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FUSION Teaching Guide for adults is part of the D6 EveryDay Curriculum 
for all ages. Encompassing everyone in the family from preschool through 
adults, D6 EveryDay Curriculum meets learners where they are and points 
them toward spiritual maturity through the systematic study of God’s Word. 
D6 EveryDay Curriculum provides a three-year study of the story of the Bible, 
helping lead the entire family to interact around the same biblical theme each 
week. This whole-family approach to Bible study helps parents fulfill the man-
date of Deuteronomy 6 (D6) to teach their children the Word of God.

FUSION Teaching Guide and its companion publications, Fusion Teaching 
Resources, Fusion Family and Fusion Next Devotional Magazines, and Parent 
Page are the arm of D6 EveryDay Curriculum for adults.

D6 EveryDay FUSION Teaching Guide features:

Variety! Every quarter includes lessons from both the Old and New Testa-
ments. There will occasionally be topical lessons that reinforce and enhance the 
Old or New Testament lessons.

Apologetics! Teachers and learners alike will find tools to help them explain 
and defend key Christian doctrines.

Lesson Objective! Every lesson includes an objective that identifies what you 
want learners to take away from the lesson.

Bible Basics! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students develop 
deeper biblical literacy by discussing and memorizing important truths every 
believer should know.

Zoom In notes! These notes help teachers, parents, and students develop a 
biblical worldview. Along with the Bible Basics notes, Zoom In helps learners 
see the world through the lens of Scripture.

How It Fits! These brief notes help teachers, parents, and students see how 
the entire Bible fits together by showing how each lesson fits in the big picture 
of God’s plan.

Teaching Tips! Teacher training in bite-sized nuggets helps you make your 
lessons more interesting and effective.

Welcome to the D6 EveryDay Curriculum 
FUSION Teaching Guide from Randall House!
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D6 Digital! D6 curriculum is available in a digital format! Go to 
randallhouse.com or call 800.877.7030 for more information.

SG LG
Icons indicate how the lesson may be customized for a small 
group (SG) or large group (LG) format.

D6 EveryDay Curriculum lessons are built around five import-
ant steps:

Get Started—This opening activity helps capture the learners’ attention and 
answers the question, Where is this lesson going?

Study the Word—What does the Bible say? This section answers this ques-
tion by digging into the biblical text and explaining it in ways both teachers 
and group members can understand.

Dig Deeper—These notes provide more information for the teacher. They 
address issues like cultural background, historical context, theological impor-
tance, or other complementary biblical teachings.

Apply It—What difference does all this make in my life? Apply It helps learn-
ers see how the biblical truths they have just heard fit into everyday life. Each 
Apply It section includes at least one thought-provoking question to help you 
spark a meaningful discussion.

Live It—The final section in each lesson answers the question, What now? Live 
It encourages learners to take practical steps to apply the biblical principles 
they have learned. This is the perfect lead-in to each week’s daily devotions in 
Fusion Family and Fusion Next magazines. These weekly, six-day Bible studies 
reinforce the theme adults studied on Sunday, allowing God to continue speak-
ing to them from His Word each day.

More Fusion Resources

FUSION Teaching Resources provide tools that help teachers communicate 
effectively: a FUSION Teaching Guide, teaching outlines, follow-along student 
outlines, reproducible handouts, full-color posters, Parent Page, and more. FU-
SION Teaching Resources also include instructions for obtaining downloadable 
PowerPoint presentations plus the teaching outline for each lesson. Both can be 
edited to tailor the lesson to your group.
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Fusion Family & Fusion Next Devotional Study Guides 
The Devotional Study Guides for Fusion (Fusion Family and Fusion Next) 

provide a preview of the major truths of each week’s lessons and follow with 
Monday through Friday devotions to reinforce the lesson’s biblical principles. 
Teens and adults will study the same devotional passage each day, facilitating 
conversations about God’s Word. Journal prompts each week can help those 
who enjoy journaling as a part of Bible study. The Bible Basics feature bibli-
cal literacy, encouraging every reader to know God’s Word better. In addition, 
readers enjoy great articles and columns on issues relevant to daily life. Because 
both devotional study guides share the same daily Bible readings and devotions 
(as well as many articles), your group members can choose the magazine they 
prefer and everyone will still be studying together.

Fusion Family is for those who have children in their homes. The daily de-
votions address every member of the family. Learners can do these devotions 
alone in a quiet time or at the breakfast table with the family. Devotions include 
questions for both teens and elementary-age children. Each week, the devo-
tions feature further discussion questions and a family activity to teach the 
biblical theme, along with a simple learning activity for those with preschool-
ers. Unique articles will focus on parenting, and many include dinner table 
discussion questions to help the family discuss important issues.

Fusion Next is a devotional study guide for adults whose children are grown. 
Fusion Next includes many of the best features of Fusion Family, but it is target-
ed toward those with no children living in their households. It addresses their 
needs while challenging them to be involved in generational discipleship from 
a different perspective. Every magazine includes “Pop’s Page,” written specif-
ically for grandparents with suggestions for activities to share in the spiritual 
instruction of their grandchildren.

Parent Page
The Parent Page is a resource to help parents and grandparents discuss the 

truths of each lesson with their children or grandchildren at home. It includes 
the key truths of the lesson, the lesson objective, how the lesson fits in the story 
of the Bible, Bible Basics notes to develop biblical literacy, discussion starter 
questions, activities for different age groups, and notes to help families dis-
cuss important truths from the lesson. Give copies of this page to parents and 
grandparents and encourage them to use it at home each week. Parent Page is 
also available for FREE download at www.D6home.com.

Splink is a simple way to link your family together spiritually. Through FREE 
weekly emails packed with ideas, Splink helps you and your family engage in 
conversation. Whether it’s making memories or having fun together, Splink 

http://www.D6home.com
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allows you to capture those teachable moments to impress spiritual truths 
and life lessons on your kids. No matter where you are, there’s always time to 
Splink! Sign up for Splink at D6family.com/Splink.

Are you on Facebook? Join the D6 Curriculum Teachers group, a place of 
community for you to share stories, ask questions, get advice, and engage in 
conversations with other D6 curriculum teachers.

Check out more resources (including training videos) at d6family.com/
d6curriculum. To order call 800-877-7030 or an affiliate bookstore.

Help for the Anxious and Hurting/Christmas
This quarter kicks off with two lessons which examine biblical principles 

that can help those who have suffered loss or are struggling with anxiety. They 
can also prepare learners to help others dealing with loss or anxiety. These les-
sons will be followed by a lesson focusing on how Jesus’ miraculous birth helps 
us trust in the reliability of God’s Word and promises.

1 Corinthians
Six lessons from 1 Corinthians will examine important teaching on unity, 

purity, contentment, spiritual gifts, godly love, and the promise of resurrection.  

1 Kings
Three lessons will examine key events and truths from the lives of Solomon 

and Elijah including Solomon’s prayer for wisdom, the dedication of the Tem-
ple, and Elijah on Mount Carmel.

Proverbs 
The final lesson will examine the great value of wisdom and where we can 

find it. 

In This Teaching Guide
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Christianity is about more than going to church and living a good moral life. 
Being a Christian is about having a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Every Sunday School teacher or Bible study leader should want to see 
each of his or her learners enter into this relationship—their eternal destiny 
depends on it. As you work toward this goal, keep the following in mind:

• Following Christ is about more than a mere decision; it is about a lifelong 
relationship. Jesus called us to make disciples, not mere decision-makers. 
Aim for long-term faith, not momentary emotion.  

• Salvation is a matter of grace, not works. Our works do not save us (Ephe-
sians 2:8-9), nor do they keep us (Galatians 3:2-6). Good works are a 
product of salvation, not a prerequisite to it.  

• Don’t confuse sanctification with salvation. Holiness follows salvation; it 
doesn’t precede it. Don’t try to impose “Christian” expectations on men 
and women who don’t know Christ.  

Keep it simple. Being born again is not complicated. Here’s a simple way to 
explain it:  

• Acknowledge your sinfulness and your need for a Savior (Romans 
3:10, 23).  

• Trust in Christ’s sacrifice for your sins and in His resurrection (Romans 
10:9-10).

• Surrender your life to God’s transforming power (Romans 12:1-2).  

Most of all, remember that your job is to tell the truth in a way others can 
understand, answer their questions, and give them an opportunity to respond. 
If you do that faithfully, some will respond and join the band of Christ- 
followers. When they do, Heaven will rejoice!  

Leading Adults to Christ
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Navigating Grief
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FAMILY THEME
Comfort for Broken Hearts

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that the Lord 
will be there to help them deal with 
life’s losses and follow biblical prin-
ciples for coping with loss.

STUDY TEXT
Acts 12:1-5; James 5:7-11; Psalm 
46:1-11

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 1-1
(poster)

q	 FTE 1-2
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 1-3
(student outline)

q	 FTE 1-4
(handout)

q	 FTE 1-5
(handout)

q	 FTE 1-6
(#teenfeed)

q	 PP-1
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•	 	The	Death	of	a	Loved	One	Is	One	of	the	Most	Difficult	Losses	We	Can	

Experience.
• Healthy Grief Is a Process.
•	 We	Can	Find	Comfort	and	Direction	in	God’s	Word.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize John 14:27 this week and to work 
with	 family	members	 to	do	so	as	well.	 (Learners	can	find	 this	Bible	
Basics	note	on	the	FTE	1-3	student	outline	you	give	them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
The topic of dealing with loss is common for all people and is found all 
through the pages of both the Old Testament and the New Testament,
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 1-1 
(“God	Gives	Grace”)	
poster.

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share 
some of the most difficult and painful experiences 
people go through. Discuss why these experiences 
are so painful. After discussion, say: There are many 
difficult circumstances people face, but one of the 
most difficult is the loss of a loved one. Today we will 
discuss how we can get through such losses and help 
others get through them as well.

Option 2: Use these questions to get your group 
thinking about loss:

• How many of you have experienced the death 
of a spouse, parent, or child, or know someone 
who has? (All of us have experienced or will 
experience some of these losses across our life 
span.)

• Based on your observations or experience, how 
do people try to cope with such losses?

After discussion, say: There are many difficult cir-
cumstances people face, but one of the most difficult 
is the loss of a loved one. Today we will discuss how 
we can get through such losses and help others get 
through them as well.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 1-1

Study the WordLG

There are a lot of ideas out there about how to han-
dle grief. When a tragic event transpires people often 
say things like “they need to go through the grieving 
process” or “I hope they find closure.” As Christians 
we should be equipped to process grief and help oth-
ers who experience a loss. We can use examples of 
dealing with loss found in the Scriptures.

TEACHING TIP:
Consider how you and 
your students need 
to respond to the 
truths of each lesson 
and how you will help 
your students put 
them into action.
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The Death of a Loved One Is 
One of the Most Difficult 
Losses We Can Experience
(Acts 12:1-5)

In Acts 12, we find a wonderful turn of events. The 
killing of the apostle James was a tragedy, which was 
followed by the imprisonment of Peter. Peter ap-
peared to be doomed as he waited in prison (Acts 
12:3-4). God miraculously intervened and he was 
saved (Acts 12:7). This is an encouraging story, with 
even a bit of humor. We see Peter arrive at the home 
where people were praying for his safety (Acts 12:13), 
only to be left at the door by Rhoda who ran to tell 
the disciples he had been saved (Acts 12:14-15). They 
were so sure of Peter’s imminent demise that they as-
sumed Rhoda was seeing things. As we examine this 
story, we often lose sight of the loss of a wonderful 
man of God (Acts 12:2). This passage shows us that 
even the godliest of people experience loss.

This brief picture characterizes so many losses 
that people experience. All losses are bad but the 
research indicates that the worst losses in life are 
the death of a child, loss of a loved one as a result 
of suicide, and a loss as result of a homicide. In this 
passage we see the violent death (Acts 12:1-2) of a 
beloved man in what one might argue to be a homi-
cide. Perhaps worst of all, many celebrated this death 
(Acts 12:3). Imagine how difficult this would have 
been for the family and friends of James. This kind 
of loss is like the sudden and public tragedies that 
some experience, such as a homicide that is repeat-
edly covered in the media. In cases where there is a 
trial, the victim is often disparaged, which is difficult 
to say the least. The loss of James and the aftermath 
would have been especially difficult.

Some losses are more difficult to deal with than 
others. These losses can place us at risk for compli-
cated grief because they can impact us physically, 
psychologically, and spiritually. The losses that Job 

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-2 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

FTE 1-2

Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-3	student	
outline and some-
thing to write with.

FTE 1-3



10 • FUSION Teaching Guide

suffered and their impact are a good example. Job’s 
loss affected him physically. Job described the pain 
he felt throughout his body (Job 30:17). He also expe-
rienced psychological pain as he described longing 
for the way his life had been in the past as he enjoyed 
his children (Job 29:2-6), and how he missed the re-
spect he had enjoyed in the community (Job 29:21-
25). The problems Job experienced with his “miser-
able comforters” (Job 16:2) are well known, but he 
specifically described the way he felt his friends were 
estranged from him and far off (Job 19:13-15). In 
other words, they did not know what to say to him or 
how to help him. As we know, even his wife was es-
tranged from him (Job 19:17), and he felt that he had 
become someone that people just talked about (Job 
30:9-10a). People either ignored him or said things 
that hurt him. Perhaps most concerning of all was 
the spiritual impact. At times Job felt as if God did 
not hear his prayers (Job 21:15). He also felt that God 
had treated him unfairly (Job 31:35). If loss had such 
a significant impact on a godly man like Job (Job 1:1), 
we can all expect these difficulties.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the certainty of death and other 
losses in life remind us that sin brought death 
and destruction into the world. Encourage par-
ents and grandparents to discuss this truth with 
family members.

DIG DEEPER:
How long does it take to recover from the loss of 
a loved one? Research indicates that the stress of 
a death is as high on the one-year anniversary of 
the death as it was on the day of the death. We 
can see an example of this in Scripture. Consid-
er the trauma and loss that Joseph experienced 
when separated from his family. Joseph was 
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Distribute copies of 
FTE	1-4	(“Helping	In-
stead	of	Hurting”)	to	
each learner to help 
them think through 
how to help those 
who are grieving.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Allow yourself to grieve and learn healthy ways to 
process a loved one’s death.

• Why is it important to allow ourselves to grieve 
the loss of a loved one? (We heal better when 
we go through the process of grief; not dealing 
with our feelings leads to other problems; etc.)

• How can we best help someone who has lost a 
loved one? (Be present and mourn with them; 
don’t talk too much; help in practical ways 
such as meals and help around the house; be a 
sounding board; etc.)

Healthy Grief Is a Process
(James 5:7-11)

No matter how spiritual a person may be, he or 
she cannot hurry through the necessary phases of 

FTE 1-4

mistreated by his brothers and separated from 
them as recorded in Genesis 37. Years later Jo-
seph appeared to be mourning this event, as he 
watched his brother Simeon be bound (Gene-
sis 42:24). Joseph cried when he saw his broth-
er Benjamin (Genesis 43:29-30). He cried when 
he revealed his identity to his brothers (Gene-
sis 45:1-2, 14-15). Decades later when Joseph’s 
brothers brought up the event he cried again 
(Genesis 50:17). Whether we are dealing with a 
loss or helping others deal with a loss it is im-
portant to allow ourselves, or others, to simply 
cry. Tears help us heal. That was certainly the 
case with Joseph. He was a psychologically and 
spiritually sophisticated man who readily cried 
when he experienced various cues (seeing his 
brothers) and reminders of what he had lost.
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dealing with a loss. Step one is to be patient. Just as 
farmers cannot make their crops grow faster, James 
indicated that we too must be patient (James 5:7). 
There is nothing we can do to make the pain go away 
quickly. We cannot speed up the process of grief. We 
must be established, unwavering in our faith (James 
5:8). No matter what, we are to focus upon the Lord 
and realize that He is close to us. We need to be care-
ful not to grumble about each other and not to turn 
against others (James 5:9). For example, in the wake 
of the death of a child, or a death as a result of sui-
cide, family members often turn against one another 
and the divorce rate is high among these parents. We 
need each other. So we need to lean on each other 
rather than push each other away. We must remain 
steadfast (James 5:10-11). James pointed us to the 
prophets and to Job to consider as we deal with suf-
fering (James 5:10-11). He reminded us that those 
who endure experience the Lord’s mercy (James 
5:11). No matter what, we will not quit. We see this 
attitude from Job as he held onto his integrity (Job 
2:3, 9, 10; 27:5-7).

No matter how difficult the loss, we cannot forget 
that the Lord is there for us and nothing can separate 
us from Him. Sometimes those who have suffered 
difficult losses do not know what to do or even how 
to pray, but they can know that the Lord will never 
leave them nor forsake them (Romans 8:38-39; He-
brews 13:5b).

For more information see First Aid for Your Emo-
tional Hurts—Grief, by Edward E. Moody Jr., Ph.D., 
(Randall House 2010).

DIG DEEPER:
The most complicated grieving situations are 
those that involve guilt. We hear a lot of “If 
I would have” or “I should have!” in regard to 
how we should have prevented the loss (“If I 
had pushed him to go to the doctor” or “If I had 
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Take steps that will help you process your loss.

• What kinds of losses, other than death, cause 
grief? (Divorce; loss of job; etc.)

• What can we do to help us process grief and 
loss? (Pray and read Scripture; set physical 
goals—sleep, diet, exercise; have realistic ex-
pectations; prepare for ups and downs; help 
people understand how to help; talk to family 
and friends who encourage you.)

• What do people sometimes do that hinders 
healing from loss? (Withdraw from relation-
ships, especially with Christian friends; with-
draw from worship and fellowship at church; 
stop eating properly; etc.)

talked to her about her driving”). Some also have 
guilt because they are haunted by arguments 
with the loved one, especially when some of the 
last words they had with them were contentious. 
Others feel legitimate guilt as in a person who 
had some culpability in an accident. Be aware 
that many who have served in military combat 
often feel a sense of guilt. Perhaps a buddy who 
took one’s place on an assignment was injured or 
killed. There is guilt over the accidental deaths of 
civilians and even the killing of the enemy. Even 
when we point out to people that they were not 
actually culpable in a death or that an individual 
probably did not harbor ill will toward him, the 
guilt often remains. In those situations only God 
can help with the guilt. When someone insists 
she is guilty, walk her through Psalm 51 and help 
her adopt it as her own. Encourage those you try 
to help to use Psalm 51 as a prayer guide, praying 
it as their own.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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The Parent Page 
(PP-1)	is	a	resource	
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it at 
home this week.

