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Welcome to the new D6 EveryDay Curriculum

Explorers Teaching Guide!
Explorers Teaching Guide is a leader’s guide for those who teach third-fifth grade. This teaching
guide will help your students know God through the study of His Word and learn to apply and
live those truths. Explorers is part of the D6 family of Sunday School/Bible study curriculum for all
ages. D6 is a reference to the Scriptural teaching that says parents are to be the primary spiritual
leaders for the children (Deuteronomy 6:5-9). D6 EveryDay curriculum provides a three-year study
of the story of the Bible, helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme*
each week.
Explorers Teaching Guide and its companion publications—Explorers Teaching Essentials and
Explorer’s Guide (student magazine)—are the arm of D6 EveryDay curriculum for third-fifth graders.
Included in the Teaching Guide

Variety—Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testaments. There will

occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the Old or New Testament lessons.
Icons indicate how the lessons may be customized for a large group or small group setting.

Preparation Checklist—This provides a list of what is needed for the different parts of
the lesson whether it is a Teaching Essential or additional items needed for the lesson.

Lesson Objective—It’s hard to know if your lesson is successful if you’re not sure what

you’re trying to accomplish. That’s why every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Application Verse—D6 Curriculum has always emphasized a verse from God’s Word to

learn. The verses correlate with the topics and provide and intentional focus for students to apply
the verse to their lives and not just memorize the words (James 1:22).

Family Theme—This provides the theme that ages kindergarten-adult will be studying. The

lessons are written and designed to be age-appropriate, yet still focus on the same theme to encourage family conversations about God’s Word.

Zoom In—Lessons include brief notes to help the teacher and the student develop a biblical
worldview by thinking biblically and seeing the world through the lens of Scripture.

D6 Digital—D6 EveryDay curriculum is available in a digital format. You can access the
lessons and essentials from your laptop, tablet, or smartphone. Go to randallhouse.com or call
800.877.7030 for more information.
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D6 EveryDay curriculum is built around five important steps to help students learn and participate in every lesson. These five steps are:
Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention to help them transition to class time and get started to learn from God’s Word. Two options are provided so teachers
can choose the activity that best fits their students and their classroom setting.

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this question by digging
into the biblical text and explaining it in ways students can understand.

Dig Deeper—This section of the lesson provides additional teaching and reinforcement of
biblical truths presented in the lesson.

Apply It—This section encourages learners see how the biblical truths they have just learned,
as well as the application verse for the lesson, applies to their lives in personal ways.

Live It—The final section in each lesson encourages and challenges students to use what they
have learned in the lesson and live it out in their every day lives.

Additional Features
Bible Basics—These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop deeper biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important facts and truths every believer
should know.

How It Fits—This helps the teacher and the student understand how the entire Bible
fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture of God’s plan.

Take Note: These are additional tips and information you will find helpful when preparing and teaching the lesson.
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Explorers Components
Explorers Teaching Resources

Explorers Teaching Resources provide the tools needed to most effectively teach third-fifth grade.
Each kit includes one Explorers Teaching Guide, Explorers Teaching Essentials (includes teaching
pictures and posters, reproducible sheets, application verse posters, and Field Notes), and one copy
of Explorer’s Guide. Field Notes are a weekly link between the class and home. These reproducible
sheets are designed to reinforce weekly lessons and themes through the use of age-appropriate
activities that are used in both settings. One side provides a worksheet activity to be used in the
classroom. The other side provides tools to be used at home. A code for a digital copy of the Teaching Guide is also included with the Teaching Essentials.

Explorer’s Guide
Explorers Teaching Guide

Explorers Teaching Essentials

Explorer’s Guide

Explorer’s Guide is the devotional magazine for students in third-fifth grade. It
is a tool designed to help the student establish the habit of spending daily time
with God in His Word. This magazine features 13 weeks of daily Bible studies,
which help reinforce the themes of the lessons students learned at church. It
also includes crafts or recipes, age-appropriate jokes to share with friends and
family members, short stories, and articles to help them grow as Christ followers.
Every student in your class needs his or her own copy of Explorer’s Guide to
read and study throughout the quarter.
Devotional magazines are available for everyone in your family. To order visit www.D6family.com.
All of the Explorers products can be ordered online at D6curriculum.com, or you can order them by
calling 1-800-877-7030.
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Talking With Children
About Spiritual Matters
One of your most important roles as a church leader to elementary students will be to encourage and
guide them in their spiritual journey. God has given parents the most important and influential role
when it comes to influencing a child’s path to salvation, and leaders at church have the responsibility
to support and encourage this process.
Ideally, parents will be the ones to help their kids navigate a decision to follow Christ, but children’s
ministry leaders should be prepared and ready when needed. Kids will have questions about faith
at random times, so it’s important for everyone on your team to be trained about leading them
to Christ and answering questions they may have. Sometimes kids respond to an invitation for
salvation, but when you talk with them you can tell what they really need is assurance of salvation,
help understanding how to fight temptations, or some other aspect of navigating their walk with
Christ. See #4 below for help with those situations.
There are many methods that are effective, but the following provides general guidelines and
principles with regard to leading a child to Christ.
Whenever a child responds, it’s important to discern the reasons for the response and the readiness
of the child.
•	Ask the child why he responded today (came forward, raised his hand, went to the back of
the room, etc.). Don’t make the assumption the child is responding to a need for salvation.
Sometimes kids just want to tell you about an injury or a pet that is sick. Be careful not to ask
leading questions like, “Did you come to become a Christian?” Ask questions that allow the
child to word his reason for responding.
•	If the child provides enough feedback to show readiness for this important step of faith, proceed
with the next steps. If you do not feel the child fully understands, listen to why she came and
pray with her about her need, but do not proceed. Walking a child through that decision before
she is ready can lead to much confusion and provide a false sense of security in salvation.
Here are some guidelines for talking with children about salvation:
1. We have a problem—we all sin and there’s a penalty for sin.
•	
What is sin? Sin is anything we think, say, or do that goes against God’s Word. Sin breaks
our relationship with God.
•	
Have you ever sinned? Encourage the child to recognize he has sinned and use the Bible to
show that all have sinned (Romans 3:23).
•	
Do you know what punishment is? Allow the child to respond. The Bible teaches us the
punishment for sin means that at some point everyone will die and be separated
from God. It’s a punishment earned because of sin (Romans 6:23).
5

2.	God has a solution to the problem—Jesus took the punishment for sin and made a way
to fix our relationship with God.
•	God loved us so much that He sent His Son to die on the cross to pay the price for
our sins (Romans 5:8).
•	God offers the free gift of salvation and all who choose that gift can live with Him
forever (Romans 6:23b).
• God wants to be our friend and guide us every day!
3.	You have a choice to make—Will you receive the free gift being offered to you?
•	Nobody can make this choice for you. It’s a personal decision to follow Jesus (Romans
10:9, John 3:16).
•	Discuss with the child what these verses mean and ask if she believes these things and wants
to receive the gift of salvation. Pray with her, but encourage her to use her own words to tell
God what she is feeling and wants to do.
Children are literal thinkers, so using phrases like, “ask Jesus into your heart,” or “give your heart to
Jesus” can be confusing to them. Be simple and clear when choosing your words.
4.	The choice to become a Christian is just the beginning of an exciting journey with
the Lord. He is ready to help His children grow and learn every day. Use these five-word
promises from Gods Word to encourage kids along their journey. Encourage them to use the
fingers on one hand to be reminded of these truths.
•	God will always forgive me (1 John 1:9).
		Children need to be reminded that becoming a Christian doesn’t mean they will never sin
again. Some kids think they need to become a Christian all over again every time they sin.
• God will never leave me (Hebrews 13:5b).
		Sometimes kids just need assurance of salvation and a reminder that God is with them even
when they cannot physically see Him.
• The Lord is my helper (Hebrews 13:6).
		It’s not easy to fight sin nature and follow Christ. Children often get discouraged if they feel
alone.
• I can talk to God (Philippians 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7).
		Children need to be reminded that God cares about everything they are going through and
they can talk to Him about anything.
• The Bible is God’s Word (Hebrews 4:12, 2 Timothy 3:16).
		Children need to know the Bible is not just a book about God or His teachings. It is actually
God’s Word to us and very useful for learning to follow Him every day.
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September 6, 2020

Lesson 1

Text: Genesis 1:1—2:3

In the Beginning
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible
This is where it all began. God
spoke everything, including
humans, into existence.

Lesson Objective:

God created the world and humans in six days. He
rested on the seventh. We are to look around at all the
amazing things God has created and spend time in
prayer thanking Him for being our Creator.

Application Verse:
Genesis 1:1

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

God Created Everything

GET STARTED

q Field Notes 1

q Lego® sets

APPLY IT

Option 1

Option 2
q TE 1-2

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 1-3

q Pencils

q TE 1-5

LIVE IT
q TE 1-1a

q Field Notes 1

q TE 1-4

Bible Basics:

Share these Bible truths with your students as you teach this lesson. God is a spirit (John
4:24) who is the Creator of everything (Genesis 1:1). He is perfectly good (Psalm 34:8)
and has all power (Isaiah 40:10). God is a personal being who thinks, feels, speaks, and
acts.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
God created a wonderful world for us to live in
that is filled with
Option 1
many things
that He created
Items Needed:
using nothing but His words. Let’s
• Lego® sets
make some of the things God created
out of Lego® bricks. Place small bowls
of Lego® bricks and pieces where all of
your students have access to them. Allow the students to use the bricks and
pieces to make things such as a heart, a flower, and a snake. It is easy to
make imitations of things that God created, but could you actually create
them? Encourage response. Could you create a living person? Of course
not; only God can do that. We are God’s creation and so is the rest of
the world. God spoke the world into existence. He made something out
of nothing. No one but God could ever do that. That is one of the many
ways He is simply and awesomely different from us. Today we are going
to learn how God created not only the world and us, but also the specific
order in which He created it.

Take Note:
When we teach children about
Creation, we must do it in a way
that doesn’t make it sound like a
fantastical fairytale. Children are
already exposed to other views
through TV, books, and culture
in general. We want to set the
foundation of the truth of a
biblical creation.

The cell phone is no longer just a device for
making phone
calls. It is a
mini-computer!
Items Needed:
What are some of the things you
• TE 1-2
can use a cell phone for? Encourage
response. You can use a cell phone to
get directions somewhere, watch your
favorite TV show, shop, play games, and more! It hasn’t always been so
fancy, though. The very first truly portable cell phone came out in 1983.
Display TE 1-2 and point to the different pictures. We have come a long
way with cell phone technology since its creation. What would you say
if I told you that the first cell phone just appeared in someone’s hand
one day? Would you believe me? Of course not; you know enough about
technology to know that it is a slow process that builds a little at a time
and gets better as it goes.

Option 2

God does not work like man does. He does not have to learn from His
mistakes and do research so He can learn. God just knows everything
and can do anything. Today we will learn about God’s creation of the
world, including us. When God created the world He did it with nothing
but His words. He spoke the world into existence, then He placed men,
women, animals, birds, flowers, water, and everything else in nature on
the planet formed and developed just like they are now. Today we will
learn how it all began.
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TE 1-2

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, cut apart the pictures from TE 1-3 and make a copy of Field
Notes 1 for each student. Long ago,
there was no universe, no sky, no sun,
and no moon. There was nothing at all,
Items Needed:
except for God. God wanted to make
•T
 E 1-3—TE 1-4
a world, and He made something
•
F

ield Notes 1
special on each of the six days of
• Pencils
creation. Distribute Field Notes 1 and
pencils to the students. Have them fold
along the solid line and turn to the inside.
Allow them to fill in the blanks as you discuss the different things God created
on each day.
Display TE 1-3a. On day one, God created time, space, matter, and light.
You may be surprised to learn that God created time, but before God
created the world, there was no such thing as time. Only God existed,
and God is eternal—without beginning or end. God also had to create
space—somewhere to put everything He made. He also had to create
matter—the stuff that makes up all He created. He also made a lot of
water. At first, the earth was covered with water and had no shape; it
was also empty and very dark. God’s Spirit moved above the waters and
God spoke and there was light. The light was not the sun, because that
had not yet been created. The Bible doesn’t say what the source of this
light was, but that it shone on the earth. God called the light day, and the
darkness he called night. This was the first day of creation and God said
that the light was good (Genesis 1:1-5).
Display TE 1-3b. On the second day, God created an expanse of space
around the earth from the water on the earth. The Bible calls this
expanse heaven, which we refer to as the sky and outer space. The air is
made up of just the right amount of gases that we need to live. God was
pleased with what He had made and said it was good (Genesis 1:6-8).
Display TE 1-3c. Remember, the earth is still covered with water. On the
third day, God commanded the dry land to appear and called it earth. He
called the water seas. He covered the earth with grass. Then He made
plants and trees fully grown with seeds in them so they could produce
more plants and trees. Each tree had its own unique seed and produced
more of its kind. An apple tree did not turn into an orange tree, and
bananas not did turn into pineapples. God was pleased with what He
had made and said it was good (Genesis 1:9-13).
Display TE 1-3d. On the fourth day, God made the sun, moon, and stars.
The sun was to shine and make light for the day and the moon was
to give light at night. These were to help people keep track of days,
seasons, and years. Remember, the sun God made on this day is the
very same sun that warms you when you are outside. The moon God
created on the fourth day is the very same moon you see at night. He
also called this good (Genesis 1:14-19).
Display TE 1-3e. On day five, the earth was ready to support animals.
There was water, air, soil, plants, and fruit for food, so God made flying
animals and ones to live in the sea—water animals. He made all kinds
of birds and winged creatures from parrots to penguins. He made all

Field Notes 1

TE 1-3a, b

TE 1-3c, d

TE 1-3e, f

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
Help students develop a biblical
worldview by helping them
understand Genesis 1 and 2
provide the foundation for the rest
of Scripture.
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kinds of fish and creatures to live in the sea—tiny ones like goldfish to
huge ones like whales. God was so wise that He made birds and fish
to produce more of their own kind. God was pleased with what He had
made and said it was good (Genesis 1:20-23).
Display TE 1-3f. Land animals were made on day six. God made cows,
sheep, elephants, zebras, dogs, and all kinds of crawling animals, even
dinosaurs! Did these animals struggle and evolve over millions of
years? No! The Bible says God made each of the animals after its kind.
That means each animal was able to make baby animals; they could
reproduce. But one kind could not change into another kind, either
then or now. After God made the animals, He made His most special
creation—humans. God breathed life into Adam, the very first person
in our world. God created man in His own image. Then God created a
helper for Adam so he wouldn’t be alone. He caused Adam to fall into a
deep sleep and while he slept, God removed a rib from him. With Adam’s
rib, God created the first woman, Eve. God was very pleased with all He
had made (Genesis 1:24-31).
Display TE 1-4. What do you think God made on the seventh day?
Encourage response. He didn’t make anything. God rested. Not only did
God rest to set an example for us, He made the seventh day a holy day.
We should honor Him by taking a day of rest and worship, too (Genesis
2:1-3). If time allows, let the students find the words in the word search on
their Field Notes.

DIG DEEPER

LG

The Bible tells us God is our Creator. Evolution is a theory that tries
to explain the existence of everything without God being involved.
Evolutionists imagine that over billions of years the earth and the
animals changed and evolved into what we now see. Some people who
believe in evolution try to tell us that everything on earth was made by
chance and by accident. Others believe a big bang created everything,
but when has an explosion ever created anything but a big mess? God
created all living things according to their kind, which means that dogs
will only produce dogs, and cats will only produce cats. Yes, many of
God’s creations are very similar, but that is just because the same God
created them. God didn’t use evolution or a big bang to create anything.
He didn’t need to. He is almighty; He has absolute power. There is
more scientific evidence that God created everything than any of
man’s guesses or theories. The Bible is our proof that God created the
heavens and the earth and all it contains.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Today we learned God is the creator of the world and the things in it.
The next time you see the stars at night,
know that God spoke those stars into
being. Have you ever seen a flock of
Items Needed:
birds flying in the sky and then they
• TE 1-5
suddenly turn all at the same time? God
gave the birds the ability to do that. Have
you ever noticed that each and every

10

TE 1-4

Take Note:
Answer keys for the Field Notes
are available at www.D6teacher.
com.

sunset is different? Remember, God is the ultimate designer and He
created the world in just six days. God gave us the example of setting
aside one day for worshiping Him. Why is this important? Encourage
response. The more we learn about God, the better we can reflect His
image and who He is in our lives. Remember we were created in His
image. But for some of us, when we look in the mirror, we only see
things we wish we could change about ourselves. Maybe we wish we
were taller. Maybe we think we are too tall! Maybe we wish we didn’t
have freckles. Maybe we wish we were the smartest kid in class and
always knew all the right answers. If we know we are made in the image
of God, why do we so often want to change the very way He created us?
Encourage response. Why do we compare ourselves to others? Encourage
response. We allow our thinking to be influenced by the world and not by
God.
Display TE 1-5 and introduce the application verse for these next several
weeks. You may be familiar with this verse. It is the very first verse in the
Bible. It tells us two things: God is the creator and He has been from
the beginning. Let’s say our verse together several times. We need to
remember He is the Creator of us and He is perfect. Divide the class into
two groups with each group sitting together. One group will be the speaker
and the other will be the echo. Have the first group say the first few words of
the application verse (In the beginning), and the second group will echo them.
Once the verse has been said and echoed, switch the groups and repeat the
activity.

