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A monthly publication of First United Methodist Church, Bryan, TX 

Church Office 
 

506 E. 28th St. 
Bryan, TX 77803 

 
979-779-1324 

 
979-775-2173 (Fax) 

 
Monday-Thursday 

 
8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Friday 

 
8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

 
www.fumcbryan.org 

 
Follow us on  

Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram  

for all the latest from  
FUMC Bryan

(@fumcbryan) 

Worship Schedule 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Contemporary      

Worship Service 
(Gym) 

 
11:00 a.m.  

Traditional Worship 
Service (Sanctuary) 

 
11:00 a.m.  

Bilingual English/
Spanish Service 
(Fellowship Hall) 

Join Us For Back to Church Sunday on September 20th 

Drawing from Ecclesiastes 4:12, “Though one may be overpowered, two can     
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”, NATIONAL 
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY 2020 reminds us that together; individuals, families 
and friends, no matter your economic situation, the geography of your home or the 
color of your skin, make God’s church stronger. Together, we can thrive in         
uncertainty, stay hopeful in a world of doubt, confident as fear grips our            
community and flourish as one.  
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Senior Pastor 

Rev. Rick Sitton 

ext. 105 

rick@fumcbryan.org 

Lead Pastor of  
Contemporary Worship 
Rev. Jennifer Webber 

ext. 106 
jen@fumcbryan.org 

Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry  
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria 

ext. 104 
augusto@fumcbryan.org 

 

Director of 

Jeff Hobbs 
ext. 111 

jeff@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Adult Ministries  
& Member Involvement 

Natalie Patterson 
ext. 102 

natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Music & Worship 
Ministries 

Chris Caffee 
ext. 107 

chris@fumcbryan.org 

Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries 

Will Pepper                              
ext.110 

pepper@fumcbryan.org 

Sara Hadley 
Karl Brinkmann 

karlb1@prodigy.net 

Organist 
Angela Corbett 

Director of  
Business & Facilities 

Eileen Winkle 
ext. 109 

eileen@fumcbryan.org 

Administrative Assistant 
LeeAnn Broeker 

ext. 101 
leeann@fumcbryan.org 

Custodians 
 Hosea Morriel 

Rocio Hittt 
Josh Sweed 

CLERGY 

STAFF 

Rehab/Nursing Care: Ray Anthony,   
Jack Gressett, Ben Balke. 
 
Prayers of Healing: Mary McDonald,  
Pam Vollentine, Nancy Janosky Schnell,  

Carl Maxson, Francis Hicks, Elder Palma, John Sitton, Deb Sitton, Reece Thigpen 
 
Prayers of comfort and peace for the family of:  
Darold Eberhardt, who passed away on August 20, 2020. 
Robert Plunkett, brother of Libby May, who passed away on August 20, 2020. 
Mary Rodriguez, who passed away on August 25, 2020. 
Sandie Bennett, who passed away on August 28, 2020.  

9/1/2020 9:30 AM  UMW - General Session 

 6:00 PM  Brazos Valley Coalition on Suicide Prevention 

9/2/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies 

 6:00 PM  Youth Group Bible Study 

9/4/2020 6:00 PM  "First Friday" Fellowship - Downtown Bryan 

9/6/2020 6:00 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) 

9/7/2020   Campus Closed - Labor Day 

9/8/2020 9:30 AM  UMW - Caring for Others 

 6:00 PM  Staff Parish Relations Committee 

 6:30 PM  Service-Mission Team 

9/9/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies 

 6:00 PM  Youth Group Bible Study 

 6:30 PM  UMW - Moonlighters 

9/11/2020 8:00 AM  Garage Sale 

 8:00 AM  Meals of Love 

9/12/2020 8:00 AM  Garage Sale 

9/13/2020 10:00 AM  Sunday Morning Bible Study - Philippians 

 12:00 PM  Acolyte Training & Luncheon 

 6:00 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) 

9/16/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies 

 6:00 PM  Youth Group Bible Study 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

9/20/2020 10:00 AM  Sunday Morning Bible Study - Philippians 

 6:00 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) 

