Prayer on page 4.

Associate Pastor Macy Storts
is ready for new beginnings in
2026. Read her thoughts on
how God leads with a nudge in
the everyday moments on
page 7.

NextGen Minister Kris
O’Neal is looking forward to
a new year of joy where glad
hearts offer hospitality and
hope. Read all about it on page 9.

Check out our busy calen-
dar on page 5, and then get the
details in our announcements
on page 13. Find out what
groups have returned to their
regular schedule and what new
January adventures we have in
store. Turn the page for more
news from the pews.

A new year brings a new
budget for the church. Read
Pastor Paul’s take on how we’ll
move forward in our mission
on page 15.

We have photos! On The
Road Again shares photos of
nativity sets on display in
Fulton (pages 10-11). Get a
peek at Pastor Macy’s baby
shower (page 17) and revisit
the joy of Christmas at Pleas-
ant Grove (pages 18-21).

2026 offers new possibilities
for outreach. Check out this
month’s opportunities on
page 25.

As always, dear reader, you
are the reason for News from
the Pleasant Grove Pews. Share
your news, events, photos and
suggestions with Kathy Casteel
at kcasteel @ktis.net and Betsy
Bell at mammabell003 @gmail.
com. We can’t wait to hear
from you!
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96 Students in KFJ
74 Limit|ess Youth
Ministry expanded
beyond the walls of
Pleasant Grove

New Associate Pastor of

Care and Connection

Sharing Christ's |ove

through service,
geherosi’ry and invitation
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Let me be employed by thee or laid aside
- . exalred for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. _‘ =~
I freely and heartily yield all things b
to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed Ged,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be rarified in heaven.
Amen.

IF ANY WANT TO BECOME MY FOLLOWERS. LET THEM DENY THEMSELUES

AMOTAME UP THEIR CRAOSS DAILY AND FOLLDOW ME.

LUKE 8:23
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PECK’S HOUSE)
6-9P.M.
WORSHIP YOGA KFJ
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WORSHIP YOGA QUILT GROUP BABY GRACE
9AM.&11AM. H ]Q 8AM. ]3 7PM. .‘4 PICKUP ]5 ]6 ]7
S e 11 AM.-2PM.
SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVE FOOD
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TOURNAMENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL WOMEN’S LIMITLESS 5:30 PM.
10:10 AM. BIBLE STUDY 7-8:30 PM. E—
9:30 AM.
BIBLE 101 -
4-6 PM.
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY
6:30-8:30 P.M.
WORSHIP YOGA KFJ
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SUNDAY SCHOOL WOMEN’S BIBLE LIMITLESS
10:10 A.M. STUDY 7-8:30 PM.
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6:30-8:30 P.M. BOARD
MEETING
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CONNECT WITH US!

L MYPGUMC.ORG

/
l\ FACEBOOK.COM/PGUMCHATTON

FACEBOOK.COM/LIMITLESS
INSTAGRAM.COM/MYPGUMC

o

MYPGUMC.ORG/YOUTUBE
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“To know Jesus Christ and 1o make Him known.”




FILL THE
CART

TOO COLD TO BE COOL —

MATTHEW 25:36, 40

January is here with all its wintry
trappings. For those who don’t have
the clothes to keep warm, winter

is a miserable time. Pleasant Grove
wants to Fill The Cart this month
with coats, gloves and other winter
wear to fight the cold.

Donations for adult needs will go
to Our House in Fulton. Our House
is Callaway County’s only homeless
shelter, operated by Ecumenical
Ministries of Callaway County. Two
houses offer shelter for different
needs: Wiley House is an overnight
shelter for single men and women;
Haven House is a transitional shelter
for families with children. Find out
more at OurHouseCallaway.org.

Kid-size donations will be sent to
North Callaway School District.

Excess adult donations will go
to Turning Point in Columbia, a day
center at Wilkes Boulevard Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Open 7:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday and 12:30 to 4 p.m. Sundays,
Turning Point offers a place to store
valuables, receive mail and messag-
es, make local phone calls, use a
computer, take a shower and
do laundry. Find out more at
WilkesBlvdUMC.org.

Let’s spread some warmth this
season!