LIVE IT

SG

TE 1-5

LG

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE
1-1. Display TE 1-1a. We should Keep God
in first place in our lives because He is
Items Needed:
the Creator of the world and us. Read or
• TE 1-1a
choose a student to read Revelation 4:11.
We are to worship Him with every part
• Field Notes 1
of our lives. God deserves all praise,
honor, and glory. How can we show God
that He is worthy of being in first place? Think about your relationship
with God as I ask these questions. How do I show God has first place
at school? What about at home? What do your friends see in you and
your relationship with God that encourages them to want to be closer to
God?
As we have learned today, God is the Creator of the universe and of us.
God created every living creature and plant on this earth. Have you ever
noticed the way the clouds move across the sky or the power of the
waves? God does that. He is the Creator of the magnificent beauty we
see all around us. We often take it for granted, but this week let’s try to
be more aware of the tiniest details of God’s creations. Have the students
to refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step
for this week is to look around you at all the amazing things God has
created and spend time in prayer thanking Him for being our Creator.

TE 1-1a

Field Notes 1

End class with prayer for your students. Ask God to help them to remember
God is the creator of the world and help them to keep Him in first place in all
areas of their lives.
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September 13, 2020

Text: Hebrews 3:4; Psalm 139:13-14;

Lesson 2

Romans 2:15

The Truth About
God’s Existence
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible
Believing God exists and is the
Creator of all things lays the
foundation for understanding all the
rest of Scripture.

Lesson Objective:

We can know God is real because of His creations
and our sense of morality. We are to live our lives so
others can see the truth of God’s existence.

Application Verse:
Genesis 1:1

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

How Do We Know God Exists?

GET STARTED

DIG DEEPER

q Empty water or soda bottle

APPLY IT

Option 1

q Paper towel

q Bibles

q TE 1-5

Option 2

q TE 2-2

q Dominoes

q Cardstock

q Balloon

q Colored pencils

q Straight pin

q Scissors

q TE 2-1

q TE 1-1b

STUDY THE WORD

LIVE IT

q Field Notes 2

q Field Notes 2

q Pencils

q Bibles

Bible Basics:

Teach this Bible truth with your students as you share the lesson. God has always existed and had no beginning (Genesis 1:1). He is the only self-existent being.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Do a simple experiment to show things exist, such
as air, even
Option 1
though we can’t
see them. Take
Items Needed:
an empty water or soda bottle and lay it
• Empty water or soda
down horizontally on a table. Carefully set
bottle
a small wadded up ball of paper towel in
• Paper towel
the mouth of the bottle. (The ball should
be about half the size of the opening.)
Challenge kids to blow the ball of paper
into the bottle.

Take Note:
Be ready for your students to
ask some challenging questions.
Be honest with your answers.
Try to find out the answers to
any questions you don’t know
and share with the students next
week. Failing to find meaningful
answers and ways to defend their
faith is a key factor in students
walking away from their faith
when they are older.

Can you see air? Encourage response. No, but you can see the
effects of air through the leaves blowing and limbs swaying. Can
you see God? Encourage response. No. So how do you know He
exists? Encourage response. We can’t prove God exists in a science
laboratory, but we believe there is one, true God who made the
world and everything in it. Many things exist that can’t be seen or
proven by science experiments. Can you see happiness or love?
Encourage response. You can’t measure happiness or love in a science
experiment, but we know those things exist. Many well-known
scientists believe that science alone can’t explain where we came
from or why we’re here. Today we are going to learn how we can
know God exists.
Before class, blow up the balloon and line up a row
of dominoes.
Option 2
Have you ever
wondered
Items Needed:
why certain things happen? For
• Dominoes
example, why does your tummy hurt?
The answers to these questions are
• Balloon
the cause. Maybe your tummy hurts
• Straight pin
because you ate too much, ate the
wrong foods, or you are getting sick.
The effect is what happened. Talk
about the cause and effect as you demonstrate the object lesson. Push a
domino over to watch it knock the others over. Turn a light switch on and off.
Display the balloon and put the straight pin in and out of it.
Everything that exists has a cause. Last week we learned God is the
Creator of many things in our world. Today we will learn how we can
know God exists. Unfortunately, not everyone believes this.
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STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, make a copy of Field Notes 2 for each student. Last week
we learned God was the Creator of the earth and everything on
the earth, including humans who
were made in His image. We also
learned some people believe in a
Items Needed:
theory known as evolution. Some
• TE 2-1
evolutionists believe that everything
on earth was made by chance and by
• Field Notes 2
accident, while others believe that a
• Pencils
big bang created it all. Today we are
going to answer the question: How
do we know God exists? Distribute
Field Notes 2 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid
line, and turn to the inside. Allow them to fill in the blanks as you discuss the
different ways we know God exists.
Display TE 2-1. The universe and the earth—God is the builder of
everything (Hebrews 3:4). There is a great design in the universe;
therefore, there must be a Designer. The universe had a beginning,
so there had to be a cause. A wise creator is a more logical creator
than believing it just happened by an explosion. Astronomers—
people who study the objects, space, and physical universe—estimate
there are 100 billion stars and our galaxy and perhaps 100 billion
galaxies in the universe. The Bible tells us that in the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). God created
the earth for life. It is the only known planet with an atmosphere
of the right mixture of gases for plants, animals, and humans to
live. The earth is just the right distance from the sun. If it were any
further away, we would freeze; any closer and we would burn up.
The earth remains this perfect distance from the sun while it rotates
around the sun at a speed of nearly 67,000 mph. It is also rotating on
its axis, allowing the entire surface of the earth to be warmed and
cooled every day. Only a divine designer could create such a complex
universe.
The human body—God formed you and you are wonderfully made
(Psalm 139:13-14). God created you so your cells are told what to do
by a very special molecule called DNA. It is the three-billion-lettered
program in each cell telling it what to do. The brain processes more
than a million messages a second. It has the ability to reason,
produce feelings, plan, take action, and relate to other people.
The eyes contain more than two million working parts and can
distinguish among seven million colors. Only God could design and
give each person the individual and specific details that make up his
or her body.
Moral laws—God’s moral laws are written in the hearts of man
(Romans 2:15). Morality is the recognition of what is right and
wrong. Those who do not believe God exists would argue that even
unbelievers can be moral people, which is true. But where does that
sense of morality come from? Who determines what is right and
what is wrong if it’s from a human perspective? If morality exists, it
must come from God. Since God created the world, He makes the
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Field Notes 2

TE 2-1

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
The design and complexity of life
and creation point to the fact that
God created the universe and
everything in it.

rules of what is right and wrong. God’s moral laws are based on who
He is.
All of these truths help us to know God exists and He wants to know
us. God doesn’t force anyone to believe in Him, but He created each
person and wants to have a friendship with us.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Display your Bible. The Bible tells us about God. The first verses in the
Bible tell us about God’s creation
and the logical order in which it was
created. The Bible is also how we
Items Needed:
learn about God. Have a student read
• Bibles
Romans 1:20 aloud. How does God
show that He exists? We can see
His great power through many ways.
No one can make an excuse and say he or she doesn’t know about
God, because the Bible tells us that God is making Himself known to
the world. Have a student read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 aloud and another read
2 Peter 1:21 aloud. God’s Word is true, inspired by God, and without
error.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, copy TE 2-2 on cardstock and cut along the dotted lines so
each student will have a bookmark. What
you believe determines your life.
If you believed the building is on
Items Needed:
fire, what would you do? Encourage
• TE 1-5
response. Yes, you would run out of
the building. Your beliefs determine
• TE 2-2
what you do. Believing is sometimes
• Cardstock
called faith. When we have faith in
• Colored pencils
God, we believe in who He is even
• Scissors
though we can’t see Him. He has
given us many reasons to believe in
Him. God wants us to believe in Him.
Last week we began learning the first verse in the Bible. Let’s say the
verse together. Display TE 1-5 and review the application verse by having
the students say it together. This verse tells us God existed before the
universe, the earth, and us. He is the creator of the universe, earth,
and us. So what does this verse mean for us in our every day lives?
We are to study and learn what God’s Word says so we are ready
to defend our beliefs when challenged. Don’t let people who tease
you about or question your beliefs cause you to doubt the truth in
God’s Word. Stay respectful of unbelievers and continue to live your
faith so others can see God in you. Our words and actions should
show others we believe God is an amazing Creator and Savior. We
should show our love to Him as well as those around us. Others
should be able to see a difference between our behavior and those
of unbelievers. Distribute TE 2-2 and colored pencils to the students.
Have them write the missing words to the verse on one side, and then draw

TE 1-5

TE 2-2
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pictures of their favorite parts of God’s creation (planets, stars, flowers, their
family, etc.) on the other. Encourage the students to use their bookmarks at
home to review the verse throughout the week.

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Display TE 1-1b. We know God exists because He has shown us
He exists. We can be confident in
knowing God is real because of the
intentional design of the creation of
Items Needed:
the universe and us. We know God
• TE 1-1b
exists because morality exists. He is
the standard for measuring morality.
• Field Notes 2
Without it, the world would be chaos.
• Bibles
We can study the Bible to help us
grow in our knowledge of who God
is. It gives us the true account of
events that happened. Throughout the entire book is found the story
of God’s plan of redemption through Jesus. Why does this matter?
We said earlier that what we believe determines our behavior.
How does knowing God exists and loves you change what you do?
Encourage response. Have the students look up Revelation 4:11 in their
Bibles. Read the verse together as a class. Then have the students turn to the
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to live our lives
so others can see the truth of God’s existence.

TE 1-1b

Field Notes 2
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September 20, 2020

Lesson 3

Text: Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7;
Psalm 139:13-14; Matthew 16:26

The Value of Life
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible
This lesson is set at the
beginning when God created all
things, including humans who
were created in His image.

Lesson Objective:

Every life is valuable to God because everyone is created in God’s image. We are to treat all people in ways
that show they are valuable to God and us.

Application Verse:
Genesis 1:1

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

God’s Design for Men and Women

GET STARTED
Option 1
q Play-Doh
q Bible
Option 2
q TE 3-1
q Colored pencils

STUDY THE WORD
q
q
q
q

TE 3-2
Field Notes 3
Pencils
Permanent marker

DIG DEEPER
q TE 3-3
q Bible

q Measuring tape
q Picture of you or one of your
students as a baby

APPLY IT
q
q
q
q

TE 1-5
$20 bill
Paper bag
Treats

q
q
q
q
q
q

TE 1-1c
Field Notes 3
Paper
Pencils
Poster board
Permanent marker

LIVE IT

Bible Basics:

Ask the following questions to the students: Who created everything? (God) When
did God begin to exist? (He has always existed)
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, find and mark Ephesians 2:10
in your Bible.
Option 1
Divide students
into groups of three and ask them to sit
Items Needed:
in a circle. Give each student a piece of
• Play-Doh (enough for
Play-Doh. Explain that when you say “go,”
each student)
the students are to create an object from
the Play-Doh. But when you say, “left,”
• Bible
the students are to pass the Play-Doh to
the person on their left and that person
will work on the creation until you say otherwise. Keep switching from left to
right or back to left several times. Then ask each student to display his or her
creation after several switches. If time allows, repeat the activity. Were you
proud of your creation? Encourage response. How did you feel when
someone else changed it? Encourage response. Do you think God
has a plan in mind when He created you? Encourage response. Read
Ephesians 2:10. Who is God’s handiwork? Encourage response. Does
God have a plan for us? Encourage response. When God created you,
He had a plan and purpose for you. Today we’ll find out why each
person is very valuable to God.
Before class, copy TE 3-1 so each student will have
one. Distribute
TE 3-1 and
Items Needed:
colored pencils to the students. Allow
them to draw a picture of themselves in
• TE 3-1
the center frame and fill in the information
• Colored pencils
about themselves around the page.
Display the different pictures of your
students around your classroom.

Take Note:
• A recipe for Homemade
Play-Doh is available at
www.D6teacher.com.
• Play-Doh will also be used in
lesson 10.

Option 2

God created you and made each of you different. Read Psalm 139:14
to the students. You are wonderfully made. God created you with
amazing and wonderful features that you don’t even think about.
You are a masterpiece. Today we are going to learn why each person
is valuable to God.

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, make a copy of Field Notes 3 for each student. Distribute Field
Notes 3 and pencils to the students.
Allow them to fold along the solid line,
Items Needed:
and turn to the inside. Have the students
• TE 3-2
use the code to discover the missing
words. The first week we learned God
• Field Notes 3
created humans on the sixth day. He
• Pencils
made us in His image. Last week we
• Permanent marker
learned God exists because of the
complex way He created the human
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TE 3-1

Field Notes 3

body. The Bible tells us in Psalm 139:13-14 that we are wonderfully
made. God is our designer. This week we are going to talk more
about how we are designed by God and what that means for us.
One of the main things we can know is every life is valuable. Do any
of you know what the word valuable means? Encourage response.
Something that is valuable is very important, special, priceless, and
very dear. So why is every life valuable to God? Let’s read some
Bible verses to discover the answer to this question. Read Genesis
1:26-27 and 2:7 aloud to students. Who do these verses tell us created
humans? Encourage response. What makes us different from every
other creation? Encourage response. God created a perfect world and
then He created man. We are different from every part of creation
because we are designed in the image of God. He created us to be
like Himself in certain ways. Let’s talk about three reasons we are
valuable and ways we are created in God’s image. Have the students
tell you the discovered words from their Field Notes and use the permanent
marker to write their answer in the blank on the poster before discussing it.
Display TE 3-2.
We are intelligent. One of the ways we, as humans, are like God
is He is intelligent. God had to be super-intelligent to think up
and create this amazing world. Can we ever be as smart as God?
Encourage response. No; but God made us with intelligence. He gave
you a brain that weighs only 2-3 pounds, but it has over 30 billion
cells called neurons that are connected to other neurons. Some
of them connect as many as 60,000 times, which makes it possible
for tiny electric messages to pass between brain cells very quickly.
The brain is also connected to special nerve cells throughout your
body. These cells carry messages from parts of your body to your
brain, and they carry instructions from the brain to parts of your
body. Your brain records everything you see and is able to store that
information. God made you with a brain that is far more complex
than the fastest computer.
We have abilities. God has many abilities and He created man with
abilities. When God placed Adam in the Garden of Eden, He gave
him special work to do. Adam was to take care of the garden. He was
to name the animals and look after them. God knew humans would
enjoy working. Humans are different from animals because humans
have different abilities. Animals can do some amazing things
because God built it into them by instinct—things such as building
a nest and laying eggs in the nest. But humans have the ability to
imagine things and build those things, such as a spaceship or a
house. People can communicate and talk about ideas. They can learn
and remember and pass it on to others.

TE 3-2

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
Encourage students to discuss
with parents and family members
how every human being is special
and has great value because he
or she is created in the image of
God.

We are eternal. God is eternal. When God created Adam and Eve,
He breathed the breath of life into them and they became living
souls. The soul is the real part of us that lives inside our body house.
Even when our bodies die, our soul lives forever. God made Adam
a special creation who would live on and on. Humans are different
from animals because humans have a soul. God made each person
with a living soul that will live forever. God is eternal—He has always
been and always will be. From the moment you were born, you were
made to live forever.
What an amazing thought to realize that you are made in God’s
image! Jesus said your soul is worth more than the whole world
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(Matthew 16:26). You are valuable to God and He loves you very much.
He wants you to love Him and make right choices. He wants you to
spend time with Him and learn more about His Word, the Bible. He
has given you special abilities to serve Him and to give to others. He
wants you to live forever with Him in Heaven.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Read Psalm 139:13-16 aloud to the students. Display TE 3-3 and point to
the different pictures as you also show the
measurements with the measuring tape.
Items Needed:
Show ¼ inch on the measuring tape. If
you could see inside your mother’s
• TE 3-3
womb while you had been forming
• Bible
for just six weeks, you’d find a tiny
• Measuring tape
body—about a quarter of an inch long,
• Picture of you or one
about the size of a tiny bean, with an
of your students as a
oversized head and dark spots where
baby (optional)
your eyes and nostrils are starting to
form. Maybe even before your mom
knew she was expecting you, your
heart was already beating 100-160
times a minute and blood was already beginning to flow through
your tiny body.

TE 3-3

Show one inch on the tape measure. When you were still forming at ten
weeks, you were about an inch long and weighed less than a quarter
of an ounce. Your arms, hands, feet, and toes were already formed.
Show three inches on the tape measure. By week 14, you were about
3-3½ inches long and weighed 1½ ounces, about the size of a lemon.
You could squint, frown, and possibly suck your thumb!
Show five inches on the tape measure. By week 18, you were about five
inches long, about the size of a bell pepper. You were busy flexing
your arms. Your ears were in their final position, although they were
still standing out from your head a bit.
Show ten inches on the tape measure. At week 22, you weighed
approximately 1/2 a pound and measured about 10-11 inches from
head to toe, about the length of a spaghetti squash. You were
starting to look like a miniature newborn. You’d even developed tiny
tooth buds beneath your gums.
Show 14 inches on the tape measure. At 26 weeks, you could inhale,
exhale, and even cry. Your eyes had completely formed, and your
tongue had developed taste buds. The nerves in your ears are better
developed and you may now be able to hear your mom and dad’s
voice. You weigh about a pound and two-thirds and measure 14
inches from head to heel.
Show 20 inches on the tape measure. You had been growing and
gaining weight every week. Around 40 weeks, it will be time for you
to be born. Ask if any of the students know how much they weighed or how
long they were. If you brought a picture of yourself as a baby, show it now.
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Take Note:
Scripture reminds us that each of
us is a one-of-a-kind masterpiece
(Ephesians 2:10). He created
each of us differently, with unique
personalities and gifts. God
cherishes us and He has a plan
and a purpose for each of us
(Jeremiah 1:5).

