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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

8:30 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 
(Sanctuary) 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Contemporary Worship 
(Gym) 
 
10:00 a.m.  
Bilingual English/Spanish 
Worship 
(Chapel) 
 
11:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship  
(Sanctuary) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Oasis of Hope                     
Anniversary Celebration 
September 5 
 
Intergenerational     
Worship & Prayer Night 
September 6 
 
First Family Dinner      
September 9-December 9 
 
Faith at Home 
September 20 

In the midst of all the disquieting noise, the babbling   
opinions, and the idolatry of idle talk, now more than ever, 
we need to recognize the truth, we need the peace that 
truth brings, we need the hope truth speaks into our lives. 
You will not find the truth in the prattle of politicians,    
pundits, or podcasters. True truth is in God alone. 

This fall, our focus is on God’s Word.  

I know you are thinking, “We’re a church. Of course, our attention is on the Bible.”  

No, I mean we are consciously taking a deep, lingering look at scripture. 

It begins with our General Conference in Johannesburg, South Africa. One of the major 
considerations for the Book of Doctrines and Discipline is the adoption of a new Articles 
of Faith, outlining our foundational beliefs as the Global Methodist Church. Already, the 
most discussed article is the wording regarding the Bible: how do we most clearly    
articulate what it means to have this revelation of the Lord’s love and purposes? We 
want there to be no doubt that our doctrines are founded on the Word of God. 

Over the next several weeks, we are preaching a sermon series entitled HIStory. We 
sing, “I love to tell the story…” We want to take you through the major movements of 
the Bible as the history—the unfolding story—of God’s work of saving us. The sixty-six 
books written by the pens of about forty authors over a period of about fifteen-hundred 
years is all one narrative. 

To reinforce that, we are leading a study of The Epic of Eden. Dr. Sandra Richter wrote 
the book that led to the study in which she shows how God original design for Creation 
is God’s ultimate destiny for Creation. Again, it ties the whole Bible together. 

Finally, we are organizing the pilgrimage to the Holy Land that will leave the day after 
Easter next year. Marjorie Lea and I can’t wait to introduce you to the places you’ve 
only read about in the The Book. You will never read the Bible the same after you go. 
As a lead-up to the trip, beginning in the new year, we will teach a class about the  
places we will be visiting. Even if you aren’t going, you will learn how the places in 
scripture are part of the message. 

With all of that, I think John Wesley summarizes it best, “I want to know one thing – the 
way to heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore. God himself has condescended 
to teach the way: For this very end he came from heaven. He hath written it down in a 
book. O give me that book! At any price, give me the book of God! I have it: Here is 
knowledge enough for me. Let me be homo unius libri (” a man of one book”).” 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Jonathan Bynum 
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Ministry Calendar 
9/1 9:30 AM  The Methodist Women Heritage Room 

9/2 12:00 PM  Prayer Meeting Chapel 

 5:45 PM  Children's Choir Sanctuary 2nd Floor 

 6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal C-113 

 6:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Gathering Chapel 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

9/4 7:00 AM  Meals of Love Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

9/5 5:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Anniversary Celebration Heritage Room 

9/6 2:00 PM  
Worship - Crestview Retirement Center/
Arbor Oaks  

 6:30 PM  Worship & Prayer Night Chapel 

 7:30 PM  Lighthouse College Ministry Bass’ Parsonage 

9/7   Labor Day / FMC Closed  

9/8 6:00 PM  Board of Trustees C-105 

9/9 12:00 PM  Prayer Meeting Chapel 

 5:15 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies Heritage Room 

 5:45 PM  Children's Choir Sanctuary 2nd Floor 

 6:00 PM  Epic of Eden Bible Study Heritage Room 

 6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal C-113 

 6:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Gathering Chapel 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

9/10 10:00 AM  Epic of Eden Bible Study E-209 

9/13 5:30 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) C-214 

 7:30 PM  Lighthouse College Ministry Bass’ Parsonage 

9/14 6:00 PM  Service/Mission Team Heritage Room 

 6:00 PM  Staff Parish Relations Committee C-105 

9/16 12:00 PM  Prayer Meeting Chapel 

 5:15 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies Heritage Room 

 5:45 PM  Children's Choir Sanctuary 2nd Floor 

 6:00 PM  Epic of Eden Bible Study Heritage Room 

 6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal C-113 

 6:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Gathering Chapel 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