 6:00 PM  Ukulele Choir Rehearsal  

9/23/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies 

 6:00 PM  Youth Group Bible Study 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

9/25/2020 8:00 AM  Meals of Love 

9/27/2020 10:00 AM  Sunday Morning Bible Study - Philippians 

 6:00 PM  MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) 

 6:00 PM  Ukulele Choir Rehearsal  

9/30/2020 5:30 PM  First Family Dinner & Bible Studies 

 6:00 PM  Youth Group Bible Study 

 7:00 PM  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
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Church News & Upcoming Events 
Donor 

David & Joann Claridge In Memory of Delilah Moutray 

Bill & Susan Birdwell In Memory of Georgia Harwerth & Mary House 

Joan Moore In Memory of Henry & Dorothy Moore 

Francis Hicks In Memory of John Hicks 

Mary Sue & Mike Hefley In Memory of Martin Hefley 

Sue Gantt In Memory of Myron Gantt 

Karen Thompson In Memory of Spencer Thompson 

Angie Bridges 

Bill Fuller 

Charles & Carol Frosch 

Dick & Sunny Sue Keelan 

John & Claire Lillie 

John & Lynn McKemie 

Kay Hamilton 

Kaye Schroeppel 

McCall & Jayne Keyser 

Mike & Susan Beal 

Natalie Patterson 

Rick Sitton 

Russell & Meredith Armagost 

Thank you to our donors’ annual        

commitment to donate to the Permanent 

Endowment and help build the financial 

foundation of FUMC today for                 

the future of tomorrow. 

One of the best ways to get involved in your local 

community is to get involved with your local    

government.  Volunteer Service Request forms 

for a Board/Commission/Committee Assignment 

have been provided to FUMC Bryan by the City of 

Bryan.   Forms are available at the church office 

and on the City of Bryan website                  

(https://onboard.bryantx.org). 

Fill Out Yours Today! 
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The week of July 26th, the FUMC Bryan youth group travelled from the church to 
Florence, Kentucky and back. This trip was long, but so rewarding. Sure, the ark 
was AWESOME, and the museum was great. Sure, we got to try new food places 
and stay in hotels. The most rewarding part of this trip was the memories. The 
growth in these kids’ relationships with each other and God. We worshipped        
together in vans and in random hotels. We stayed up late playing games and having 

deep talks. These are the memories you can’t make at church camp or just staying at home. This trip had its 
moments of stress and “hanger”. But the laughs, jokes, singing, bonding, will never be forgotten.  

I am forever grateful for all of the youth at FUMC Bryan. I am so grateful for these 12 kids and 6 adults that 
trusted me to lead them to Kentucky and back. I know this trip will leave a mark on these kids’ lives.           
Especially because they got to hang out with me. 

Regan O’Brien 
Summer Interim Youth Director 

Fall Study: An Eight Week Study of  
"Women in the New Testament" 

 

Dates and formats:  Thursdays, September 17- November 5 
 
Morning sessions lead by Wanda Stuart & Jayne Keyser at 
10:00 am in room E209 with plenty of room to spread out. 
 

Evening sessions lead by Natalie Patterson at 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 
The format is 5 daily Bible readings followed by the video and 
group discussion sessions either in person or virtual. 
 
The books will be printed and bound for each of you at no cost.    
(If you would like to donate to offset the cost that would be        
appreciated). Books will be ready for pick up the 7-10 days before 
the study begins.   
 
Please register soon with natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org to   
allow for the printing and distribution of the books. 
 
We are anxious to study God's Word with you all! 
 

-Jayne, Wanda & Natalie 
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Missions & Evangelism 

From September 23rd through November 1, 2020, our 

community will unite with many others from coast to 

coast and internationally for a major simultaneous       

pro-life event----the 40 Days for Life Campaign.  40 

Days for Life is an organization that was birthed in Bryan, Texas (Previously Coalition for Life) and was located 

across the street from Planned Parenthood in Bryan.  Because of  numerous prayers and God's glorious power, 

that Planned Parenthood building is now a 40 Days for Life building.  Because of this powerful movement of   

Jesus Christ, faithful believers   continue to pray with the vision in mind----babies will be able to live and fulfill 

their mission in our world.  This campaign is a peaceful effort whose goal is to reach our community through 

prayer and fasting, through media efforts, church and school outreach, petition drives, and public visibility.       