We Can Find Comfort and 
Direction in God’s Word
(Psalm 46:1-11)

Sometimes in the most difficult losses of life it is 
critical to pause and meditate upon what we have in 
Christ. When we don’t know what to do to help our-
selves, or someone else, after a suicide, homicide, or 
other sudden death, we can focus upon Psalm 46. The 
Scripture tells us that no matter what happens, God 
is our refuge (Psalm 46:1), He is right there when we 
find ourselves in trouble. But what kind of trouble 
does He help us with? Even if the mountains shake 
and fall into the sea (Psalm 46:2-3), God will help us.

The death of a child, parent, or spouse often leads 
one to feel like his or her world has turned upside 
down. That is when God is closest to us. At the dark-
est moment, just before dawn, God helps us (Psalm 
46:4-5). We are given specific instructions in the 
Psalm to be still (Psalm 46:10). We do this to get 
grounded, but also to keep from making bad deci-
sions. Often in the aftermath of a tragic event people 
make quick decisions (i.e., settling with insurance 
companies too quickly) that become problematic 
later. The psalm ends with a reminder that God is 
our refuge (Psalm 46:11). It is comforting to know 
that the same God who helped Jacob centuries ago 
helps us today. Psalm 46 is comforting to us while 
also providing practical instruction.

We can be assured that God is there to help us as 
we deal with loss. The apostle Paul said the Christian 
is not to be uninformed about what happens to be-
lievers who pass away. He described what the Chris-
tian experiences at death as sleep (1 Thessalonians 
4:13), and indicated the importance of focusing upon 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as a coping 
mechanism (1 Thessalonians 4:14). We can take en-
couragement from the fact that we will see believing 
loved ones again with Christ in Heaven (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:17-18).

PP-1
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Go to God’s Word for comfort when dealing with 
loss.

• In what passages of Scripture have you found 
comfort in times of loss?

• Why can believers have hope even in times of 
loss? (We know we will be united with Chris-
tian loved ones forever when Christ returns; 
etc.)

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• Reflect on your past or present losses. What pas-
sages of Scripture or encouragement from others 
have helped you?

• Whom could you encourage this week by shar-
ing Scripture with them?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 1-5 
(“Steps to Healing”) to help your group members 
think about how they can take steps to help them-
selves or someone else who is dealing with a difficult 
loss. Discuss the handout together and encourage 
learners to take steps this week to help them process 
their loss.

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put the truths 
of this lesson into 
practice.

FTE 1-5
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete this week’s 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide, and to discuss 
the devotions with 
family members.

Give a copy of 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 1-6 (“#teen-
feed”)	to	all	parents	
of teens. 

Option 3: As a group, reach out with comfort and 
help to someone who could use it. This might be one 
of your group members or a family member of some-
one in your group. It could also be someone in your 
church family. Discuss how your group could reach 
out to help—cards, visits, food, yardwork, etc.—and 
then put it into action.

FTE 1-6
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When Anxiety Knocks
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FAMILY THEME
Hope for Anxious Hearts

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that God is al-
ways with us and will help us cope 
with depression and anxiety as we 
follow biblical guidelines to ad-
dress them.

STUDY TEXT
1 Kings 19; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 5:7; 
Revelation 21:4

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 2-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 2-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 2-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 2-4
(handout)

q	 PP-2
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•	 Trials	and	Difficulties	Can	Push	Us	Toward	Depression	and	Anxiety.
•	 God	Can	Use	Trials	and	Difficulties	to	Help	Us	Grow.
•	 God	Invites	Us	to	Cast	Our	Cares	on	Him.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize the names and order of books nine 
through twelve of the New Testament (Galatians, Ephesians, Philip-
pians,	and	Colossians)	this	week	and	to	work	with	family	members	to	
do so as well. (Learners	will	find	this	Bible	Basics	note	on	the	FTE	2-2	
student	outline	you	give	them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This	lesson	addresses	principles	from	the	Old	Testament	and	the	New	
Testament that help all people deal with depression and anxiety.
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Use	one	of	the	Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
list situations or circumstances that lead some peo-
ple to suffer from depression or anxiety. Examples 
might include losing your job, relationship prob-
lems, holiday stress, loss of a loved one, etc. After 
discussion, say: There are many circumstances that 
may push people toward depression or anxiety. Today 
we will look to the Scriptures for help in dealing with 
these issues.

Option 2: Begin by writing the word Depression on 
the marker board and then read the following statis-
tics about depression taken from E. Moody, First Aid 
for Your Emotional Hurts—Depression).

• Depression impacts 10 to 25 percent of all 
women and 5 to 12 percent of all men at some 
point in their lifetime.

• Successful people like Abraham Lincoln, Win-
ston Churchill, and Mother Teresa all suffered 
from depression.

• Spiritually sound people like Martin Luther, 
John Bunyan, and Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
all suffered from depression.

• Biblical principles, friends and family, and the 
right medication can be very effective in help-
ing someone who is depressed.

After sharing this, say: Depression is fairly common 
in our culture. Today we will look to the Scriptures for 
help in dealing with depression.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 2-1
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 2-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

TEACHING TIP: 
Plan each lesson to 
help your learners 
discover and apply 
the main points of 
the Scriptures being 
studied.

Years ago a young lady described to her professional 
counselor some of the troubles she had been experi-
encing. She indicated she was having trouble sleep-
ing, had lost her appetite, could not concentrate, 
cried often for no real reason, and just didn’t feel like 
doing anything fun. “It sounds a bit like you might 
be struggling with depression,” her counselor said 
to her. She responded, “Oh no, I am not depressed! 
Christians don’t get depressed.” When the counsel-
or asked her how she came to that conclusion she 
said her aunt had informed her that Christians do 
not struggle with depression. The counselor silently 
wondered if her aunt had ever read 1 Kings 19.

Trials and Difficulties Can 
Push Us Toward Depression 
and Anxiety
(1 Kings 19:1-21)

Any person, even a Christian, can experience depres-
sion and anxiety as he or she encounters the trials of 
life. Depression and anxiety are often intertwined. 
For example, when a child struggles with depression, 
he or she is 30 times more likely to struggle with an 
anxiety disorder. We can see something about this 
relationship as we look at the example of Elijah pro-
vided in 1 Kings 19. It appears that anxiety played a 
major role in Elijah’s becoming depressed. Often de-
pression is triggered by a threat. Elijah experienced a 
threat upon his life by Jezebel (1 Kings 19:1-2).

Threats can come upon us in a number of ways. 
A threat can be a health problem, the fear of losing 
our job, or an actual physical threat as a result of a 
conflict with someone else. The threat Elijah expe-
rienced was very real. Jezebel had murdered many 
prophets (1 Kings 18:13). Though he was a godly man, 

Study the Word LG

FTE 2-2
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Elijah panicked and engaged in some behaviors that 
exacerbated his situation. He ran and left his servant 
behind. He isolated himself (1 Kings 19:3). He ran so 
much that he became exhausted (1 Kings 19:4).

We, too, do this at times. We may run from one 
job to another or one relationship to another. We 
may isolate ourselves from others. This is how anxi-
ety can trigger depression. The more fatigued people 
become, the more susceptible they are to depression 
as well. Finally, Elijah quit (1 Kings 19:4). He stopped 
ministering. One might stop working or spending 
time with those he loves. Next, Elijah dwelt upon 
how he had been mistreated (1 Kings 19:10, 14). Al-
though there was a time interval and some major 
events between verses 10 and 14, Elijah’s thought 
process did not change. Those who struggle with 
anxiety or depression continue to dwell upon what-
ever it is that frightens or upsets them. Sometimes 
our thoughts are incorrect.

Lastly, Elijah hid in a cave (1 Kings 19:9, 13). The 
worst thing people can do is to isolate themselves 
and hide in a dark place when they are down emo-
tionally. It was as if he quit going to church, pulled 
all the shades down, and dragged himself around the 
house. He was the picture of a man overcome with 
anxiety and depression.

How did God deal with His depressed prophet? 
Rather than a lecture, God addressed Elijah’s physi-
cal needs by having him get up and eat (1 Kings 19:5-
8). God asked Elijah open ended questions to get him 
thinking about his situation (1 Kings 19:9, 13). Even-
tually God gently confronted Elijah and pointed out 
that his thoughts were not correct (1 Kings 19:18). 
God then coached Elijah on how to address the threat 
that triggered his depression (1 Kings 19:15-21).

God did not quit on Elijah and He does not quit 
on us.
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When facing depression and anxiety, call out to 
God and take steps that will help, not hurt.

• What can we learn about anxiety and depres-
sion from this event in Elijah’s life? (Anyone 
can struggle with these; we can cry out to God 
for help; there is hope.)

• Along with prayer and Bible reading, what oth-
er steps can be taken to help with anxiety and 
depression? (Proper rest and diet; exercise; 

DIG DEEPER:
There is no avoiding the impact of the physio-
logical component to both depression and anxi-
ety. Notice that God addressed the physiological 
needs of Elijah before anything else. The first 
thing God did with Elijah was to have him get up 
and eat (1 Kings 19:5) rather than to give him a 
lecture or even a sermon. How are we to address 
physiological issues in those we try to help, or 
in ourselves if we struggle with these issues? Of-
ten we can help a friend by walking or exercising 
with her and even encouraging her to use tools 
like medication. Sometimes people feel like they 
lack faith if they take medication to address de-
pression or anxiety. We may need to admonish 
them as Paul did Timothy about the importance 
of the appropriate use of medications available 
(1 Timothy 5:23). Taking medication should 
go hand in hand with prayer and Bible reading 
to combat depression and anxiety. For exam-
ple, Hezekiah prayed for his life to be extended 
(Isaiah 38:1-3). God granted Hezekiah’s prayer 
but He also used the medicine of that day as 
Hezekiah was commanded to put figs on the boil 
to recover (Isaiah 38:21).

APPLY IT  SG LG
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medication; staying involved in church and 
with others; talking with encouraging family, 
friends, and spiritual mentors.)

God Can Use Trials and 
Difficulties to Help Us Grow
(James 1:2-4)

Everyone struggles with something. Sometimes peo-
ple who struggle with depression or anxiety or any 
number of other problems wonder why God does 
not just take their problem away. Some begin to 
wonder if they lack faith. We must remember that 
great Christian leaders from the past have struggled 
with problems and prayed they would go away, only 
to learn that God was using these problems to help 
them grow. Consider Paul’s battle with the thorn 
in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). God used that 
problem to protect and develop him. Each of us will 
have some issue in our lives that continues to plague 
us that God will use to develop us.

James told us we would have trials (James 1:2). 
However, he noted that these trials have a purpose. 
The purpose is to help us grow and mature in our 
faith (James 1:3-4). And though God did not prom-
ise to take our problems away, He did promise to give 
us the wisdom we need to deal with what we face 
(James 1:5-7).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God’s ability to use trials and 
difficulties for our good demonstrates He is the 
Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to discuss this truth with family 
members at home.

God did not instantaneously remove Elijah’s de-
pression and anxiety. He required him to eat and 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-2)	is	a	resource	
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available	for	FREE	
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password	required.)

drink (1 Kings 19:5), to get on a regimen (1 Kings 
19:5-8), and to engage in certain activities that ad-
dressed his difficulties (1 Kings 19:19-21). This is the 
wisdom that James described. It worked. By the time 
we get to 1 Kings 21:17-24, Elijah was a changed man. 
He was no longer running from Jezebel and Ahab. 
He was looking for them and confronted Ahab about 
his sin.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Focus on God’s purposes when facing trials and 
difficulties.

• How can facing trials and difficulties help us 
grow? (It produces endurance and helps us ma-
ture in our faith; we see God get us through; 
etc.)

• How can knowing trials have a purpose change 
our attitude toward them? (It can help us bear 
up under them.)

God Invites Us to Cast 
Our Cares on Him
(1 Peter 5:7; Revelation 21:4)

It must have been difficult for Elijah as he headed 
back toward Ahab and Jezebel but he obeyed the Lord 
and went back (1 Kings 19:19). He must have cast his 
anxiety upon the Lord and he became focused upon 
the task at hand. God gave him many tasks that were 
not easily resolved. In fact, it would be many years 
before all of the work would be completed. Elijah 
invested his life in Elisha (1 Kings 19:19-21) and an 
important ministry began. At some point, we too 
must cast our fears upon the Lord and become out-
wardly focused. It must have taken some time but we 
find a different man in 1 Kings 21. Instead of flee-
ing from Ahab and Jezebel, Elijah sought them out 

PP-2

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Display	the	FTE	2-3	
(“Cast	Your	Cares”)	
poster to reinforce 
these truths.

(1 Kings 21:19-20) and confronted Ahab (1 Kings 
21:21-22) and pronounced judgment upon Jezebel 
(1 Kings 21:23). Elijah was no longer the struggling 
man of 1 Kings 19.

We too can be helped. All Christians will have 
trials, but some will experience difficulties that are 
more debilitating than others. All of us can rejoice 
that we can cast those anxieties upon Christ and 
know that He cares about us (1 Peter 5:7; See also 
Matthew 6:25-34 and Philippians 4:6-7). We can also 
rest in the knowledge that one day all of this diffi-
culty will pass away (Revelation 21:4). Interestingly, 
Elijah never died. The thing he seemed to fear most 
never occurred.

FTE 2-3

DIG DEEPER:
Jonah (Jonah 4:3), Elijah (1 Kings 19:4b), and 
Jeremiah (Jeremiah 20:14) all asked God to take 
their lives. Jeremiah wished he had never been 
born. If men like this can get down, anyone can. 
All of us need to be better prepared to address 
the threat of suicide. What do we need to do with 
someone who makes suicidal threats or gestures? 
Be aware that people who talk about suicide 
are at great risk of committing suicide. In oth-
er words, those who eventually kill themselves 
have usually talked about it and many have tried 
to do it in the past. Should you ever encounter 
someone who is suicidal, it will be important to 
take him or her seriously and get him or her to a 
medical professional, usually a hospital, as soon 
as possible for a thorough evaluation.
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Use	one	or	more	of	
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Cast your cares on God, trusting Him when you 
are anxious.

• What does it mean to cast our cares on God? 
(We give our cares to God and trust Him in-
stead of worrying about them.)

• How can the promises of God help us endure 
trials and difficulties here? (They give us hope; 
they remind us our trials are temporary; etc.)

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask and discuss the following:

• What trial or difficulty are you tempted to wor-
ry about right now?

• What steps will you take this week if you are 
battling anxiety or depression?

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 2-4 
(“Tips for Fighting Anxiety”) to help your group 
members consider principles from Philippians 4 that 
can help us fight anxiety or help someone else do so. 
Have them read the tips and then discuss them to-
gether. Encourage them to use these principles this 
week to fight their own anxiety or to help someone 
else do so.

Option 3: Ask your group members to consider 
how they are responding to trials and difficulties 
they face. Are they being pushed toward anxiety and 
depression or are they focused on what God is doing 
to help them grow in their faith? Encourage them to 
take their cares to God and to trust what He is doing 
to help them grow.

FTE 2-4

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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No Ordinary Birth
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FAMILY THEME 
Peace on Earth 

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand that Jesus’s 
birth was miraculous and happened 
just as God had promised in His 
Word. They choose to obey God no 
matter the cost, just as Mary did.

STUDY TEXT
Luke 1:26-45; 2:1-7

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 3-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 3-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 3-3
(handout)

q	 FTE 3-4
(handout)

q	 PP-3
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Jesus’ Birth Was Miraculous.
• Mary and Elizabeth Believed God Would Do as He Said.
• God Used World Events to Ensure Jesus Was Born in Bethlehem.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review John 14:27 this week and to work with 
family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics 
note on the FTE 3-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson marks the transition from the Old Testament to the New 
Testament as the long-awaited Messiah was born of a virgin just as 
promised.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking learners to share their 
favorite Christmas traditions. What do they enjoy 
most about the Christmas season? After discussion, 
say, Most of us have developed Christmas traditions 
we enjoy. Most would also say there are certain stress-
es that come with the Christmas season in our culture. 
Today we will take a fresh look at the special birth 
that gives us the true meaning of Christmas.

Option 2: Begin by asking your group members to 
name people whose lives have greatly impacted our 
world down through history, for good or for bad. Ex-
amples might include Genghis Khan, Mother Teresa, 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Adolf Hitler, Napoleon Bona-
parte, Albert Einstein, and Mahatma Gandhi. After 
discussion, say, Many people have greatly impacted 
our world, some for good and some for bad. Today we 
will study the birth of One whose life and death would 
impact every human being ever born. His name is Je-
sus.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 3-1

Study the WordLG

Jesus’ Birth Was Miraculous
(Luke 1:26-38)

The sixth month (verse 26) refers to the sixth month 
of the pregnancy of Mary’s aging relative Elizabeth, 
who was to become the mother of John the Baptist. 
The angel Gabriel’s visit to Nazareth was to meet 
with Mary. Verse 27 informs us that she was a virgin. 
Her fiancé Joseph was from the royal line of David, 
Joseph’s ancestor of nearly a thousand years before.

TEACHING TIP: 
When possible, 
arrange the chairs 
in your room in a 
semi-circle or U 
shape so learners can 
better see and inter-
act with each other.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 3-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with.

In most cases in which angels appear in Scripture, 
their first words involve telling the men and wom-
en who see them not to be afraid. This time, it was 
different. The angel focused instead on the immense 
privilege that God was about to bestow upon her 
(verse 28).

Not knowing the nature of this privilege, Mary 
was disturbed by this odd greeting (verse 29). Imag-
ine her emotions when the angel continued, telling 
her that God had favored her, and that she was going 
to bear a son, to be named Jesus (verses 30-31). Even 
more, He would be called the Son of God, and would 
reign eternally over a never-ending kingdom, on the 
throne of His ancestor David (verses 32-33). Mary’s 
question in verse 34 about how this could happen is a 

FTE 3-2

DIG DEEPER:
Matthew 1:1-17 lists the royal genealogy from 
Abraham (through whom all the nations of the 
world would be blessed) through David and Sol-
omon to Joseph, the legal head of house and heir 
to the throne of David. Note that each generation 
is identified as the “father” of the next until Jo-
seph, who is identified as the husband of Mary. 
However, Jeremiah pronounced a curse from 
God declaring that a descendant of Jehoiachin 
(Coniah) would never sit on the throne of David 
(Jeremiah 22:24-30) even though the Messiah 
and future King was to be a “son of David.” Luke 
3:23-38 traces the genealogy of Jesus, apparently 
on Mary’s side of the family through Nathan, a 
different son of David. Jesus was assumed to be 
the son of Joseph, but a different father is list-
ed for Joseph. But it would have been consistent 
with the culture for Joseph to be viewed as the 
“son” of his father-in-law or for Jesus to be iden-
tified as the “son” of his grandfather. Luke shows 
that Jesus was the son of Adam—the seed of the 
woman promised in Genesis 3:15.

Distribute copies 
of FTE 3-3 (“Fa-
vored One”) to your 
learners to help them 
understand what the 
angel meant when 
he said that Mary 
was favored in God’s 
eyes.)

