
A Personal Story that Changed Lives 

I was the pastor of Warren UMC in Warren, Texas for three years during the 90’s.  One day 

something happened that changed my life, the life of a young man in the church and one very 

young, special life.  My church member was probably a late teen at that time.  He had tears in his 

eyes as well as fear when he came to talk with me.  He said he had gotten a young girl in town 

pregnant. Warren is a very small town so you can imagine the gossip.  She had told him he was 

the father and she was planning to have an abortion.  This story plays out millions of times a year 

in some form although what happened next is highly unusual.  I promised the young man I would 

go and talk with this young woman to try and persuade her to keep the baby.  It was my duty as it 

is everyone’s duty to try and save lives.  I knocked on her door one morning and she greeted me.  

I couldn’t tell she was pregnant, but I did tell her why I came.  I told her I was there to plead for 

the baby’s life and for her to know that we would do anything to help.  Then, the reveal.  She 

said the church member was not the father of the child.  She said that she made up the story to 

cover up something.  This young woman broke the ninth commandment and almost broke the 

sixth.  She decided not to have an abortion.  I’m glad she told the truth at the door and decided 

that the child’s life was precious.  The young man that was a member of the church was both 

relieved and angry for being lied to and lied about.  Wouldn’t you be?  I know the baby was 

born, but I don’t know what kind of life the child had growing up.  The good news is, the child 

had a life that didn’t end before birth.  Lives were changed that day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 Questions Jesus Asked that Will Change Your Life! 

 

 

Chapter Three 

 

 

“Jesus said to them, ‘Aren’t you deceived for this reason, because you don’t know the scriptures 

or the power of God?’”  (Mark 12:24 NET).    For context, read Mark 12:18-27 below. 

 

18 Sadducees (who say there is no resurrection) also came to him and asked him, 19 “Teacher, 

Moses wrote for us: ‘If a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, that man must 

marry the widow and father children for his brother.’ 20 There were seven brothers. The first 

one married,  and when he died he had no children. 21 The second married her and died without 

any children, and likewise the third. 22 None of the seven had children. Finally, the woman died 

too. 23 In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will she be? For all seven had 

married her.” 24 Jesus said to them, “Aren’t you deceived for this reason, because you don’t 

know the scriptures or the power of God? 25 For when they rise from the dead, they neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 26 Now as for the dead being 

raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God said to 

him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God 

of the dead but of the living. You are badly mistaken!”  (Mark 12:18-27 NET). 

 

The third Sunday in January is usually the day before the holiday celebrating the work and life of  

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  It is also the annual Sanctity of Life Sunday where many in our 

nation observe a day of mourning and prayer. Our church (FUMC Bryan) supports our local 

Hope Pregnancy Center of Brazos Valley which has saved and changed countless lives.   

 

Over 25 years ago, I made a promise to the Lord to echo the voice of the prophets in declaring 

the  Word of God surrounding the issues that flow from the sanctity of God’s gift of life. My 

purpose is to fulfill my calling to teach a biblical, Wesleyan, Christian worldview . Over the 

years, I’ve taught on the topics of war, euthansasia, abuse, creationism, racism, the death penalty, 



suicide and murder (breaking of the 6th commandment). Obviously, I’ve preached biblical 

messages outlining the biblical, Christian theology of the gift of life from day one.  Since the 

infamous Roe v Wade decision penned by the US Supreme Court in 1973, abortion remains as 

the leading cause of human death.  Abort73.org estimates over 60 million abortions have been 

performed in America since 1973.   No rational argument can be made that unborn human beings 

are not persons who are “endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights,” among them 

life.   The  Supreme Court made a similarly God Awful decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford.  In 

1857, the Supremes ruled that Dred Scott, his wife and two daughters were not persons as blacks; 

therefore, they could not claim United States citizenship and sue for freedom nor did they have 

legal standing to petition the court.  This decision is one reason the civil war commenced.   

 

There are many that choose to preach a cotton candy Christianity that is sweet to the taste, but is 

all fluffy and no substance.  I cannot.  I do not think I am heroic by simply standing with great 

preachers throughout history, like the late great Rev. Billy Graham, to preach that there is sin in 

our lives and in our nation requiring a call people to repentance.  Inspired by Rev. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, I have vowed to God to stand up  and declare the truth manifested in God’s Word 

on issues surrounding the sacredness of all human life.  I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation.  I am not ashamed that I have stood up to plead 

with people to open their conscience to the fact that unborn human beings have a right to life.  

God’s Word says, “Certainly you made my mind and heart; you wove me together in my 

mother’s womb.”  (Psalm 139:13 NET).   