I don’t know how big each of you was, but the average newborn
weighs about 7½ pounds and is about 20 inches long.
God put special characteristics in each person. God formed you
inside your mother’s womb and created you to be the special person
you are! He has good things planned for you. Because God designed
us, we are valuable.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, place the treats inside the bag. Display TE 1-5 and review
the application verse with the students
by saying it together. This verse is
Items Needed:
important because it tells us that
from the beginning of creation, God
• TE 1-5
was there. He is the One who is the
• $20 bill
creator of all. Today we learned that
• Paper bag
our lives matter to our Creator and,
• Treats (one treat/stutherefore, should matter to us. We
dent)
should treat others as the valuable
creation they are. Display the $20 bill.
Would you want this $20? Encourage
response. What would you do with it? Encourage response. Would
you still want it if I wadded it up? Wad the bill up. Encourage response.
Would you still want it if I marked on it? Place a couple of marks on it
with your marker. Encourage response. Would you still want it if I stepped
on it? Throw it to the ground. Encourage response. Why would you still
want it? Encourage response. Of course you would. This $20 is still
valuable. We are valuable to God no matter what we look like, no
matter where we live, no matter what happens to us. God made every
person in His image and loves each one very much.

TE 1-5

Have the students sit in a circle. Give the bag to one student and have him
or her say the first word of the verse. Then have the student pass the bag to
the student on his or her right. That person will say he second word of the
verse. Continue passing the bag around until the last student says the Bible
reference. That person will choose a treat from the bag, and step out of the
circle. He or she will stand outside of the circle. Repeat the activity saying
the verse a little faster. Continue the activity until every student has received a
treat. Be sure even the students standing outside of the circle continue to say
the verse.

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Divide the students into small groups
and give each group a piece of paper
and pencil. Display TE 1-1c. Today we
learned every life is valuable. If
you saw someone treating another
person unkindly, do you think you
could speak up that God made each
person and he or she is valuable?
Encourage response. What would
happen if we really treated all people

Items Needed:
• TE 1-1c
• Field Notes 3
• Paper
• Pencils
• Poster board
• Permanent marker
TE 1-1c
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as if they are valuable? Encourage response. What would that look
like? Encourage students to brainstorm in their groups how all people should
be treated since they are valuable to God. Give students a few minutes to
make a list of five things they should do to show that every person is valuable.
Give an example: Since I believe that every person is valuable, I will be kind
to each person.
Write Since I believe that every person is valuable, I will . . . across the
poster board. Allow the students to share their ideas and write them on the
poster board. Remind the students we are valuable to God no matter what
we look like, where we live, or what our circumstances are.
Many ideas will overlap so if each group adds one at a time, each group will
be heard. God loves and values every person. Have the students refer to
the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to treat all
people in ways that show they are valuable to God and us. Hang the
poster in the room or in the hall for others to see and remember how to treat
others as valuable. End class with a prayer thanking God for creating and
loving us.
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Field Notes 3

September 27, 2020

Lesson 4

Text: Genesis 3:1-13

The First Sin
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible
The curse of sin entered the world
when Adam and Eve chose to disobey
the Lord. From this point forward, all
human beings would be born with a
sinful nature and would sin against
God.

Lesson Objective:

Sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, but
we have God’s Word to help us fight against the
devil’s temptation. We are to be on guard against
Satan’s lies and attempts to deceive us.

Application Verse:
Psalm 145:8

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

Sin Entered the World

GET STARTED

q TE 4-4

Option 1

q TE 4-5

q Small bottle of soda

q Bible

q Clear drinking glass

APPLY IT

q Pack of matches

q TE 4-6

Option 2

q TE 4-7

q Two sheets of paper

q Field Notes 4

q Marker

q Colored pencils

STUDY THE WORD

LIVE IT

q TE 4-2

q TE 4-1

q TE 4-3

q Field Notes 4

Bible Basics:

Encourage the students to learn the order of the first five books of the Bible with the
students. These books are also called the Pentateuch (which means five books or five
volumes), the Torah, or the Law.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, remove the wrapper from the outside
of the bottle of
soda or cover
it with foil. Point to the bottle of soda, but
Items Needed:
do not tell the students what it is. This
• Small bottle of soda
is a bottle of fire-eating liquid. Watch
as I put out fire without touching it to
ª Clear drinking glass
anything. Pour the liquid into the clear
• Pack of matches
drinking glass so that all the students can
see it. Then light the match and place it
closely above the glass, but not touching
the liquid or the glass. The flame will quickly be snuffed out. Isn’t that
amazing? Encourage response. Well, it’s really just a science trick. Point
to the glass. This is actually soda, which is full of carbon dioxide gas. The
match quickly burns up whatever oxygen there is surrounding it and only
the carbon dioxide remains, which will not support combustion. In other
words, the flame will go out. In our lesson today, we will learn how Satan
tricked Adam and Eve into making a very bad choice.

Option 1

Before students arrive write the letter A on a sheet
of paper and
the letter B on
another. Affix
Items Needed:
each sheet to the wall on opposite sides
• Two sheets of paper
of the room. Today we are going to play
• Marker
the game “Choices.” Begin by having
the students stand in the middle of the
classroom. Point out the A sign and the B
sign. I am going to call out two items, and you will choose which you like
better. If you prefer the first, go to the side of the room with the letter A.
If you prefer the second choice, go to the side of the room with the letter
B. As soon as you hear the two choices, run to the sign that represents
your choice.

Option 2

Pepperoni pizza or cheese pizza
Math or science
Mountains or the beach
M&Ms or Skittles
Dentist or doctor
Reading or watching television
Basketball or soccer
Board games or video games
Dogs or cats
Recess or lunch
Some of those choices were easy and others were more difficult. We all
make choices every day. Today’s lesson is about two people who made a
choice, one that had long-lasting results.
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STUDY THE WORD

LG

We learned earlier this month God made the first human, Adam. Display
TE 4-2. God planted a garden in Eden
and He put Adam in charge of it. God
gave Adam specific instructions that He
Items Needed:
could eat from any tree in the garden,
• TE 4-2—TE 4-5
except from the Tree of the Knowledge
• Bible
of Good and Evil. What do you think
would happen if he ate from that one
tree? Read or choose a student to read
Genesis 2:17. At this point, the world was perfect. Unfortunately, all of
that was about to change with one single choice.
Read or choose a student to read Genesis 3:1-5. Do any of you know
who the serpent was? Encourage response. The serpent was Satan in
disguise, and he was trying to trick Eve. He wanted her to doubt not
only what God said, but also His motive. Display TE 4-3. The serpent
directly challenged what God had told them. He tricked Eve by saying
God knows that when you eat the fruit, you will understand more about
how things are and will be wise like God. Satan was trying to get her to
disobey God. He couldn’t make her, but he could tempt her to do wrong.
Adam and Eve had never felt tempted before and Satan wanted them
to always feel tempted to leave God and go their own way. Eve had a
choice to make. Should she obey God’s rule or should she believe the
serpent and eat from the forbidden tree? Genesis 3:6 tells us when
Eve saw that the fruit looked good, that it might taste good, and that
it would make her wise, she took some and ate it. Display TE 4-4. She
gave some to Adam and he ate it too. Did Adam have a choice? Yes,
he had a choice, and he chose to disobey God’s rule. This moment of
disobedience is when sin entered the world. How do you think Adam
and Eve felt? Encourage response. The Bible says their eyes were
opened and they felt shame and sin for the first time. Until this point,
Adam and Eve were naked, but not ashamed. But now, because of
sin, they were ashamed. They sewed fig leaves together as a covering
(Genesis 3:7).
Display TE 4-5. Adam and Eve heard God walking in the garden, and
they hid from Him. Why do you think they hid? Encourage response. They
knew they had done wrong. The Bible says God called out to them.
“Adam, where are you?” God knew where Adam was, but God wanted
Adam to admit his sin. Before, there had been no fear, no shame, and no
need to hide from God. What do you think Adam said to God? Encourage
response. Adam told God he was afraid and hid himself because he was
naked. When God asked Adam if he had eaten from the forbidden tree,
what did Adam do? He blamed his wife. When God asked Eve what she
had done, she blamed the serpent. Instead of taking responsibility for
their sin, they chose to put the blame on someone else. Sin entered
the world through Adam and Eve. The consequence for their actions
was that they were removed from the Garden of Eden and they became
separated from God.

TE 4-2

TE 4-3

TE 4-4

TE 4-5
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DIG DEEPER

LG

It seems strange to us that it was a talking serpent that led Eve (and
Adam) to doubt and disobey God. Why was Eve not afraid of a talking
serpent? Remember, Adam and Eve lived in a perfect world—they had
never known or experienced fear. In other words, she did not know to
be afraid. She did not know danger existed because she didn’t know
evil existed. In her childlike innocence she did not find a talking animal
strange.
Angels are God’s special messengers who worship Him constantly in
Heaven. Satan, also know as Lucifer, was one of the angels. We don’t
know what all happened, but at some point Satan began to wish he were
in the place of God. When the angels worshiped God, Satan wanted their
praise. He was not content with the job God had given him. He wanted
praise for himself rather than God. He was filled with pride and rebelled
against God. Satan chose his own way instead of God’s way. He wants
us to choose his way over God’s way too. He is called the “father of lies.”
He is very sneaky and knows how to tempt you to sin. Remember, sin
is anything that we think, say, or do that goes against God’s way. Even
Jesus was tempted three times by the devil. But what did Jesus do? He
quoted Bible verses and He did not sin. That tells us the importance of
learning God’s Word.

APPLY IT

SG

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
We are engaged in a spiritual
warfare. Almost from the
beginning, humans have faced
this spiritual struggle with sin
and temptation. Satan seeks to
destroy what God has created.

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 4 so each student will have one. God is
the Creator of the world and has all
authority. He created us with a free
Items Needed:
will or the ability to choose whether or
not we will obey Him and follow His
• TE 4-6—TE 4-7
commands given in the Bible. Display
• Field Notes 4
TE 4-7 and introduce the application verse
• Colored pencils
by reading it together. This verse gives

TE 4-6

us insight to God’s character. He could
have reacted totally different to Adam
and Eve’s choice of disobedience. But what characteristics do we learn
about God through this verse? Encourage response.
What is the struggle of every Christian? Encourage response. We struggle
with wanting to choose our way over God’s way. Distribute Field Notes 4
and colored pencils to the students. Have them fold it on the solid line and
then turn to the inside. Instruct students to write the three different ways
Satan tempts us in their Field Notes. Display TE 4-6. Satan tempts us in
three different ways—the desire of the eyes, the desire of the flesh, and
the pride of life. When the serpent tempted Eve, she saw the fruit was
pleasant to the eyes (desire of the eyes), it was good to eat (desire of the
flesh), and it would make her wise (pride of life). She was tempted in all
three ways, and she gave in. Satan wants to lead us in the wrong way.
He is extremely crafty, and he knows how to tempt us. Satan confuses
and twists the truth ever so slightly so that we begin to doubt God’s
words are true. Is it wrong to be tempted? Encourage response. Be sure
to take the necessary time to ensure your students understand that being
tempted is not sin. Giving in to temptation is when sin enters the equation.
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TE 4-7

Field Notes 4

No, but it is wrong when we give in to our temptations. What should we
do when we sin? We should confess it to God and ask for forgiveness.
1 John 1:9 tells us God is faithful to forgive our sins. We are not strong
enough to fight temptation on our own. We need God’s help and we
have it in His Word. Learning and memorizing verses from the Bible
helps us stand strong fight against the devil’s attacks. On the right side
of your Field Notes are some verses to help you with common areas of
temptation. Write the verses in your own words and use them to combat
the devil.

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Display TE 4-1 and point to the words: first sin. Adam and Eve committed
the first sin, and because of their
choice, everyone is born with a sin
Items Needed:
nature, and no one matches God’s
standard of perfection. It would be easy
• TE 4-1
to say that Adam and Eve only had one
• Field Notes 4
rule to follow and they blew it, but the
truth is that we all disobey God. We are
all sinners. Read Romans 3:23 to the
students. God is our standard and each one of us falls short. The good
news is God gave us His Son as redemption for their sin. Jesus died
on the cross to take the punishment for our sin. It is only through the
blood of Jesus that we can measure up to God’s standard and receive
forgiveness of sin. Through Jesus, we can be forgiven for our sins and
have eternal life. All you have to do is admit you are a sinner, believe He
died and rose for your sins, and confess He is Lord. That’s what it takes
to become a follower of Jesus.
It may seem like God’s way is harder or not as much fun, but remember
God is good and He wants good things for you. When you have a choice
to make, remember what God has said—love Him more than the sin and
choose His way. Satan wants to lead you in the wrong way. He wants
you to hurt your body and mind with bad things that will destroy you.
Have the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your
Next Step is to be on guard against Satan’s lies and attempts to deceive
us. But remember, when you do sin, trust in Jesus for forgiveness. End
class with prayer for God’s help for each student to resist sin and Satan.

TE 4-1

Field Notes 4
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October 4, 2020

Text: Genesis 6-8

Lesson 5

The Ark, the Rain,
and the Promise
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible

Preparation
Checklist:

This lesson is set over 1,500 years
after sin entered the world through
Adam and Eve. Wickedness had
spread throughout the world as
humans populated the earth. God’s
holiness and justice caused Him to
judge humanity’s sins, but His love
and grace also led Him to start over
through saving a righteous man (Noah)
and his family.

Lesson Objective:

God flooded the earth, but He protected Noah, his
family, and the animals in the ark. Follow the example
of Noah and demonstrate faith and obedience to God
in your life.

Application Verse:
Psalm 145:8

Family Theme:

Grace Extended in Judgment

GET STARTED

Option 1
q Drinking straws
q Tape
q Small plastic container with lid
q Paper
q Two plastic sandwich bags
q Bowl or bucket of water

STUDY THE WORD
q
q
q
q

TE 5-1
TE 5-2
TE 5-3
TE 5-4

Bible Basics:

q
q
q
q

TE 5-5
Field Notes 5
Pencils
Bibles

DIG DEEPER
q Field Notes 5
q Yarn

APPLY IT
q TE 4-7
q TE 5-6

LIVE IT

q TE 4-1
q Field Notes 5

Review the first five books of the Bible with the students.

28

GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
During this activity, students will attempt to build
a boat that
Option 1
floats. It is best
Items Needed:
to organize the supplies by teams in a
bag and labeled accordingly. If you have
• Drinking straws and
more students and need additional teams,
tape (For Team 1)
simply add other items that float, such as
• Small plastic container
Ivory Bar soap, wooden spoons, corks,
with lid, straw, tape,
etc.
paper (For Team 2)
Divide the students into teams according
• Two plastic sandwich
to the supplies you brought. Explain that
bags, straw, paper (For
each team must use all the supplies
Team 3)
provided in the bag to build a boat that
• Bowl or bucket of
floats. After each team is done, test each
water
boat in a bowl or bucket of water. Do not
give them any instructions other than they
are to build a boat. You were given the
task to build a boat. No instructions were provided, only the supplies. In
today’s lesson, we will learn how God instructed Noah to build an ark. He
gave him the exact instructions as well as the list of supplies that would
be needed.

Take Note:
Judgment and grace are very
difficult to balance in your
theology. Overemphasizing
judgment can lead to
dishonesty of sins a person
struggles with as well as
focusing too much on
outward works over an inward
relationship with God.
Overemphasizing grace
can lead to abusing it and
using grace as an excuse to
continue in a sin.
Ask God to help you find the
balance between the two and
to give you the right tone in
expressing the truths of the
two.