FTE 3-3
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valid one. She understood how women became preg-
nant, and she knew that there was no way she could 
have become pregnant. So she naturally asked how 
the angel’s words might come to pass. She learned 
that the power of the Holy Spirit would accomplish 
it (verse 35). Only through God’s power was such 
a thing possible. Elizabeth’s pregnancy in old age 
stood as proof that nothing is impossible with God 
(verses 36-37).

DIG DEEPER:
The word translated overshadow in verse 35 is 
the word used in Greek versions of the Old Tes-
tament to describe God’s powerful presence at 
the Tabernacle as the Jews moved through the 
wilderness. It also describes the cloud that over-
shadowed Peter, James, and John at the Trans-
figuration (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:34). 
This kind of overshadowing seems especially 
connected to the life that God wants to bestow 
upon us through Christ.

We marvel at Mary’s submission to God (verse 
38). She was willing to serve the Lord in any way He 
wanted. Surely she was curious, but she did not in-
sist on satisfying all her curiosity before yielding to 
God’s will.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Do whatever God says to do, knowing He can work 
miracles to make it happen.

• When has God asked you to do something that 
did not seem to make sense? How did you re-
spond?
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• What do we learn from verse 38 about Mary? 
(She was willing to do whatever God wanted, 
no matter the cost.)

Mary and Elizabeth Believed 
God Would Do as He Said
(Luke 1:39-45)

After the announcement from the angel, Mary 
quickly went to visit her relative Elizabeth in Judea 
(verses 39-40). We do not know if she traveled by 
herself or with others. It seems unlikely that Joseph 
was along, however.

DIG DEEPER:
The trip from Nazareth to the mountains of Ju-
dea was not a day trip or a scenic vacation. It was 
an arduous journey, especially for a poor maid-
en, newly expecting, and probably without the 
means to pay for a ride on an animal. She likely 
had to walk. Today, we can drive the journey in 
90 minutes or so. But in Mary’s day, to walk from 
Nazareth to Jerusalem (since we cannot say ex-
actly where in Judea’s hill country Zechariah and 
Elizabeth lived) usually took five days or so.

Unlike Mary, Elizabeth was advanced in years, 
beyond childbearing age. Yet, she too was carrying 
a child. Her child was the product of God’s gracious 
intervention and promise, as was Mary’s. Her baby, 
John the Baptist, recognized Jesus and leapt in her 
womb. The Holy Spirit filled Elizabeth (verse 41) and 
seems to have helped her to understand that Mary’s 
child was special above all others. Mary was indeed 
blessed, as was her holy child (verse 42). Elizabeth 
did not yet understand all that was involved, and 
perhaps she did not live to see it all work out, yet 
she understood that Mary’s child was her Lord (verse 
43). She then drew attention to Mary’s faith and to 
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God’s faithfulness to accomplish what He said He 
would do (verses 44-45).

DIG DEEPER:
Abortion debates often involve discussion of 
what the fetus can experience, such as fetal pain. 
It is interesting to observe that Elizabeth’s baby 
in her womb (the future John the Baptist) leaped 
for joy in the presence of his Lord. Her unborn 
child, six months along, was capable of respond-
ing with joy!

Had Zechariah—temporarily mute—somehow been 
able to get Elizabeth to understand that at first he 
had doubted the angel’s message? Did she contrast 
that with the obvious faith and obedience of her 
younger relative Mary?

Regardless, Elizabeth pronounced a blessing 
upon Mary, the one who believed that God would 
keep His word to her. In a similar way, we, too, can 
be assured of God’s blessing when we believe that He 
will do what He has said He will do. The Holy Spir-
it helped Elizabeth to understand these things. May 
He remind us of the blessing of belief as well. God’s 
promises to us are just as sure as were His words to 
Mary and to Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah. 
Blessed are we, too, as we believe in His faithfulness!

APPLY IT  SG LG

Believe what God says.

• Give examples of things God says in His Word 
that many in our culture fail to believe. (God 
created everything; there is only one way to 
salvation; sex is for heterosexual marriage 
only; etc.)
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• What has God said that believers often find 
difficult to obey? (We should put others first; 
we should not take vengeance or repay evil for 
evil; etc.)

God Used World Events to 
Ensure Jesus Was Born in 
Bethlehem.
(Luke 2:1-7)

Luke 2 provides us with a brief account of the birth of 
Jesus. We marvel at how plainly and matter-of-factly 
Luke described it all. The events are marvelous, but 
Luke’s presentation of them is low key, simply stat-
ed, and without embellishment. We observe in his 
words how God keeps His promises.

First, how would Mary and Joseph get down to 
Bethlehem where God had promised the Messiah 
would come (Micah 5:2)? Could He not have ap-
peared to Joseph in yet another dream, as when He 
had told him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife 
(Matthew 1:18-24)? He could have, but this time He 
used a seemingly unrelated edict of the imperial gov-
ernment to get Mary and Joseph down to Bethlehem 
(verses 1-3).

DIG DEEPER:
Some skeptics have a problem with how Luke 
described the timing of this census (sometimes 
translated tax). The existing historical records 
indicate that Quirinius undertook a census in 
AD 6, too late to have been associated with the 
events leading up to Jesus’ birth. Scholars of 
good will have proposed a plausible explanation 
that Quirinius performed a census when he had 
an earlier tour of duty in Syria in 4 BC. Though 
no historical records mention a census during 
this posting, it is possible that one occurred 



34 • FUSION Teaching Guide

The Parent Page 
(PP-3) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

Joseph complied with the imperial decree (verse 
4), taking Mary along with him to Bethlehem, the 
home of his ancestor David. He may have taken 
Mary along out of affection and the desire for them 
to be together at the approaching birth (verse 5). 
It may also have been to shield Mary from unkind 
tongues in Nazareth in his absence. We can imagine 
the small-minded mean spirited conversations: Pow-
er of God, my foot! We know how babies come into 
this world. Go peddle that explanation somewhere 
else. We aren’t buying!

nonetheless, and would have been more familiar 
to Luke’s first readers. At any rate, we are called 
to humility when addressing “problems” that 
arise through the lack of historical evidence. The 
overwhelming tendency in biblical archaeology 
is to see the Bible confirmed as new discoveries 
are made. Plus, the Scripture, inspired by God, 
should be recognized as the most reliable histor-
ical document available to us.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that the overwhelming volume of 
prophecies fulfilled in relation to the birth of 
Christ gives strong confidence that the Bible is 
the inspired Word of God. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to discuss this truth with family 
members at home.

While in Bethlehem the time came, and Mary de-
livered her firstborn (verses 6-7). She wrapped Him 
in strips of cloth as was the custom for newborns. 
The inn seems to indicate a known place where trav-
elers would have stayed or was perhaps the “upper 
room” where the family typically dwelled. It had 
no vacancy, so Mary and Joseph (and who knows, 
perhaps other travelers in a sort of first century 

PP-3

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put to work the 
principles learned in 
this lesson.

“standby”) stayed out in the shelter or lower level set 
aside for tending animals.

Little did Caesar understand that his seemingly 
mundane order for an empire-wide census would 
place his empire on a collision course with the baby 
who would become King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
How could Caesar have known that these obscure 
peasants, forced by his order to undertake a most in-
convenient journey, would see the birth of the One 
who would live on long after Caesar’s marvelous Ro-
man architecture had become a dust-covered ruin? 
God had promised (Micah 5:2) and it was so! As the 
angel had said, nothing is impossible for God.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Trust in the reliability of God’s promises.

• How does fulfilled prophecy give us confidence 
in the reliability of God’s Word? (Fulfilled 
prophecy indicates we can rely on what the Bi-
ble says.)

• Which of God’s promises are you most looking 
forward to seeing fulfilled?

Live It SG LG

Option 1: The circumstances around Christ’s birth 
were certainly not what Mary expected or had in 
mind for her first pregnancy. And yet she submitted 
to whatever God wanted her to do. Challenge your 
learners to follow her example. Encourage them to 
surrender themselves completely to God’s will and 
to be willing to do whatever He says to do, wheth-
er in His Word or by the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week. 
Parents can discuss 
the devotions with 
their kids and go to 
d6home.com for free 
resources to help 
them disciple their 
children at home.

Encourage them to take steps this week to do some-
thing God has asked them to do.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 3-4 
(“You Can Count on It”) to help your group mem-
bers strengthen their confidence in the reliability of 
God’s Word. Let them look up and read the prophe-
cies and their fulfillments about the birth of Christ 
and discuss them together. Encourage your learners 
to review these in the upcoming week and to thank 
God for the reliability of His Word.

Option 3: Ask your group members to consider the 
following:

• To what calling or command of God do I need 
to respond in obedience, depending on the Holy 
Spirit for help?

• What steps will I take this week to do what God 
is asking me to do?

FTE 3-4
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All on the Same Page
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FAMILY THEME
Unity and Wisdom in Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand God wants His 
people to be united around knowing 
Christ and helping others know and 
follow Him. Work to cultivate and 
maintain unity with other believers.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 1:10-31

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 4-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 4-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 4-3
(handout)

q	 PP-4
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Calls His Followers to Unity.
• Our Allegiance Belongs to Christ Above All Earthly Leaders.
•  God’s Plan of Salvation Seems Foolish to the Lost World but Brings 

Salvation to Those Who Believe.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize Colossians 3:17 this week and to 
work with family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bi-
ble Basics note on the FTE 4-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around AD 55 during the reign of Nero in Rome. Paul 
wrote to the believers in Corinth about some problems in the church 
that had been reported to him. He wrote during his three-year ministry 
in Ephesus.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
name important tasks all churches should be en-
gaged in. After a list is compiled, ask how focusing 
on these important tasks might help the church 
maintain unity. After discussion, say: Today we will 
see what Paul wrote about unity and division to a 
church that was struggling with those issues.

Option 2: Begin by breaking into smaller groups 
of three or four learners. Give each group a sheet of 
paper and something to write with. Allow them one 
minute to list as many differences as they can among 
the people in their groups (gender, age, race, weight, 
etc.). When time is up, allow each group to share 
their list with the other groups. After discussion, 
say: Even though we and our fellow church members 
have differences, we can still have unity in the church. 
Today we will see what Paul wrote about this to the 
church in Corinth.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 4-1

Study the WordLG

The apostle Paul founded the church at Corinth 
around AD 51 during his second missionary jour-
ney. First Corinthians was likely written by Paul four 
to five years after the founding when he received a 
report about the Corinthians’ quarreling with one 
another. The epistle was also written in response to 
questions sent to him regarding issues like marriage, 
spiritual gifts, and the resurrection of Christ. The 
letter began in typical fashion with Paul identifying 
himself, his co-sender, and the recipients of the let-
ter.

TEACHING TIP: 
Involve as many of 
the learner’s senses 
as possible in the 
learning process. 
This helps them 
retain what they are 
learning.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 4-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

God Calls His 
Followers to Unity
(1 Corinthians 1:10-11)

Paul called the Corinthian believers to unity in what 
they believed and what they focused on. He had al-
ready set the stage and the basis for this by remind-
ing them that the church is made up of different 
kinds of people in different places, but that we are 
all called to be saints together, regardless of location, 
background, or ethnicity (verse 2). He reminded 
them that our unity is based upon the fellowship we 
have with Christ (verse 9). The word fellowship actu-
ally denotes the ideas of partnership, participation, 
or social intercourse. Hence, it is our common com-
mitment to and relationship with Christ that unites 
us (verses 2, 9-10). After Paul’s encouragement to 

FTE 4-2

DIG DEEPER:
Corinth was important in the missionary activi-
ty of the apostle Paul: he visited Corinth at least 
three times, founded Christian assemblies there, 
and wrote at least four letters to Christians in 
Corinth. Corinth was a metropolitan city on the 
Mediterranean Sea with a population consisting 
of between 150,000 and 300,000 Roman citizens, 
and approximately 460,000 slaves. It was a city 
rich in culture and its citizens were known for 
worshiping many gods. Corinth had a reputation 
for vulgar materialism and immorality, boasting 
of being the home of Aphrodite, a Greek false 
goddess of love and prostitution. In the first cen-
tury, when Paul wrote his letter, Corinth was 
known for its banking industry and incredible 
wealth. The church was established there some-
time after Paul’s visit to Athens, recorded in Acts 
18. Some years later, the city of Corinth was de-
stroyed because of its revolt against Rome and all 
the citizens were either killed or sold into slavery.



40 • FUSION Teaching Guide

unity, he revealed what apparently was a “real life” 
situation that had prompted the need for this en-
couragement and instruction.

The apostle had received word that there were 
those in the church who were being contentious or 
quarrelsome. At its root, the word means debate, 
strife, or wrangling, and portrays the seriousness of 
the issues at hand. Scholars are unsure of the iden-
tity of Chloe, but it is likely the name of a promi-
nent and possibly wealthy individual in the church at 
Corinth. There were two apparent issues causing the 
division—one relating to philosophy and the other 
regarding loyalty. Corinth was full of philosophical 
thinkers, each wanting to share his or her own “wis-
dom.” While on the surface, such traits may seem 
appealing; they could also lead to much debate and 
strife. The result Paul desired, however, was harmo-
ny and not the elimination of diversity.

The appeal of Paul for unity was based on being 
one in Christ. The fact that the apostle mentioned 
Christ ten times in the first ten verses leaves no 
doubt that he saw the Lord as both the source for 
and reason for Christian unity. The name and cause 
of Christ should unite a church more than various 
philosophies and points of view should ever divide 
a church.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that our struggle to maintain unity 
as believers illustrates that we are engaged in a 
spiritual warfare. Satan constantly tries to cause 
disunity in the church. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to impress this truth upon their 
children and grandchildren.



Lesson 4: All on the Same Page • 41 

Work at maintaining unity with other believers.

• Why is it difficult to maintain unity but seem-
ingly easy to become divided? (Unity takes hu-
mility, self-sacrifice, and give and take; divi-
sion comes naturally to our sinful nature.)

• What attitudes and actions lead to unity? To 
division?

Our Allegiance Belongs 
to Christ Above All 
Earthly Leaders
(1 Corinthians 1:12-17)

Verse 12 opens with words that have been variously 
translated “now this I say” or “what I mean is....” A 
clearer rendering may sound like, “What I mean by 
contentions or quarrels is....” The words Paul spoke 
stand as a commentary on what the contentions 
were. People had begun to create allegiances toward 
various leaders or teachers who had influenced them. 
Paul urged his readers to instead give their allegiance 
to the one who was actually responsible for their sal-
vation and whose name they carried—Christ.

The issue at hand again reflected the Corinthian 
culture. There were numerous religious objects lo-
cated throughout Corinth inscribed with, “I belong 
to Aphrodite” or “I belong to Demeter.” This mindset 
carried over into the church and expressed itself in 
misguided loyalty to various Christian leaders, in-
cluding Paul, Apollos, and Peter (verse 12). Because 
Paul founded the church and many of the Corinthi-
an believers were converted under his ministry, there 
was an allegiance to him. Apollos followed Paul and 
had an effective ministry resulting in loyalty to him. 
The commitment and loyalty due only to Christ was 
being given to some of these leaders.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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To combat this way of thinking, Paul asked some 
pressing rhetorical questions in verse 13, each of 
which could be answered with a definitive “no.” Bap-
tism was an important matter in the New Testament 
church considering that many of those being bap-
tized would have been cut off from their old life and 
often rejected by their families. It stood to reason 
then that the individual who performed the baptism 
held a special place in their hearts. Scholars believe 
that as Jesus often had His disciples perform the act 
of baptism, that Paul likely did the same, leading 
him to say what he did in verses 14-16.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Love and respect godly Christian leaders, but wor-
ship and obey Christ alone as Lord and Savior.

• How does a focus on Christ lead to unity in the 
church? (It puts us all on the same page, going 
in the same direction, working for the same 
goals.)

• Why must our allegiance to Christ take prece-
dence over our allegiance to Christian leaders? 
(Christ is the final authority and unites us; al-
legiance to Christian leaders divides us.)

God’s Plan of Salvation Seems 
Foolish to the Lost World 
but Brings Salvation to 
Those Who Believe
(1 Corinthians 1:18-31)

Paul quickly took the focus away from personal-
ities and styles of leaders, including himself, and 
directed his readers’ attention to what our mission 
should be—spreading the gospel. He would do this, 
however, not by using persuasive eloquence, as often 
happened in Corinth, but instead in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.
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No doubt the allegiance some of these leaders 
were receiving centered around their wisdom and 
eloquence of speech. The message of the cross could 
stand on its own, however, and it was this message, 
not Paul’s gift of speaking, that had the power to 
transform the lives of mankind. Paul reminded us 
that God intentionally designed the message of the 
gospel and the plan of salvation around very simple 
ideals. As a result, it would not require eloquence 
to convey the message of the gospel nor special in-
telligence to understand it. God’s plan of salvation, 
the work of Christ and the preaching of the gospel, 
would leave those who depend on earthly wisdom 
baffled. But those same components would serve as 
the rallying cry and the unifying element for believ-
ers. Paul had encouraged his readers to unite around 
this common mission in verse 10. We don’t have the 
time or energy to quarrel over lesser issues, he would 
say. The world needs to hear the good news of salva-
tion through Jesus Christ.

This message produced one of two responses. 
First, there were those, especially in Corinth, who 
would see it as folly or foolishness. Because the Ro-
mans used the cross as a form of execution for the 
worst of criminals, the “intellectuals” of the day 
could never accept a Savior or leader who died on a 
cross. In fact, the Greeks believed that the gods op-
erated in a sphere beyond the people and thus could 
never permit themselves to be treated in a manner 
such as Jesus suffered.

On the other hand, for those who had experienced 
salvation, the cross was the powerful means by which 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that focusing on our mission of mak-
ing disciples and transferring the faith helps us 
maintain unity in the church. Encourage parents 
and grandparents to impress this truth upon 
their children and grandchildren.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-4) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

it was accomplished. This was difficult for the “wise” 
of Paul’s day to accept. After all, the message of the 
cross eliminates humanity’s efforts to accomplish 
salvation on our own. In verse 19, by quoting Isa-
iah 29:14, Paul reminded the reader that God would 
overthrow and bring to nothing the reputed wisdom 
of the day. This Old Testament passage was referring 
to a time in which, because of human wisdom, Israel 
formed an alliance with Egypt as a defense against 
Assyria. Instead of this “wisdom” bringing deliver-
ance to them, it was God alone who could save them.

Likewise, the brilliance of the plan of God cannot 
be understood or appreciated by human wisdom. The 
rhetorical questions of verse 20 illustrate this truth. 
The “wise” referred to Greek philosophers, typically 
known for their analytical skills. A “scribe” was an 
expert in the law and a “debater” was a skilled public 
speaker. While these individuals epitomized world-
ly education, through God’s plan of the cross, even 
their wisdom was deemed foolishness.