 

We’ve engaged in exhaustive debate about abortion throughout the world.  Recently,  I asked the 

Lord, in prayer on my knees, why are people not persuaded by the truth of the Word of God?  

I’ve cried out about why we are such stiff-necked people who refuse to turn from our wicked 

ways, humble ourselves, and pray so that the Lord might hear us and heal our land. 

   

So, a few months ago, while in prayer, the Holy Spirit gave me a connection that ties together all 

of these issues surrounding the sanctity of life.  Why do we not see through God’s eyes with 

compassion and with His broken heart?   Why don’t people hear the truth and change their 

worldview?  Then, I came across the answer in a  question Jesus asked religious leaders who 



were also the political leaders in Israel (no separation of synagogue and state).  “Jesus said to 

them, ‘Aren’t you deceived for this reason, because you don’t know the scriptures or the power 

of God?’”  (Mark 12:24 NET).     

 

Jesus judged them.  Yes, we sing “Jesus loves me,” but Jesus also judges my sin.  Jesus judged 

that they are deceived because they don’t know the Scriptures.  Was Jesus wrong?  Can God’s 

own leaders be deceived?  One common theme throughout all of human history is that people 

will not repent of sin even when convicted by sin.  Why?  Because we are a stubborn lot who 

will not accept the prerequisite to repent of sin.  What is required before you repent of sin?  You 

have to first acknowledge that you are wrong and God is right in all His ways.  You have to 

believe that the Scripture is Truth and that you will study it and apply it to your life to live out 

the truth even when is hard and even if it goes against the tide. There is no forgiveness without 

repentance and no repentance without admitting you are wrong.  Hear Jesus on this subject: “I 

have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  (Luke 5:32). “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is near.”  (Matthew 3:2).  “The people of Nineveh will stand up at the 

judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented when Jonah preached to 

them—and now, something greater than Jonah is here!”  (Luke 11:32).  The problem is that we 

do not all share in a common biblical worldview! 

 

Arguably, George Barna is the best researcher in the nation.  As a Christian layman, his mission 

is to measure America’s views and specifically, the state of the church.  Barna, who is head of 

the Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian University, produced “The American 

Worldview Inventory.”  You may not like Barna’s conclusions and argue about his methodology, 

but go read and judge for yourself.   His latest book is Faith Leadership in a Divided Culture.  

Do you think our American culture is divided?  Do you think the church is divided?  Barna will 

show you evidence of how deep the division is. Barna’s survey is a tool of 51 questions that 

assesses both beliefs and behavior of Christians. Barna’s research reveals shocking truths about 

the church in America:  

● Although 7 out of 10 Americans consider themselves to be Christian, just 6% actually 

possess a biblical worldview. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205%3A32&version=NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203%3A2&version=NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011%3A32&version=NET


● Just one-fifth of those attending evangelical Protestant churches (21%) have a biblical 

worldview... The study finds even smaller proportions in mainline Protestant (8%) 

and Roman Catholic (1%).  

● The number of American adults holding a biblical worldview has declined by 50% 

over the past quarter century (25 years). 

● Regarding the youngest adult generation, the numbers are even more startling. A mere 

2% of those 18 to 29 years old possess a biblical worldview.  (Alert: You can’t hold a 

biblical worldview and believe in tenets of Marxism, Socialism, Totalitarianism or 

Secular Humanism) https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-

barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-

worldview/) 

Barna’s research is jaw-dropping, but so is the encounter between Jesus and the 

political/religious leaders of His day.  Jesus was asked a question by them.  In turn, Jesus asked 

them a question.  The political/religious leaders were called Saduccees.  They didn’t believe in 

the resurrection which is why they were “sad you see.”  I apologize.  I know that’s a corny pun.  

They tried to entrap Jesus by asking a question about the afterlife and resurrection.  They feigned 

concern about what happens when a woman dies after marrying seven  brothers in succession 

which by the way, simply by virtue of marrying 7 brothers, she should receive a crown of 

endurance.  They asked, “Whose wife will she be in heaven?”   Then, Jesus lowered the boom:   

 

“Jesus said to them, “Aren’t you deceived for this reason, because you don’t know the scriptures 

or the power of God?  For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in 

marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”  (Jesus didn’t say you become an angel when you day, 

but that like the angels you’re eternal purpose in heaven is to enjoy and serve the will of God to 

the glory of God). Then, Jesus made it clear that God is the God of the living: “Now as for the 

dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how 

God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?” (Mark 

12:18-27).” 