Use a memory game to introduce today’s lesson.
Arrange the students in a circle to form the order
Option 2
for the activity. Select the first person to start by
saying, “Noah built an ark like God told him to, and on this ark he took
two ____. The student should fill in the blank with one kind of a land animal or
flying creature beginning with the letter “A.” The second person repeats the
sentence, includes the animal named by the first person, and then adds his
or her own using the letter “B.” Continue the activity a couple of rounds or as
time permits. Remember with each turn, the student must remember all the
animals previously named—A, B, C, etc. To help the students remember the
repetitive phrase, consider writing it on the board or sheet of paper.
Do you think it was easy for Noah to remember all the animals or to
gather many of them by twos into the ark? Encourage response. In
today’s lesson we will see that although it may not have been easy to
obey God, Noah did what was right. God saw that about Noah. God sees
and rewards obedience to Him.
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STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 5 so each student will have one. In the book
of Genesis, we learned God created
the first man and woman, Adam and
Eve. We learned sin had made a mess
Items Needed:
of the wonderful world God created.
• TE 5-1—TE 5-5
The people on earth were choosing to
• Field Notes 5
follow their own selfish ways instead of
• Pencils
God’s way. Display TE 5-1. But God saw
someone who was different; his name
• Bibles
was Noah. Read or choose a student to
read Genesis 6:8-9. God saw how Noah
obeyed and loved Him, and that made
God happy. But He could not ignore the sin of disobedience of those
around Noah and all on the earth. In Genesis 6:13, God told Noah he
was going to destroy the whole earth because it was filled with sin and
violence. Every person on the earth would die, except for Noah, his wife,
his sons and their wives. God instructed Noah to build an ark—a giant
boat. He gave Noah very specific instructions to follow. God said that
in seven days, He would send rain on the earth for forty days and forty
nights.
Read or choose a student to read Genesis 6:22. Display TE 5-2 and point
to the different pictures. Noah obeyed God and he built the ark just like
God told him to. God told Noah to bring two of every kind of living
creature onto the ark. He was also to take seven pairs of every kind of
clean animal and one pair of every kind of unclean animal. Noah was
also to take seven pairs of every kind of bird. Noah followed all of God’s
instructions, and then Noah, his family, and all the creatures entered the
ark.
Display TE 5-3. After seven days, the rain began. The Bible says it rained
for 40 days and 40 nights and water even came up from the ground.
The waters flooded everything on the earth, and then the rain stopped.
The mountains were covered with water, and the ark floated above
them (Genesis 7:19). It all happened just like God said. Creatures that
breathed air did not survive on the earth, except for the two of each kind
that were on the ark. Of all the people on earth, only Noah’s family was
saved. That may seem like a harsh judgment or punishment, but none of
these people were interested in serving God.

TE 5-1

TE 5-2

TE 5-3

The flood continued for 150 days before the water began to go down
(Genesis 8:1-3). As the floodwaters went down, the ark rested on the
mountains of Ararat. Noah opened the window and sent out a raven.
It kept flying back and forth. Noah also released a dove to see if the
waters had receded and it could find dry ground. It came back because
there was no place for it to land. Noah waited seven more days and sent
out the dove again. This time the dove returned with an olive leaf in its
mouth, which meant that some of the plants were out of the water. Noah
waited seven more days and sent out the dove again, but this time the
dove never returned, which meant that the dove had found a new home.
Again, Noah listened to God’s instructions. Display TE 5-4. It was time for
every person and every living creature to leave the ark. Read or choose
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TE 5-4

a student to read Genesis 8:16-17 aloud. It is estimated Noah, his family,
and the animals were in the ark for one year and ten days.
After Noah obeyed God and got everyone and everything out of the ark,
he built an altar. On that altar, he offered a special sacrifice to God. By
doing this, he was praising God and showing Him that he knew they
were only saved from the flood because of His grace.
God was very pleased with Noah when He saw the altar and the
offerings (Genesis 8:21). Display TE 5-5. God gave Noah and us a
wonderful promise that He would never destroy the earth again with a
worldwide flood, and He put a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of that
promise.

TE 5-5

Distribute Field Notes 5 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along
the solid line, and turn to the inside. Instruct the students to read the
sentences and determine if they are true or false, and circle the correct
answer.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Before class, cut an 18” piece of yarn. Have the students follow along on the
right side of their Field Notes. God told
Noah to cover the inside and outside
Items Needed:
of the ark with pitch. Do any of you
know what that is? Encourage response.
• Field Notes 5
Pitch was a substance made from
• Yarn
plants that Noah used to make the ark
waterproof. The ark was designed to
float. The Bible measured the size of
the ark in cubits. A cubit was the length from a man’s elbow to the tip
of his finger—typically 18 inches. We don’t know exactly how big a cubit
is, but this is a pretty good guess. Hold up the piece of yarn. This piece
of yarn is 18 inches long. Using this measurement, the ark would have
been 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Let’s measure how
wide our classroom is to compare. Have students help you measure the
length and width of your classroom. Choose a few students to help with the
tape measure, while others write the measurements on a piece of paper.
Look how much smaller our classroom is compared to the ark! It had a
roof and three levels. The floor space of the ark would have been more
than the length of 21 basketball courts or one and a half football fields.
Each level had many rooms to house all the animals that were on the
ark. Some people argue that there’s no way the ark could have held all
the animals from the size of dinosaurs and elephants to much smaller
ones such as mice and rabbits. More than likely, Noah took young ones
of the larger animals, allowing for plenty of room. There could have
been around 20000 or more animals on the ark. These were only landdwelling, air-breathing animals; fish and other sea creatures were not on
the ark.

Field Notes 5

Take Note:
Answer keys for the Field
Notes are available at
www.D6teacher.com.

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
God’s grace in response to Noah’s
faith is a picture of God offering
salvation and forgiveness
through faith in Jesus Christ.
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APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 5-6. Why is the story of Noah
important today? Encourage response.
It reminds us that we should be totally
Items Needed:
obedient to God, even when it doesn’t
make sense. It also teaches us that
• TE 4-7
God offers grace even in the midst of
• TE 5-6
judgment. What are some things we can
learn from the people in Noah’s time?
Encourage response. Why do you think
they ignored God’s instruction to get in the ark? Encourage response. Just
as they ignored God’s instructions and warnings, we do too. But God’s
Word also reminds us of four of His wonderful qualities. Display TE 4-7
and review the application verse with the students. He is gracious. He is full
of compassion, which refers to His amazing love and care for us. Despite
how wicked and violent the people were in Noah’s day and today, God
is slow to anger, which shows His patience. He has great mercy, which
describes Him not giving us the punishment for our sin that we deserve.
God not only showed His love and mercy to Noah, but He also shows it to
us. Place the strips from TE 5-6 in order so the students can see them. Say the
application verse together. Choose a student to turn one of the strips over. Say
the verse together again. Choose another student to turn another strip over.
Continue until all of the strips are face down.

LIVE IT

SG

TE 5-6

LG

What do you think the people were doing when the rain started? The
Bible tells us they were doing every day
things (Luke 17:26-27). That wasn’t the
Items Needed:
problem. The problem was the people
were choosing to go against God and
• TE 4-1
His ways. If you had lived back in Noah’s
• Field Notes 5
time, would you have been on the ark,
or would you have been one of the ones
that made the choice to ignore God and
make fun of Noah? Romans 3:23 says all have sinned. We have all ignored
and disobeyed God’s commands. God loves every person and He wants
us all to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). Display TE 4-1 and point to the words: God
saves. Today we learned God saves. When Noah and his family boarded
the ark and shut the doors, they were saved from the flood. We don’t
need to be saved from a flood, but rather from sin—anything we think,
say, or do that goes against God’s way. Jesus is God’s rescue plan for all
people—to save them and give them eternal life in Heaven. He sent His
Son, Jesus, to die on the cross to take our punishment for sin. Noah was a
righteous man who walked with God. At some time in his life, Noah chose
to follow God’s way rather than the ways of the people around him. Have
the students refer to the Next Step on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to
follow Noah’s example and demonstrate faith and obedience to God in
your life.
As teachers, our responsibility is to tell God’s story; it is the Holy Spirit that
uses God’s story to draw people to Him. Be sensitive to His guidance. Close
with prayer, asking God to make each student aware of his or her need for a
Savior.
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TE 4-7

TE 4-1

Field Notes 5

October 11, 2020

Lesson 6

Text: Genesis 11:1-9

God Scattered
the People
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible

Preparation
Checklist:

Some time after starting over
with Noah’s family after the
Flood, (perhaps around 2400
BC), God forced Noah’s
descendants to spread out
and repopulate the earth as He
had commanded. This was the
beginning of different languages
and people groups.

Lesson Objective:

Noah’s descendants allowed pride to overtake their hearts
and led them to create a tower to worship instead of God.
As a result of their actions, God forced the people to
scatter to different parts of the earth. We should choose to
follow God’s way over our selfish desires.

Application Verse:
Psalm 145:8

Family Theme:
God Opposes Pride

GET STARTED

q Tape

q TE 6-1

DIG DEEPER

Option 1

q Scissors
q Bag or basket
Option 2
q Lego® bricks

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 6-2
q TE 6-3
q TE 6-4
q TE 6-5
q TE 6-6
q Five large boxes

q Scissors
q Bible

APPLY IT
q TE 4-7

q Blocks or Legos®
q Small slips of paper
q Bag or basket

LIVE IT
q TE 4-1

q Field Notes 6
q Pencils

Bible Basics:

Review what the first five books of the Bible are called with the students (the Pentateuch, the Torah, or the Law) and ask students to name the books in order.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 6-1 and
place them in a
bag or basket.
Items Needed:
Take turns letting students choose one
and act out the activity, making sure they
• TE 6-1
do it without talking.
• Scissors
• Bag or basket
The hard part about charades is
acting out the action without talking.
It’s not always easy. We use words to
communicate, and without words it is hard for others to understand what
we are thinking. Today’s Bible story is about a group of people trying to
build a tower without using words.

Option 1

Before class, spread the Lego® bricks out on a
table. Divide
Option 2
the class into
Items Needed:
groups of three or four. Tell the students
that their job is to build the tallest using
• Lego® bricks
the Lego® bricks. The tower must be able
to stand on its own. They will have three
minutes to complete their creations. There is only one rule: they must do this
without talking to one other. Give them a one-minute warning before the time
is up. Then measure each tower to see who made the tallest one.
What was the hardest part of building the tower? Encourage response.
How were you able to work together without using your words?
Encourage response. How would it have been easier or harder had
you been able to talk? Encourage response. Why is speaking the same
language important when working together? Encourage response. Do you
think it would be hard to build a real tower if you were not able to speak
the same language?
Today’s lesson is about a time just after the Flood when people joined
together to build a tower.

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, cut apart the strips from TE 6-6. Tape each word strip to a box
as you tell the Bible story. Keep each box
and word strip out of sight until you add
Items Needed:
it to the tower. Start with E on the bottom
box, and continue building up to spell the
• TE 6-2—TE 6-6
word pride. If you don’t have boxes, just
• Five large boxes
add the word strips to a bulletin board
• Tape
one at a time, starting with E, to spell out
• Scissors
the word from the bottom up.
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TE 6-1

After the Flood, God told Noah and his family to multiply and fill the
earth. Many of the people had settled in an area called Shinar, a valley
between two large rivers. At this point everyone spoke the same
language. Display TE 6-2. The people living in Shinar had the idea to
build a great city and a tower so they could make a famous name for
themselves. What problems do you see with their thinking? Encourage
response. Yes, they were focused on what they wanted instead of what
God wanted. They were intentionally disobeying what God had instructed
them to do.
Display TE 6-3. The people began to make bricks, bake them, and use
mortar to make a sturdy tower. As the plan progressed, they began
to wonder why they needed God at all. They thought they were so
awesome because they believed they could do anything He could
do. This tower showed their strength and how smart they were. They
thought they would no longer need God because they thought they
had figured Him out and become equals with Him. Do you think their
plan pleased God? Encourage response. No, of course not. God saw
what the people were doing. He decided to stop their plan before the
people moved further away from Him. Display TE 6-4. God confused their
language so they were unable to understand one another and so they
could no longer work together to build the tower (Genesis 11:7).

TE 6-2

TE 6-3

Can you imagine trying to work together but not being able to
understand each other? They may have been working on the tower one
day when all of a sudden one man asked another for a brick and could
no longer understand what his co-worker was saying. Because they
couldn’t communicate with each other, they were no longer able to put
their heads together and make plans. Display TE 6-5. It only got worse,
and the people finally decided to stop building. They called the place
Babel, which means confusion. God scattered the people over all the
earth.
Add the strips from TE 6-6 to the boxes one at a time and stack them on top
of each other. Noah’s descendants chose their way over God’s way. They
wanted others to see their fabulous tower and praise them. Add TE 6-6a
to the first box. The people were eager to have the attention on them. The
people in Shinar were not happy with what God had given them. Add TE
6-6b to the second box. They desired more and more. The people had no
time for God because they had their own plans. They had no interest in
following His way and bringing Him glory. Add TE 6-6c to the third box.
They insisted on their own way and only wanted glory for themselves.
Add TE 6-6d to the fourth box. Their love for themselves had replaced
God. They worshiped the tower instead of Him. Add TE 6-6e to the last
box. They pushed God away. They thought their plan was more important
than His. They were following their selfish ways over God’s way.

TE 6-4

TE 6-5

What word do you see when you look at the first letter of each word
strip? Encourage response. Do any of you know what pride is? Encourage
response. Pride is the attitude where we think our way is better than
God’s way. The people of Shinar struggled with it, and, unfortunately, we
can as well.

TE 6-6
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DIG DEEPER

LG

The people of Shinar weren’t the only ones who insisted on their own
way instead of God’s way. Listen to
Satan’s statements in these Bible
Items Needed:
verses. Read Isaiah 14:13-14 aloud.
What word do you keep hearing
• Bible
Satan say? He constantly referred to
himself, using the pronoun I. Instead of
worshiping and following God, Satan
wanted his own way. Read or choose a student to read Psalm 10:4. The
Bible warns us about pride. When we turn from giving God the worship
He deserves and make it about ourselves, we push God away. Eventually
it becomes all about us and not God.

APPLY IT

SG

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
God’s response to the
descendants of Noah
demonstrate He is the
Sovereign Lord of all.

LG

Before class, write each letter of the alphabet on a small slip of paper and
include two slips of paper with a smiley
face on them. Toss them into a small bag
Items Needed:
or basket.

• TE 4-7
The pride we have been talking about
• Blocks or Legos (boris not the good feeling we have when
row some from the
we do a job well. The pride the people
nursery or preschool
of Shinar had and some people today
department if you don’t
have is the attitude that they don’t
have any)
need God. They want their way more
than His way. Pride is a terrible thing
• Small slips of paper
because it keeps people from God.
• Bag or basket (to hold
People who are filled with pride do
the alphabet papers)
not even see their need to know God
or ask Him for forgiveness. They don’t
realize how badly they need God. They
want their own way. Their eyes are on themselves. Pride leads people
away from God’s gift of salvation and friendship. If they continue in their
own way, they will eventually be separated from God forever. If they
would just come to Him, He would give them mercy and forgiveness (1
Peter 5:6).
One of the ways to understand more about a word is to look at its
opposite. What would you say is the opposite of pride? Encourage
response. People who display humility know they need God because
they understand that, no matter how smart they are, they will never know
or understand all that He does. They want to live to please God instead
of themselves because they are grateful for Him and know that His way
is always best. They live their lives trying to be more like Him. The Bible
gives us characteristics of God that we can try to demonstrate in our
own lives. Display TE 4-7 and review the application verse with the students
by reading it together. What are the things this verse tells about God?
Encourage response. He is gracious, merciful, compassionate, patient, full
of mercy, and love. Divide the class into two teams and tell the students their
goal is to build a tall tower as they review the verse. Explain that each team
will take a turn to draw a letter from the bag, and that letter determines how
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TE 4-7

many blocks their team will receive. For example, if Team 1 draws the letter T
the team should say the verse, counting each word with a T in it, then stack
the number of allotted blocks. More than one T in a word still counts for just
one block.
Continue going back and forth until each team has three or four turns. If a
team draws a smiley face, they can choose any letter they want. See which
team can build the tallest tower without it falling down. End the activity by
saying the verse together.

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 6 so each student will have one. What can we
learn from the people who turned away
from God and toward their own selfish
Items Needed:
desires? Display TE 4-1 and point to the
words: seek God’s will. We can learn to
• TE 4-1
seek God’s will. Noah’s descendants
• Field Notes 6
chose to follow their own plan instead
• Pencils
of following God’s plan. God saw the
people going away from Him and He
confused their language so they would
stop building the tower. They were filled with pride and didn’t realize
how much they needed God’s guidance and help. As a consequence,
the people were scattered to different parts of the earth and became
isolated from the others.

TE 4-1

Sometimes when things are going well, we can almost forget about
God. We make our own plans and do what we want. We need to humble
ourselves before God and ask for His help and guidance.
Let’s look at some statements that proud and humble people might
say. Distribute Field Notes 6 and pencils to the students. Have them fold
along the line, and turn to the inside. Have the students read the statements
and cross out the proud statements and circle the humble ones. Be sure to
go over their answers to ensure they have the correct ones. Pride leads to
trouble with God and with those around us. It distracts us from God’s
way and focuses our attention on our selfish ways. The Tower of Babel
is a perfect example of that. We need to understand it is always best to
seek and do God’s will rather than trying to go our own way. We should
keep pride out of our lives by keeping our focus on God. Refer to the
Next Step section of the Field Notes. Your Next Step is to ask God for His
help in choosing His way over our own. End class with prayer for your
students that they will remember to follow Matthew 6:33 and seek God first in
their lives.

Field Notes 6

Field Notes 6
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October 18, 2020

Lesson 7

Text: John 1:1-18

Jesus Is God
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible

Preparation
Checklist:

This lesson is set during the life of
Christ on earth and explains the nature
of Christ and how He took on flesh
and lived among us displaying spiritual
life and truth in our sinful world. This
was Jesus, God’s Son, the Messiah
whom God had promised would come
through the people He chose and set
aside in the Old Testament.