9/17 10:00 AM  Epic of Eden Bible Study E-210 

9/18 7:00 AM  Meals of Love Fellowship Hall Kitchen 

9/20 5:30 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) C-215 

 6:00 PM  Faith@Home Chapel 

 7:30 PM  Lighthouse College Ministry Bass’ Parsonage 

9/23 12:00 PM  Prayer Meeting Chapel 

 5:15 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies Heritage Room 

 5:45 PM  Children's Choir Sanctuary 2nd Floor 

 6:00 PM  Epic of Eden Bible Study Heritage Room 

 6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal C-113 

 6:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Gathering Chapel 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

9/24 10:00 AM  Epic of Eden Bible Study E-211 

9/27 5:30 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) C-216 

 7:30 PM  Lighthouse College Ministry Bass’ Parsonage 

   Music of God Sunday Sanctuary 

9/30 12:00 PM  Prayer Meeting Chapel 

 5:15 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies Heritage Room 

 5:45 PM  Children's Choir Sanctuary 2nd Floor 

 6:00 PM  Epic of Eden Bible Study Heritage Room 

 6:00 PM  Handbell Rehearsal C-113 

 6:00 PM  Oasis of Hope Gathering Chapel 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 
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A Rare Gift to  
First Methodist Church 
First Methodist Church is honored to have 
received a truly unique and treasured gift 
from Dr. & Mrs. Philip Alexander—a rare 
ancient Greece Corinth 350 B.C. coin with 
a fascinating history and significance. 

Because of the coin’s unique and rare   
nature, it will be preserved and made  
available for viewing by appointment   
only. This special gift provides an          
opportunity for members and friends of our 
church to see and appreciate a piece of 
history that has now become part of the 
heritage of First Methodist Church. 

If you would like to schedule a time to view 
this remarkable coin, please contact      
Eileen Winkle, Director of Business & 
Facility Operations, to arrange an        
appointment. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Dr. & 
Mrs. Philip Alexander for their generous 
gift and for entrusting this special and      
relevant piece of history to First Methodist 
Church. 
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ENDOWMENT SPOTLIGHT 
Reverend Derwood and Kathryn Blackwell Family Legacy 

Rev. Derwood and Kathryn Blackwell firmly believed that 
evangelism was the church’s highest calling. This passion for 
sharing the Gospel was deeply rooted in their family history—
Kathryn’s father, Rev. Preston Taylor Ramsey, was equally 
devoted to evangelism and discipleship, dedicating his     
ministry to reaching others for Christ.  

In 1974, Derwood and Kathryn retired from full-time ministry 
and chose Bryan as their home. Retirement, however, did not 
mean stepping away from service. They remained actively 
involved in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and music 
ministries, continuing to live out their commitment to Christ 
and His church. Their lives were a testament to the belief that 
ministry is not confined to a pulpit, but lived out daily through 
relationships, service, and love. 

To honor the legacy and passion for evangelism shared by both the Blackwell and Ramsey families, the 
Blackwell Evangelism Endowment and the Ramsey Evangelism Endowment were combined in 2018, forming 
the Blackwell/Ramsey Evangelism Endowment. This unified endowment serves as an enduring resource,  
ensuring that the work of reaching others for Christ continues for generations to come. 

As we enter a new season of school, sports, and extracurricular activities, this legacy challenges and inspires 
us to be mindful of our witness. Whether on the field, in the classroom, at work, or in our community, we are 
called to reflect the light and love of Jesus in all that we do. 

The Blackwell/Ramsey Evangelism Endowment exists for one specific and powerful purpose—to help us help 
others and to share the life-changing message of Jesus Christ. It is a reminder that every interaction is an   
opportunity for ministry, every conversation a chance to speak hope, and every act of kindness a reflection of 
the Gospel. 

May we carry forward the vision and faithfulness of Rev. Derwood and Kathryn Blackwell and Rev. Preston 
Taylor Ramsey, embracing the call to live as everyday witnesses of the power and grace of Jesus Christ.  

 

Robert and Linda Prock: A Legacy of Faith, Service, and Generosity 
Robert "Bob" Prock and his wife, Linda, shared a deep love for God, their church, and their community.   
Together, they faithfully supported the ministries of First Methodist Church, Bryan, leaving a lasting legacy 
through their service and generosity.  