THREADS OF CARE

KALEB AND MACY STORTS WITH BOONE

New Beginnings and a Fresh Start

By ASSOCIATE PASTOR MACY STORTS

As we step into a new season of the year, in church life and in

our own lives, we are reminded of God’s timeless promise spo-
ken through the prophet Isaiah: “I am about to do a new thing.”
These words were spoken to a people who felt stuck — exhausted,
unsure and longing for hope. Yet, God assures them that even in
the dry places of life, God was already working to bring new life
through extraordinary ways.

In our own church family, we, too, are people who trust that
God is not finished with us even when we feel stuck. New begin-
nings are not only found in January resolutions or major life events
— they are found in the everyday moments where God nudges us,
guides us and interrupts us. Sometimes we carry worries, disap-
pointments or old habits that drain us spiritually. Isaiah’s message
reminds us that God specializes in transformation. When we let go
of what holds us back, we are able to take on the projects and ways
God is already working in our lives.

As a Pleasant Grove UMC family, let us continue to look for
where God is leading. Maybe that is leading in a ministry role at
church, stepping out into faithful acts in your everyday life, or
even starting a conversation about what ministry looks like. Even
if this season has been overwhelming or uncertain, we hold on to
the promise that God makes a way. Not only when the path is easy,
but especially when it is not. God provides direction, strength and
extraordinary ways of new things happening. May your January be
blessed and filled with God’s abundant care and grace, friends!

I AMABOUT TO DO A NEW THING; NOW IT SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU
NOT PERCEIVE IT? I WILL MAKE AWAY INTHE WILDERNESS AND
RIVERS IN THE DESERT.

ISAIAH 43:19



10-POINT PITCH TOURNAMENT FUNDRAISER!
HELP SEND KIDS TO UNITE CAMP.
PLAY 5 GAMES — TOP SCORE WINS!
$100 PER TEAM OF TWO.
REGISTER BY JAN. 7 TO SAVE $25.
SIGN UP AT MYPGUMC.ORG OR USE THE QR CODE.

JAN 24 | 5:30 PM

PLEASANT GROVE UMC
3686 STATE ROADE

AUXVASSE, MO 65231
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NEXTGEN NOTES
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A New Year of Open Doors and Open Hearts

BY NEXTGEN MINISTER KRS O’'NEAL

January invites us to pause, reflect and begin again. Many of us
are coming off a season filled with crowded tables — family gath-
erings, friends we do not see often enough, and conversations that
stretched late into the night. Those moments matter. They remind
us that faith is not only practiced in sanctuaries, but around kitch-
en tables, living rooms, and front porches.

In Acts 2:26, Peter declares, “Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope.” This joy was not
private or hidden. It was shared life — believers gathering, break-
ing bread and welcoming others into the story God was writing
among them. Joy overflowed because community overflowed.

As we step into a new year, the call remains the same for our
students and for us as adults who guide them. We live the gospel
when we practice hospitality. That means continuing to show up
for friends and relatives, even when schedules get busy again. It
also means paying attention to the stranger — the new student,
the quiet neighbor, the person who feels unseen.

NextGen ministry is built on this posture. We gather not just to
fill a room, but to make space. Space for questions, for laughter, for
belonging. My prayer for this year is simple: that our homes, our
church, and our lives would be places where glad hearts and rejoic-
ing tongues point others toward the hope we have in Christ.

ACTS 2:46-47
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NATIVITY SCENES

The On The Road Again gang fed themselves and their
Christmas spirit in Fulton last month, enjoying a display of
more than 100 nativity sets at the United Church of Christ.
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SERVE and Baby Grace

Pleasant Grove is a mobile site for SERVE food pantry and Baby Grace.

THURSDAY, JANURRY 19TH, 11A.M.-2 PN

(We are open every third Thursday of the month.)
If you are in need of a food box from SERVE,
please stop by! You can register that day and

participate in the food pantry.

The Baby Grace store offers free diapers, wipes and gently used or
new clothing for ages birth through 5 years.

