
Call to Worship    

Leader:  The Levites ...said,  

People: “Stand up and bless the Lord your God!”   “May you be blessed, O Lord our God, from age to 
age. May your glorious name be blessed; may it be lifted up above all blessing and praise. 6 You alone are the 
Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, along with all their multitude of stars, the earth and all 
that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You impart life to them all, and the multitudes of heaven worship 
you.”  Nehemiah 9:5-6 NET 
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….17 they refused to obey, and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among 
them; but they stiffened their necks and determined to return to their slavery in Egypt. But 
you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love, and you did not forsake them.  Nehemiah 9:17 NRSV 

70 years is a long time and even longer if you are living as a slave. Jeremiah was one of the prophets who 
warned Judah, the Jews, to repent or God would judge them.  Jeremiah was not popular.  God’s people would 
not repent.  In 586 BC, the Jews were conquered by an Eastern foreign power we call Iraq today.  The Jews, 
among them a young man named Daniel, were led away in captivity to Babylon. The Iraqis destroyed the holy 
temple in Jerusalem and Passover was not held in Jerusalem for 70 years. 70 years is the same number of 
years that Methodists have gathered to worship the Lord here in this consecrated place.  Imagine not 
worshiping here for 70 years. The second temple was rebuilt by March 515 BC, but it was another 70 years 
before Nehemiah led the people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  It only took 52 days to build the walls.  We 
began worship today with the same affirmation of faith that God’s people exclaimed in the shadows of the new 
walls at the rebuilt temple.  On that glorious day, Ezra the priest read the Torah for three hours.  Under 
conviction for their sins, the people of God repented and confessed their sins for three more hours.  They 
admitted WHY they were exiled.  Their sinfulness. They were only there that day for the same reason you are 
here today.  Nehemiah gives the reason: “...you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and you did not forsake (us).”  Nehemiah 9:17 NRSV 
 
Why are you here?  In this place?  At this moment?  Do you know?  Given any thought to it?  
 
I’m here because my mother and father decided to have a son late in life.  Upon their retirement, we moved 
back to my father’s hometown of Lindale, Texas and next door to my Mama and Papa.  At the Methodist 
Church my grandparents helped to found, sitting on the back pew in worship, I felt a call to ministry at age 19.  
I’m here because I believe I am called to proclaim the gospel in the Wesleyan tradition and because as the 
Apostle Paul said: 



 
 
Why are you here?   
 
You could go back to the very beginning of history when God created all things and created human beings in 
His image.  Then, seeking to be like God, Adam and Eve fell from grace due to the original sin of pride. We 
inherited a sinful nature. Why are you here? 
You can trace your family tree back to Noah, his wife, his three sons and their wives who trusted God by 
obediently building an ark. Humanity was judged, but also saved. Why are you here?   
You are here, and the world is what it is, because God made a covenant with one man named Abram who was 
counted as righteous because of his faith.  God kept His covenant with the descendants of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob delivering them from slavery in Egypt and establishing Israel as a nation in the Promised Land. Why 
are you here? 
 
You are here at this church because we believe God established a new covenant through the sacrifice of His 
Son for our sins.  God raised up the prophet Jeremiah, who foretold a new covenant would redeem sinners by 
grace through faith, Gentiles and Jews alike, would become God’s people by a new covenant established by 
the blood of the cross. Gal. 4:4-5 
 

 
 
Why are you here?  
 
Make no mistake, you are here because Christ has died, Christ is risen and Christ will come again.  That’s the 
gospel message of the church for 2,000 years.  Why are you here?  
 



Because a German priest named Martin Luther stood up to the sinful practices of the Roman Catholic Church 
and sparked a Protestant Reformation where the church was brought back to its original design of a priesthood 
of all believers formed around the living Word of God.  Why are you here?  You are here because at some 
point, you felt the prevenient grace of the Holy Spirit bringing you to a decision of faith and justifying grace 
touched you.  Or as Mercy Me sings today, “Grace got you.”  I hope everyone in this place has a personal, 
saving faith in Christ.  Since 1868, this church has been composed of people who sing together: “He Touched 
Me.” 
 

 
 
Why are you here?  
 
 Because Rev. John and his brother, Rev. Charles Wesley brought revival to the Church of England. 
Envisioning the world as their parish, they started a movement to spread scriptural holiness across the land.  
You are here because John Wesley blessed the formation of the Methodist Church in America which officially 
began with the Christmas Conference at Lovely Lane Chapel, Baltimore, MD in 1784 at which Francis Asbury 
was ordained the first bishop.   
 

 
 



Asbury rode over 270,000 miles on horseback proclaiming the gospel in America.  Man, don’t you know that 
horse was tired.  If that horse could talk?  “Hey, can I take the Sabbath day off?”   
 

 
 
Why are you here?   
 
Because Circuit Rider Methodist Preachers established new Methodist churches in Texas and one of those 
met above a saloon in downtown Bryan in the 1860’s. In September 1869, Bryan First Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, held the first worship service on this holy ground. 
 

 
 
 
In 1902, a new sanctuary was built that burned down a few years later. Outside the stained-glass windows of 
the north wall, is a bench in the courtyard supported by two cornerstones.  

 



 
 
One cornerstone is from the church built in 1902 which burned down.  The other cornerstone is from the 
sanctuary of 1906.  The 1906 sanctuary was built on the same plans and upon the same foundation as the 
1902 sanctuary.  Let’s never forget that the only true foundation of the church is Jesus Christ, the true 
cornerstone.  
 

 



In 1950, construction of a new sanctuary on the corner of Houston and 28th Street completed a vision for a 
holy place of worship. The total cost for the new building, after additions and change orders, was $162,159.69. 
Five of the original stain glass windows from the sanctuary of 1906 were incorporated into this sanctuary.  
Each and every Sunday, the Day of Resurrection, as we look above the choir on the eastern wall, we have a 
testimony from the saints who came before us.  Their witness is simple.  Christ is risen.   Jesus is Lord.  Jesus 
Messiah is the One who was, who is and who is to come.   
 
So, why are you here?  Because somebody told you about Jesus.  Someone brought you to this church so you 
could know Jesus.  That’s why you are here!  He touched you, so tell the world that Jesus is Lord or at least tell 
Brazos County.  Why are you here?  To love, witness, serve.        

 
 
On December 10, 1950, over 70 years ago now, the church began worship in the old sanctuary at the corner of 
27th and Houston, then the church left the building as they were singing and walked down to this holy place as 
one body singing together in harmony.  We have been truly blessed for 70 years.  Blessed be the Name of the 
Lord.  As a connection to those saints who came before us, who passed on the faith singing praise to Jesus, 
the Awakening Band has chosen the perfect contemporary song that calls us to faithfully live in Jesus.  



 

 

 