Since this supposed wisdom could not produce 
a relationship with God, the Lord used His own 
means, the sharing of the gospel, to save those that 
put their trust in Him (verse 21). While the Jews were 
seeking signs or miraculous deeds and the Greeks 
were seeking wisdom or love of ideas, it was the mes-
sage of Christ’s crucifixion that Paul was declaring 
(verses 22-23). This message, however, would likely 
be offensive to the Jews, especially considering the 
fact that the Old Testament spoke of a person hanged 
on a tree (cross) as being accursed (Deuteronomy 
21:23). Regardless, the death and resurrection of Je-
sus revealed God’s power to save people from sin and 
death, and demonstrated the supremacy of God’s 
wisdom as compared to man’s (verses 24-25).

PP-4
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Unite around the mission of getting the gospel to 
all people.

• Why do you think Jesus’ death on the cross 
makes no sense to many in the lost world?

• Knowing we don’t have to be eloquent and 
persuasive takes the pressure off of sharing the 
gospel. What simple truths need to be includ-
ed when sharing the gospel? (God loves us and 
wants us to know Him. We have sinned and 
those sins separate us from God. God sent His 
Son Jesus to pay the penalty for our sins. We 
must personally trust in what Christ did for us 
and call on Him to save us.)

Live It SG LG

APPLY IT  SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 4-3 
(“Unity on Display”) to help your group members 
think about how they can display attitudes and qual-
ities that promote unity at home and at church. They 
could work on the handout in smaller groups or on 
their own. After they complete it, discuss it together. 
Encourage them to demonstrate one or two of the 
attitudes and qualities with their family at home and 
with their church family.

Option 2: Ask and discuss the following:

• What kinds of issues sometimes cause division 
in churches? (Disagreements about the direc-
tion of the church; about music styles; about 
what ministries get the most resources; about 
how the money is spent; etc.)

FTE 4-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

• Why is it important for churches and other be-
lievers to have unity? (God calls us to unity; 
division can hurt the church’s witness in the 
community; it can keep people from choosing 
to follow Christ.)

• How can churches work through areas of dis-
agreement in order to maintain unity? (Sit 
down with mature leaders who can help me-
diate disagreements; surrender our own rights 
and desires for the greater good of the church.)

• If you have a conflict with another believer, how 
could you work through the issue so you can 
have unity in Christ?

Option 3: Ask your group members to take a few 
moments to think about the simple truths of the gos-
pel message and how they could share those truths 
with someone who does not know Christ. Encourage 
them to practice what they would say and to watch 
for opportunities to share.
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You Were Washed
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FAMILY THEME
Purity in Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners repent of personal sin and 
support the church’s efforts to en-
courage repentance in others who 
profess Christ.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:9-11

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 5-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 5-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 5-3
(handout)

q	 PP-5
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•  The Church Should Grieve and Lovingly Confront a Believer Who 

Continues in Unrepentant Sin.
• Christ Can Cleanse and Deliver Us From Sinful Practices.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of books nine 
through twelve of the New Testament (Galatians, Ephesians; Philip-
pians, and Colossians) this week and to work with family members to 
do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 5-2 
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
Like the previous lesson, this one is set around AD 55 during the reign 
of Nero in Rome. Paul continued to deal with problems in the church 
at Corinth. This section addressed how the church should respond to 
those openly practicing sin.
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Use one of the Get 
Started options to 
capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by writing the word Pure on the 
marker board. Then ask your learners to name things 
we want to be pure, and why. Examples might include 
drinking water, gold jewelry, medicine, gasoline, etc. 
After discussion, say: There are many items we want 
to be pure for safety reasons, value, effectiveness, and 
so on. Today we see that God wants His people to be 
pure and free from sins that hinder our relationship 
with Him.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to name 
some things people did to try to keep from contract-
ing the coronavirus when the pandemic first hit. 
What are some health practices people have contin-
ued to this day? After discussion, say: Avoiding the 
coronavirus became a high priority for most people 
when the pandemic hit. Today we will see how import-
ant it is for God’s church and God’s people to avoid 
letting sin take hold and defile us.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 5-1

Study the WordLG

In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul addressed an instance of 
ongoing sexual immorality within the church. The 
apostle’s goal was twofold. First, he intended to 
correct the behavior of the sexually immoral man. 
Second, and just as important, the church’s boast-
ful tolerance of this man’s sin had to be dealt with. 
The pride of the Corinthian church had not only 
produced disunity, but also apathy and an unwill-
ingness to deal with unrepentant sin in the church.

TEACHING TIP:
Start your study and 
lesson preparation 
early in the week. 
This will give you a 
few days to think 
about and respond 
to what you have dis-
covered from God’s 
Word, and consider 
how you can help 
your learners discov-
er and respond to the 
truths of the lesson.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 5-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

The Church Should Grieve 
and Lovingly Confront a 
Believer Who Continues 
in Unrepentant Sin
(1 Corinthians 5:1-13)

History reports that one of the most prominent lo-
cations in Corinth in the first century was a tem-
ple dedicated to Aphrodite, the goddess of love and 
sexuality. Unfortunately, the sexual promiscuity 
that permeated this place had so shaped the hearts 
and minds of the residents that the pull toward im-
morality continued even after a person became a 
Christian. While the Greek term for “sexual immo-
rality” in verse 1 could refer to several illicit sexual 
behaviors, in this case it was a very specific trans-
gression. Word had gotten to Paul that a member of 
the church at Corinth was carrying on an incestu-
ous relationship with his stepmother (verse 1). This 
was an act not only prohibited by Roman law, but 
also forbidden in the Old Testament. (Leviticus 18:8; 
Deuteronomy 27:20).

While the issue was extremely troubling to the 
apostle, it did not seem to disturb the Corinthian be-
lievers at all. Scholars often attribute this nonchalant 
attitude to a distorted understanding of grace. The 
arrogance mentioned in verse 2 was linked to the 
wisdom and knowledge of which the Corinthians 
often boasted. Godly wisdom and its corresponding 
response, however, would have been grief, discipline, 
and even excommunication.

In opposition to the Corinthians’ indifference to 
the matter, Paul was compelled to act. As the found-
ing apostle and pastor, he passed judgment on the 
matter, as if he were present with them (verse 3). 
His instructions to the Corinthian believers were 
very specific (verses 4-5). Doing this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus expressed the authoritative nature of 
Paul’s instructions as he ordered the congregation to 
expel the man from among them and deliver him to 

FTE 5-2
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Satan. This expression was code for exclusion from 
the congregation, which would put him into the 
sphere of the world where Satan and his demons hold 
influence and sway. The intent of this action was for 
the man to realize the error of his ways and choose 
to turn and repent.

There were no mixed signals from Paul as he 
addressed this situation. He could not believe the 
church had not dealt with this sinful practice of in-
cest taking place among them. Even more, he was 
appalled that instead of being saddened by this sce-
nario, they were boasting about it or more likely jok-
ing or jesting about what was taking place.

In verse 6, Paul alluded to the boasting of the Co-
rinthian church members. Apparently, the body of 
believers would boast of its achievements while ig-
noring the obvious failures within. Paul urged disci-
pline in this situation for the good of the one who was 
sinning, but also for the good of the church as a body. 
Drawing from the Old Testament festival of Passover 
and the practice of removing all leaven from one’s 
house, Paul urged the removal of sin based upon the 
nature of leaven or yeast. The Hebrews metaphori-
cally understood that leaven represented whatever 
had the power of corrupting. Therefore, there was 
a danger in allowing this individual and his sinful 
practice to remain in the congregation. Just as leav-
en would grow and move pervasively through the 
dough until it had overtaken it, so would this one sin 
affect the entire church.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that allowing a church member to con-
tinue in sin hinders his growth and can hinder a 
church’s efforts to carry out its mission. God es-
tablished the church to make disciples and trans-
fer the faith. Encourage parents and grandpar-
ents to discuss this key truth at home.
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The verb for “cleanse out” or “purge out” in verse 
7 reflects the extreme care of the Jews in searching 
every corner of the house to remove every particle 
of leaven possible. Again, drawing from the Old Tes-
tament and the sacrifice of lambs for the atonement 
of sin, Paul reminded the Corinthians that Christ 
died for the same purpose—final payment of sin. In 
response, believers were to celebrate the festival by 
ridding themselves of the yeast of malice and wick-
edness in order to become what they really were in 
Christ (verse 8). This celebration was to be done with 
sincerity and truth, which are opposed to malice 
and wickedness. “Sincerity” spoke of food prepared 
without any leaven, used throughout the New Testa-
ment (and here) to symbolize evil. It could also re-
fer to anything found to be pure and unadulterated 
when examined in the light. Malice spoke of the evil 
in the mind while wickedness portrayed evil com-
mitted in word and deed.

DIG DEEPER:
In 1 Corinthians 5:7-8, Paul referred to the Pass-
over and encouraged the Corinthians to keep the 
festival. While the Corinthians understood what 
Paul was referring to, it was more important for 
them to recognize Christ as the fulfillment of 
the Jewish Passover. In the Old Testament sacri-
ficial system, after the lamb was killed, they kept 
the feast of unleavened bread. We must do the 
same, not only seven days, but all our days. The 
life of the Christian must be one of “unleavened 
bread”—a life of sincerity and truth, free from 
sins and vices.

After dealing with the specific instance of this 
immoral situation, Paul reminded the believers at 
Corinth of how to deal with believers in the church 
who were sinning and were unwilling to repent. His 
command, under apostolic authority granted by 
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Jesus Christ, is that the church is to disassociate with 
any professing believer who continues in unrepen-
tant sin (verse 9). From this verse, we learn for the 
first time that Paul had written a previous letter to 
the Corinthians and had apparently been misunder-
stood. In verse 10, he clarified his position, inform-
ing the reader that this was not a separation from 
those in secular society. In fact, this would be im-
possible unless a believer totally withdrew from the 
world in which he or she lived, an act that would be 
antithetical to the teachings of Jesus. (See Matthew 
5:13-16 for Jesus’ ideas for impacting the world.)

DIG DEEPER:
What we recognize as 1 Corinthians is likely 
the second letter Paul wrote to the church, as 
1 Corinthians 5:9 intimates. In reality, Paul wrote 
at least four letters to the church of Corinth: the 
Lost Letter (1 Corinthians 5:9), 1 Corinthians, 
the Severe Letter (2 Corinthians 2:4), and 2 Cor-
inthians. God, in His sovereignty, chose to pre-
serve only the two epistles we have as inspired 
Scripture. In the “lost letter,” commentators be-
lieve Paul may have instructed the Corinthians 
to collect a contribution for the poor believers 
in Jerusalem, leading them to ask the apostle for 
clarification. Paul’s response to their questions is 
recorded in 1 Corinthians 16:2. It is also possible 
that this first letter recorded Paul’s intention of 
visiting them on his way to Macedonia. While 
there are many questions surrounding the letter, 
what is clear is that the Holy Spirit did not pre-
serve this writing for the church today, as He did 
1 and 2 Corinthians.

The issue for Paul was those who claimed to be-
lieve but continued in sin (verse 11). We are not to 
associate with them as Christian brothers, and not 
to imply or lead them or others to believe they are in 
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good fellowship with the church. Paul had already 
provided the basis for this action by discussing the 
corrupting properties of leaven. While scholars are 
unsure of what Paul’s prohibition specifically re-
ferred to, it most likely referred to exclusion from the 
Lord’s Supper. It is likely that it also referred to other 
social contact being excluded as well.

Verse 11 lists several vices that would warrant 
such exclusion. Because the pagan society in which 
these new believers lived wielded such influence over 
them, these vices or temptations were genuine strug-
gles. Included in this list were the sexually immoral 
and the drunkards. Ancient dinners in first century 
Corinth were notorious for drinking and immorali-
ty, sins that would often contribute to the others list-
ed here.

Lest the Corinthians misunderstand him again, 
the apostle once more clarified the issue and reas-
serted his stance on those outside the church (verse 
12). It is not the believers’ responsibility to judge un-
believers; that is the Lord’s prerogative. For those in-
side the church, however, the Corinthians had a duty 
and responsibility to discipline the one practicing 
evil (verse 13).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Limit association with professing believers who 
continue in sin.

• Why is it necessary to deal with ongoing, un-
repentant sin? (It might cause the sinner to 
repent and make things right with God; that 
person’s sin can affect the entire church.)

• How can one person’s sin affect an entire 
church? (It can hinder the testimony of the 
church; it can divide a congregation; it could 
hinder God’s blessing.)

• What are some practical ways to influence un-
repentant believers while also limiting fellow-
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The Parent Page 
(PP-5) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

ship with them? (Limit association with them 
by having less contact and no socializing; by 
phone, card, or brief meeting, lovingly encour-
age them to make things right with God.)

Christ Can Cleanse and Deliver 
Us From Sinful Practices
(1 Corinthians 6:9-11) 

Having instructed the church to limit association 
with rebellious believers; Paul provided encour-
agement to the church. It appears that some of the 
Corinthian believers had forgotten that to continue 
in sin is to behave like the unrighteous. And, they 
had neglected the fact that the wicked or unrigh-
teous will not inherit the kingdom of God (verse 9). 
Having reminded them of this fact, the apostle now 
urged the believers not to deceive themselves into 
thinking that the behaviors listed in verses 9 and 10 
are acceptable for a Christ-follower. He reminded 
them that this type of behavior (lifestyle) is not con-
sistent with the work of God in one’s life.

While the list of behaviors was not exhaustive, it 
was fairly comprehensive. For instance, idolatry and 
sensuality (sexual immorality) often went together 
and were practiced at many of the temples set up 
throughout the city. This included adultery, fornica-
tion, and homosexuality. Thieves, drunkards, swin-
dlers, etc., were committing sins against others and 
were character traits associated with unbelievers.

Having listed common sins of the day, Paul re-
minded them that they, too, used to be characterized 
by this type of behavior, but that Christ had cleansed 
them. He had provided not only eternal life, but also 
a new way of living (verse 11). The tenses of the verbs 
indicate completed work. Having been reminded 
of the work that Christ did for them, the Corinthi-
ans were to now use their bodies for Christ and His 
righteousness, instead of for sinful pleasure.

PP-5
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Because you have been forgiven and set free from 
your former sins, leave sinful habits behind.

• What do these verses teach us about people who 
continue to practice sin? (They will not see the 
kingdom of Heaven.)

• What do these verses teach us about God’s abil-
ity to change the lives of those who surrender to 
Him? (God can help people overcome any sin 
and live a new kind of life.)

• Share an example of how God has set you free 
from sin.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 5-3 
(“Pure in His Eyes”) to help group members think 
about what they can do to deal with some sin that 
hinders their purity in God’s eyes or how they will 
lovingly confront another professing believer who is 
caught up in ongoing sin. Discuss what might be in-
cluded in a plan to set aside sin, or what we might say 
to someone we must limit association with because 
of his or her ongoing sin.

Option 2: Ask and discuss the following:

• Why is it necessary to limit association with a 
believer who is continuing in sin?

• What is the ultimate goal of this action?
• Present this question for personal reflection. Is 

there a professing believer with whom you need 
to put this command into practice? If so, what 
steps will you take to do so?

FTE 5-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Discuss what we learn from 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:9-11—those who are not saved and continue 
to live sinful lifestyles will not see the kingdom of 
God; God had cleansed and delivered some of the 
Corinthians from sinful lifestyles; God can cleanse 
and deliver people today. Encourage all your learners 
to confess and turn from all sin and follow Christ.
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FAMILY THEME
Contentment in Christ

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will choose to be content 
in all circumstances, seeing them 
as opportunities to worship and 
serve God.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 7:1-40

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 6-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 6-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 6-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 6-4
(handout)

q	 PP-6
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS:
• Christians Can Be Content Whatever Their Marital Status.
•  Christians Can Be Content Whatever Their Calling, Profession, or 

Circumstances.
•  Walking With Christ Brings Contentment No Matter Our Circum-

stances.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review Colossians 3:17 this week and to work 
with family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible 
Basics note on the FTE 6-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
In this part of his letter to the Corinthians around AD 55, Paul an-
swered questions they had about marriage and instructed them con-
cerning being content in Christ no matter their circumstances.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by writing the word Content on the 
marker board. Then ask your group members what 
comes to mind when they think about being content. 
What makes them feel most content? When are they 
least content? After discussion, say: Something about 
our nature makes it hard for us to be content. Today, 
however, we will see how God wants us to learn to be 
content in all kinds of circumstances because of our 
relationship with Christ.

Option 2: Begin this week’s session by asking your 
group members to help you formulate a definition 
for contentment. After a group definition is com-
plete, ask the following questions:

• Based on this definition, who is the most con-
tent person you know? What makes him or her 
this way?

• Does contentment depend solely on our circum-
stances? Explain your answer.

After discussion, say: Something about our nature 
makes it hard for us to be content. Today, however, we 
will see how God wants us to learn to be content in 
all kinds of circumstances because of our relationship 
with Christ.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 6-1

Study the WordLG

In 1 Corinthians 5 and 6, Paul addressed specific is-
sues he had heard about regarding the Corinthians. 
In chapter 7, however, he began answering questions 
asked of him by the Corinthians themselves.. In 
chapter 7, it appears the specific question had some-

TEACHING TIP:
Create a positive 
learning environment 
by being warm, car-
ing, and friendly with 
your learners.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 6-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

thing to do with whether or not to marry. Even a dis-
cussion of marriage, however, begins with content-
ment, an issue that affects much of life in general.

Christians Can Be Content 
Whatever Their Marital Status
(1 Corinthians 7:1-16)

The phrase beginning with “it is good” (verse 1) like-
ly reflected a Corinthian slogan that Paul wanted to 
modify considering the questions posed regarding 
sexuality and marriage. The expression is translated 
in several ways, including, it is good for a man not 
to marry and it is good for a man not to have sexual 
relations with (touch) a woman. Commentators also 
have varying opinions as to Paul’s meaning consid-
ering that the Greek word for “wife” and “woman” 
are the same and are generally determined by con-
text. Many scholars agree, however, that Paul was 
prohibiting men from having sexual relations with 
anyone other than their wives.

All of this was in response to questions posed to 
Paul by the Corinthians. It is plausible that some be-
lievers in Corinth were holding to an extreme form 
of celibacy. Others may have adopted the idea that 
all sexual relations, inside or outside of marriage, 
were sinful. That being said, the verses that follow 
teach important truths about the divine origin of 
marriage, and proper and improper sexual relations.