Beginning on September 23rd, join me in praying for at 

least an hour a week in front of Torchy's Tacos in     

College Station (across from the Texas A&M campus 

on Texas Avenue).  I have committed to every Saturday 

at 10am.  You can sign up for the time that works for 

you.  As a church, I would like us to commit to fill as 

many spots as possible each day (anytime from 7am-

7pm).   

Sign up at www.40daysforlife.com/collegestation          

or contact Laura Stephenson at                                        

lauramistrot28@gmail.com or (979)219-2811 with any 

questions.  Each participant must complete a Statement 

of Peace prior to their participation in this event; this 

can be found on the website and there will be copies 

available in the church office and in the back of the 

Sanctuary.  Sign Up Today!!!  Make a difference in one 

child's life!!! 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come unto me, and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these." 

Thank you, 

Laura Stephenson,  
Mother of Two  

Thank you      

FUMC Bryan for 

your donations to     

Fannin Elementary 

School! 

https://www.40daysfor
http://life.com/collegestation
mailto:lauramistrot28@gmail.com
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Adult Ministries 
 

 

 

Let Us Pray 
 

Something powerful happens when we spend time growing our relationship with God by praying to 
him and reading His Word. There is something even more powerful when we do that together.  
 

The English word prayer derives from the Latin precarious. We pray because life is precarious. We 
pray because life is marvelous, we pray because we find ourselves at a loss for many things, but not 
for the simple words like please, thank you, wow and help. 
 
Praying together creates a culture of prayer where unity begins to take shape.   

 
Acts 4:31-32 
And when they had prayed, the place where they were      
assembled was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

 
Now 

the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and 
one soul 

 
Luke 11: 1-4 
Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disci-
ples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” So, He said to 
them, “When you pray, say:” 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us day by day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 
 
On the 2

nd
 Tuesday of each month, FUMC Bryan will join in special prayer emphasizing:  

• Brokenness and oppression in the United States  
• Those affected by COVID-19 
• FUMC Bryan, the community and the world  

Prayer Guide booklets especially designed 
for these monthly prayers are available in 

the sanctuary, gym, education building and 
the church office. 
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Children & Family Ministries 



506 East 28th Street 
Bryan, TX 77803 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

www.fumcbryan.org 
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MINE FIELD AHEAD 

Why is there so much suffering?  There are plenty of hardships, hurts, sorrows, and privations that 

come from living in a fallen world among sinful men and women, but there is also much that we 

bring upon ourselves.  When things go wrong in my life, I tend to ask three questions: Why is this 

happening, God?  What can I do about it? And how can I persuade God to help keep me walking 

securely on the right path?  It’s obvious that all three questions come out of my demand to be in 

control.  Admittedly, trusting God is risky.  “Let go and let God” means that I have to surrender my 

will and accept His will and His purpose for my life. 

So, what is the answer or roadmap for life?  I believe we find it in the book of Proverbs.  Our 

Father has provided us with the book of Proverbs guide us walking through the minefield of 

life.  It says: “minefield ahead, do not enter.”  Proverbs has a name for us if we continue to 

wander in the minefield unguided: fool.  “The way of the fool seems right to him, but a 

wise man listens to advice.” Proverbs 12:15 

Although Proverbs is a practical book dealing with the art of living, it bases wisdom solidly on a firm respect for and trust 

in God: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” 

Proverbs 9:10.  Proverbs reminds us that to live by God’s wisdom in ultimately the smartest thing to do: “My son, do 

not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and 

bring you prosperity” Proverbs 3:1-2.  

In closing I ask you to ponder this question. “Has my way really been working?”  None of us can afford to live in the 

world without referring to the “map” called Proverbs.  It is not about a 12-step program but a close and personal         

relationship with our Father, His son Jesus and the precious gift of the Holy Spirit.  I would encourage you to pack this 

map with you where ever you go today. 

In His Steps, Lanny 

love. witness. serve. 

Open   

Door 

 

 