Linda Prock passed away in 2023. A graduate of Stephen F. Austin High School in Bryan, Texas, she 
earned her Bachelor of Music Education degree from Baylor University before returning to Bryan to begin a 
distinguished career in education. Throughout her years with Bryan ISD, Linda inspired countless students 
by sharing her passion for music and helping nurture their talents.  

Bob Prock passed away in 2025. He and Linda were married for 16 years and built a life centered on faith, 
service, and stewardship. Bob earned both his bachelor's and master's degrees in Business Administration 
and generously shared his time, talents, and expertise throughout his life. 

As active members of First Methodist Church, Bryan, Bob and Linda faithfully participated in the life and 
ministries of the church, demonstrating their commitment through service, worship, and support. Their love 
for the church extended beyond their lifetimes.  

In June 2025, First Methodist Church, Bryan, received a generous annuity gift of $54,595.76 from Bob's  
estate. In accordance with his wishes, the gift was designated to the church's Heritage Endowment, where it 
will continue to strengthen the church's mission and ministry for generations to come. 

The Procks' legacy is a testament to compassionate service and thoughtful generosity. Their lives continue 
to bless First Methodist Church, Bryan, ensuring that future generations will benefit from their enduring  
commitment to God's work. 
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Claude A. Cash 
LNC(SW), US Navy (Retired),  June 1977 – Jan 1998 

A 22-year-old man married for two years, my future was uncertain in small town      
Victoria, Texas.  Therefore, a Navy Recruiter convinced me to come aboard in Sum-
mer 1977.  Our Navy taught me a breadth of skills, professions, leadership challenges 
and real world education and experience I would have not possibly learned           
elsewhere.  Much of the following I believed I knew in youth, later confirming through 
my 20-plus years’ Naval career in the business of keeping good order and discipline.  

Intelligence.  You need intelligence to keep freedom, but you don't need intelligence 
attending our nation's "institutions of higher education".  (Later in my Naval career, I 
often questioned "intelligence" or, questioned if someone erred when the word was 
placed into the dictionary.) 

Management and Leadership.  "Institutions of higher education" vainly lecture        
management and leadership in a class - without practicality and true proper          
leadership.  Those lectured often can't manage leading themselves or others out of a 
shoebox until experienced.  Many cannot fathom, refuse to accept, or exercise a    
simple concept: you must follow before leading.  Failure is often brought by misdirec-
tion from those with no management or true leadership experience.  There is a reason 
"Ask the Chief" is a household phrase in and out of the Navy. (Perhaps when this   
lecture is done, if engaged, you had an education.  Perhaps, you may develop an  
educated opinion.) 

Discipline.  Self-discipline comes only through self-awareness and intentional actions.  You must self-discipline before 
team discipline.  

One must understand what discipline is.  Without discipline, you have nothing.  Nothing.  Discipline is not                    
punishment.  Punishment is the result of lack of discipline.  Discipline is a teaching process. God disciplines us - when 
there is no discipline, there is punishment.  Punishment comes when discipline fails. 

With Discipline comes humility, good management, good order, and functional leadership.  Planning plus example, plus 
responsibility equals success.  No finger-pointing.  We are all leaders, no matter which direction we choose. 

Responsibility - Authority.  Privileges.  They must be inseparable.  Don't give responsibility without authority.  Don't 
give authority without responsibility. 

Tradition - a privilege.  Tradition bonds together those that otherwise have little or nothing in common.  The envious 
seek by design to break the bond through deprivation of tradition.   

These are the most important lessons affirmed throughout my Naval career. 

My Naval career was blessed with success through the years; through mistakes, hard work, long hours, sacrifice, and 
extraordinary leadership.  Not by right – by exploited privilege.  Yes, privilege is a good thing.  There was no oppression.  
No injustice. We credit the privileged before us, those serving with us, and cherish those coming after us.  We do not  
forget where we came from, and we know where we are headed.  

Dedicated, honorable, sacrificial service.  We do it for the exceptional privileged duty to God and Country; in the same 
way our rights and privileges are given by our Creator.  Love.  We do not do it for fame, and we indisputably do not do it 
for fortune.  Our service is not a right.  It is a privilege - privilege earned - worked for; to lead by example and keep good 
order and discipline; to do God's work; to keep the peace, so that our privileges as well as our rights may be 
kept.       Today, we assure you "national security" remains our duty - to eradicate evil, to keep our Country free.  I remain 
The Chief.  Once a Chief - always a Chief! For We the People!   