QLA AL A AL

COMMUNITY LUNCH

The Discipleship Sunday School class invites
you to join us for a homemade meal.
Stay for a game of cards, dominoes, or
bring a suggestion!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19TH, 12 NOON




ANNOUNCEMENTS

L.LLE.T. Kicks Off 2026

Ladies In Faith Together are starting the new year
off with a pajama party on Saturday, Jan. 3, at Sarah
Peck’s home, 3450 Trophy Ridge Road in Fulton.
From 6 to 9 p.m., they’ll curl up with cocoa and soup
as they connect in fellowship and joy. Bring an appe-
tizer to share and a favorite drink. RSVP to Sarah at
573-808-2324.

EarlyService Relocation Reminder

New year, new location for the 9 a.m. contemporary
service at Pleasant Grove. The early service will begin
meeting in the gym on Sunday, Jan. 4. With more
room to spread out, there are opportunities to wel-
come more people, improve accessibility and strength-
en our hospitality in that early hour. Children’s
Church will meet in the basement fellowship area.

Back on Track

Christmas break is over for most groups meeting at
Pleasant Grove.
* Kids For Jesus and Limitless youth group re-
sume Wednesday night gatherings on Jan. 7.
* Youth Bible Study begins again on Sunday,
Jan. 11.
* Country Friends Quilt Group resumes its
monthly meetings on Wednesday, Jan. 14.

Extended Break

Sisters in Faith will not meet in January. The group
will next gather on Monday, Feb. 2.

Bible Study Reboots

The Tuesday Morning Wom-

en’s Bible Study heads into new
territory when it resumes on Jan.
20. Using the workbook, Strength
in the Struggle by Lauren Ibach,
the group will explore a biblical

understanding of anxiety and fear,

trust in the power of the gospel

as our ultimate hope, and learn to apply God’s Word
in both thought and action. The study meets every
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. at Pleasant Grove. Books are
$12 and available now in the church office. For more
information, contact Becky Stevens at 573-915-9596,
email stevensbecky81@gmail.com, or Pat Hardesty at
573-819-2066, email gardenerinpearls @gmail.com.

PitchingIn

The Pleasant Grove Men’s

Group is hosting a 10-Point
Pitch tournament on Saturday,
Jan. 24, to raise funds for youth
to attend UNITE camp. The
fun starts at 5:30 p.m. Teams
of two will play five games; top
score wins. Entry fee is $100
per team. Register by Jan. 7 and

save $25 off the entry fee. Sign
up at MyPGUMC.org.
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CELEBRATE BAPTISM

the family of God!

2026 BUDGET SNAPSHOT

2025 BUDGET

It was a family affair on Dec. 7 at Pleasant Grove when the entire Blevins
family was baptized — Shelton, Kirsten, Ella and Easton. Welcome to

The PGUMC Administrative Board has approved a budget for the new
year. Here are some highlights for 2026 with comparisons to 2025.

2026 BUDGET

GENERAL OFFERING $239,720 $240,000
ToTAL INCOME $245,928 $250,500
TOTAL EXPENSES $254,510 $290,636
DIFFERENCE ($9,212) ($40,136)

The partnership with Prairie Chapel United Methodist Church is expect-
ed to continue in 2026, generating revenue of $6,000. Salaries and asso-
ciated benefits remain the church’s largest expense category; there also
have been notable increases in the conference apportionment, insurance
and utilities. In addition, funds were budgeted for music at the 11 a.m.
Sunday service and an intern during the summer months.

(Look for an overview of the church’s 2025 year-end financials in the February
issue of News from the Pleasant Grove Pews.)



Mowng Forward in
Mission

ALOOK AT THE 2026 BUDGET

As we look toward the year ahead, it's important to remember who we are and why we do what we do. At Pleasant Grove, our mission is simple and
enduring: to know Jesus Christ and to make Him known. This mission shapes everything we celebrate, plan and give.

Dver the past year, we have wimessed faithfulness and growth. Our children and youth gatherings have increased, and our worship has been
vibrant and meaningful. New relationships have formed, old ones strengthened, and lives touched through prayer, service, generosity and presence.
These are the resulis of our congregation's “yes” to God's work among us.

