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The ___________________ Test:  Does the ___________________ of 

God abide? 

 

The ___________________ Test:  Does the ___________________ of 

God abide? 

What do we know about hate? 

 

• ____________________ with the devil. 

• ____________________ seeks another's __________________. 

  

  

What do we know about love? 

 

• Originates with ________________. 

• ____________________ seeks another's __________________. 

 

 

Our love for people ____________________ the love of our Heavenly 

Father. 

 

 

We love people authentically is when it:  

1. Starts in our own ____________________. 

2. Continues with our ____________________ family. 

3. _____________________ into all ______________________. 

 
NEXT WEEK: 1 John 4:7 – 5:4 (Pastor Peter Salmon) 

Small Group Format 
 

1. Welcome 

If anyone has had a significant event in their life this past week, give them a minute 

to share with the group. If necessary, take some time to pray for any immediate 

needs at the beginning of the meeting. 

2. Vision/Purpose  

One of the key ingredients of a disciple-making small group is a Biblical 

Foundation. How can our group biblically resolve conflict according to Matthew 

18:15-17? 

3. Small Group Guidelines 

Review guidelines (Use “I” Statements, No Fixing, Confidentiality, Listening) that 

cultivate a healthy environment for sharing. 

4. Opening Prayer 

5. Read Scripture Passage/Tell Bible Story Passage 

6. Discussion Questions 

Use a good mix of Head, Heart, and Hand questions. Below are questions your 

group can pick from if you follow the sermon series. 

7. Personal Sharing and Prayer Requests 

You can share and pray in one group, in smaller groups, or in gender-specific 

groups. Make sure that phone numbers are shared so that group members can 

encourage each other during the week.  
 

Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

Warm-Up: Get the conversation started, get to know each other. 

1. What is your favorite holiday to celebrate? Why is it your favorite?  

Head: These questions help us examine the Word. 

1. Open God’s word together and read 1 John 3:10-24. What are some 

observations you had from this text? 

2. Discuss together the contrast between love and hate? What makes up hate? 

What makes up love? 

3. How are verses 14 and 16 connected? What does it mean to truly love others?  

Heart: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe. 

1. It was said: “The fruit of spiritual maturity does not harvest solely in personal 

holiness, but also in sacrificial love." Do you agree with that? How has that been 

true in your life? 

2. Go through the following questions of Spiritual Paternity together: 

a. Do you truly understand God’s love for you? 

b. Has God’s love for you changed anything about you recently? 

c. Do you realize God’s love for the people around you? 

d. Does your love for your family reflect the love of your Father? 

 Hand: These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into our everyday life. 

1. (If you break into smaller groups, go ahead and do that now) Discuss … 

a. Is there anything in your life right now that doesn’t reflect the love 

of Christ? How can we pursue loving our families and one another? 

b. Are you willing to take a step toward truly loving people? What is 

that step? Examples… 

i. A discipleship relationship with someone. 

ii. Serving in the community regularly. 

iii. Reconciling with those I have hurt. 

iv. Share the gospel with someone who doesn't know Jesus. 