Knowing the problem of sexual temptation these 
believers were struggling with, Paul instructed each 
man to have his own wife and each woman to have 
her own husband (verse 2). The verb for “have” as 
used here was also a synonym for sexual relations. 
Further, the husband was to seek to meet the sexual 
needs of his wife and likewise the wife to her hus-
band (verse 3). The reason these conjugal relations 
should not be withheld is because neither the wife 
nor the husband have authority over their own bod-
ies (verse 4). This is true because in marriage, men 
and women pledged their bodies to each other. A 

FTE 6-2
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denial of sexual relations would not fit within that 
pledge, so Paul commanded the married individuals 
not to deprive each other of these sexual relations, 
especially considering that this “denial” could lead 
them into temptation. Meeting each other’s sexual 
needs helps spouses find contentment in this partic-
ular area.

If times came in which temporary celibacy seemed 
best, it was to be agreed upon by both spouses, for a 
specific purpose, and for a limited time. After that 
time had passed, they were to return to their normal 
conjugal relations so as not to be tempted to try to 
satisfy their sexual desires in some other way (verse 
5). This refraining from sexual activity was intended 
for the couple to devote themselves to special prayer. 
Even this, however, was considered by Paul to be a 
concession rather than a command (verse 6).

After his instructions regarding sexual relations 
in marriage, Paul acknowledged the various mar-
ital situations a person could find him or herself 
in: married, single, widowed, divorced, unequally 
yoked, virgins, and even parents. While the apostle 
emphasized and recommended his own status—sin-
gle—he encouraged each one to learn to be content 
in the situation they were in (verses 7-8). However, if 
a person cannot exercise self-control and overcome 
the sexual temptations thrown his or her way, then 
marriage would be the proper course. The expres-
sion for “burn with passion” in verse 9 means to “be 
enflamed” and was used as a figure of speech for a 
strong sexual desire.

Further, if a person was married, he or she should 
not seek to be unmarried, but seek to be content, 
and help his or her spouse find contentment in the 
relationship (verses 10-11). This command finds its 
basis in the commands of the Lord Jesus, who told 
his followers not to divorce. (See Matthew 5:32 and 
Matthew 19:3-9 for examples of Jesus’ prohibition of 
divorce.)

Paul then chose to address those husbands and 
wives living with an unbelieving spouse (verses 
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12-16). It seems that many of these were already mar-
ried when they came to Christ. Paul said they should 
stay in the relationship, if possible, so that their in-
fluence and relationship with God could bring God’s 
grace upon the whole family, including the children. 
In fact, the unbelieving spouse may come to faith in 
Christ because of the Christian mate’s demonstra-
tion of love, grace, and mercy.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Choose to cultivate contentment whatever your 
marital situation.

• What principles are spouses given in verses 1-5 
concerning sexual relations in marriage?

• What does contentment look like in your partic-
ular situation?

Christians Can Be Content 
Whatever Their Calling, 
Profession, or Circumstances
(1 Corinthians 7:17-24)

Not only did the members of the church find them-
selves in various marital situations, but also in dif-
ferent jobs, professions, and even in various levels 
of society. Paul used the word calling or condition 
(verses 20-21) to refer to people’s occupations, pro-
fessions, or life circumstances. They were to view 
their circumstances as God’s calling for that time in 
their lives, and seek to be content and serve the Lord 
there until He led them into different circumstances. 
With this perspective, every person’s profession or 
circumstance is essentially a ministry that God has 
called him or her to.

In verse 17, Paul alluded to the circumstances peo-
ple were in when God called them to salvation. As a 
general rule, they were to retain that place that the 
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Lord assigned to them and “walk” in it. The point, as 
illustrated in verses 18 and 19, is that a converted Jew 
is still a Jew and a converted Gentile is still a Gentile. 
Each of them will have relationships, opportunities, 
and responsibilities that the other would not have. 
The basis for living this way (verse 19) is an attempt 
at keeping the commands of God, no matter the dif-
ferences.

DIG DEEPER:
The word translated calling, condition, or situa-
tion in verse 20 is a Greek word from which we 
get our English idea of station or role. Paul was 
acknowledging that within the church people 
will have various callings, stations, or roles and 
we are to be careful not to desire to trade plac-
es with another person whose life situation may 
seem better than ours. His point is fairly simple: 
whether you are circumcised or uncircumcised, 
slave or free, be content in that condition and use 
it as a means of serving God.

In verses 21-24, Paul applied the same principle 
to the circumstances of the slaves and freedmen. 
The apostle recognized that virtually no one would 
choose the life of the slave. If he were to find himself 
in this situation, however, he was to seek to use it 
to serve and honor God. In order to illustrate this 
truth, verse 22 explained that when a slave comes 
to Christ, he becomes the Lord’s freeman, used for 
His purposes. Conversely, when the freeman comes 
to Christ, he becomes the Lord’s servant, also used 
for His purposes. The principle of verses 17 and 20 
is restated in verse 24. The only addition is with God, 
literally at God’s side or in His presence. Regardless 
of ethnicity, nationality, occupation, or social status, 
the believer is to live his or her life in relationship 
with God and in a way that brings honor to God.
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Display the FTE 6-3 
(“The Key to Content-
ment”) poster.

Use your particular circumstances as an opportu-
nity to serve and honor God.

• Why can difficult circumstances be viewed as 
God’s calling on our lives for that particular 
time? (God sometimes leads us into or allows 
us to go through difficult times to grow and 
develop us.)

• How might we use even difficult circumstances 
as opportunities to serve and honor God ? (Seek 
ways to serve and witness for the Lord in those 
circumstances; demonstrate trust in God even 
during difficult times; etc.)

Walking With Christ Brings 
Contentment No Matter Our 
Circumstances
(1 Corinthians 7:25-40)

The “now concerning” of verse 25 indicates that 
the apostle was again answering a specific question 
raised by the Corinthians. In the first century, the 
betrothed or virgins were understood to be people 
who had never married or had sexual relations. The 
issue raised by some young men who were betrothed 
was whether or not to marry at that time, given the 
distressing circumstances in Corinth. In this case, 
Paul had no direct teaching from Jesus related to this 
issue, but would assert his own apostolic judgment 
concerning the matter.

The present distress or crisis spoken of in verse 
26 led the believers to ask these questions. Archae-
ological evidence suggests that there had been food 
shortages during this time period in Corinth, some 
even recording earthquakes and famines. Because of 
these situations, there was panic buying, social un-
rest, and riots. Because of these crises, Paul said it 

APPLY IT  SG LG

FTE 6-3
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would be good for singles to remain so and for those 
who were betrothed not to proceed to marriage. Fur-
ther, those who were married should not panic and 
look to escape the marriage (verse 27). These issues 
were not inherently sinful. Paul’s desire was to spare 
them as much heartache and trouble as possible 
(verse 28).

The time being short expression of verse 29 spoke 
to the opportunity the believers had left in service 
to the Lord. Because time was short, nothing should 
interfere with serving God, including marriage, 
mourning, rejoicing, and buying and selling (vers-
es 29-31). None of these activities are worth being 
distracted from full devotion to serving and pleas-
ing God (verse 32). These potential distractions and 
their potential dangers are expanded on in verses 
32-34. To the contrary, single men and women, such 
as Paul, would be able to dedicate a greater commit-
ment of time, energy, and resources to the kingdom. 
Paul’s advice in verse 35 was motivated once more by 
his concern for their welfare and his desire for them 
to have the greatest impact with undivided attention 
to the Lord.

Moving on from the married and the widows, 
Paul now addressed the unmarried. While disputed 
among scholars, verses 36-38 seem to address fathers 
about arranging marriages for their daughters. In 
this case, the daughter was now of marriageable age. 
How should the father respond? In this case when a 
father thought that keeping her unmarried was not 
seemly, he should grant her permission to marry. 
Young engaged men had to judge for themselves and 
their situation. If they chose to marry, that was good. 
If they chose not to marry, especially in light of the 
current situation, that would be even better.

Paul once more emphasized the truth that mar-
riage is a lifelong commitment (verses 39-40). He 
specifically addressed widows, giving the same kind 
of advice he had just given to fathers regarding their 
daughters. The widow was free to remarry as long as 
she did so “in the Lord,” and in full awareness of the 

PP-6
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

responsibilities that being a Christian placed on her. 
His personal judgment, however, as stated in verse 
40, was that she would indeed be happier and more 
productive if she chose not to marry.

Paul wanted his audience to understand that 
they could find contentment in serving the Lord no 
matter their particular situations. We are to put the 
Lord first in our lives whether married or single. 
Paul pointed out that there are actually advantages 
to remaining single. Those who are single have less 
worry and distraction to hinder their service to God. 
Nevertheless, Paul found no fault in getting married 
within biblical guidelines. God is with us whatever 
our situation. And believers should always seek to 
find contentment and fulfillment in Him rather than 
in another person or situation.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Make walking with Christ and serving Him your 
highest priority no matter your circumstances.

• Why do people find contentment in walking 
with and serving Christ? (It’s what we were cre-
ated for; we find love, purpose, and fulfillment 
there.)

• What practical steps would help you walk with 
Christ? How could you serve Him?

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Discuss with your learners what it might 
look like to use our circumstances, both good and 
bad, as opportunities to serve and honor God. Dis-
cuss ways to do this, and then ask your learners to 
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

plan how they will serve and honor God this week 
in whatever circumstances they find themselves in.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 6-4 
(“Finding Contentment”) to help your learners con-
sider principles the Bible gives us regarding content-
ment. Have them read the passages and summarize 
them, and then discuss what these passages teach. 
Encourage them to read the passages again this week 
and to commit one to memory.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• What will you do this week to cultivate content-
ment in Christ?

FTE 6-4
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Do Your Part
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FAMILY THEME
The Gifts of the Spirit

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners understand God has given 
them special abilities to be used to 
serve Him and build up His king-
dom. They choose to use those gifts 
and abilities to serve God and His 
church.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 12:1-31

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 7-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 7-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 7-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 7-4
(handout)

q	 PP-7
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Every Believer Has Been Given Spiritual Gifts by the Holy Spirit.
• Every Believer Has an Important Role in the Body of Christ.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize James 1:17 this week and to work with 
family members to do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics 
note on the FTE 7-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
In this part of 1 Corinthians, written by Paul around AD 55, Paul in-
structed the Corinthians about spiritual gifts.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking if any of your learners 
have ever built model airplanes, cars, ships, etc. Let 
those who have built models share what kind of 
models they enjoyed building and how long the pro-
cess might take. Ask what it would be like if pieces 
of the model were missing. Would they get the same 
satisfaction if there were missing parts? After discus-
sion, say: Models with missing parts are not complete. 
Today we will see how the body of Christ is not com-
plete unless every believer is doing his or her part.

Option 2: Begin by asking who in your group has 
played in an orchestra, ensemble, or marching band. 
What instrument did they play? Ask them how im-
portant it is for each member of the band or orches-
tra to play his or her part well. After discussion, say: 
A band or orchestra can only make beautiful music 
when every member is present and doing their part. 
Today we will see that every one of us has a part to 
play in building up God’s kingdom.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 7-1

Study the WordLG

Having dealt with many of the problems within the 
Corinthian congregation, Paul could now address 
them regarding their service to Christ. If they were 
not careful, they could become prideful and even use 
their spiritual gifts as an opportunity to gloat or to 
be seen by others. Spiritual gifts, however, were in-
tended to glorify God, not the user of the gift. Each 
believer had been gifted to play a unique role in the 
body of Christ, regardless of ethnicity or social sta-
tus.

TEACHING TIP:
Spiritual growth can 
occur when we help 
our learners see how 
God’s truth relates to 
their needs.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 7-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Every Believer Has Been Given 
Spiritual Gifts by the Holy 
Spirit
(1 Corinthians 12:1-11)

Throughout 1 Corinthians, Paul responded to ques-
tions and situations brought to his attention (1 Cor-
inthians 1:11, 5:1, 7:1). In chapter 12 he transitioned 
to the topic of spiritual gifts. The expression now 
concerning or now about (verse 1) would indicate that 
the Corinthian believers had asked him about these 
gifts. In 1:7, the apostle indicated that the Corinthi-
an church did not lack any spiritual gift. We gath-
er from this text, however, that they were not using 
their spiritual endowments properly, and that fur-
ther wisdom and instruction were needed. In spite 
of this, the tender expression brothers or brethren in 
verse 1 reminds the reader that these were believers 
the apostle was addressing.

By definition, spiritual gifts are gracious endow-
ments given to believers by the Holy Spirit to en-
able them to perform service for the building of the 
church and the kingdom of God. It was important 
for the Corinthians to know where these gifts came 
from and how they were to be used.

At an initial glance, verse 2 seems to be out of 
place. Why would Paul make reference to the believ-
ers’ former idolatry when speaking to them about 
their spiritual gifts? Commentators propose a couple 
of ideas. First, it may be that he was reminding them 
of their lack of spiritual knowledge, being former 
Gentiles in dire need of the teaching that the apos-
tle was about to provide. Second, and more likely, is 
the idea that Paul could be referring to their prior 
heathen worship or even the moments of demonic 
“spiritual ecstasy” and the supernatural influence 
wrapped up in their former lifestyle. In contrast, 
believers need to be aware of their proper spiritual 
gifts, those endowed by and used with the empower-
ing of the Spirit of God.

FTE 7-2
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From verse 3, the reader is reminded that the 
Spirit who gives us gifts also leads us to identify with 
Jesus and claim Him as Lord. In fact, the evidence of 
having God’s Spirit is a confession that Jesus is Lord. 
It is this same Spirit who endows believers with the 
gifts outlined in the remainder of the chapter (verse 
4). There are various gifts, but all of them originate 
from the same Spirit. Those gifts lead to a variety of 
ways to serve and different kinds of good works. All 
this variety, however, comes from the one and same 
God (verses 5-6).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God is the Sovereign Lord of all. He 
distributes spiritual gifts according to His will. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss 
this key truth at home.

The Greek term for varieties or diversities in verse 
4 may also be rendered distributions. In the original 
language, the term gifts is akin to grace and is often 
referred to as a gift of grace or favor received without 
merit. In verses 4-6, there is a Trinitarian emphasis: 
same Spirit (verse 4); same Lord (verse 5); same God 
(verse 6). While each believer has received his own 
distribution of gifting, the ultimate source of this 
gifting is God. And it is God whom the Spirit glori-
fies through these distributions. The believers’ gifts 
were not for their own benefit, but instead were for 
the common good of all (verse 7). Apparently some 
within the church were using their gifts selfishly, and 
this principle needed to be grasped.

From verses 8 to 11, Paul listed specific gifts. 
While the list is not comprehensive or exhaustive, 
it was descriptive of specific gifts possessed by the 
Christians in Corinth. (The following definitions are 
general understandings of the gifts, they are not defi-
nitions provided from Scripture.)
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• Wisdom—perception of doctrinal truth; the 
revelation of a wise course of action given to 
someone to be communicated to the church

• Knowledge—the understanding of as much 
Scripture as possible; the ability to apply doc-
trinal truth to life

• Faith—not saving faith, but instead, the ability 
to trust God to work beyond the human capa-
bilities of the people

• Gifts of healing—the supernatural ability to 
restore health. One of the sign gifts that ap-
pears to have been possessed by the apostles 
during the establishment of the Church

• Miracles—those enabled by God to perform 
mighty deeds that witnesses recognize to be of 
supernatural origin and means. Another sign 
gift possessed by the apostles

• Prophecy—the gift of proclaiming the Word 
of God boldly, a gift manifested in teaching 
and preaching. This gift not only builds up the 
body but also leads to conviction of sin

• Discerning of spirits—the ability to distin-
guish truth from error by judging whether the 
behavior or teaching is from God, Satan, hu-
man error, or human power

• Various kinds of tongues—the supernatural 
gift and ability to speak in a language not pre-
viously learned so unbelievers can hear God’s 
message in their own language, or so that the 
body (church) could be edified

• The interpretation of tongues—the ability 
to translate an unlearned, known language, 
namely for the person that has exercised the 
gift of speaking in tongues

There are other partial lists of gifts given in Scrip-
ture. Consider Romans 12:4-8, Ephesians 4:11-16, 
and 1 Peter 4:10-11.
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Display the FTE 
7-3 (“All Working 
Together”) poster to 
reinforce the truth of 
this lesson.

Discover the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit has giv-
en you.

• What role does the Holy Spirit play in spiritu-
al gifts? (He distributes them according to His 
will; He empowers the use of the gifts; etc.)

• How can believers discover which gifts they have 
received and begin to use them? (Discuss it with 
the pastor or other church leaders; take a spir-
itual gift assessment; try various areas of ser-
vice to see what is a good fit; practice using the 
gifts; etc.)

Every Believer Has an 
Important Role in the 
Body of Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:12-31)

In verse 12, Paul reminded the reader that the body 
is a unit, that the body has many parts, and that all 
the parts of the body work together as one. Each 
member of the body of Christ (the church) is vitally 
important. After all, it was by one Spirit that every-
one, whether Jew or Greek, was baptized into one 
body (verse 13). All believers experience this min-
istry of the Holy Spirit at the moment of conversion. 
Nothing illustrates this truth any better than the hu-
man body.

APPLY IT  SG LG

FTE 7-3 Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

God established the church to make disciples and 
transfer the faith. Point out that the church is 
most effective at this when all the members do 
what they are gifted to do. Encourage parents 
and grandparents to discuss this key truth at 
home.



Lesson 7: Do Your Part • 73 

Body parts perform unique functions and are 
each important to the body. In fact, if the body is 
to function properly, varied body parts are nec-
essary (verses 14-20). That’s how it works with the 
church. The members have differing gifts, but they 
all depend on each other. They serve the body in 
many ways. Each has a role that is indispensable for 
a healthy and fully functioning church. The body of 
Christ is pictured as unity that depends on diversity. 
It depends on each one functioning in a unique role. 
It was imperative for the Corinthian believers to fo-
cus on unity rather than their diversity. Unique gifts 
and individuals are to be celebrated.

In verse 21, Paul reminded the readers to never 
regard other believers as unnecessary within the 
body. Instead, the more prominent members should 
celebrate and encourage the others. The less glamor-
ous gifts are also vital and believers possessing them 
should serve with pride knowing they are where the 
Spirit wants them. In the same way that certain parts 
of the human body are given attention by clothing or 
cosmetics, so those within the church who are often 
deemed less needed should be given greater atten-
tion by other members of Christ’s body (verse 24). 
The Lord’s desire is reiterated in verse 25 as the apos-
tle reminded the Corinthian believers that they must 
never be divided but instead should be characterized 
by equal concern for all. When a local body of believ-
ers functions in such a way, it shares both pain and 
joy, suffering together when necessary and rejoicing 
together when possible (verse 26).

Paul reminded the Corinthians that each of them 
functioned as a significant part of the body (verse 
27). The fact that he mentioned Christ specifically 
served to remind the Corinthians that it was Christ 
and His principles by which they should be living in-
stead of the selfish, ungodly attitudes that had been 
characterizing them.