As we prepare for the future, our budget reflects this posture. We assess ministry needs first, rusting God to provide through the generosity of our
community, We ask, “What is God calling us to do?" and invite everyone to participate,

2026 Budget Snapshot
What this budget supports:

» Life-giving worship that helps us encounter Christ together.
» Children, youth and family ministries that form faith across generations.
» Hospitality and outreach that extend Christ’s welcome into our community.
» Healthy, supported leadership for pastors, staff and volunteers
s Faithful stewardship of our facilities and shared spaces.
® » Connectional ministry, including our covenant with Prairie Chapel and the wider United Methodist
Church.

Our approach:
At Pleasant Grove, we discern our ministry needs first and then trust God to provide through the
generosity of God's people. This budget reflects growth in ministry and invites continued generosity as

we move forward together.

A full, detailed budget is available upon request or through the church office. A brief summary
appears on page 14 of this newsletter.
This year's budget is focused on growth — both in depth and reach:

& To know Jesus Christ, we are investing in thoughtful worship, faith-forming teaching at every life stage, and healthy, equipped leadership.
® To make Jesus Christ known, we prioritize hospitality, outreach and connection — within our congregation, with Prairie Chapel, and
throughout the community.

Our budget assumes ongoing generosity, rooted in confidence from God's past provisions. Generosity is an expression of discipleship, a way to say,
“I believe in what God is doing here, and | want [0 be part of it.”

We are committed to careful stewardship. Past facility expenses have been addressed, and costs are structured responsibly. Our connectional
commitments remain a priority, as we believe the church flourishes when we live our faith together.

This budget is a statement of trust — trust in God's calling, provision and the response of Pleasant Grove's people.

As we step into the new year, the invitation is simple: keep going. Show up, give, serve and trust that seeking to know Jesus Christ and make Him
known will lead to God's faithfulness.

We are grateful for all that has been and hopeful for what is to come.,

Knowing Christ. Making Christ Known. Moving Forward Together.



Let’s support and uplift each other
through the power of prayer.

ays to Request Prayer

1. Submit your prayer requests through the PG App by
tapping Contact and the Prayer tab. Fill out the brief
form and submit.

2. On our website, MyPGUMC.org, click on the
Prayer Request graphic on the home page or click on
Prayer Concerns under the Stay Connected menu
(MyPGUMC.org/stay-connected,/ prayer-concems).
Fill out the brief form and submit,

. Contact the church office at 573-387-4822 or
Pastor Paul Klepees at 816-752-3635.

. Call the Prayer Tree at 573-597-2102 or email macy @mypgumc.org.




Associate Pastor Macy Storts and her husband, Kaleb, are expect-
ing a baby later this month. The Homebuilders Sunday School
class hosted a baby shower for the couple on Dec. 7. When the
blessed event occurs, Pastor Macy will take a 10- to 12-week
maternity leave. Pastor Paul Klepees will fill in for Macy in her
absence; Nancy Linville will pitch in for nonpastoral needs. The
Prayer Tree will continue as well.
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Christmas at Pleasant Grove

We celebrated the jo
CHRISTMAS DAY Jey
The children brought the joy to a special of Christmas throuabout
show-and-tell segment of the Christmas fC gb
morning service. the Advent season, from

ministering to Bethlebem
Store families to fellowsbipping
ac gatberings, from
candlelight Communion

on Christmas €Eve to jubi-

l[ant exuberance at a special

Cbristmas Day service. Rere

are some snapshots of our

favorite yuletide memories.

=== BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOV, WHICH
SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE. FOR UNTO YOU IS BORN THIS DAV IN THE

CITY OF DAVID A SAVIOR, WHICH IS CHRIST THE LORD.

LUKE 2:10-11



BETHLEHEM STORE

A nine-year tradition continued Dec. 6 when Bethlehem Store opened, serving 26
families this year. Each family has volunteered at Pleasant Grove throughout the
year, helping with Kids For Jesus, Feed The Children, Third Thursday Communi-
ty Lunch, Baby Grace and Food Pantry ministries. Sponsors provided Christmas
gifts for 62 children; additional volunteers wrapped the gifts, served as greeters,
prepared refreshments, and helped load the wrapped gifts into cars. If you’d like to
work with Bethlehem Store in 2026, contact Cindy Feutz at 573-473-6316.

il




SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION

The Commissioners Sunday School class enjoyed a Christmas party on Dec. 20
at the home of Gayle and Ann English.