Unless we recognize the HUGE difference between right and privilege, we are doomed for failure.  I thank our Creator 
and His People for the honor and privilege of having served.  God Bless America Indeed, America is still exceptional. 

• I write things that are difficult for some folks to swallow, but then I didn't spoon-feed them. 

• I am not here for a popularity contest.  I am here for your wake-up call and reality check. 

Veteran Voices: Celebrating 250 Years as a Nation 

As we celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary, we want to honor the brave men and women of our 

church who have served in the Armed Forces.  We’d love to feature your experiences in our church 

newsletter.  Your stories of courage, sacrifice, and patriotism will inspire our congregation.                

Please contact Eileen Winkle at eileen@fmcbryan.org to share your story! 
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Your Generosity Is Making a Difference 
Because of your faithful generosity, our church is in a stronger financial       
position than it was at this time last year — with a 12.6% increase in our     
operating funds and a healthier savings reserve. In simple terms? We're in 
good shape, and that's because of you. 

Your giving keeps the building lights on, the A/C running, our staff and  minis-
try leaders supported, our ministry programs thriving, and our outreach and 
missions touching lives in our community. Every tithe — no matter the size — 
plays a part in making that happen. 

As we move into the second half of the year, we ask that 
you prayerfully consider continuing to give as you are 
able. Whether you've been giving for years or you're just 
learning what tithing is all about, your contribution mat-
ters and is deeply appreciated. 

Thank you for your faithfulness. Together, we're building 
something that lasts. 

Offering Team In Need of Volunteers 
If you can count to 20 without all your fingers and your toes, the Offering Team needs you. We have a team of 

three who counts offerings from worship services at 9:00 am on Monday mornings. It takes an hour or less, 

which includes a trip by two members to take the cash to the bank. Each team does one quarter a year, and 

the team we need another member on is the July, August and September Team.  

If you think this is something you can do for your church family please contact Jeanette Leese at     

979-240-0467 or by email to jeanette.leese@gmail.com.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 

On August 10th, the Service/Mission Team and The Methodist Women served a Back to School lunch for the 

teachers and administrators of Fannin Elementary in the Heritage Room.  FMC Bryan is blessed to be able to 

support these amazing educators for the 2026-27 school year. 

Fannin Elementary Back to School Luncheon 
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Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
 Back to School • Back to Community • Sent to Shine   
A new school year is underway! New schedules, new teachers, new classes, new teams, new 
friendships; and maybe a little exhaustion as everyone settles back into a routine. As our students 
head back into classrooms, hallways, locker rooms, band halls, practice fields, lunch tables, jobs, 
and college campuses, I want to remind them of something important:  

You aren't just going back to school. You are being sent.  

Every place God has positioned you is an opportunity to reflect Christ. My prayer for our students this year is that they 
will begin to see their everyday spaces differently; not simply as places they have to go, but as spheres of influence 
where God can use them.  

You don't have to preach a sermon in the hallway to make an impact. Sometimes being the light looks like noticing the 
student sitting alone. Sometimes it means refusing to participate in gossip. Sometimes it's encouraging a teammate,  
including someone others overlook, standing up for what is right, or simply being kind when everyone else chooses   
otherwise.  

Parents, we have an incredible opportunity to help our students recognize these moments. Ask them where they see 
God working. Pray specifically for their friends, teachers, coaches, and classmates. Remind them that following Jesus 
isn't something they only do at church; it shapes the way they live everywhere they go.  

I am excited to begin another year of growing, serving, worshiping, laughing, and doing life together. I can't wait to see 
what God does through this generation!  

Blessings,  

Meredith Pennington, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

    Salt & Light: You Are Sent  
A Back-to-School Devotional for Students & Families  

Jesus tells His followers: "You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world."                           
— Matthew 5:13–14  

Notice that Jesus doesn't say, "Someday you might become the light."  

He says, "You are."  

For our students, school is one of the biggest spheres of influence God has given them. Think about how 
many people they encounter in one week - classmates, teammates, teachers, coaches, friends, coworkers, 
and people they barely know. What if we started viewing those encounters as opportunities?  

Be Salt - Salt changes whatever it touches.  

As followers of Jesus, we should make the places we enter better because Christ is working through us.    
Being salt might mean:  

• Encouraging instead of criticizing 

• Including instead of excluding  

• Refusing to participate in gossip  

• Choosing integrity when no one is watching  

• Forgiving when holding a grudge would be easier  

• Speaking up when someone is being mistreated  

Be Light - Light doesn't have to make noise to change a room. It simply has to shine.  