In the same way that God set body parts in place 
to accomplish their specific tasks, He has set in the 
church specific roles and tasks (verse 28). The verb is 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-7) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

in the middle voice in the Greek, implying that these 
specific gifts set by Him were for His own use. In 
this verse, Paul also pointed out that there is a prior-
ity list for the gifts as He spoke of first, second, and 
third. This does not contradict what he said earlier 
about every gift bearing importance since even some 
members of the human body serve more vital func-
tions than others (heart vs. finger). First on Paul’s list 
was apostles, and second was prophets. This is true 
mainly because of the foundational ministry that 
both the apostles and the prophets fulfilled (Read 
Ephesians 2:20 to see the vital roles the apostles and 
prophets served). Following their foundational roles 
were the teachers, those tasked with establishing the 
believers in the faith. The remaining gifts listed here 
were needed to build up the church or help individ-
ual believers.

Verses 29 and 30 ask rhetorical questions, each 
demanding “no” as the answer. No individual pos-
sesses all the gifts, and the implication is that the 
church cannot, and will not, be built on one individ-
ual believer. God has placed each of us in His body, 
the church, and He has given us various gifts. That 
being said, if the Corinthian believers were to desire 
any particular gifts, it was to be the ones that did the 
most to build up the church and glorify God (verse 
31).

PP-7

APPLY IT  SG LG

Fill your role in the body of Christ by serving ac-
cording to your gifts.

• How is a church like a human body? (There are 
many different parts and each part is import-
ant; the church functions best when all the 
parts are filling their role; etc.)

• Discuss how our church helps people identify 
their gifts and get plugged in to serve.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 7-4 (“Your 
Role Matters”) to help your group members consider 
how they might plug in to your church’s ministries 
and use their gifts and abilities to help build God’s 
kingdom. After they complete the worksheet, thank 
those who are already serving, and encourage others 
to talk to you or another church leader this week to 
see how they can discover their gifts or plug into one 
of the church’s ministries.

Option 2: Encourage those who have not yet done 
so to spend time this week trying to discover what 
spiritual gifts they have been given. There are nu-
merous resources available, including this link to a 
free survey: bit.ly/CGI-SpiritualGifts. Once the gifts 
have been discovered, encourage each group mem-
ber to talk about the results with the appropriate 
leader at your church.

Option 3: Ask the following:

• If already serving, do you feel you are serving in 
the “sweet spot” of your giftedness? If not, what 
church leader could you talk with this week 
about serving in your area of giftedness?

• If you are not presently serving in the minis-
tries of your church, what ministry would you 
be willing to learn more about or try for a few 
weeks to see if you might be gifted to serve in 
that ministry?

Encourage those who are not yet using their gifts in 
ministry to talk with you or with another church 
leader to investigate how they can plug in and serve 
in the ministries of your church.

Live It SG LG

FTE 7-4

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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Love Lived Out
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FAMILY THEME
The Standard of Love

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners choose to demonstrate 
love in their attitudes and actions 
toward God and others.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 8-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 8-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 8-3
(handout)

q	 PP-8
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•  Love Is to Be Valued More Than All Other Gifts, Abilities, and Vir-

tues.
• Love Acts in the Best Interests of Others.
• Love Lasts Forever While Spiritual Gifts are Temporary.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of the first 12 books 
of the New Testament this week and to work with family members to 
do so as well. (Learners will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 8-2 
student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
In this part of 1 Corinthians, written by Paul around AD 55, Paul in-
structed the Corinthian believers about the nature and importance of 
love.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Write the word Love on the marker board 
and then ask what first came to your learner’s minds 
when they saw this word. How would they say the 
world sees love and how is that different than the 
kind of love God has shown us? After discussion, say: 
The world’s view of love is often very different from the 
kind of love God demonstrates and calls us to. Today 
we will see how the Bible describes love and what it 
looks like in action.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to quote 
titles or lyrics of songs that contain the word love. 
These titles or lyrics may be from any genre of music. 
Discuss the view of love given by these titles or lyr-
ics. After discussion, say: The world’s view of love is 
often very different from the kind of love God demon-
strates and calls us to. Today we will see how the Bible 
describes love and what it looks like in action.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 8-1

Study the WordLG

In chapter 12, Paul dealt with the value of every 
member of the Corinthian congregation and the im-
portance of spiritual gifts. The Corinthians desired 
the more prominent spiritual gifts for themselves. 
They opted for ambition and neglected love. The 
gifts are useless, however, and the value is superficial 
without love. It is this grand subject that the apostle 
addressed in 1 Corinthians 13.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 8-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Love Is to Be Valued More 
Than All Other Gifts, 
Abilities, and Virtues
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

In verse 31 of Chapter 12, Paul transitioned to the 
most excellent virtue the Corinthian believers 
should have strived for: love. If they did not exhibit 
love, then all of their spiritual gifts and virtues were 
hollow and meaningless. All the gifts and virtues 
mentioned in this passage were good and worthy of 
doing, but performing them without the compass of 
love would gain nothing. Love should be the primary 
motivation for using our spiritual gifts.

Tongues is mentioned first here because of the 
Corinthians’ infatuation with and excessive empha-
sis on this gift (verse 1). Scholars reference the fact 
that eloquent speech was greatly admired in the first 
century, especially in the Corinthian congregation. 
This reveals why tongues was such a sought after 
gift among them. The tongues of angels is believed 
by many to be hyperbole on Paul’s part. Even if there 
were a heavenly language, and I spoke it, but did so 
without love, it would mean nothing, the apostle 
would say. The sounding brass and clanging cymbals 
were musical instruments used in mystery religions 
of the first century. The idea behind these instru-
ments was the notion that they could be momen-
tarily electrifying but the sound would vanish just 
as quickly. Further, their use of the gift of tongues 
without love would be no different than the worship 
of the first century pagans.

The gift of prophecy, one that Paul encouraged the 
Corinthians to seek after (1 Corinthians 14:1), would 
also be useless without love (verse 2). Further, with-
out love, all spiritual knowledge and even a faith that 
is strong enough to move mountains, means noth-
ing. And verse 3 indicates that all self-denial, even to 
the point of death for a cause, meant nothing with-
out love. (Read Matthew 6:2 for an example of how 

FTE 8-2
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someone can give to the poor and needy, yet it not 
benefit the giver because of self-centered motives.)

APPLY IT  SG LG

Let love be your motivation for doing good deeds 
and serving others.

• Why is it important that our good deeds are 
motivated by love rather than self-interest? 
(Our motives matter to God; God knows our 
hearts; etc)

• What are some wrong motives for using our 
spiritual gifts and performing acts of service? 
(Pride; to impress others; desire for recogni-
tion; etc.)  

Love Acts in the Best 
Interests of Others
(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Beginning in verse 4, Paul described the ingredients 
of love and made it very personal. In fact, these at-
tributes are richly relational and focus on the well- 
being of others. Consider first, that love is patient. 
By definition, patience is the capacity to be wronged 
and not seek retaliation. This was not the normal 
response of the Corinthian church. The tendency 
of the Corinthians, and often with believers today, 
is to be impatient with those who need patience the 
most. Love is also kind in that it responds in kind-
ness toward all, even those who wish to do harm. 
Kindness is a virtue that is often overlooked, yet is 
greatly needed, especially within the body of Christ. 
(See also Ephesians 4:32.)

Envy and boasting, also mentioned in verse 4, 
seem to refer back to the Corinthians’ use of spiritu-
al gifts and portray opposite ends of the same pole. 
These immature believers were often guilty of envy 
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(jealousy) over the gifts of others or were guilty of 
boasting of their own gifts. The fact that someone 
else may be in the spotlight or receive accolades and 
recognition caused jealousy among the immature 
believers. The Greek word for puffed up or arrogant 
is often used by Paul in 1 Corinthians (4:6, 4:18-19, 
5:2, 8:1). Apparently, these were attitudes shamefully 
exhibited by these immature believers. Love, howev-
er, does not behave in such a way.

Paul continued his summary of what genuine 
love looks like in verse 5. Love is not rude, regard-
less of the fact that the Corinthians often displayed 
rudeness toward those who held opposing views. By 
definition, rudeness is a failure to show respect and 
honor to others. These immature believers demon-
strated rudeness regarding women in worship (11:2-
16), the Lord’s Supper (11:17-22), and spiritual gifts. 
As a result, the Corinthians had become irritable 
and resentful of one another. These are not love’s 
attributes. The person motivated by love is not rude 
and does not merely look out for him or herself, nor 
is he or she irritable and resentful.

We also learn from verse 6 that love does not de-
light in evil, but instead rejoices in the truth. For 
a congregation dealing with issues such as incest 
(chapter 5), both of these characteristics were im-
portant. Love also protects, trusts, hopes, and perse-
veres (verse 7). The word for truth refers to the gospel 
message and stands in contrast to unrighteousness.

Bearing all things (verse 7) speaks of enduring 
difficulties or difficult people. This was a term that 
spoke of holding fast like a watertight vessel. In this 
way, the follower of Christ, motivated by love, re-
frains from giving vent to selfishness in the midst 
of adversity that would tend to lead to such venting.

Believes all things or trusts does not portray a 
gullible spirit but instead portrays a positive atti-
tude toward others, especially fellow believers. Be-
hind this expression is an aptitude to believe well 
of others when there is no evidence to the contrary. 
Love keeps us from having an automatic skepticism 
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toward fellow believers. Such skepticism harms the 
body of believers rather than building it up. Con-
trary to popular belief, giving others the benefit of 
the doubt is not an absence of wisdom.

Hopes all things speaks of one who does not de-
spair but instead sees the bright side of things, es-
pecially as it relates to fellow believers. Endures all 
things or perseveres speaks of endurance amid hard-
ships and persecution, especially in terms of our 
relationships. In summary, love isn’t a suppression 
of self; rather, it is an expression of trust, hope, and 
perseverance. When this type of love is exhibited, it 
reflects the love of Christ, positively affects the body, 
and gives a positive portrayal of the church to an un-
believing world.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God modeled true love when He 
took on flesh and died for us. God is a personal, 
spiritual being. Encourage parents and grand-
parents to help their loved ones understand this 
key truth.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Choose daily to demonstrate love for God and for 
others.

• How is this kind of godly love different from the 
love often seen in our culture? (Godly love is a 
choice more than a feeling; we can show love 
to others even when they do not show love in 
return; etc.)

• Give examples of what godly love looks like in 
action. (Christ dying for us; showing kindness 
to someone who has not been kind to us; doing 
things the way others prefer rather than insist-
ing on our own way; etc.)
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Love Lasts Forever While 
Spiritual Gifts are Temporary
(1 Corinthians 13:8-13)

Following his elaborate discussion of what love looks 
like, Paul concluded the chapter with a discussion 
regarding the permanence of love. Love is eternal 
and will last forever. All the spiritual gifts about 
which the Corinthians were divided, however, would 
come to an end.

In the Corinthian church, some of the members 
emphasized the manifestation of spiritual gifts, es-
pecially gifts such as tongues. Some commentators 
even reference the fact that some of these Corinthi-
ans were requiring gifts such as tongues as proof of 
their faith. Paul’s point was that these gifts, such as 
prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, would one day 
no longer be necessary. Love, on the other hand, will 
always be necessary and is a true sign of a follower of 
Christ. (See John 13:35).

DIG DEEPER:
Scholars are divided as to what Paul meant when 
he spoke of the perfect in verse 10. Some say this 
idea referred to the completion of the canon of 
Scripture, a view possibly supported by the fact 
that James referred to Scripture as the perfect law 
that gives liberty or freedom (James 1:25). Oth-
ers see this as a description of the maturity of the 
church. In other words, when the church reached 
maturity, these gifts would no longer be neces-
sary. Finally, others see this as a reference to the 
fullness of salvation experienced at the second 
coming of Christ.

Spiritual gifts help us in this world because we 
are like children and don’t have the complete under-
standing we will have in eternity. Paul illustrated this 
when he compared the understanding and actions of 
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a child to those of an adult (verse 11). He demon-
strated this with a threefold summary—speaking, 
thinking, and reasoning. While certain behaviors 
are appropriate for children, that type of behavior 
ceased when the child grew up. When we are com-
plete in Heaven, the very gifts the Corinthians were 
fighting about would become obsolete.

The reference to a mirror in verse 12 would have 
resonated with the Corinthians as Corinth was fa-
mous for its bronze mirrors. The reflection seen in 
them, however, was an imperfect and distorted im-
age. Paul used this analogy to illustrate the partial 
reflection that will one day give way to believers’ per-
fect vision of God. The partial knowledge will then 
be replaced with a perfect knowledge of God. Our 
understanding will then be complete and we will no 
longer need the assistance of spiritual gifts.

Paul had referred to a triad of gifts that were short-
lived (prophecy, knowledge, and tongues). In verse 
13, he commended a triad of qualities that remain—
faith, hope, and love. In summary, the three things 
we have now that will remain throughout eternity 
are faith, hope, and love. Of these three, however, 
love is the greatest as it is both eternal and reflective 
of the nature of God.

DIG DEEPER:
An important distinction should be made be-
tween spiritual gifts and the fruit of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22-23). Interestingly, Paul placed 
his description of love right in the middle of his 
teaching regarding spiritual gifts. In fact, every 
passage in the Scriptures regarding spiritual 
gifts also contains exhortations to love. Consider 
these differences between gifts and fruit.

• The fruit of the Spirit is the result of a pro-
cess while the spiritual gifts are given in an 
immediate fashion. In fact, the spiritual 
gifts are endowed upon the believer at the 

The Parent Page 
(PP-8) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

PP-8

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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It’s time to order D6 
Everyday Curriculum 
for the next quarter. 
Call 800-877-7030 or 
go to D6family.com/
d6curriculum. Don’t 
put it off!

Focus on learning to love God and others.

• Why will spiritual gifts eventually come to an 
end? (Spiritual gifts are incomplete and will 
not be needed when we are made complete in 
Heaven.)

• How can we grow our love for God and for oth-
ers? (Meditate on who God is and what He has 
done; see others from God’s perspective and 
choose to act lovingly to them.)

moment of conversion while the fruit of 
the Spirit may take a lifetime of develop-
ment and growth.

• The fruit of the Spirit are not optional 
traits, but should be true of all followers of 
Christ. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, 
vary from person to person. To borrow 
Paul’s analogy from 1 Corinthians 12:17, 
not every body part can be an eye or an ear. 
There are differences in each of us when it 
comes to gifts and that is a good thing. This 
is how Christ builds His church.

• The fruit of the Spirit is what every believ-
er strives to achieve. Spiritual gifts, how-
ever, provide the means of achieving these 
goals. The gifts are given with the intent of 
helping us, and others, in the development 
of our Christ-like character.

APPLY IT  SG LG



86 • FUSION Teaching Guide

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider their moti-
vation for doing good deeds and serving others. Are 
they doing so out of love or for selfish reasons? En-
courage them to ask God to help them grow in their 
love for Him and for the people He wants them to 
serve.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 8-3 (“Put 
Love to Work”) to help your group members consid-
er how they could put love to work in practical ways. 
Discuss their ideas and encourage them to put two 
or three ideas into action this week.

Option 3: Ask the following:

• Consider two ways you would like to better 
demonstrate godly love.

• How will you demonstrate love in those ways to 
someone this week?

Live ItSG LG

FTE 8-3

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.
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New and Improved
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FAMILY THEME
The Promise of the Resurrection

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners stand firm in faith, living 
for the Lord and doing His work, 
knowing that what we do for God 
will matter for all eternity.

STUDY TEXT
1 Corinthians 15:20-58

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 9-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 9-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 9-3
(handout)

q	 PP-9
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• The Resurrection of Jesus Guarantees Our Resurrection.
•  Our Resurrected Bodies Will Be Immortal, Imperishable, and Power-

ful.
• Our Day of Resurrection Will Bring Final Victory Over Death.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to go over the following question and answer each 
day this week and to work with family members to do so as well. What 
happens to a person’s body when he dies? Answer: At death, the body 
is left on earth. When Jesus returns, the bodies of the dead will be 
resurrected and reunited with their spirits (John 5:28-29). (Learners 
will find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 9-2 student outline you give 
them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
In this part of 1 Corinthians, written by Paul around AD 55, Paul in-
structed the Corinthian believers about what will happen when the 
dead are raised at the second coming of Christ.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-1 teaching 
outline can be used 
as a guide for teach-
ing this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to name 
some of the most prominent questions that people 
seek answers to. Examples might be: Where do we 
come from? What is the meaning of life? What hap-
pens after we die? and so on. After discussion, say: 
A question that most everyone would like answers to 
involves what will happen to us after we die. Today we 
will see that God has answered this question in His 
Word.

Option 2: Ask your learners to name items we 
eventually want to replace with new models. Exam-
ples might include cars, furniture, televisions, cell 
phones, etc. After discussion, say: Companies are 
always coming out with newer and better versions of 
items we want or need. Today we will see that we will 
actually trade in our mortal, physical bodies for much 
better glorious bodies when Christ comes again.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 9-1

Study the WordLG

In 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Paul put the gospel message 
in a concise, summarized form. The literal bodily 
resurrection of Jesus was foundational to this mes-
sage. It was so important that he spent the next sev-
eral verses (5-12) establishing the grounds for belief 
in this crucial event. From there, he taught the Co-
rinthian believers how this event would impact their 
lives for all eternity.

TEACHING TIP:
Discuss real and 
hypothetical moral 
dilemmas in class, 
showing how God’s 
Word relates to those 
dilemmas. Use such 
examples in the 
classroom as oppor-
tunities to heighten 
moral awareness.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 9-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

The Resurrection of Jesus 
Guarantees Our Resurrection
(1 Corinthians 15:20-34)

Some were teaching that there was no resurrection 
of the dead (1 Corinthians 15:12). If true, that would 
mean that Christ did not rise from the dead. And if 
Christ was not raised then faith is useless. If Christi-
anity is for this life only, then believers are to be pit-
ied because there is no hope after death. The sacrific-
es Paul made to spread the gospel would be in vain. 
If there is no resurrection we should party hard, for 
tomorrow we die.

But Christ did rise from the dead (verse 20). It 
started with Him and He paved the way for all who 
know Him to be raised when He returns. The term 
firstfruits was an allusion to the Jews bringing the 
best of the first of their harvest as an offering to God 
(Exodus 34:26). It was intended to represent the full 
harvest that was yet to come. Here, the term was 
used in reference to a preliminary installment, in-
cluding not only an example, but also a guarantee of 
more to come. Being asleep was used metaphorically 
for those who had died.

In verse 21, Paul reminded the Corinthians that 
death came as a result of a man, namely Adam. Since 
all humans inherit a sin nature from Adam, all sin 
and die. Conversely, it was through a man (Jesus—
the God-man), that God could offer us life (resur-
rection). In the same way that Adam brought death 
through his disobedience, Christ brings life through 
His obedience. All who are in Christ and follow Him 
will live. The death and life spoken of in verses 21-
22 involve both physical and spiritual. Thus, Christ 
will one day destroy death, the final enemy. (See also 
Romans 5:12-21.)