 

https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-worldview/
https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-worldview/
https://americanpastorsnetwork.net/2020/03/30/new-george-barna-research-dangerously-low-percentage-of-americans-have-a-biblical-worldview/


Jesus judged them.  He rebuked them.  He said their problem wasn’t just this one false teaching, 

but they were deceived because they didn’t know the Scriptural truth or the power of God.  Ka-

boom. Jesus is challenging them.  He is making a judgment about the worldview of the 

religious/political leaders of His day.  They claimed to know the Scripture, but they didn’t 

believe in the resurrection and didn’t understand the nature of heaven.    

 

The religious leaders broke the 9th commandment by bearing false witness about the nature of 

heaven and the resurrection.  They also bore false witness about Jesus Himself.   Like the 

religious leaders of Jesus’ day, our culture has created a caricature of Jesus; a fake Jesus to fit 

their worldview.  The biblical Jesus is blunt and to the point.  Remember, Jesus said, “Do not 

think I come to bring peace to the earth.  I have not come to bring peace, but a sword!”  

(Matthew 10:34 NET).    

 

Jesus was speaking figuratively about the sword and not literally.  Jesus was saying the world 

will be divided between who follows me and who rejects me.  That verse would be a great verse 

to take out of context and put on a  billboard to deceive people about the Christian faith.  Did you 

know there has been a well-funded, long-time campaign to attack the Christian faith taking 

Scripture out of context?  One billboard claims Christians are cannibals who physically eat the 

body and drink the blood of Jesus.  Another claims Jesus taught to hate those who disagree with 

you.  Yet, I know Jesus said love one another and love your enemies, but the enemies of the 

church don’t play faith and break the ninth commandment to smear God’s people.  These are 

“pants on fire” lies.   Which commandment is broken billions of times a day and divides us more 

than any other?  The 9th. “Thou shalt now bear false witness.”   They lied about Jesus.  They 

bore false witness about Jesus and continue to lie and attack His church.   

 

In England, over 250 years ago, many bore false witness about John Wesley who founded the 

Methodist movement.   John Wesley was banned from preaching in many of the pulpits of the 

Church of England.  In Wesley’s Preface to his Standard Sermons (which are the doctrine of the 

UM Church) Wesley advocated a bible-centered life or we could say he insisted on a biblical 

worldview.  He wrote:  “I want to know one thing; the way to heaven; how to land safe on that 

happy shore. God Himself has condescended to teach the way; for this very end He came from 



heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O give me that book! At any price, give me the book 

of God! I have it: here is knowledge enough for me. Let me be "homo unius libri."   (A man of 

one book) - From his Preface to Standard Sermons 

 

I’m a Wesleyan in theology.  We use reason, experience and Christian tradition to be certain we 

stand upon the truth of the Word of God and we do it with grace for all and grace in all.  We 

have a heart that burns for the world to know Jesus and for all people to come to the Truth that 

Jesus is Lord.   We have a heart to love  our neighbors, to love our enemies, and that love causes 

us to speak up for the unborn who cannot speak for themselves.  If you don’t do it, then who 

will?   

 

Sadly, breaking the 9th commandment will continue until Jesus comes.  God has warned us  

through St. Peter.  Peter was crucified upside down because he didn’t think himself worthy to die 

like Jesus.  Peter, the Rock, refused to bow down to the government as they persecuted him for 

his faith in Christ.  Peter forewarned the church about a great falling away:  “But false prophets 

arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. These false teachers will 

infiltrate your midst with destructive heresies, even to the point of denying the Master who 

bought them. As a result, they will bring swift destruction on themselves. And many will follow 

their debauched lifestyles. Because of these false teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. 

And in their greed they will exploit you with deceptive words….”  (2 Peter 2:1-3).  

 

Why doesn’t the world, why don’t Christians mourn for and repent of sin?  Methodism used to 

have something called a mourner’s bench where people went to pray during worship to confess 

their sins.  Chrisitan theology answers the question about mourning over sin with an answer that 

reveals the vital work of responding to the Holy Spirit to bring us under conviction.   The 

prevenient grace of God is always at work bringing people to a place of encountering God’s 

gracious love and truth.  God’s holiness and love convicts us of our sins.  Yet, people will not 

repent of sin unless the Holy Spirit leads them to a place where they have a crisis of decision.  

That crisis of faith occurs within our hearts when we realize that our views don’t match God’s 

truth.  Some will quench the Spirit, deny the Spirit and rather than repent they will twist the 

Scripture so they can justify going along with the common cultural groupthink.   



 

You are in a battle of worldviews and the church always has been and will be.  That’s why you 

see such conflict and division in America and throughout history as the church is persecuted.  It’s 

a spiritual battle.  Repentance requires being in agreement with God that sin is wrong.  The 

hardest thing to do is admit you are wrong and God is right and righteous in all His ways.  There 

is no forgiveness without repentance; and no repentance without admitting you are wrong.       