Lesson Objective:

Jesus, who is 100% God, became 100% human and
lived among us. We can worship Jesus on a daily basis for who He is in our thoughts, words, and actions.

Application Verse:
John 1:1

Family Theme:
Jesus Is God

GET STARTED

STUDY THE WORD

q Votive candle

q Field Notes 7

q Saucer

q Pencils

q Water

q Scissors

Option 1

q Drinking glass
q Matches or lighter
Option 2
q Index cards or pieces of paper
q Pencils

Bible Basics:

q TE 7-2

APPLY IT
q TE 7-3

LIVE IT
q TE 7-1

q Field Notes 7
q Pencils
q Permanent marker

Share these Bible truths with the students as you teach this lesson. There is only one
God (Deuteronomy 6:4), God exists as a unity of three persons called the Trinity. These
three are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Mark 1:9-11).
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Securely place the saucer on the table or desk to
ensure all the
Option 1
students can
see the experiment. Put the votive candle
Items Needed:
in the center of the saucer and carefully
pour a small amount of water into the
• Votive candle
saucer. Light the candle, turn the glass
• Saucer
upside down, and place it over the candle.
• Water
In a matter of seconds, the water will be
• Drinking glass
sucked up into the glass and the candle
flame will go out. Practice this experiment
• Matches or lighter
at home to ensure you know the steps
of the experiment without referring back
to the Teacher’s Guide. It will give you
confidence when you execute it in class.

Take Note:
The Trinity is a difficult concept
for our human brains to fully
understand. We must allow
ourselves to suspend natural
comprehension and take it by
faith that it is as God’s Word
says.

Scientifically, we know the candlelight went out because there was no
oxygen in the glass. We are going to learn something interesting today
from the book of John in the Bible. In John, chapter 1, John refers to
Jesus as the light. Hold up the votive candle. Unlike our experiment,
nothing can change the truth that Jesus is the light. Although some
people rejected Jesus, He is still the light. When Jesus was nailed to the
cross and died, He still remained the light of this world. Jesus is God and
absolutely nothing or no one can change that.
Give each student an index card or piece of paper
and a pencil.
Option 2
Ask the students
to write down
Items Needed:
three facts about themselves. They can
• Index cards or pieces
write things they like, things they do,
of paper
words describing their appearance, etc.
• Pencils
Give them some examples: I like to ride
horses. I play soccer. I have blue eyes.
Encourage them to choose things that
others may not know. Collect all the cards and mix them up. Read them one
at a time and then ask students to guess the identity of each one. How were
you able to guess the identity of each person? Encourage response. The
more you know about a person, the better you can know him or her.
Today we’ll discover clues to find out more about Jesus’ identity.

39

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 7 so each student will have one. Also, cut
apart the strips from TE 7-2. Distribute
Field Notes 7 to the students along with
pencils. Have them fold along the solid
Items Needed:
line, and turn to the inside. Have the
• TE 7-2
students fill in the blanks on the Field
• Field Notes 7
Notes.
• Pencils
These next few weeks, we will be
• Scissors
learning about who Jesus is and what

Field Notes 7

He does for us. The best place to find
answers about Jesus is in the Bible.
Today we will learn four specific things about who Jesus is from the
book of John in the New Testament.

Read or have a student John 1:1-3 aloud to the class. Display TE 7-2a. Jesus
is the creator. He made all things. He created everything you can see—
the stars, the planets, the trees, the animals, people, and so much more.
Jesus created all that is and has wisdom and power to rule over it. Since
we know from Genesis 1:1 that God created the world, what this actually
tells us is that Jesus is God.
Display TE 7-2b. Jesus is eternal. He was with God before the beginning.
Point to the infinity sign on TE 7-2b. Do any of you know what this symbol
represents? Encourage response. It is the symbol for infinity, which
means without beginning or end. God has no beginning or end. He has
always been and will always be. Some people think Jesus’ life began
as a baby born in a manger, but Jesus existed long before He came to
earth as a baby. Not only was He in the beginning, but He also holds it all
together by His power. The Bible tells us in Revelation 22:13 that Jesus
is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, and the beginning
and the end. It is through Jesus that we can have eternal life with Him in
Heaven.
Read or choose a student to read John 1:5-9. Display TE 7-2c. Jesus is the
light of the world. Why do we need light? Encourage response. We turn
on a light when we enter a room to get rid of the darkness and see the
way to go. Jesus is the light of the world and all who follow Him will not
walk in the darkness of sin (John 8:12). Sin is compared to darkness, and
since we all sin, we are all living in darkness. Jesus is the light who will
show us the right way to live.
Read or choose a student to read John 1:14-18. Display TE 7-2d. Jesus
is our Savior. A savior rescues people from danger or trouble. For
example, the Israelites in the Old Testament of the Bible were slaves
in Egypt. They could not save themselves, because the Egyptians were
more powerful than the Israelites. God, through Moses, performed
ten miracles, delivered the Israelites from slavery, and led them to a
special land where they could be free (God was more powerful than the
Egyptians). We are all slaves to sin. Even if we try really hard to do the
right thing, we still sin. We need a savior, someone more powerful to
take away our sin and help us live a life pleasing to God. Jesus is that
Savior. He gave up His life and made a way for us to be free from sin.
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TE 7-2

Jesus is the Creator. He is eternal. He is the light of the world. He is our
Savior. There is no one else like Jesus.

DIG DEEPER

LG

There is only one true God in three persons: God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Spirit. We refer to this as the Trinity.
By looking and studying Jesus’ life on earth, we can know more about
God the Father. We can know He is full of grace (kindness and love) and
truth because Jesus is full of grace and truth. Jesus is the picture of
what God is like. God wanted us to know Him and He made the way for
that to happen. We call the Bible God’s Word because when we read and
study it, we learn and know more about Him. We discover how to live our
lives so we are more like Him.

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
God is a personal, spiritual
being who is identified in
Scripture in three Persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

Take Note:
Be aware that every illustration of the Trinity is insufficient and many actually
describe some false view. God is not represented in three different roles
(as a man can be father, son, and husband). God is not like water that can
be in three different forms (such as ice, liquid, and steam). God is not three
separate parts of the whole (such as in a three-leaf clover). The nature of
the Trinity is supernatural; therefore, we have a difficult time understanding
it. If any of your students find themselves struggling with the concept of the
Trinity, remind them that God cannot be understood in the context of our own
limitations. He is boundless and altogether unlike us in nature.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Display TE 7-3 and introduce the application verse to the students by saying
it together. What three things do we
learn from the first verse in John 1?
Items Needed:
Encourage response. The Word was
there at the beginning, the Word was
• TE 7-3
with God, and the Word was God.
So who do you think is the Word?
Encourage response. The Word is Jesus.
The Word, Jesus, became flesh—became a human—and lived among
people.

TE 7-3

When we are learning a new verse, we should ask ourselves what the
verse is saying. This week we are just going to focus on the first verse.
We can replace the phrase, the Word, with the name of Jesus. Have the
students re-read the verse replacing “Jesus” for “the Word.” God extended
His grace to us through His Son, Jesus. Let’s say the verse together
again. Divide the students into three groups. Have the first group say the first
set of words; the second group will say the next; and the third group the last
set of words. All three groups will say the reference together. Repeat again,
but change the words each group will say. Allow the students to use TE 7-3
as a guide.
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LIVE IT

SG

LG

Allow the students to use the code to discover the words on the right side
of their Field Notes. Hold up your Bible
for the students to see. We have just
Items Needed:
learned from the Bible some important
truths about who Jesus is. Display TE
• TE 7-1
7-1 and write the word God in the blank
• Field Notes 7
use and have the students refer to the
• Permanent marker
right side of their Field Notes. Today we
• Bible
learned Jesus is God. He became flesh
so we could have eternal life with Him.
If we know Jesus is the Word, and He
is God, we should be thankful and we
should worship Him.
What are some ways we can worship God? Encourage response. We can
remember to give Him honor and glory when we see a beautiful sunset,
a rainbow in the sky, or an unusual creature. We can remember what
God’s Word, the Bible, tells us about how to live our lives. Since we are
made in God’s image, we can demonstrate characteristics of Jesus in
our lives. We can be the light to those around us. We can trust Jesus to
forgive our sins and desire to have a right relationship with Him. Have
the students refer to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next
Step is to worship Jesus on a daily basis in your thoughts, words, and
actions.

Take Note:
For next week’s lesson, ask a male to role-play Nicodemus in your class. Give
him a copy of TE 8-2a to study and prepare.
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Field Notes 7

TE 7-1

October 25, 2020

Lesson 8

Text: John 3:1-21

Jesus Is the Only Way
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible

Preparation
Checklist:

This lesson is set during the life
of Christ on earth. Jesus, the
promised Messiah, explained
how God the Father sent Him
to make salvation possible for
every person. This was what God
planned before the foundation of
the world.

Lesson Objective:

Jesus is the only way to have eternal life in Heaven. We
should demonstrate our thankfulness to Him through our
thoughts, words, and actions.

Application Verse:
John 1:1

Family Theme:
Jesus Offers New Life

GET STARTED

DIG DEEPER

q Family picture

q Field Notes 8

q Whiteboard and marker

q Pencils

Option 1

Option 2
q TE 8-1

q TE 8-3

APPLY IT
q TE 7-3

q Scissors

q TE 8-4

q TE 8-2

q TE 7-1

STUDY THE WORD

LIVE IT

q A man to role-play Nicodemus

q Field Notes 8

q Headdress of shawl (optional)

q Confetti

q Podium or desk (optional)

q Permanent marker
q Bible
q Colored pencils

Bible Basics:

Ask the following question to the students: Was Jesus part man and part God? Encourage
response. No, Jesus was fully man (1 Timothy 2:5) and fully God at the same time (John
1:10), having both a human and divine nature.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Hold up your family picture. This is a picture of my
family. Briefly
describe your
family members in the photo. What would
Items Needed:
God’s family picture look like? I would
• Family picture (any size
be in there because I have accepted
and from any year)
and trusted in Jesus. If time permits,
briefly give your testimony. Next, using the
• Whiteboard and marker
whiteboard, draw a large rectangle, and
write your name inside of the frame. Who
else would be in God’s family? Encourage students to think of someone
from the Bible or others from your church. Perhaps to get them started,
name some people from the Bible, such as Mary the mother of Jesus, John
the Baptist, Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John. Some from your church
would be pastor ______, children’s director ______, etc. Do any of you know
how these people are part of God’s family? Encourage response. It is not
because they pastor a church, lead a song, teach Sunday School, were
a disciple, or was Jesus’ mother. It is because they were followers of
Jesus, God’s Son, and trusted in Him for forgiveness of their sin. Today
we will learn what it means to be a part of God’s family and what we
have to do to be a part of it.

Option 1

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 8-1
and mix them
up. Divide the
Items Needed:
students into
six groups (each group does not have to
• TE 8-1
be an equal number of students). Have
• Scissors
the first group choose a piece from TE
8-1 and have a student from that group
ask the question on the back of the piece.
Continue until all of the questions have been asked and answered. (The
answer to them all is no.). Then let the students work together to put the
puzzle together to show the picture of Heaven.

Option 1

There is a lot of wrong information about how we can have eternal life
in Heaven. We just learned there is only one way to Heaven and that is
through Jesus. God loves us so much that He wants each person to be
in Heaven with Him. But the choice is up to that individual person. Today
we are going to learn what a man named Nicodemus learned about
getting to Heaven and what that means for our eternal life.
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TE 8-1

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Ask a man to role-play Nicodemus in your class. Copy TE 8-2a and give to
him to study. Copy and cut apart the
questions from TE 8-2b to distribute
Items Needed:
to the students. Consider making a
headdress from fabric remnants or maybe
• TE 8-2
have a shawl to go over his regular
• A man to role-play
clothes to add to the performance.
Nicodemus
It would help the actor portraying
• Headdress of shawl
Nicodemus to have a podium or desk to
(optional)
conceal his copy of TE 8-2a.
• Podium or desk
Today we are going to learn how
(optional)
Jesus offers us new life by talking
to someone portraying a man in the
Bible named Nicodemus. His story is
found in John 3. Let’s ask him some questions to learn more about his
experience with Jesus and what he discovered about having eternal life
in Heaven. But first, let’s have Nicodemus tell us a little about himself.
Welcome the man who is role-playing Nicodemus to the podium. After his
introduction, allow the students to ask the questions in numerical order.
My name is Nicodemus and I lived during the time that Jesus lived on
the earth. I was a leader of the Jews, and a Pharisee, too. You may not
know what a Pharisee is, but we were very serious and strict about
keeping the Law. We were so concerned we might break one of God’s
laws that we added even more rules to the ones God had already
given. Although I tried very hard to keep all the rules, to be honest, I
never could. I tried to be good, because I thought that would get me to
Heaven. Unfortunately, I learned it would not.

TE 8-2a

TE 8-2b

Question 1: Did you secretly go see Jesus at night?
Answer 1: Yes, I did. I heard about Jesus, and knew He was a great
teacher. I knew no one could do the miracles He did unless He was from
God. I was searching for the truth, but if someone saw me, that would
have meant trouble for me because the Pharisees were against Jesus!
Question 2: What did Jesus say that surprised you the most?
Answer #2: Jesus said unless a person is born again, he or she could
not get to Heaven. Born again! How could someone be born again? I
was confused because a person cannot be born again from his or her
mother’s belly. Now that sounded silly and impossible.
Question #3: How did Jesus explain what He meant?
Answer #3: Jesus explained it by saying that a man must be born of the
Spirit. The Holy Spirit makes it happen. He compared the Holy Spirit to
the wind. Just like you can’t see the wind, you can’t see the Holy Spirit.
But just like we can see where the wind is blowing, we can see the work
of the Holy Spirit. He comes to live inside each person who is born again
and changes a person from the inside out. That person is born into
God’s family. When you are born into God’s family, you have the Holy
Spirit living in you, and people should be able to tell there is something
good and different about you.
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Question #4: What did Jesus tell you about eternal life?
Answer #4: Eternal life . . . that’s what I wanted! I wanted to live forever
in Heaven, but I did not know how to get there. It was then I heard the
best words from Jesus. Maybe you know these words. They are found
in the Bible in John 3:16. Read or recite John 3:16 aloud or see if any of
the students can say it. Did you hear that? Speak with more excitement.
God loves me! God loves you! He proved His love for us when He sent
His one and only Son to come to this world. When a person chooses to
believe in Jesus, he or she will not have to suffer the punishment for
their sin. A follower of Jesus will have eternal life with God in Heaven!

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
John 3:16-18 conveys a key truth
in a biblical worldview: God loves
all people and wants us to
know Him.

Question #5: Did Jesus answer all of your questions?
Answer #5: Yes. But the last question was for me. Was I going to believe
in Jesus or stay guilty in my sin? God didn’t send His Son into the world
to condemn you and me. We were already condemned. Wait a minute!
Do you know what that big word condemned means? Well, let’s say you
break the law and you get caught, you would have to go before a judge.
If there is evidence that you broke the law, you will be guilty, condemned,
and punished. We all know that we have broken God’s rules, which that
is what sin is. Our punishment is to be separated from God. He does not
want anyone to be separated from Him. He wants each person to be a
part of His family and live with Him forever. He loves you! But it is up to
you to accept that love. So I guess I have a question for you now. Have
you accepted and trusted in Jesus to receive eternal life?
Be sure to thank and show appreciation to the actor portraying Nicodemus.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 8 so each student will have one. Distribute
Field Notes 8 and pencils to the students.
Have them fold along the solid line, and
Items Needed:
turn to the inside. Allow time for the
students to read the statements. Circle
• TE 8-3
the true ones, and make and X over the
• Field Notes 8
false ones.
• Pencils
Jesus reminded Nicodemus about a
time when his ancestors were living in
the wilderness. God had delivered the
Jews from slavery. While they were traveling to the special land God had
promised, they sinned against God time and time again. They wouldn’t
believe God. They fought against His leaders, they complained, and they
did many wrong things. Yet, through it all, God continued to love them.
He wanted them to do what was right, so He disciplined them. Display
TE 8-3 and point to the picture on the left. He sent snakes to bite them, but
He also gave them a cure. Point to the picture on the right on TE 8-3. God
told Moses to make a brass snake and put it up on a pole. Anyone who
looked at the brass snake would be cured.

Field Notes 8

Jesus told Nicodemus that the Son of Man must be lifted up so that
whoever believed in Him would have eternal life. Jesus is the way to
eternal life in Heaven.
TE 8-3
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APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, cut apart the pieces from TE 8-4 and place them around the
room. Display TE 7-3 and review the
application verse with the students
Items Needed:
by saying it together. Do any of you
remember who is the Word? Encourage
• TE 7-3
response. Jesus is. This verse tells us
• TE 8-4
Jesus was there at the beginning. He
was with God and He is God. Today
we learned Nicodemus wanted to have
eternal life with God. Many people have different ideas about how to
get to Heaven, but the Bible tells us that Jesus is the only way to get to
Heaven. Read or choose a student to read John 14:6. We can’t be good
enough or do enough good things to get to Heaven. We can’t go to
church enough or give enough money to get to Heaven. Jesus did it all
for you! He is the only way to have eternal life in Heaven.