The process for this resurrection is an orderly one. 
Christ was raised first and then His followers will 
be raised at His appearing. Then will come the end, 
when Jesus will deliver the kingdom into the hands 
of the Father, having subdued all, including His 

FTE 9-2
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enemies (verses 24-25). In verse 26, death is person-
ified and referred to as one of God’s enemies. After 
all, God desires to give life, while man, through 
Adam, chose death (Genesis 2:17).

Through the Resurrection, Christ demonstrated 
His rule and power over all. All things are subject 
to Him and under His feet (verse 27). When all this 
is completed, Christ will join the church and all of 
creation in subjection to the Father. This subjection 
is so that God may be “all in all,” an expression re-
lating to the supremacy of God and His will in all 
things (verse 28).

Verse 29 is puzzling at best and much debated by 
scholars. While baffling to scholars today, it seems as 
if the Corinthians knew what Paul was speaking of. 
There is no information given concerning how this 
“baptism for the dead” was done or what it was in-
tended to accomplish. What we do know, however, is 
that Paul distinguished his own practice and belief 
from those who were participating in such an act. 
The notion that a person could be baptized on behalf 
of one already dead contradicts the clear teaching 
of both salvation and baptism given throughout the 
New Testament. It was likely a practice rooted in pa-
gan culture and not one the apostle could approve. 
Paul’s point, however, was: Why would someone be 
baptized on behalf of someone else if they denied a 
resurrection of the body?

In verses 30-34, Paul turned to a personal argu-
ment. Why would he risk his life daily for the sake of 
the gospel if there were no resurrection? The “beasts” 
spoken of in verse 32 was likely a figurative term ref-
erencing the challenges and struggles that he faced 
for the gospel’s sake in Ephesus and elsewhere (See 
2 Corinthians 11:23-33). If there is no resurrection 
of the dead, humans should live life in the most 
self-serving manner, knowing that death is inevi-
table and that is the end. Instead, because there is 
a resurrection of the dead, the Corinthians should 
stop living an indulgent lifestyle. The Resurrection 



Lesson 9: New and Improved • 91 

illustrates and proves that this life is not all there is 
to experience.

DIG DEEPER:
How can we comprehend the concept of the 
kingdom of God when it is sometimes depicted 
as right now and at other times as not yet? This 
theme of the kingdom of God runs throughout 
the New Testament (Matthew 3:2, Mark 1:14-15, 
Acts 1:3, Acts 28:31). Both the Old Testament 
(Psalm 145:13, Isaiah 2, Isaiah 52:7) and the 
teachings of Jesus in verses like Luke 19:11-27 
seem to indicate that the kingdom is a future re-
ality. At the same time, the Bible also seems to 
teach that the kingdom of God is a present real-
ity (Matthew 4:17). The truth is, God’s kingdom 
has a dual dimension. The kingdom had not been 
fully manifested in Jesus’ day, nor has it been 
fully manifested today. In this way, it is a future 
event and has not been experienced completely. 
Yet at the same time, where God’s will is being 
carried out, the kingdom has a present compo-
nent. As believers today, we feel the tension of 
knowing the kingdom of God in our hearts, yet 
still witnessing unbelief, sin, brokenness, and 
despair all around us. Through Jesus, however, 
we can experience God’s kingdom in the midst 
of this brokenness and be prompted to commit 
every area of our lives to His rule.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Be confident that eternal life awaits all who trust 
in Christ.

• How does Christ’s resurrection assure us that 
we will be resurrected to eternal life? (It demon-
strates that Christ is who He said He is and 



92 • FUSION Teaching Guide

that God’s promises are true; it proves death 
has been conquered; etc.)

• How does the reality of resurrection motivate 
you to live for God now?

Our Resurrected Bodies Will 
Be Immortal, Imperishable, 
and Powerful
(1 Corinthians 15:35-49)

In verse 35, Paul addressed those who had trouble 
believing that resurrection from the dead was pos-
sible. How could it happen? What kind of body will 
they have? The questions imply that some of the Cor-
inthians thought the idea of the resurrection was ir- 
rational. Paul considered those people to be foolish 
(verse 36). In the Old Testament, a “fool” was one 
who rejected the idea of God (Psalm 14:1).

For the apostle the resurrection was like a seed 
and harvest. A small brown, dried seed is buried; a 
green leafy plant comes out of the ground. The only 
way this transformation happens is if the seed dies 
in the ground. Likewise, the resurrected body is dif-
ferent from the physical body, which must die. It is 
God, however, that determines the future of both the 
seed and the body (verses 38-39). In verses 40-41, 
Paul pointed out that our universe already has many 
different kinds of bodies. So, it is foolish to think the 
resurrected body could not be something much dif-
ferent from the frail body we have now.

In verse 42, Paul applied the previous illustrations 
to teach that the resurrection body will be quite dif-
ferent from the earthly body that is planted in burial. 
The earthly body is perishable, dishonorable, weak, 
and natural. But the resurrected body will be im-
perishable, glorious, powerful, and spiritual, like 
Christ’s (verses 43-44)!
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In the verses that follow, the apostle resumed his 
contrast between Adam and Christ. Adam’s descen-
dants share his nature while those who are “of heav-
en” or “heavenly” share in Christ’s nature. Adam 
was the procreator of all natural men and women 
that were physically born from him. Christ, on the 
other hand, is the source of all who are spiritually 
born again. All those born from Him will have a 
resurrected spiritual body that is like His resurrect-
ed spiritual body. In summary, Adam stands at the 
head of all creation while Jesus assumes the role of 
headship of the new creation. Those that belong to 
Jesus will bear His image in His glorified spiritual 
state just as previously they had borne the image of 
Adam (verse 49).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that our present perishable bodies 
demonstrate how sin brought death and destruc-
tion into the world. Our resurrected bodies will 
demonstrate Christ’s victory over sin and death. 
Encourage parents and grandparents to discuss 
this truth at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Take care of your earthly body and look forward 
with hope to your new and glorious body.

• Why is it important for us to take care of our 
earthly bodies? (So we can serve God here.)

• What do you look forward to the most about 
your new, glorified body?
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The Parent Page 
(PP-9) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grand- 
children at home. 
Give copies of this 
page to parents and 
grandparents and en-
courage them to use 
it at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

Our Day of Resurrection Will 
Bring Final Victory Over 
Death
(1 Corinthians 15:50-58)

Our perishable earthly bodies cannot enter the im-
mortal kingdom of God (verse 50). Both the living 
and the dead must be changed (verse 51). The dead 
believers first, then the living believers bodies will 
be transformed into their imperishable, immortal 
bodies. Then death will no longer have victory and 
sting. For now, sin has caused death to sting and the 
law has given that sting power. But through Christ 
we have victory over both sin and death and will one 
day be exempt from the hurt and sorrow they bring 
(verses 52-55).

According to verse 52, the coming of Christ will 
occur in an instant and will be preceded by the sound 
of a trumpet. Trumpets were used in worship in the 
Old Testament and will signal the return of Christ 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). At Christ’s return, believers’ 
bodies will be changed and they will be able to enjoy 
the immortality with which they were originally cre-
ated. Believers will receive a body that is no longer 
subject to death, disease, and decay.

All of this comes in fulfilment of that spoken of 
by the Old Testament prophets Isaiah and Hosea 
(verses 54b-55). Sting may allude to the sting of bees 
or serpents and is compared to the effects of death 
on mankind. Metaphorically speaking, as a result 
of mankind’s sin, death has always had a sting to it. 
Through the resurrection, however, death will lose 
its power and the sting will no longer cause the same 
trepidation as before. It is for this reason Paul could 
thank God for giving us victory through Christ 
(verse 57).

The coming return of Christ and the hope of our 
future resurrected bodies should motivate us to 
stand firm in our faith and give ourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord. We know our efforts will not 
be in vain (verse 58). Being steadfast and unmovable 

PP-9

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com


Lesson 9: New and Improved • 95 

Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

speaks to the Corinthians’ firm establishment in the 
faith and in response to the opposition of the skep-
tics. This they could do, knowing that, because of the 
resurrection, their labor for the Lord was not in vain.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Stand firm in faith and live for God, knowing it 
will all be worth it.

• What does it mean to be steadfast and immov-
able? To abound in the work of the Lord? (To 
be firm and settled in our commitment to God 
and always doing what God would have us do.)

• Describe how you feel knowing that sickness, 
death, and decay will never touch you, or those 
you love, again.

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask your learners to think of situations 
they face in which they need to be steadfast and im-
movable in their faith, and ways they could be more 
involved in the work of the Lord. Encourage them 
to stand firm in their faith this week and to choose 
a way they will be more involved in the work of the 
Lord.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 9-3 (“Rest 
Assured”) to remind your group members that we 
can be supremely confident that eternal life and glo-
rified bodies await us. Read and discuss the verses 
listed on the handout and encourage your learners to 
meditate on these truths throughout the week.

FTE 9-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: We look forward to having our new, 
glorified bodies. Until that day, however, we need 
to try to keep our earthly bodies healthy so we can 
serve God here. Discuss ways we can take care of our 
earthly bodies (exercise, healthy eating, etc.). After 
discussion, encourage your learners to choose one 
way they will take better care of their bodies and to 
begin this week.
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The Wise Choice
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FAMILY THEME
Seeking God’s Wisdom

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners choose to seek out and 
live by the wisdom of God’s Word, 
valuing wisdom above riches and 
fame.

STUDY TEXT
1 Kings 2:1-4; 3:3-15

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 10-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 10-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 10-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 10-4
(handout)

q	 PP-10
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• A Father’s Best Advice Is to Live According to God’s Ways.
•  Godly Wisdom and Understanding Are More Valuable Than Riches 

and Fame.
•	 	God	Blesses	Those	Who	Choose	Godliness	and	Wisdom	Over	Selfish	

Desires.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize Proverbs 2:6 this week and to work 
with	 family	members	 to	do	 so	as	well.	 (Learners	will	find	 this	Bible	
Basics note on the FTE 10-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 970 BC at the end of King David’s life and 
reign when his son Solomon was anointed king of Israel.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 10-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your group members to 
respond to the following question: If you dreamed 
of finding a genie in a bottle and were granted three 
wishes, what would you wish for? After learners share 
their wishes, say: What we wish for gives a glimpse of 
what is important to us. Today we will see how Solo-
mon responded when presented an opportunity to ask 
for whatever he wanted.

Option 2: Begin by asking your learners to share 
about their night dreams. What bad dream have 
they had? What good dream have they had? What 
recurring dreams have they had? After discussion, 
say: All of us have had some interesting dreams, some 
good and some bad. Today we will learn about a very 
interesting dream that Solomon had and how he re-
sponded.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 10-1

Study the WordLG

From chapter 1 we learn that King David was ap-
proaching the end of his life. Scholars are unsure of 
the time lapse between chapters 1 and 2, but by the 
time chapter 2 begins, Adonijah, another of David’s 
sons, had been eliminated from serving as king, and 
Solomon had been appointed to replace his father. 
With this appointment, King David was satisfied 
that God’s will had been accomplished.

TEACHING TIP:
Use study tools to 
make sure you under-
stand the meaning 
of important words 
in the passage to be 
studied, then make 
sure your learners 
understand the 
meaning as well.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 10-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

A Father’s Best Advice Is to 
Live According to God’s Ways
(1 Kings 2:1-4)

It was a biblical custom among God’s people for a fa-
ther to give last words of instruction to his children, 
particularly his sons, before his death. Often this in-
cluded a reminder of how God had worked in their 
past and a challenge to continue to obey God’s laws 
and fulfill His expectations. This was also accom-
panied by what they could expect if they remained 
obedient or if they chose not to obey.

Such is the case in this passage; David was giving 
his son Solomon his last words of instruction and 
encouragement to live obediently before God. He 
was also signaling a transfer of power and setting 
the stage for Solomon’s future reign. The way of all 
the earth (verse 2) is a euphemism for death, an ex-
pression also used by Joshua in Joshua 23:14. David 
recognized that his death was imminent. His words 
served as both a statement of fact and as counsel to 
Solomon, his son and successor.

David charged Solomon to be strong, a term sig-
nifying resilience or strength of mind. Having been 
king of Israel for 40 years, David understood the 
necessity of such fortitude and wished the same for 
his son. Further, the king admonished Solomon to 
keep the charge or requirements of the Lord, a task 
that could only be accomplished as he chose daily to 
walk in God’s ways. David defined the ways of the 
Lord using four terms that capture the varying pre-
cepts of the Mosaic law. Solomon’s obedience to the 
Law would result in his personal success as king but 
would also result in the Lord’s fulfilling His prom-
ises to David regarding his descendants and the 
throne of Israel. (See 2 Samuel 7:12-16 for details of 
God’s covenant with David.)

FTE 10-2
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This pattern of parents teaching their children is 
encouraged throughout the Scriptures. Parents are 
to “train” their children. Who better to train and 
challenge children to walk with and obey the Lord 
than a parent who is committed to knowing, living, 
and passing on the truths of Scripture?

DIG DEEPER:
In David’s admonition to Solomon, he used four 
terms to convey the specifics of the Word of God. 
These four words refer to the different kinds of 
precepts in the Mosaic law. While each of the 
terms has its own distinction, together they cap-
ture the essence and meaning of the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

• Statutes or Decrees – a clearly communi-
cated prescription of what one should do, 
a statute, custom, or law. The word carries 
the connotation of something that is en-
graved or permanent.

• Commandments or Commands – used for 
the instruction of a father to a son, a king 
to his servants, or God to His people. It 
literally means to tell or to instruct or to 
assign a role or a function to someone.

• Rules or Judgments or Laws – a regulation, 
specification, or prescription intended to 
be obeyed, often given with penalties for 
noncompliance. The word carries the no-
tion of ruling or governing.

• Testimonies or Requirements – a witness, 
an object that is a symbol of a past event, 
a warning. It came to be known as a refer-
ence to God’s Law and especially its nature 
as warnings for humanity.
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Display the FTE 10-3 
(“The Best Advice 
Ever”) poster to rein-
force this truth.

Model wise, godly living and encourage the next 
generation to live God’s way.

• If you had one last chance to give advice to your 
child, or to someone else you love, what would 
you say?

• Why is living according to God’s ways the best 
advice we can give? (God’s ways bring joy, 
peace, purpose, fulfillment, etc.)

Godly Wisdom and Under-
standing Are More Valuable 
Than Riches and Fame
(1 Kings 3:3-9)

Chapter 2 ended by telling us that Solomon’s con-
trol of the kingdom was firmly established. Chapter 
3 begins by detailing some of Solomon’s early activ-
ities as king and describing his love for God. Verse 
1, however, highlighted the fact that Solomon en-
tered into a marriage alliance with Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, marrying his daughter. In the ancient Near 
East, this was a custom of rulers that often served 
as a peace treaty. While peace was a noble desire, 
this practice was explicitly forbidden in the Law 
(Deuteronomy 17:14-17; 7:3-4; Exodus 34:12-16). As 
Solomon’s reign continued, this practice became 
even more commonplace and would eventually turn 

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that David’s instructions to his son 
Solomon illustrate how God established the home 
to make disciples and transfer the faith. Encour-
age parents and grandparents to talk about this 
truth with their children and grandchildren.

APPLY IT  SG LG

FTE 10-3
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Solomon’s heart away from faithfulness to the Lord 
(1 Kings 11:1-8).

Upon marrying her, Solomon brought Pharaoh’s 
daughter to Jerusalem. The author is quick to refer-
ence the completion of Solomon’s palace. This is an 
important note since, according to 2 Chronicles 8:11, 
she was not housed in David’s palace. This is signifi-
cant because the tent housing the ark of the covenant 
had been placed in David’s palace complex. Further, 
according to that passage, any places the Ark of the 
Lord had entered were considered holy, thus Solo-
mon’s wife (Pharaoh’s daughter) was not permitted 
to stay there.

As good as things were perceived to be in Solo-
mon’s early years as king, verse 2 tells us that the peo-
ple continued to offer sacrifices at the “high places” 
because the permanent place of worship had not yet 
been built. The Canaanites sacrificed at high places 
because they believed that the closer people got to 
heaven, the more likely it was that their prayers and 
sacrifices would reach their gods. While scholars are 
divided on the issue, verse 3 seems to cast Solomon’s 
sacrifices at high places in a negative light. This may 
be based on instructions given in Leviticus 17:1-5. 
Once the people were established in the Promised 
Land, they were to only offer sacrifices in the place 
approved by God. Regardless of this one “blemish,” 
it was said that Solomon loved the Lord and walked 
in the ways of his father David.

The most popular of the high places was Gibeon, 
a site approximately five miles north of Jerusalem 
(verse 4). Gibeon was also the location of the old 
Tabernacle and the brazen altar made by Moses. It 
was in Gibeon that the Lord appeared to Solomon 
in a dream and offered the king whatever he desired 
(verse 5). Before citing his request, the young king 
reflected on the Lord’s kindness to his father David 
(verse 6). Solomon recognized that God’s goodness 
to David was in part due to David’s faithfulness to 
God.
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While the king was only 20 years old when he 
began to reign, the expression little child, used in 
verse 7, was a rhetorical phrase that portrayed inex-
perience and humility. From verse 8, it is clear that 
Solomon was overwhelmed with his assignment and 
responsibilities. After all, these were God’s people, a 
people God had chosen and blessed abundantly, but 
who also had a history of being challenging to lead. 
Solomon did not want to fail in his leadership of the 
people of God.

Having acknowledged his inability to rightly rule 
in his own strength and wisdom, Solomon asked 
God for a discerning or understanding heart, one 
that would hear the voice of God (verse 9). Only then 
would he be able to lead in the way God would have 
him lead. The fact that Solomon referred to himself 
as God’s servant demonstrates he understood he 
would have to depend on God in order to serve ef-
fectively in his new role. Solomon recognized that he 
needed more than family name, human insight, and 
cunning to be able to lead the Lord’s people.

Beyond wisdom and understanding, Solomon 
also desired to be able to discern between good and 
evil, a trait exhibited by his father David. Twice in 
these verses Solomon referred to Israel as a great and 
numerous people.

Scripture teaches us that loving God is the first 
and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38). 
Our love, however, must be accompanied by wisdom. 
This passage teaches us that Solomon loved the Lord 
(verse 3), but he also needed wisdom to make right 
choices. When asked by the Lord what he wanted 
God to give him, Solomon asked for wisdom and un-
derstanding to rule rightly (verse 9). He recognized 
he needed God’s wisdom and knowledge to live and 
rule before God as his father David had.
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Pursue godly wisdom and understanding rather 
than worldly riches and fame.