 

The good news is that you can have the greatest joy and an abundant life by simply praying in 

your heart: “Lord, my righteousness is as filthy rags.  I have sin in me.  I come to Jesus to 

cleanse me and forgive me.  Give me the power of the Holy Spirit so I will take up my cross and 

follow Jesus no matter what the cost.” 

 

I want to end with a good word from the half-brother of Jesus.  Hey Jude, speak to us a word of 

encouragement to the church:  “Dear friends, although I have been eager to write to you about 

our common salvation, I now feel compelled instead to write to encourage you to contend 

earnestly for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.”  (Jude 1:3).  In essence, 

Jude was saying what the Emmaus community says so often during the Walk to Emmaus 

retreats:  Jesus is counting on me and I am counting on Christ! 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper 

There are many verses that clearly reveal human life is God’s gift and that human life 

(biologically) is precious in the womb.  To deny such basic facts, which common culture does, is 

to bear false witness.  If you go to a concordance, you will not find the word abortion there.  

However, the act of killing a child while in the womb is in Scripture.  

 

“At that time Menahem sacked Tiphsah, all who were in it and its territory from Tirzah on; 

because they did not open it to him, he sacked it. He ripped open all the pregnant women in it.” 

(2 Kings 15:16 NRSV). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude%201%3A3&version=NET
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2015%3A16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2015%3A16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2015%3A16&version=NRSV


 

“Samaria shall bear her guilt, because she has rebelled against her God; they shall fall by the 

sword, their little ones shall be dashed in pieces, and their pregnant women ripped open.”  

(Hosea 13:16 NRSV). 

 

The two instances above are sometimes twisted to say that God endorsed such actions simply 

because they were reported.  It is fair to suggest that these actions of “ripping” open women with 

children is not an abortion, but an act of war.  An atrocity.  Actually, a war crime, but whether it 

is during war or not the child is dead either way.  God’s Word reveals that the act of taking the 

life of any child (born or unborn) in order to eliminate your enemy in the future or dispense with 

any future problems is an abomination.  Amos the prophet wrote about this same common tactic 

of killing your future enemy in the womb when Amos pronounced God’s judgment against the 

Ammonites because they killed the unborn in Gilead.  Is there a balm in Gilead?  Here is what 

Amos wrote: “Thus says the Lord: For three transgressions of the Ammonites, and for four, I will 

not revoke the punishment; because they have ripped open pregnant women in Gilead in order to 

enlarge their territory.”  (Amos 1:13).   

 

Here’s a synopsis of the culture during the time of Amos from bible.org:  

“Amos was a sheepherder from the southern kingdom of Judah. Amos 7:15 shows us that he 

received a direct call from God to go prophesy to the northern kingdom of Israel. So Amos goes 

to Bethel, which was functioning as the capitol of Israel. The king, Jeroboam II, lived there. 

Bethel had special significance in Israel's history. In Genesis 28: we see that this is where Jacob 

had his dream about the angels descending on the ladder and his wrestling with God. But now it 

had become the center for idol worship in the Northern Kingdom. Jeroboam set up golden calves 

in Bethel and Dan for the Israelites to worship, because he didn't want the people worshipping 

God in Jerusalem and reuniting the kingdom.”   (https://bible.org/seriespage/amos)   

Any bible timeline will show you that these events took place during the days of Uzziah, king of 

Judah and in the days of Jeroboam (somewhere between 790-753 B.C.).  Israel was still powerful 

militarily and politically, but morally and spiritually corrupt.  The Lord would allow the “apple 

of His eye” (Israel) to be conquered by the Assyrians in 722 B.C.   Amos warned the Israelites,  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%2013%3A16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%2013%3A16&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%201%3A13&version=NRSV
https://bible.org/seriespage/amos


but they wouldn’t repent. The Ammonites cut open the pregnant women to eliminate their future 

enemies.  God never forgot and promised to bring justice in His righteous judgment.   

There is a war going on in the world.  The womb is the most dangerous place in the world.  

China’s one child policy and the policies of many nations is heartbreaking if you have the 

compassion of God and see the world through God’s eyes.  I hope to persuade you to see through 

God’s eyes and through the eyes of the unborn who have no voice. Christ is counting on you.  

And I am counting on Christ. 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

1. Define a biblical or Christian worldview? 

 

2. Why are people not persuaded by the plain meaning and truth of Scripture? 

 

3. Jesus made a judgment that the religious leaders were deceived because they did 

not know the Scriptures nor the power of God.  How are people deceived?  

 

4. The ninth commandment is about bearing false witness.  Share an example of how 

lying to deceive others is harming our culture, our nation and breaking personal 

relationships?  

 

5. How is Christ counting on you to make a difference in standing up with the 

courage of your convictions and being a witness for Christ?  When have you done so? 