Students, you don't have to have all the answers or be the loudest Christian at your school. Let people see 
Jesus through the way you love, serve, speak, respond, and treat others. Jesus continues: "Let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."                            
— Matthew 5:16  

Before walking into school each morning, try praying one simple prayer: "Jesus, show me where You are 
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working today, and help me join You." Then pay attention. Someone may need encouragement. Someone 
may need a friend. Someone may need to be invited. Someone may simply need to experience the kindness 
of Jesus through you .  

Faithful Parenting  
Parents, one of the greatest ways we can disciple our students is by helping them connect their Sunday faith 
with their Monday life. Instead of only asking: "How was school?" Try asking:  

• Where did you see God today?"  

• "Who might need some encouragement this week?"  

• "Was there a moment today when doing the right thing was hard?"  

• "Who can we pray for at your school?"  

These questions turn ordinary conversations into discipleship opportunities. Our students don't need parents 
who have every spiritual answer. They need adults willing to walk beside them, listen well, pray with them, 
and continually point them toward Jesus.  

Family Connection Challenge: The No-Phone 20  
Back-to-school schedules can quickly become overwhelming. Between homework, practices, activities, work, 
church, and everything else, families can spend an entire week together without really connecting. Sometime 
this week, choose 20 minutes when everyone puts their phones away. Grab dinner, dessert, or a snack and 
let everyone answer these four questions:  

• HIGH: What was the best part of your week?  

• LOW: What was the hardest part?  

• LIGHT: Where did you see something good or see God at work?  

• SEND: Who is one person God may be asking you to encourage this week?  

Finish by praying for each person's SEND. Keep it simple. Twenty minutes. No phones. No perfect answers 
required. You might be surprised by what you learn about one another.  

September Family Prayer  
Lord, As our students return to their schools, teams, activities, workplaces, and campuses, help them         
remember that You go before them. Give them courage to live differently, compassion to notice people who 
are hurting, wisdom to make good choices, and boldness to stand firm in their faith. Help them be salt where 
the world needs Your goodness and light where someone needs hope. Give us, as parents and leaders,   
wisdom to shepherd them well. Help us listen before speaking, pray before worrying, encourage more than 
criticize, and continually point them toward You. May our homes be places of grace, our churches places of 
belonging, and our schools places where the light of Christ shines brightly through this generation.  

Amen.  

DIVING DEEPER IS BACK!  
We're excited to get back around the table and into God's Word together! Diving Deeper is a place for      
students to ask questions, dig into Scripture, grow in their faith, and discover how God's Word speaks into 
their everyday lives.  

• Begins September 9  
• First Family Dinner 5:15 -5:45 PM | The Heritage Room  
• Bible Study • Conversation • Community - 6:00 - 7:30 PM | C214  
• Bring your Bible and bring a friend!  

MYF RETURNS SEPTEMBER 13!  
Sundays | 5:30–7:30 PM  

Sunday nights are back! MYF is our weekly space to gather for:  

Fellowship • Games • Worship • Scripture • Small Groups • Community  



Stay connected with MYF on social media: 
   Follow us on Facebook                   Follow us on Instagram 

Young Adult Ministry: The Vine 
At FMC Bryan, we believe young adults thrive in authentic Christian community. The Vine is a 
Sunday School class for ages 18–30ish focused on connection, spiritual growth, and honest      
conversation—with Jesus at the center.  

"I am the vine; you are the branches..." — John 15:5  

  Sundays | 10:00–10:50 AM  

  Room C206 

What to Expect:  Bible study and conversation, honest questions, meaningful relationships, 
Christ-centered community . 

Faith that carries into everyday life Whether you're in college, working, figuring out what's 
next, or somewhere in between, there is a place for you at The Vine.  

Upcoming Vine Events  

  Lunch out - 9/6/2026 - 12:15PM | TBD  
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This isn't just another activity to add to the calendar. It's a place for students to belong, ask honest questions, 
build Christ-centered friendships, and grow together.  

MYF Kickoff — September 13 
5:30–7:30 PM | C214  
Invite a friend and come ready for a great year!  

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/619068648620970
https://www.instagram.com/fmcbryanyouth/
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Children & Family Ministries 



506 East 28th Street 
Bryan, TX 77803 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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To receive a copy of our newsletter, please e-mail leeann@fmcbryan.org, and let us 
know if you’d like a paper or digital copy. 


