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1. WELCOME
If anyone has had a significant event in their life this past week, give them a minute 
to share with the group. If necessary, take some time to pray for any immediate 
needs right at the beginning of the meeting.

2. VISION/PURPOSE
Take time to thank God for what he has done in and through our church during the 
One Mission campaign.

3. SMALL GROUP GUIDELINES
Review guidelines (Use “I” Statements, No Fixing, Confidentiality, Listening) that 
cultivate a healthy environment for sharing and discussion. 

4. OPENING PRAYER
5. READ SCRIPTURE PASSAGE/TELL BIBLE STORY PASSAGE
6. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Use a good mix of Head (informational/study) questions, Heart (personal reflection) 
questions, and Hand (practical application) questions. Below are questions your 
group can pick from to follow along with the sermon series.

7. PERSONAL SHARING AND PRAYER REQUESTS
You can share and pray in one group, in smaller groups, or in gender specific 
groups. Make sure that phone numbers are shared so that encouragement and con-
nection can happen during the week. 

QUESTIONS
WARM UP: Do you have Thanksgiving plans? What is one thing you are thankful for 
this year?

HEAD: These questions help us examine the Word.

1. Read John 6:1-14. For many, this is a familiar passage, but did the sermon prompt 
any fresh thoughts or realizations?
2. What are some indicators that we aren’t depending on God?

HEART: These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

3. Most people are on a spectrum between active urgency and prayerful depen-
dency. “Passive Patties” spiritualize their laziness, not recognizing that obedience 
is a necessary part of sanctification. “Striving Sammys” think that everything is their 
responsibility and forget that God sometimes works in us at a different speed than 
we would like. Where do you think you fall on this spectrum, and why? 
4. What can people on opposite ends of the spectrum learn from each other?

HAND: These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into our everyday life.

5. What is something that you giving to God, and how are you praying that God will 
use it and multiply it?
6. How does meditating on the greatness of God stir our hearts to trust and depend 
on Him?
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Write down your observations about John 6:1-14:

Any time we offer something to God:

 1. He will ________________ it. 

 2. He will ________________ it.

 3. He will ________________ it.

Prayerful Dependency: Believing that 
God can do the ____________________.

Where would you put yourself on this spectrum?

X---------------------------------------------------------------------------X
      Passive Patty        Striving Sammy

NEXT WEEK: “Waiting for Christmas”: Luke 1:1-25
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