TE 7-3

Jesus told Nicodemus whoever believes in Him would have eternal life.
The same is true for us. Just like Nicodemus had a choice, so do we.
Whoever becomes a follower of Jesus will be part of God’s family and
live with Him forever in Heaven. You must not only believe in your heart
that Jesus died for your sins, but also that God raised Him from the
grave on the third day.
Allow the students to look for the puzzle pieces from TE 8-4 that are
scattered around the room. Then allow the students to come together and put
the puzzle together before saying the verse together. If you have a large class,
divide the students into three groups. Allow one group to hide the puzzle
pieces, one to find the pieces, and the third to put the puzzle together. You
can switch the groups and repeat the activity.

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Display TE 7-1 and use the permanent marker to write eternal life in the
blanks. Jesus gives eternal life. That
is the life Nicodemus was searching
Items Needed:
for. But just as Nicodemus had a
choice whether to believe or not, every
• TE 7-1
person who lives has a choice. As the
• Field Notes 8
Holy Spirit leads, talk to students about
• Confetti (optional)
choosing to make Jesus the leader of their
• Permanent marker
lives. I want you to think about your
answer to this question: Has there been
• Bible
a time in your life when you specifically
• Colored pencils
remember trusting Jesus to forgive
you of your sin and making the choice
to follow Him? If the answer to this
question is no and you would like to talk to your parents or me about it
after class, please do so.

TE 8-4

TE 7-1
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Did you know there is a very special celebration in Heaven when a
person accepts and trusts in Jesus? Read Luke 15:7 to the students. If you
have confetti, throw a handful into the air. There is a rejoicing in Heaven
when a person is born into God’s family. What a happy day when anyone
becomes a part of God’s family!
All who have been born again into God’s family have a lot to celebrate.
Jesus’ love and willingness to suffer for me so I could have eternal life
in Heaven can be overwhelming at times. The Bible tells us that even
while we were still sinners, Jesus loved us and died for us (Romans 5:8).
What should our response be to knowing Jesus is the only way to have
eternal life in Heaven? Encourage response. We should live our lives in
ways to show our gratitude for His sacrifice. Have the students refer to the
Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to demonstrate
your thankfulness to Him through your thoughts, words, and actions. If
time allows, distribute colored pencils to the students and have them color
the words on the right side of their Field Notes to remind them of the truth
learned today.
End the class with a prayer of thanks to Jesus for making us part of His family.

48

Field Notes 8

November 1, 2020

Lesson 9

Text: John 4:1-42

Jesus Is the
Living Water
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible
This lesson from the life of
Christ shows how the promised
Messiah cared for and sought to
save all people no matter their
ethnicity or social status.

Lesson Objective:

Jesus met the deepest need of a Samaritan Woman and
He meets our deepest needs too. We can follow Jesus’
example and look for opportunities to share the good news
with someone this week.

Application Verse:
John 1:1

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

Jesus Meets Our Deepest Needs

GET STARTED

q Field Notes 9

q Treats

LIVE IT

Option 1

q Colored pencils

q Bag or box

q TE 7-1

Option 2

q TE 9-3

q TE 9-1

q Field Notes 9

q Pencils

q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 9-2

APPLY IT

q Permanent marker
q Pitcher of ice water
q Cups (one cup/student)

q TE 7-3

Bible Basics:

Encourage students to learn the names and order of the first four books of the New
Testament this week.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, place the treats in the bag or box so
they remain
hidden. Also,
Items Needed:
choose one student to explain what you
will be doing during this activity and give
• Treats (one treat/stuthe treats to him or her. Display the bag
dent)
or box with the treats in it. I have some
• Bag or box
good news. I brought a treat with me
today. I would like to give a treat to
someone. Who would like it? Choose
one person and give the treat to him or her. Go ahead and eat it; we don’t
mind. Watch as the person opens, and begins to eat the treat. As the other
students begin to make comments, such as “it’s not fair” or “I want one too,”
ask the students some questions. Doesn’t the treat look tasty? Do you
think it is fair for him or her to have all of the treat and for us to have
none? Ask the person with the treat if he or she would be willing to share the
treat with others. Praise the person for sharing the treat with the others.

Option 1

The past couple of weeks we have been learning wonderful truths about
Jesus. This is good news; in fact, it is the best news anyone could ever
hear. If we believe that is true, shouldn’t we share this good news with
people we know? Encourage response. What are some reasons we don’t?
Encourage response. Some people don’t tell others about Jesus because
they’re unsure of how to do so. Today we’ll learn how to share the good
news of Jesus with others.
Before class, copy and cut apart TE 9-1 so each
student will
have a section.
Items Needed:
Distribute TE 9-1 along with pencils to
the students. Allow time for them to rank
• TE 9-1
the pictures from one to five, with one
• Pencils
being the most important need. What is
your biggest need? Encourage students
to share their answers. Sometimes we
think our biggest needs are physical—water, food, toys, and other things.
Although those things are important, our deepest needs are love and
forgiveness. Today we will learn about a woman at a well who met Jesus.
We will discover how Jesus used her physical need for water as a way
to explain her deepest need for forgiveness and a right relationship with
God.

Option 1
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TE 9-1

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, copy TE 9-2 so each student will have one. You will read the
part of the narrator and the students will
read the other two parts. Group the girls
Items Needed:
together and have them read the part
of the Samaritan woman, and group the
• TE 9-2
boys together and have them read the
part of Jesus.
Narrator: Jesus and His disciples were on their way to Galilee, and
Jesus told them He needed to go through Samaria. This was unusual,
because most Jews did not get along with the Samaritans. Jesus and His
disciples were Jews, but Jesus walked straight into the Samaritan town
of Sychar. While the disciples went to buy some food, Jesus sat down at
the water well. A Samaritan woman walked up to the well.

TE 9-2

Jesus: Would you give me a drink of water?
Samaritan woman: Why would you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman,
for a drink of water? You Jews want nothing to do with us Samaritans.
Jesus: If you only knew the gift God has for you, and who is speaking to
you. You would ask me, and I would give you living water.
Samaritan woman: Sir, you have don’t have a rope or bucket, and this well
is very deep. Where do you get this living water? Are you greater than
our ancestor Jacob who gave us this well?
Jesus: Anyone who drinks this water will become thirsty again, but
whoever drinks the water I give will never be thirsty again. It will be like a
spring of water inside them, giving them eternal life.
Samaritan woman: Please, sir, give me this water! Then I will never be
thirsty again or have to come here to get water.
Jesus: Go and get your husband.
Samaritan woman: I don’t have a husband.
Jesus: You are right. You don’t have a husband—you have had five
husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now.
You have told the truth!
Samaritan woman: Sir, you must be a prophet. My ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, so why do you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place
where we should worship?
Jesus: Believe me; the time is coming when it will not matter whether
you worship the Heavenly Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. He is
looking for those who worship Him in spirit and in truth.

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
Jesus’ encounter with the woman
at the well shows us God offers
salvation and forgiveness
to anyone who believes and
trusts in Him, no matter their
background.

Samaritan woman: I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called
Christ. When He comes, He will explain everything to us.
Jesus: I am the Messiah!
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Narrator: The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to
the village. She told everyone, “Come and see a man who told me all
that I ever did! Could He possibly be the Christ?”
When the woman left to tell the others, the disciples tried to get Jesus to
eat. He told them He had food to eat that they did not know about. They
wondered if someone else had brought Jesus something to eat. He then
explained that His “food” was to do God’s will and to finish His work.
Seeing others understand and believe God’s plan was more important
than eating to Him.
Jesus told the disciples to look out at the fields. In four months it would
be time to harvest the grain. But Jesus said there was another kind
of harvest, a harvest of people who needed to hear about Jesus. So
many people needed to hear the truth and believe in God. The time to
tell people about Jesus and His salvation was now. He told them there
would be a great reward for those who were willing to tell others. Some
would sow the seed and tell others about Jesus. Some would reap when
those they told believed in Him. Both were important and would rejoice
that people would go to Heaven.
So the people came from the village to see Him. Many Samaritans
believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He told me everything
I ever did!” When they came out to see Him, they begged Him to stay
in their village. Jesus stayed for two days, long enough for many more
to hear His message and believe. Then they said to the woman, “Now
we believe, not just because of what you told us, but because we have
heard Him ourselves. Now we know that He is indeed the Savior of the
world.”

DIG DEEPER

LG

There are some people in the world who dislike other people just
because of the color of their skin or the country from which they came.
This is called racism. Believers should not have any racist attitudes or
thoughts because we understand God created each and every one of
us in His image. The color of your skin does not make you better than
anyone else. We are all the same race—humans.
But sadly, even people who say they love God struggle with racism. The
disciples struggled with it too. They were uncomfortable with Jesus’
decision to go into Samaria because they were Jewish and they thought
they were better than the Samaritans.
The Samaritans used to be Jewish just like them, but they intermarried
with a different nation of people called the Assyrians whey the Assyrians
took over their land, so the Jewish people rejected them. Their culture
wasn’t the only thing that changed, though. Their religion became a mix
of Judaism and the pagan religion the Assyrians followed.
Since both they were rejected by both cultures because they were
different, they became a new culture altogether. Jesus set the example
for us for how we are to live by and interact with people from different
cultures and backgrounds. You embrace and accept them just as you
do people who are like you. The disciples needed to put their prejudice
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aside and share Jesus’ good news with everyone because that is what
He came to do. Racism is sin and gets in the way of God’s love.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 9 so each student will have one. Display
TE 7-3 and review the application verse
with the students by saying it together.
Items Needed:
Do any of you remember who is the
Word? Encourage response. Jesus is.
• TE 7-3
This verse tells us Jesus was there at
• Field Notes 9
the beginning. He was with God and
• Colored pencils
He is God. The more we learn about

Jesus through studying God’s Word,
the Bible, the more we can change our
behavior to be a reflection of Him. Distribute Field Notes 9 and colored
pencils to the students. Have them fold along the solid line, and turn to the
inside. Have the students fill in the blanks on the Field Notes. When Jesus
met the Samaritan woman at the well, how did He treat her? Encourage
response. He treated her with kindness and respect. Sadly, most Jews did
not even speak to the Samaritans. Other women may have also avoided
her because she came to the water well at noon, the hottest part of the
day when others would not be there. What else did Jesus do for the
Samaritan woman? Encourage response. He shared with her the true
way to have eternal life. Do you think this woman would have listened
to Jesus if He had ignored her or been mean? No, of course not. What
do we learn from Jesus about how we should treat others? Encourage
response. We should care about others and use opportunities to share
the good news about Jesus. Allow time for the students to complete the
crossword puzzle and follow the directions on the right side of their Field
Notes.

LIVE IT

SG

TE 7-3

Field Notes 9

LG

Before class, copy TE 9-3 for each student. We all need Jesus. He is like
no one else. He is the only One who
can give us what we really need—
Items Needed:
forgiveness and a home in Heaven.
Display TE 7-1 and use the permanent
• TE 7-1
marker to write deepest needs in the
• TE 9-3
blanks. Jesus meets our deepest needs.
• Field Notes 9
Jesus used the Samaritan woman’s
physical need for water to tell her about
• Permanent marker
her deepest need for the real life that
• Scissors
only Jesus could give. Imagine you are
• Pitcher of ice water
in a very, very hot desert. It is over 100
• Cups (one cup/studegrees and the sun is shining down
dent)
on you. You have been without water
for a couple of days and I show up with
a pitcher of ice cold water. Take out the
cups and pitcher. Pour some water into a cup and show it to the students.
What do you think I should do? Encourage response. Of course, I should
share it with you. What if I had an endless supply of water? Should I

TE 7-1
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keep it to myself or share it with others? Encourage response. How is this
similar to us sharing the good news about Jesus with others? Encourage
response. We should want to share with others. Share the cold water with
the students. We have the best news in the world—Jesus loves us and will
take away our sins.
What did the Samaritan woman do when she found out the truth about
Jesus? Encourage response. She ran back into the town and told others
about Jesus. Jesus wants us to be part of His family and some day live
in Heaven with Him forever. Many people need to hear this good news.
Let’s make an easy and fun way to share Jesus with others. Distribute TE
9-3 and scissors to the students. Have them cut on the bold lines and follow
the instructions to assemble the good news tool. As they finish, demonstrate
how to use it. How to use the good news tool:

TE 9-3

1.	Talk about what the words on the flaps mean. Have the person choose a
word and move the flaps to spell out the word.
2. Have the person choose a number and move the flaps of that number.
3.	Open the flap and read the words inside. Repeat and have the person
choose a different numbers.
Then have the students find a partner and practice using the tool to share the
good news with each other. Have the students refer to the Next Step on their
Field Notes. Your Next Step is to look for opportunities to share the good
news with someone this week. Encourage the students to use the tool if
they need to. Remind them to be kind and respectful to others as Jesus was
to the Samaritan woman.
Field Notes 9
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November 8, 2020

Lesson 10

Text: John 6:1-14; Matthew 14:13-21

Jesus Feeds the 5000
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible
This lesson is set during the life
of Christ on earth and examines
how He demonstrated His
miraculous power and met
needs.

Lesson Objective:

Jesus has the power to meet needs and accomplish God’s
will. We can trust Him to meet the needs in our lives and
help us meet the needs of others.

Application Verse:
Matthew 28:18

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

Jesus Works Miracles

GET STARTED

q Colored pencils

q Whiteboard and marker

APPLY IT

Option 1

q Basket

Option 2

q TE 10-2

q TE 10-1

q Balloons

q Whiteboard and marker

q Trash bag

q Bag

STUDY THE WORD

LIVE IT
q TE 7-1

q Field Notes 10

q Field Notes 10

q Play-Doh

q Permanent marker

Bible Basics:

Review the names and order of the first four books of the New Testament with students
this week.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and connect with the lesson.
Before class, draw a vertical line down the middle of
the whiteboard.
On one side,
Items Needed:
write “Needs” and on the other write
“Wants.” Encourage the students to
• Whiteboard and marker
name some needs and wants and write
their answers on the whiteboard in
the appropriate column. What is the
difference between a need and a want? Encourage response. A need is
something you have to have to live and a want is something you can do
without, but makes your life better. For example, you need food, but you
don’t need McDonald’s food. That would be a want.

Option 1

Do any of you know what the Bible says about needs or wants?
Encourage response. Read Philippians 4:19 aloud to the students. What has
God promised to do? Encourage response. God cares about your needs
and has promised to supply them. Today we’ll hear how Jesus took care
of a very important need in a very unusual way.
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 10-1 and
place them in a
bag. Ask for a
volunteer or choose a student to select
Items Needed:
a card from the bag and draw a picture
• TE 10-1
of the word on the card. Explain that the
• Whiteboard and marker
student drawing is not allowed to draw or
• Bag
speak any words. Allow the other students
to guess what is being drawn. When the
correct answer is given, allow another
student to have a turn. Continue until all
the cards have been chosen and drawn. Do any of you know what these
items have in common? Encourage response. They are all needs that we
have. Do any of you know what a need is? Encourage response. A need is
something you have to have to live Do any of you know what the Bible
says about our needs? Encourage response. Read Philippians 4:19 aloud
to the students. God cares about your needs and has promised to supply
them. Today we’ll hear how Jesus took care of a very important need in a
very unusual way.

Option 2
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TE 10-1

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 10 so each student will have one. You will
need a mound of Play-Doh for each
student. If you have a large class, divide
Items Needed:
the students into six groups, give one
mound of Play-Dogh to each group,
• Field Notes 10
and let the students from each group
• Play-Doh (see sidebar)
take turns forming the shape. Distribute
• Colored pencils
Field Notes 10 and colored pencils to
• Basket
the students. Have them fold along the
solid line, and turn to the inside. Have all
students draw the shapes in each box as
the shape are formed with the Play-Doh.
Have the students form the Play-Doh into the shape of a Bible. Jesus and His
disciples had been very busy, teaching and helping the people. When the
disciples came back to report to Jesus, He knew they needed some time
away from the people, so He suggested that they go to an isolated place
and rest. They had been so busy they had not even had time to eat.

A recipe for homemade PlayDoh is available on
www.D6teacher.com.

Field Notes 10

Jesus and His disciples boarded a boat to go to a quiet place to rest, but
many people saw them and followed them. They had heard about Jesus
and the miracles He had done.
Have the students form the Play-Doh into the shape of a heart. The people
were drawn to Jesus. When Jesus saw them, He felt compassion, or love,
for them. They reminded Him of sheep without a shepherd. They didn’t
know which way to go or what to do. Jesus genuinely cared about them.
He knew their needs and began teaching them about God.
Have the students form the Play-Doh into the shape of a coin. Later in the
day, the disciples interrupted Jesus and asked Him to send the people
away so they could go into the surrounding towns to find food to eat.
How much money do you think you would you need to feed 5,000 men,
plus their families? Encourage response. It would be a lot of money! But
Jesus had a plan to provide food for them. He told the disciples to feed
them. He may have been testing them to see if they would trust Him to
take care of this big need. The disciples questioned how they could feed
that many people. They told Jesus it would take 200 days’ pay just to get
enough bread for this crowd.
Jesus sent the disciples into the crowd to see how much bread they
could find.

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
Jesus’ ability to miraculously
supply food for the huge
crowd demonstrates He is the
sovereign Lord of all.