LIMITLESS CHRISTMAS PARTY

Pleasant Grove youth celebrated the season of Christmas cheer on Dec. 14 at the church.
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Come comfy in your jammies--bring a
cozy blanket and your Bible.

_+..

Let's kickoff the new year with fellowship, joy and

encouragement!

We will gather, connect, and prepare our hearts for
all that God has planned for us in 2026! |

Bring an appetizer to share and drink of your choice.

Hot Cocoa Bar and Soup will be provided.

January| 3| 2026

6-9pm
3450 Trophy Ridge Rd Fulton, Mo 65251

RSVP: Sarah 573-808-2324




WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

A BIBLE STUDY WORKEOOK
FOR WOMEN ON LETTING GO
OF FEAR AND ANXIETY

9:30 A.M. TUESDAYS
AT PLEASANT GROVE




JOIN US FOR NEW SERMON SERIES

ABRAHAM’S TABLE
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OUTREACH PLANS

Bible 101

Ready for a deeper understanding of God’s Word?
Pastor Paul Klepees will lead a Bible 101 class on
Sunday, Jan. 18, from 4 to 6 p.m. at Pleasant Grove.
Open to everyone, Bible 101 is a two-hour intro-
duction designed to help participants move beyond
a surface reading of Scripture and discover deeper
meaning within the biblical text.

The class begins with a clear and accessible over-
view of the Bible’s history and structure, offering
helpful tools for understanding how Scripture came
together and how it functions as a unified story.
Using Psalm 23 as the primary text, participants will
practice reading Scripture with attention to context,
imagery and theology. This class is ideal for those
who are seeking greater confidence and depth in how
they read and engage the Bible. For more informa-
tion, contact the church office at 573-387-4822.

Camp Plans

The calendar may say
January, but plans

are already afoot for
UNITE youth camp in
July. Pleasant Grove
youth are invited to
attend the camp July
20-24 on the campus oLl
of Central Methodist

University in Fay-
ette. With a 2026 theme of “In Tension,” UNITE is
a space for all people to connect in such a way that
every generation feels empowered to cultivate God’s
vision of love and grace in our world. It’s a powerful
week that will change lives. For more information
about UNITE 2026, contact NextGen Minister Kris
O’Neal at nextgen @mypgumc.org.

Leading and Loving Like Jesus

What does it look like to follow Jesus in today’s
challenging world? On Saturday, Feb. 28, area United
Methodists will explore two key elements of Jesus’s
leadership: curiosity and loving one another. This
statewide laity training event will be led by Rev.
Robert Johnson, lead pastor at Resurrection Lee’s
Summit. It will be broadcast live to local churches
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; stay tuned for details and
locations. Indicate your interest at www.
MoUMethodist.org/interest-form.

BLESSINGS

MALACHI 3:10

=
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Join us in our mission to know
Jesus Christ and make Him
known. Your generosity enables
us to help more and more peo-
ple experience a life-changing
relationship with Him. We are
truly grateful for your donations
and hope the convenience and
simplicity of our ways of giving
are helpful to you.

1. Try scanning our QR code.

2. To use mobile giving, down-
load the “Church By Ministry
One” app to your mobile
device. Search for Pleasant
Grove by entering the zip
code 65231.

3. Online giving can be found at

www.mypgumec.org/donate.

. Text “GIVE" to 573-312-2909.

. Cash and checks can be

placed in the offering plates
during worship services or
mailed to the church office at
3686 State Road E, Auxvasse,
MO 65231.

6. Give through your Venmo
account through our
electronic giving platforms.

[Sa 0

Consider becoming a recurring
giver. Church statistics show that
churches with high numbers of
recurring givers experience the
most growth.

If you need assistance or have
questions about our digital
giving methods, please reach out
to the church office by phone at
573-387-4822.
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First Service 9:00-10:00am ;?}
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Sunday School 10:10-10:50am ﬁr'-‘ 1’) A

Second Service 11:00am-Noon ,.
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