Have the students form the Play-Doh into the shape of a five loaves of bread
and two fish. Andrew reported back to Jesus that a young boy had five
loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus instructed the disciples to have the
people sit down in an orderly way in groups of fifty and a hundred. Jesus,
who had all power and could do anything, took a boy’s small lunch,
looked up to Heaven and gave thanks.
Have the students tear the Play-Doh fish and loaves apart. He then began
breaking the loaves and fish apart for the disciples to serve the people.
He kept breaking it apart, and breaking it apart, until 5000 men and their
families had eaten. The disciples distributed the bread and fish to the
people until everyone was full.
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Have the students roll the Play-Doh into long snake to form the numbers
one and two. The disciples gathered all the leftovers—twelve baskets of
leftover bread and fish. Jesus performed a miracle with a boy’s small
lunch and fed a huge crowd of people. He cared about their needs and
wanted to provide for them. Jesus cares about you and wants to provide
for your needs also.
Ask one of the students to collect the Play-Doh in a basket.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Many believe there was a special meaning to having twelve baskets of
leftovers, one for each disciple, although the text does not clearly state
this. Jesus was seeking to teach His disciples that He was the powerful
God who could meet any need. His instruction for them to feed the
people forced the disciples to face a situation for which they had no
solution. He then demonstrated His ability to meet every need. Mark
6:52 and 8:14-21 indicate that, despite seeing the miracles of the loaves
and fishes, the disciples had not yet learned that they could completely
depend on Jesus.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, blow up the balloons and place them in a trash bag to keep
the students from becoming distracted.
Display TE 10-2 and introduce the
Items Needed:
application verse to the students by
saying it together. Who does this verse
• TE 10-2
tell us has all authority in Heaven and
• Balloons (one for every
on earth? Encourage response. How
two students)
did Jesus show His power in today’s
• Trash bag
Bible lesson? Encourage response.

Jesus performed a miracle to provide
food for many people. He met their
need through a miracle. We can know Jesus cares for us, He knows our
problems, and we can trust Him to provide the things we need. When we
think of needs, we should think of more than just physical ones (home,
food, clothing, etc.), but also remember how He provides emotional (joy,
laughter, peace) and spiritual blessings (forgiveness of our sin, answered
prayers, eternal life) for us. Pair the students up and give each one a balloon.
Explain to the students they are to bat the balloon back and forth, trying not
to let it hit the ground, as they take turns saying the words to the application
verse. After the students have said the verse several times, put the balloons
away and say the verse together as a class to end the activity.
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TE 10-2

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Display TE 7-1 and use the permanent marker to write powerful in the blank.
Today we learned Jesus is powerful.
Jesus had compassion for the people
Items Needed:
in the crowd. Do any of you know
what the word compassion means?
• TE 7-1
Encourage response. It’s when you
• Field Notes 10
see someone who is in need and you
• Permanent marker
want to help that person. It means we
care for someone, we treat others with
kindness, and we do what we can to
help. Today we learned Jesus had compassion for the people and cared
for their needs. How did he show the people that He cared for them?
Encourage response. He saw their need and He used His power to meet
that need. Jesus used His power to take a small boy’s lunch of two fish
and five loaves of bread to feed over 5000 people! Not only was there
enough food to feed them, but 12 baskets of food were also left over.
This is just one of many examples in the Bible of how God cared for His
people and used His power to meet a need. What are some ways Jesus
shows us He cares for us? Encourage response. We can trust that we can
share our needs with Jesus and He hears us. He will meet the needs in
our lives. What are ways we can demonstrate Jesus’ compassion and
care to those around us? Encourage response. Have the students refer
to the Next Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to trust
Jesus to meet the needs in our lives, but also find ways to meet another
person’s needs this week. It doesn’t have to be a big gesture. Many
times we meet another person’s needs in small acts of kindness. End
class with prayer for your students that they will see how Jesus meets their
needs (not their wants) and that they will be aware of ways they can help
meet the needs of others around them.

TE 7-1

Field Notes 10
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November 15, 2020

Lesson 11 Text: John 11:1-44

Jesus Cares for Us
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible
This lesson continues our study of
the life, actions, and teachings of
Jesus, the Messiah, whom God had
promised in the Old Testament.

Lesson Objective:

Jesus’ power is unmatched. He cares about how we
feel, hurts when we hurt, and rejoices when we rejoice. Knowing this, we can keep our focus on Him,
especially during difficult times.

Application Verse:
Matthew 28:18

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

Jesus Has Power Over Death

GET STARTED
Option 1

q Cookie ingredients

q TE 11-6
q TE 11-7

dig deeper

q Cookies

q Field Notes 11

q Paper plates

q Pencils

q Napkins
q Cups of water

STUDY THE WORD
q TE 11-1
q TE 11-2
q TE 11-3

APPLY IT
q TE 10-2

q Eight paper plates
q Permanent marker

LIVE IT
q TE 7-1

q TE 11-4

q Field Notes 11

q TE 11-5

q Permanent marker

Bible Basics:

Review the names and order of the first four books of the New Testament with students
this week.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, put a small amount of each ingredient
on a paper plate.
Option 1
Invite the kids
to taste the
Items Needed:
individual ingredients and tell you how
• Cookie ingredients (ineach one tastes. See if they can guess the
gredients will differ for
name of each ingredient. Did all of these
the cookie you make)
ingredients taste good? Encourage
• Cookies (already made
response. No, they didn’t. What will
using those same
happen if we mix all these ingredients
ingredients)
together? Encourage response. Pull out
the cookies and tell the students this is
• Paper plates
the final product of those ingredients.
• Napkins
Share them with the students. Just as
• Cups of water
all the ingredients to the cookies did
(optional)
not taste good, there are things in our

Take Note:
Choose only ingredients that are
safe to be consumed raw.

lives that don’t taste good, things that
we don’t like. What are some things in
life that aren’t good? Encourage response. Sometimes we get sick, feel
lonely, or have our feelings hurt. Life is made up of good and bad things.
In today’s story, we learned how something very bad happened to a
family, but we’ll discover how Jesus made something good from it.
Let’s make up a story about something good
that happened, and then follow it with something
bad that happened. Encourage response. Choose
one student to start the story with a sentence that begins with “Good news”
and say something positive that happened. The next person will pick up
the story with “Bad news” and then add a disappointing statement to the
story. Continue going back and forth between good and bad news. For
example: “Good news, I was walking down the street and I found a dollar
on the ground.” The next person will continue the story with a disappointing
statement, “Bad news, the dollar was fake.” The next person will continue
the story with something good, “Good news, there was a note and a dog
beside it that said free dog—take me home.” The next person will add another
disappointing sentence, “Bad news, my mom has a no dog rule.” Continue
going back and forth with good and bad news until you have made up a story.

Option 2

In today’s story we’ll see how one family in the Bible had some good
news, then some bad news, then more good news, but then more bad
news. Listen carefully to learn how the story ended.
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STUDY THE WORD

LG

As you read the following story about Lazarus aloud to the students, give
them a chance to evaluate if what they’ve
just heard is good or bad news by saying
Items Needed:
the words, good or bad.
• TE 11-1—11-7
Today I want to share a story from John
11 that has both good and bad news.
Listen to see if you can tell me what the
good news is and what the bad news is. Display TE 11-1. Mary, Martha,
and Lazarus (two sisters and their brother) were close friends of Jesus.
He visited them and they shared meals together. Jesus sat in their
house and taught them important truths about God. They loved Him
and He loved them very much. Do you think that is good or bad news?
Encourage response. Yes, our story starts out with some good news. Life
was very good, and they were happy.

TE 11-1

But something happened. Display TE 11-2. Lazarus became very sick. Is
that good or bad news? Encourage response. That was very bad news.
What do you think Mary and Martha did? They knew Jesus had power to
heal and do miracles, so of course they sent word to Jesus to let Him
know that Lazarus was very sick.
But instead of rushing to heal Lazarus, Jesus stayed where He was for
two more days. Display TE 11-3. Then He finally said to His disciples,
“Let’s go to Judea.” The disciples tried to talk Jesus out of going there,
because some people there had tried to hurt Him. Jesus told them,
“Our friend, Lazarus sleeps, but I am going to wake him.” Have you ever
slept a lot when you were sick? Encourage response. Well the disciples
assumed Lazarus would soon get better if he was sleeping. They didn’t
understand Jesus was speaking about death as sleep. Jesus then
plainly said to them, “Lazarus is dead.” Do you think that is good or bad
news? Encourage response. I know that Lazarus being dead seemed like
very bad news, but Jesus knew this was going to be a chance for His
disciples and many others to believe. Think about this as you hear the
rest of the story.
When Jesus arrived in Bethany, Lazarus had been dead for four days.
Display TE 11-4. When Martha heard that Jesus had arrived in town, she
immediately went out to meet Him and said, “Lord, if You had been here,
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You
ask of God, He will give You.”

TE 11-2

TE 11-3

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha said, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last
day.”
Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Even if a person who
believes in me dies, that person will live. And whoever lives and believes
in Me will never die.” Do you think that is good or bad news? Encourage
response. That is very good news!
When Jesus asked Martha if she believed, she said to Him, “Yes, Lord,
I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into
the world.” Martha knew that Jesus was not just a man or a teacher, but
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TE 11-4

that He was God! Martha left Jesus and went to tell Mary that Jesus had
arrived and wanted to see her.
Many people had gathered at their home to comfort Mary and Martha.
Display TE 11-5. When Mary went to see Jesus, the people assumed she
was going to her brother’s tomb and followed her. When Mary saw Jesus,
she fell at His feet and said, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother
would not have died.”
Mary and Martha were very sad. When Jesus saw they were crying, He
was sad too and asked, “Where have you laid him?” They invited Jesus
to come and see. Jesus was touched by their sadness and cried with
them. Do you think this was good or bad news? Encourage response.

TE 11-5

Some of you might think that this was bad news because they were
crying and it very sad when someone we love dies. But I think there is
also some good news in this part of the story. The good news is that
Jesus cared. The people could see how much Jesus loved Lazarus.
Some people said, “Didn’t this man heal someone who was blind? Why
couldn’t he make Lazarus better and keep him from dying?” What they
didn’t know was Jesus had a better plan—a plan that would be good for a
lot of people. This is where we get to the best part of the story!
Display TE 11-6. When Jesus arrived at the tomb where Lazarus’ body
was, He said, “Take away the stone.” Martha reminded Him that Lazarus
had been dead four days and his body would smell really bad. But Jesus
told Martha, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe, you would
see the glory of God?” The people obeyed Jesus and moved the stone
from the entrance to the tomb. Jesus wanted the people to understand
that God and sent Him, so He thanked God for hearing Him. Then Jesus
said, “Lazarus, come out!”

TE 11-6

Display TE 11-7. Lazarus, who had been dead for four days, came out of
the tomb still wrapped in the grave clothes. Jesus told the people to take
off the strips of cloth that were wrapped around Lazarus.
What just happened? Jesus brought back to life a man who had been
dead for four days! Well, was that good or bad news? Encourage
response. Wow, for Mary and Martha that was serious good news! Jesus
did an amazing miracle and many of the people who saw it believed in
Him which is very good news! Jesus has power over death! Jesus died
and rose again. Anyone who believes in Him will live forever with Him
in Heaven. What do you think? Is that good or bad news? Encourage
response. That is good news!

DIG DEEPER

TE 11-7

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
Jesus’ power over death and the
grave demonstrates He is the
sovereign Lord of all.

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 11 so each student will have one. Distribute
Field Notes 11 and pencils to the
students. Have them fold along the solid
line, and turn to the inside. Allow time for
Items Needed:
the students to answer the questions.
• Field Notes 11
If you had been in Mary or Martha’s
situation, how do you think you
• Pencils
might have felt when Lazarus died?
Encourage response. When something

Field Notes 11
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bad or sad has happened to you, have you ever wondered if God loves
you why He let this happen? Have you ever doubted if God was strong
enough to do anything about your situation? Have you ever wondered
if God sees or really cares about what is happening to you? Encourage
response. When we feel sad or disappointed, we can let those thoughts
take over our thinking. Instead, we must focus on the truths we know
about Jesus. What did Mary and Martha know about Jesus? Encourage
response. They knew He was their friend, He could do miracles, He cared
about them, and He knows things that we don’t know. We can trust the
truths we know about Jesus too. By believing what they already knew
about Jesus, Mary and Martha could be comforted. When hard times
come, continue to trust the truths you know about Jesus.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Divide the words to the application verse into eight sections and use the
permanent marker to write the words on
one side of the paper plate. On the other
side, use a pencil to write one of the ways
Items Needed:
to say the verse (see sidebar). Place the
• TE 10-2
plates (so the words of the verse are
• Eight paper plates
facing up) on the floor in a circle with
• Permanent marker
space between each plate. Display TE
10-2 and review the application verse with
the students by saying it together. What
does this verse tell us about Jesus?
Encourage response. He has all authority in Heaven and on earth. Not
some, but all. Today we heard evidence of His power on earth to heal
people. Jesus has power over life and death. Mary and Martha had faith
that Jesus was powerful enough to heal their brother. But it was the
waiting that was so hard. Life can bring some very difficult situations that
we are forced to deal with. But the good news is we are not alone in any
of these situations. What are some truths we can hold on to when going
through hard times? Encourage response. We can trust God’s plan and
know that He cares for us more than we can ever imagine.
Say the application verse together as a class. Then choose a student to stand
in the center of the circle of plates and choose a plate. He or she will read
the way to say the verse that is written on the opposite side. The students will
say the verse again, but follow the directions on how to say those particular
words in the verse. For example, if the directions say sing the words and the
reference was written on that plate, the students would sing the reference.
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Sing the words.
Say the words in a highpitched voice.
Say the words in a low voice.
Whisper the words.
Hold your nose while saying
the words.
Flap your arms like a chicken
while saying the words.
Hop up and down while
saying the words.
Shake your right foot while
saying the words.

TE 10-2

LIVE IT

SG

LG

Display TE 7-1 and use the permanent marker to write cares in the blank.
Today we learned Jesus cares about
us. Last week we talked about Jesus’
Items Needed:
compassion for the people. Do any
of you remember what compassion
• 7-1
is? Encourage response. It’s when you
• Field Notes 11
see someone who is in need and you
• Permanent marker
want to help that person. Another way

to describe compassion is that you
hurt for that person. What did Jesus
do when He saw how sad Mary and Martha were about their brother
Lazarus dying? Encourage response. He showed compassion for His
friends and cried with them. Jesus cared about Mary and Martha’s
sadness and did something about it. Even though He didn’t come right
away to heal him, Jesus had a better plan of bringing Lazarus back to
life with a bigger purpose. Read John 11:25 to the students. What did
Jesus tell Martha? Encourage response. Jesus loves us enough to give
up His life for us, so we can believe that He will do what is best for
us. Sickness and death come to everyone, but Jesus has power over
death. Remember, Lazarus came out of the tomb even though he had
been dead for four days, and Jesus came alive after being dead for three
days.

TE 7-1

When we believe the important truths we know about Jesus, we can face
good or bad news with a calm and hopeful attitude. Go with what you
know, not with how you feel.
Refer to the Next Step section on the Field Notes. Your Next Step for this
week is to keep your focus on Jesus, especially during difficult times.
Remember how much He cares for us and trust His plan. Close with a
prayer of praise that Jesus cares and is with us and He will always do what is
best for us.

Field Notes 11
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November 22, 2020

Lesson 12

Text: Job 1-42

God Is With Us
All the Time
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in the
story of the Bible
Job is the first of what some call the five books
of Wisdom or Poetry literature in the Old
Testament (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
and Song of Solomon). Scholars believe Job
lived after the Flood but shortly before the time
of Abraham, even though the Book of Job could
have been written much later.

Lesson Objective:

Job remained faithful to God even when his world
turned upside down. We can use this true story to remind us that no matter what happens in our lives, we
can place our hope in God.

Application Verse:
Proverbs 3:5

Family Theme:

Preparation
Checklist:

Faith Is Tested by Trials

GET STARTED

q TE 12-7

Option 1

q TE 12-8

q TE 12-2

q TE 12-9

q Bag or envelope
Option 2
q TE 12-3
q Scissors

STUDY THE WORD

APPLY IT
q TE 12-10

LIVE IT

q TE 12-1a
q TE 12-11

q TE 12-4

q Field Notes 12

q TE 12-5

q Pencils

q TE 12-6

Bible Basics:

Teach this truth to your students as you teach this lesson: While Satan is a very real
being, his power can never match the power and authority of God Himself.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Before class, cut apart the cards from TE 12-2 and
one at a time,
Option 1
display and read
Items Needed:
the emotion from
the back. Place all of the cards in a bag or
• TE 12-2
envelope. Ask a volunteer to come to the
• Bag or envelope
front of the class and draw an emoji out of
the bag and keep it hidden. That student
must give clues to the others to try to get
them to guess which emoji it is. For example, if a volunteer picked the “happy”
emoji, he or she might give a clue such as, “I finally had enough money to
buy the video game.” But if the volunteer picked the “disappointed” emoji,
he or she might give a clue such as, “I didn’t make the team.” The volunteer
should give clues until someone guesses the emoji on the card. The person
who guesses it will draw a card and give clues. After either doing some or
all of the emojis, connect to today’s focus. We have all felt these emotions.
Today we are going to study the life of a man named Job, and we will
see he had many of these same feelings. We will learn some important
truths Job learned during a very emotional time in his life.

TE 12-2

Before class, cut apart the picture from TE 12-3
along the dotted
lines, and hide
Items Needed:
the pieces throughout the room.

Option 1

• TE 12-3
How many of you have put together
• Scissors
puzzles where you follow the picture
on the outside of the box? Perhaps it
was a cartoon character, an animal, or
a scenery picture. By looking at the box, you were able to put the final
picture together. But today, we are going to do the reverse process
of that. You do not know what the final picture will be from our puzzle
pieces. So, let’s see if you can still make sense of them and put the
puzzle pieces together. Tell the students how many pieces there are and
have students search for them. Once all the pieces are found, have them
work together to form the final picture. Do you think it would have been
easier if I showed you what the final picture looked like before you put it
together? Encourage response. This reminds me of the man we are going
to learn about today; his name was Job. His life was like the rollercoaster
on our puzzle. But we will also learn who was with Job as he rode that
rollercoaster.

TE 12-3
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STUDY THE WORD

LG

Display TE 12-4. Job was a wealthy man with a large family who faithfully
served God. But in one moment, his life
changed. One day, Satan told God he
Items Needed:
had been on earth going back and forth
looking at it all. God asked him, “Have
• TE 12-4—TE 12-9
you seen my servant Job? No one else
is like Him.” God told Satan Job was a
man who feared God and did not do evil things. Satan said Job was only
like that because of how God had blessed and protected him. Satan was
certain if Job lost all his children and all his things or property, he would
curse God for sure. God gave Satan permission to test Job, but He told
Satan he could not touch his body.
So Satan gave Job one of the worst days of his life. Display TE 12-5
and point to the different pictures as you discuss each messenger. Three
messengers came to Job and told him that his oxen, donkeys, and
camels were stolen; fire fell from the sky and burned up his sheep;
the rest of his animals were gone; most of his servants had been
killed. Then a fourth messenger told Job a powerful wind destroyed his
oldest son’s house, killing that son and all of Job’s children. Display TE
12-6. Job tore his robe and shaved his head to show how sad he was.
Even during his grief, Job worshiped God instead of blaming Him for
all that happened. Job praised God by saying, “I had nothing when I
was born, and I will have nothing when I die. God gives and takes away.
Bless His name” (Job 1:21). While that was a very difficult time for Job,
his suffering wasn’t over.
Satan has another conversation with God this time asking permission
to attack Job’s body. Satan thought for sure if he took away Job’s health,
he would turn against God. Once again, God gave Satan permission, but
told Satan he could not kill Job. Display TE 12-7. Job’s body was covered
with boils, very painful sores, from the bottom of his feet to the top of his
head. Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped the sores as he
sat in ashes. Then his wife told Job he should just turn away from God.
How do you think Job felt about God now? Encourage response. Instead
of blaming or doubting God, Job refused to sin against God.
Display TE 12-8. Job’s friends came to visit him. But when they saw
Job, they didn’t know what to say to him. So they sat on the ground
with him for seven days. What do you think they said to him when they
finally spoke? Encourage response. Instead of helpful words or words of
encouragement, they told Job that he needed to confess his sin to God.
Job responded that he had not done anything wrong, but his friends did
not believe him, which only added to Job’s pain. Job cried out to God and
asked for some answers. Suddenly, God spoke to Job out of a whirlwind.
Job unleashed his emotions on God. He wanted to know why all these
terrible things had happened. When God spoke to Job, He told Job about
His great power in creating the world and everything in it. Job realized
God could do anything and His plans would stand. Job realized he spoke

TE 12-4

TE 12-5

TE 12-6

TE 12-7

TE 12-8
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about things he did not truly understand. Before, Job had only heard
about God, but once he heard from God, things were different for him.
Now, Job saw his own condition and repented before God. Display TE 129. In the end, God restored Job and blessed him with more than he had
before.

DIG DEEPER

LG

Throughout the book of Job, it is evident that Satan attacked Job with
constant troubles and lies to try to get him to doubt or turn away from
God. Satan is our enemy and he repeatedly tries to get every follower
of Christ to sin against God. The Bible even tells us Satan roams the
earth looking for opportunities to cause us harm (1 Peter 5:8). But it’s
important to remember just as God limited Satan in Job’s life, he is
limited in our lives too. He is not God’s equal in any way. The purpose
of an enemy is to destroy and if he can’t destroy you, Satan will try
to distract you from trusting God. Satan is a liar and he wants to
trick you into believing his lies. Just as God has the best and special
plan for your life, Satan has a plan to destroy and distract you from
trusting, worshiping, and obeying God.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

TE 12-9

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
We have an enemy, Satan, who
seeks to bring us down and
destroy us. But he is no match
for our God and has no authority
beyond what God gives him.

We live in an imperfect world filled with imperfect people. There will be
times when trouble comes and we do
not understand why. Job is an example
Items Needed:
of this, because even though he feared
God and tried to please Him, troubles
• TE 12-10
still came to him. We can learn from Job
to remember to remain faithful to God
when faced with difficult times. We can
turn to the truths found in God’s Word to help us fight against Satan’s
lies. Know and remembering these truths about God helps us to rely on
Him when suffering comes.
Display TE 12-10 and introduce the application verse to the students by
reading it together. According to this verse, how should we trust the Lord?
Encourage response. We must believe He is there and that His words are
true. We must trust God even when we don’t understand why something
is happening, as in the example of Job. The opposite of trust is doubt,
and we don’t want to doubt who God is or what He can do. Let’s say our
application verse different ways to help us learn it. Allow the students
to choose between the two options as to how they will say the verse (see
sidebar).

TE 12-10

Say the verse standing up or
sitting down.
Say the verse loudly or
whisper it.
Say the verse while clapping
or snapping your fingers.
Say the verse with your eyes
open or closed.
Say the verse while hopping
around the room or skipping
around the room.
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LIVE IT

SG

LG

Before class, cut apart TE 12-1 on the dotted lines. Find and mark the verses
listed on TE 12-11. Also, copy Field
Notes 12 so each student will have one.
Display TE 12-1a. Today we learned God
Items Needed:
is always with us. When difficult times
• TE 12-1a
come we need to know some important
• TE 12-11
truths so we will be able to keep our
• Field Notes 12
faith in God. Display TE 12-11 and read
the verse from your Bible that corresponds
• Pencils
to each truth. Distribute Field Notes 12
and pencils to the students. Have them
fold along the solid line, and turn to the
inside. Allow the students to fill in the blanks as you discuss the truths.
God can be trusted (Proverbs 3:5-6). Job chose to trust God and we
saw how God worked in his life. God will always love me (Romans 8:39).
Satan wanted Job to doubt God’s love for him, but we can rely on this
truth to help us when we are feeling alone. God will never leave me
(Hebrews 13:5b). God was with Job through the darkest days of his life,
and He is there for us too. God is powerful (Jeremiah 32:17). God helped
Job realize His might and power and that He is always in control. God
will do what is best for me (Romans 8:28). It may be hard to understand
this truth in the midst of suffering, but we can remember God is able to
take bad things and bring good from them.
Knowing and remembering these truths can help us rely on God and
trust His Word when suffering comes. Have the students refer to the Next
Step section on their Field Notes. Your Next Step is to remember that no
matter what happens in our lives, we can place our hope in God.

Field Notes 12

Take Note:
Answer keys for the Field
Notes are available at
www.D6teacher.com.

TE 12-1a

TE 12-11

Field Notes 12
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November 29, 2020

Lesson 13

Text: Job; Luke 22:42;
Matthew 27, 46; 1 Peter 1:6-7

Why Does God Allow
Suffering?
How it fits:

Where this lesson fits in
the story of the Bible

Preparation
Checklist:

This lesson surveys Scriptures from both
the Old and the New Testaments to
examine the theme of suffering, of which
Job was a prime example, refuting the
false notion that the righteous do not
experience trouble.

Lesson Objective:

Suffering can help us grow in grace and understand God’s
wisdom and power. We can learn from hard times and
encourage others as they face difficulties.

Application Verse:
Proverbs 3:5

Family Theme:

Why Does God Allow Suffering?

GET STARTED

APPLY IT

q Popcorn popper

q TE 12-10

q Popcorn

q Field Notes 13

Option 2

q Pencils

Option 1

q TE 13-1

STUDY THE WORD

q Whiteboard and marker

q TE 12-1b

LIVE IT
q TE 13-2

q Field Notes 13

q Bible

Bible Basics:

Review the Bible Basics from the quarter with the students.
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GET STARTED

SG

LG

Choose one of these two options to help students to transition into the
classroom and get started with the lesson.
Bring a popcorn popper and popcorn to class.
Once the
Option 1
majority of
the students
Items Needed:
are in class, distribute a popcorn kernel
• Popcorn popper
to each student to feel. Then use the
• Popcorn
popcorn popper to make popcorn. Then,
once the popcorn has been popped,
distribute a piece to each student.
Talk about how hard the kernels were before you popped them and how it
changed after being popped. What happens when the kernels reach a
certain temperature? Encourage response. Yes, they pop. Do any of you
know how this occurs? Encourage response. The heat turns the natural
moisture inside the kernels to steam. The hard covering keeps the
steam from escaping, causing pressure to build up inside the kernel.
The pressure finally bursts the tough shell with a popping sound and
the white, tasty inside of the kernel puffs out. Without the heat, the
kernels would not pop. Suffering and difficult times can be compared to
the heat. While it can seem intense at the time, good things can result
from them. Today we are going to learn about why God allows us to
experience suffering and tough times.
Have you ever felt like Alexander and had a
really bad
day, where
Items Needed:
nothing seemed to go right? Maybe
• TE 13-1
you were late to school, forgot your
lunch, didn’t do well on a quiz, and
missed a really important goal in your
soccer game. Allow the students to share some of their bad day experiences.
Listen to a few of these real-life bad days. Read the two scenarios from
TE 13-1. We all have really bad days sometimes. Thankfully, bad days
don’t last forever. Sometimes, they make us smarter, too. I imagine you
remembered to bring your lunch the day after you forgot it!

Take Note:
Be sure students know suffering
doesn’t happen because God
doesn’t care. It happens because
there is an enemy. God is there to
help us through hard times and if
we allow Him to, He will use our
pain to help us be more like Him.

Option 2

Sometimes, hard times last longer than just a day or two. Sometimes
people have to face some really tough things. Someone’s mom might
lose her job, or someone’s grandma might pass away. Today we’re going
to learn why God allows us to experience these hard times and what we
can learn from our suffering.
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TE 13-1

STUDY THE WORD

LG

Before class, write physical hurts and emotional hurts on the whiteboard
to form two columns. Last week
we studied the life of Job as he
experienced extreme suffering. He not
Items Needed:
only experienced emotional suffering
• Whiteboard and marker
with the loss of his children, but also
• Bible
physical suffering with the boils on his
body. There will be times when each
of us will experience emotional and
physical suffering, but hopefully not to the extreme like Job’s. What are
some physical hurts you have or may experience in your life? Encourage
response and write their answers on the whiteboard under the appropriate
column. You may step on a Lego® with your bare feet, you may break a
bone, or skin your knee. What are some emotional hurts that a person
might go through? Encourage response and write the students’ answers
under the appropriate column. You may hear many different answers. This
will help you know how to guide the discussion. When someone calls you a
name or makes fun of you at school it doesn’t hurt in a way that you can
see. Loneliness and self-doubt are also emotional hurts that any of us
may go through. When hurts last for a long time, we call it suffering, and
it reminds us the world is not how it was created to be. It has problems.
Everything was good when God first created it (Genesis 1:31). Pain and
suffering did not enter the world until Satan tempted Eve and Adam and
they gave in and sinned.

Zoom In

Develop a Biblical Worldview
The pain and suffering we see
around us exists because sin
brings death and destruction
into the world. God sent His Son
to suffer on the cross for our
sins, making a way for us to one
day leave all pain and suffering
behind.

Some people have the wrong idea that their lives will be easier once
they follow Jesus and they won’t have problems. But Jesus told His
disciples they would have difficulties (John 16:33b). But He assured
them He would comfort them and they would not be alone (John 14:18,
27). The same is true for us. Bad things happen because we live in a
world of sin. People want their own way, instead of God’s way.
So can suffering ever be good for us? Encourage response. Yes, those
hard times we go through can help us focus on Jesus and grow our
faith. It also helps develop compassion and perseverance in us. Have a
student read James 1:2-3 and verse 12 aloud to the class. Choose another
student to read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 aloud to the class. When we experience
pain in our lives, God wants for us to come to Him for comfort. He also
wants for our experiences to help us be more like Jesus. No one wants
to go through tough times, but when someone does, God can use that
person’s pain to help him or her be a better person. He can grow that
person in character. Through suffering, God can show people that they
need Him. And then those people can go and help others when they are
going through tough times, too.
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DIG DEEPER

LG

Often times when we are experiencing hard times, we feel as though
we are alone. But God’s Word tells us that even Jesus suffered. Read
or choose a student to read Luke 22:42. In this passage in Luke, Jesus is
praying on the Mount of Olives the night before He was crucified. He
knew He would carry the sins of the world and die on the cross the next
day. What did Jesus ask God to do? Encourage response. Jesus told God
that, in that moment, He didn’t want to feel all that sin and be separated
from the Father, but even more than what He wanted, His desire was to
do what God knew was best. He was willing to suffer so that we could
have a relationship with God.
Suffering sometimes has a great purpose. But even then, we know that
it hurts. Even Jesus asked if there might be another way. When you are in
the midst of suffering, it is okay to ask God for relief, or for the suffering
to be taken away. Just remember that there is another part to this prayer.
Jesus said that no matter what, even with the suffering, it was more
important to do what God wanted Him to do.

APPLY IT

SG

LG

Before class, copy Field Notes 13 so each student will have one. So why
does God allow suffering? If God
loves His creation, and He is powerful
Items Needed:
enough to do anything good, then why
would He not put an end to suffering?
• TE 12-1b
Encourage response. God gave us free
• TE 12-10
will, which means we have the freedom
• Field Notes 13
to choose to follow Him and to make
• Pencils
choices that honor Him. If we did not
have that choice, we would just be
puppets that God controls, and our
service to Him, would be forced and
would not bring Him glory.

TE 12-10

Display TE 12-10 and review the application verse with the students.
Who does this verse tell us to trust? Encourage response. We are to
always trust God, especially when we don’t understand why things are
happening the way they are. We need to remember God will never let us
down.
Distribute Field Notes 13 and pencils to the students. Have them fold along
the line, and turn to the inside. Have the students fill in the blanks as you
share why God allows us to suffer.
Suffering can help us to grow in grace. If we are to do so, though, we
must run to God and know Him. When we do so, we will see just how
much He loves us. In fact, He loves us so much that He gave His only
Son to die for us. If He would do that, surely He will give us what we
need (Romans 8:32).
Suffering can help us understand just how wise God is. There are times
when we need to struggle to learn some important lessons. If we never
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Field Notes 13

experienced difficult times, we might be extremely selfish, uncaring, and
proud.
Suffering can help us understand God’s power. He can do amazing
things when we take our problems to Him. He is not a magic genie that
grants our every wish. He is, however, able to do more than what we can
ever imagine (Ephesians 3:20).
The good news is we can get through suffering and tough times with
God’s help. Display TE 12-1b. But God can bring good from suffering. No
one wants to go through tough times, but when someone does, God can
use that person’s difficult situation to help him or her be a better person.
He can grow that person in character.

LIVE IT

SG

TE 12-1b

LG

Continue to have the students fill in the blanks on their Field Notes. When
we have gone through tough times,
we can be more aware of others who
Items Needed:
may be struggling too. What could you
do when you see someone at school
• TE 13-2
who is hurting? Encourage response.
• Field Notes 13
Does it matter if it is a friend of yours?
Encourage response. No, it doesn’t. We
should always be willing to help anyone
who is hurting.
What else can we do for someone who is suffering? Display TE 13-2. We
can pray for that person. Prayer is often overlooked. We look for things to
“do” because we don’t’ truly realize the power prayer holds. But praying
is doing. Ask the Lord to help the person in need and that he or she
would feel God’s comfort.
We can be there for him or her. It is difficult to make yourself reach out
to someone who may not be a good friend of yours, but Jesus reached
out to people who rejected Him all throughout His ministry. Don’t let fear
stop you from showing care and compassion to someone. Even if that
person acts like he or she doesn’t want your friendship, your kindness
won’t be forgotten. You don’t have to say anything to try to make it feel
better, just being there is sometimes the best thing to do.

TE 13-2

Finally, write the person a note. If you are too reserved to approach
someone, send that person a note expressing your sorrow and care
for him or her. Let the person know you are praying for him or her. You
might even want to include an appropriate Bible verse. If you are not
sure, ask your parents for help and advice.
Suffering reminds us we need Jesus. It gives God opportunities to
comfort us and help us trust Him. Your Next Step is to learn from your
suffering and encourage others as they face difficult times. Let’s thank
God for walking with us through any situation we may face. End class
with prayer for your students and the situations they may be facing. Remind
them to trust God to work all things out for his or her good. If time allows,
have the students find the words in the word search on their Field Notes.
Field Notes 13
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