• Why is wisdom from God more valuable and 
important than fame and riches? (Fame and 
riches are temporary and fleeting; wisdom 
from God helps us in every area of life and has 
eternal effects.)

• Where can we go to get godly wisdom and dis-
cernment? (God’s Word; mature believers who 
have gained wisdom from God; we can ask for 
it in prayer.)

God Blesses Those Who 
Choose Godliness and 
Wisdom Over Selfish Desires
(1 Kings 3:10-15)

For believers, success centers around obeying and 
pleasing God. Solomon’s request pleased God (verse 
10). God was pleased because wisdom is the key to 
accomplishing His will for our lives, and Solomon 
chose wisdom over selfish desires (verse 11). The 
Lord was pleased that Solomon did not ask for per-
sonal benefits such as wealth or long life, but instead 
recognized his dire need for that which only God 
could give.

Because Solomon chose to ask for wisdom, God 
provided that wisdom, as well as the riches and the 
promise of a long life Solomon had not asked for 
(verses 12-13). While all three came as a direct result 
of God’s divine favor in Solomon’s life, experience 
tells us that those who exercise wisdom find that 
other blessings come with it. Solomon would prove 
to be the richest and most honored king of his day, 
traits that would prove to be beneficial to his rule of 
God’s people. Further, if Solomon remained faithful 

APPLY IT  SG LG
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The Parent Page 
(PP-10) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grand- 
children at home. 
Give copies of this 
page to parents and 
grandparents and en-
courage them to use 
it at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

to God’s purposes and His Law, the Lord also prom-
ised the king a prolonged life (verse 14).

PP-10

DIG DEEPER:
Wisdom is not the same as knowledge. By defi-
nition, wisdom is the ability to discern what is 
true or right. The Hebrew concept of the word 
was skill in living. Knowledge, on the other hand, 
is information attained through study, experi-
ence, or reasoning. Knowledge can exist with-
out wisdom but wisdom will not exist without 
knowledge. Wisdom is making sound decisions 
and taking sound actions based on the knowl-
edge attained. For instance, knowledge is under-
standing we should stop at a red light. Wisdom 
is applying the brakes in order to stop. Biblically 
speaking, knowledge is a memorization of the 
Ten Commandments while wisdom is adherence 
to or obedience to them.

In verse 15, Solomon awoke from his dream and 
returned to Jerusalem to worship and celebrate. 
Standing outside the Tabernacle, Solomon offered 
two sacrifices to God, both of which were significant. 
The burnt offerings expressed complete dedication of 
a person to God, and fellowship offerings portrayed 
the fellowship God’s people can have with the Lord 
and with each other. He also offered a feast for his 
entire court as a means of expressing appreciation to 
those who were serving alongside him. While Solo-
mon later drifted from God, this early part of his life 
was very positive.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Walk in God’s ways and thank Him for the wisdom 
and blessings He gives.

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

• Why do you think God was so pleased with Sol-
omon’s request for wisdom?

• Solomon made offerings to God in response to 
God’s blessings. How can we show our appreci-
ation for God’s blessings? (Worship; obedience; 
thanksgiving; etc.)

Live ItSG LG

Option 1: Ask your learners to consider ways in 
which they might be putting selfish desires ahead of 
living according to God’s ways. Encourage them to 
confess and turn away from anything that has come 
before living God’s way. Encourage them to make a 
fresh start this week at seeking God’s wisdom and 
walking in His ways.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 10-4 (“If 
I Were You”) to help learners determine what advice 
they would like to pass along to their children or 
grandchildren, or to someone else they care about. 
Discuss the handout together and encourage them to 
plan how they will pass along the advice.

Option 3: Ask and discuss the following:

• For what situation or circumstance do you need 
wisdom from God right now? How will you seek 
out that wisdom?

• What wisdom from God’s Word have you al-
ready discovered, but need to more fully put 
into practice this week? How will you do so?

Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

FTE 10-4
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Drawing Near
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FAMILY THEME
Seeking God’s Presence

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners seek to know God’s pres-
ence, walking closely with Him, re-
penting and confessing their sins, 
and presenting themselves as holy 
dwelling places for His Spirit.

STUDY TEXT
1 Kings 8:1-61

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 11-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 11-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 11-3
(handout)

q	 PP-11
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
•  God Is Pleased When We Humbly and Obediently Seek and Worship 

Him.
• God Is Always True to His Word.
•  God Forgives and Helps When His People Repent and Walk With 

Him.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to memorize the names and order of books fifteen 
through seventeen of the Old Testament (Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther) 
this week and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners 
can find this Bible Basics note on the FTE 11-2 student outline you give 
them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 966 BC when Solomon dedicated the Temple 
he had built for the Lord and brought the ark of the covenant into the 
Temple.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 11-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by writing the words Grand Open-
ing on the marker board. Ask your learners if they 
like to attend grand openings of new stores, restau-
rants, or other new ventures. What are some grand 
openings they have attended? What is the general 
atmosphere like at a grand opening? After discus-
sion, say: Grand openings are usually exciting times 
for a community. That was certainly the case for Israel 
when Solomon led them in dedicating their incredible 
new place of worship, the Temple.

Option 2: Prior to this week’s session, arrange 
for a senior member or someone familiar with the 
church’s history to briefly share about when the 
present facilities were built. Ask them to talk about 
what it was like as the people looked forward to a 
new place to worship, learn, and fellowship. Are 
there any interesting facts about the building or its 
construction? After the person shares, say: Its excit-
ing when churches can begin using new facilities for 
worship, teaching, and fellowship. That was certainly 
the case for Israel when Solomon led them in dedicat-
ing their incredible new place of worship, the Temple.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 11-1

Study the WordLG

It had been a long time coming but the long-awaited 
Temple was now complete. At the end of 1 Kings 7, 
all the furnishings and utensils were delivered and 
brought in to the Temple. Now, the king would ad-
dress the people and dedicate the Temple to the ser-
vice of the Lord.

TEACHING TIP:
Study to understand 
the historical context 
in which the passage 
was written. Ask 
who, what, when, 
where, why, and how, 
and seek to find the 
answers.
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 Give everyone in 
your group a copy of 
the FUSION Teaching 
Essential 11-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

God Is Pleased When We 
Humbly and Obediently Seek 
and Worship Him
(1 Kings 8:1-11)

Remembering the desire of his father David’s heart 
(2 Samuel 7), King Solomon had completed the Tem-
ple at Jerusalem as a place for God to manifest His 
presence among His people. After he gathered the 
leaders of Israel in Jerusalem and placed the ark of 
the covenant inside the Temple, he gave a memorable 
speech to commemorate the occasion. In verse 1, the 
author specifically mentioned the elders of Israel and 
the heads of the tribes. The elders were likely those 
men who were responsible for local government 
and justice throughout Israel while the heads of the 
tribes were the oldest living males from each family 
unit or tribe represented. The latter were ultimately 
responsible for learning the Law and passing it along 
to succeeding generations.

While many of the specific duties for Temple 
service were not spelled out, verses 3-4 provide in-
sight regarding some of the roles. For instance, as 
the traditional custodians of the ark of the covenant 
(Deuteronomy 31:9), the priests bore the ark and 
delivered it to the Temple. Interestingly, this piece 
of “furniture” was the only piece that was not new. 
Along with the Levites, the priests carried the fur-
nishings and utensils of the Tabernacle to their new 
home.

Countless sacrifices were offered as the people 
worshiped the Lord (verse 5). The priests then car-
ried the ark to its place inside the Most Holy Place 
in the Temple and placed it under the outstretched 
wings of the golden cherubim Solomon had designed 
for the inner sanctuary (verse 6). According to nu-
merous Old Testament passages, the Lord dwells 
enthroned in between or above these two cherubim 
(Psalm 99:1). In fact, the cherubim (fiery angelic 
creatures) were always associated with the throne of 
God and His rule.

FTE 11-2
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The ark is referred to throughout the Old Testa-
ment as the ark of the Lord’s covenant or the ark of the 
testimony. Inside the ark were the tables of the Law. 
It represented the ruling presence of God and thus 
was to be handled in a very specific manner. Some 
of these specifics are detailed in verses 7 and 8. God 
had originally commanded that poles be used to car-
ry the ark (Exodus 25:13-15) and in this case, they 
were to be left protruding. The expression to this day 
as used in verse 8 suggests that 1 Kings (or at least 
this portion) was written before the destruction of 
the Temple in 586 BC.

When the priests came out of the Holy Place, God 
manifested His awesome presence and glory in the 
form of a cloud that filled the Temple (verses 10-11). 
This not only served as a symbol of God’s approval 
of this new Temple but it also paralleled the inaugu-
ration of the Tabernacle in Exodus 40. If there were 
any doubts about God’s acceptance of Solomon’s 
Temple, this would have certainly removed them.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that as Sovereign Lord of all, God de-
serves our worship, obedience, and service. En-
courage parents and grandparents to discuss this 
truth at home.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Worship God and draw near to Him, both individ-
ually and with other believers.

• How did God respond to the people’s efforts to 
honor and worship Him? (Manifested His pres-
ence and glory in a cloud that filled the Tem-
ple.)

• In what ways might God manifest His presence 
to us as we worship and draw near to Him? 
(Speak to us by His Spirit; convict us; fill us 
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with joy and wonder; comfort us; help us sense 
His presence; etc.)

God Is Always True 
to His Word
(1 Kings 8:12-21)

The Temple had been completed, and now it was time 
for Solomon to remind the people of God’s faithful-
ness to His promises. As he dedicated the completed 
Temple, he recognized this had been the dream of 
his father David. The vision had been birthed in his 
father’s heart and the resources had been acquired 
by his father’s hands (verses 15-18). But, as God had 
promised, the realization of the dream had been 
passed down to Solomon. He commemorated the 
goodness of God to his father David, the nation of 
Israel, and now to him personally. Solomon’s words 
remind us that God’s goodness and faithfulness to 
us serve as our primary motivation to respond with 
a life dedicated to Him.

In verse 12, Solomon assured the gathered lead-
ers that this “cloud” was not a sign of evil but was 
instead to serve as a token of the approval of God. In 
fact, this was not the first time the Lord manifested 
His approval in such a fashion (Exodus 40:34-38). 
The desire of the king and the others was for the Lord 
to abide or dwell in the Temple just as He had previ-
ously dwelt in the Tabernacle (verse 13). That was the 
overarching purpose for Solomon’s construction of 
the Temple. (See Exodus 13:21; 24:16; and Numbers 
9:15 for other examples of God manifesting His pres-
ence through a cloud.)

In verses 14-21, Solomon turned from addressing 
the Lord and spoke to the assembly of Israel gathered 
with him on this momentous occasion. Solomon of-
fered praise to God for being faithful to His prom-
ises (verse 15). He indicated that God Himself had 
accomplished it by His own hand. This was one of 
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many promises of God that Solomon recognized as 
being fulfilled. God is always true to His Word.

Verse 16 reveals that this promise was linked back 
to when God brought His people out of Egypt. The 
Temple was built so that God’s name (attributes or 
presence) would dwell there. Name is used in Solo-
mon’s speech 14 times, a reminder of the fact that the 
Temple was not intended to be a “container” for God 
to dwell in (verse 27) but instead should serve as a 
place for His name to dwell and to be praised.

The historical details of why Solomon built the 
Temple are presented in verses 17-19. Although this 
was a desire of King David, his son Solomon served 
as the catalyst for making it happen. Gathering at 
the completed Temple on this occasion was a result 
of God’s fulfilling His word and using Solomon as a 
means to an end (verses 20-21). Solomon had been 
faithful to carry out the task of building this Temple 
in which the Lord’s name would dwell.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Take God at His Word and thank Him for His 
faithfulness.

• How does God’s faithfulness to His Word give 
us a solid foundation for our faith? (We can de-
pend on everything God has said; His Word 
never changes; Its principles are true for every 
society and for all time; etc.)

• Why is God’s faithfulness a great motivation for 
thanksgiving and service? (Gratitude is a deep-
er and more meaningful motivation than duty; 
God deserves our thanks and service because 
He has always been faithful.)
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God Forgives and Helps When 
His People Repent and Walk 
With Him
(1 Kings 8:22-61)

From Solomon’s speech to the people, he moved to 
the altar to offer a prayer of consecration and dedica-
tion of the Temple. Second Chronicles 6:13, a parallel 
passage, indicates Solomon made a bronze platform 
about three cubits high from which he prayed. He 
opened with words of praise and adoration, thank-
ing God for His goodness throughout history and 
asking God to bring about what He had promised 
(verses 22-26).

Then Solomon humbled himself as a servant and 
acknowledged that all of Heaven could not contain 
God, much less the Temple he had built (verse 27). 
God had chosen to dwell among His people in spite 
of the fact that He transcended all of creation. Sol-
omon asked God to turn His attention to His peo-
ple to answer their prayers and forgive them when 
they called out to Him (verses 25-30). Yet even in 
this prayer, Solomon recognized that God was under 
no obligation to answer his prayer nor did the peo-
ple have enough merit to gain a hearing. It was only 
God’s own promise given by His grace that obliged 
Him to answer the king’s prayer.

The remaining verses in this section give special 
attention to Solomon’s desire that the Temple be a 
place where prayers of repentance would be of-
fered. Emphasis was placed on the Temple as a place 
where forgiveness, direction, mercy, and compassion 
would be offered and extended to all who would seek 
it, regardless of their nationality or sin (verses 31-
51). Especially noteworthy in this part of the prayer 
are verses 33-34 in which Solomon recognized that 
God’s people would fail and even turn their backs 
on Him and be taken into captivity. Solomon prayed 
that when they turned back to God and prayed for 
mercy, God would forgive their sins and restore 
them to the land the Lord had given them.
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The Parent Page 
(PP-11) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
(Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

Solomon ended his prayer (verses 52-53) with a 
general plea for God to hear both the king and the 
people as they cried out to Him. How could Solomon 
be so bold? It was the Lord who had called them out 
from among the nations and had given them the sta-
tus of being His people. God’s grace and mercy in 
the past had provided confidence for His forgiveness 
and mercy in the future. Solomon’s heart was over-
whelmed with God’s faithfulness and he again found 
himself uttering praises to God (verse 56).

Verses 57-60 express two things. First, there is 
a cry that God would always be present with them 
and would continually turn their hearts toward Him 
(verses 57-58). Solomon knew that without this, 
God’s Temple, and ultimately His people, would 
come to an end. Solomon wanted God to do this so 
that all people on earth may know that the Lord is 
God (verses 59-60. This is a wonderful picture of a 
God who would reach out not only to Jews but to 
Gentiles as well. Solomon knew, however, that this 
was impossible if the hearts of God’s people were not 

DIG DEEPER:
A portion of Solomon’s prayer could serve as a 
prophecy. In verses 46-50, Solomon’s words out-
lined what he understood to be a potential chal-
lenge for God’s people—their propensity toward 
backsliding. Left to themselves, humans tend 
toward disobedience. The words of this prayer 
would become a reality. The Jews, because of 
their disobedience, found themselves in cap-
tivity to the Babylonians in 605 BC. Solomon 
described what would happen in this captivity. 
His words also described Israel’s repentance and 
return as outlined in Daniel 9. Prior to the na-
tion’s repentance, however, Daniel was noted as 
praying toward Jerusalem (Daniel 6:10), just as 
prophesied by Solomon, likely in response to Sol-
omon’s prayer.

PP-11

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

fully committed to Him. The glory of God and the 
advancement of His name and reputation was the 
primary purpose of the Temple, and is the purpose 
of our personal dedication to Him (verse 61).

APPLY IT  SG LG

Repent of sin and walk with God so others can see 
His greatness.

• Why is repentance necessary for a close walk 
with God? (Sin hinders our relationship with 
God, but God cleanses us and gives us a fresh 
start when we confess and turn from sin.)

• How does God’s presence and work in our lives 
point others to Him? (They are drawn to Him 
when they see our joy and the difference God 
makes in our lives.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 11-3 
(“Draw Near”) to help your group members consid-
er how they can draw near to God and walk in His 
presence. Discuss their ideas and encourage them to 
put in practice things that will help them draw near 
to God this week.

Option 2: Ask your learners to name areas or cir-
cumstances in which it can be difficult to take God 
at His Word. Discuss why it can sometimes be hard 
to take God at His Word. Encourage them to find 
in Scripture what God says about an area they are 
struggling with and to focus on that Scripture this 
week, understanding He always keeps His Word.

FTE 11-3
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 3: Read 1 Kings 8:56, and then ask and dis-
cuss the following:

• How does it encourage you to be reminded that 
God always keeps His promises?

Encourage your group members to memorize 
1 Kings 8:56 this week and to praise God daily that 
He always keeps His promises.
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When Truth Is 
Not Popular
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FAMILY THEME
Standing for Truth

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will choose to respectful-
ly stand for God’s revealed truth no 
matter the odds or circumstances.

STUDY TEXT
1 Kings 18:19-46

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 12-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 12-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 12-3
(handout)

q	 PP-12
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• Standing for Truth Is Often Not Popular.
• God Honors Our Bold Stance for Truth.
• God Hears Us When We Pray According to His Will.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review James 1:17 and work with family mem-
bers to do so as well. (Learners can find this Bible Basics note on the 
FTE 12-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
This lesson is set around 870 BC after the kingdom divided and Ahab 
became king of the northern kingdom of Israel.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 12-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to name 
some truths God has given us that are not popular in 
our culture. Examples might include: God created all 
things; sexual activity outside of marriage between a 
man and a woman is sin; practicing homosexuality is 
not acceptable to God; trust in Jesus is the only way 
to God; etc. After discussion, say: The farther our so-
ciety drifts from God’s revealed truth, the less popular 
our beliefs become. Today we will see how Elijah stood 
alone for God’s revealed truth.

Option 2: Ask your learners to share a time when 
they found themselves in circumstances in which 
our Christian beliefs were not popular. What were 
the circumstances and what truth was not popular? 
After discussion, say: The farther our society drifts 
from God’s revealed truth, the less popular our beliefs 
become. Today we will see how Elijah stood alone for 
God’s revealed truth.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 12-1

Study the WordLG

As seen in previous chapters, some people, as was the 
case with Jezebel, hated Elijah because he stood for 
what was right and prophesied the drought for Isra-
el. Others admired him for his willingness to stand 
for what he believed in. Yet others were curious re-
garding Elijah and his God. In the closing verses of 
chapter 18, all these feelings would be tested as the 
prophet faced the greatest challenge of his lifetime.

TEACHING TIP:
Listen carefully 
to your learners, 
whether in a group 
fellowship time or 
a discussion time 
during the lesson. 
This is how you will 
come to understand 
them and their life 
situations and be bet-
ter able to help them 
apply God’s Word to 
their lives.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching 
Essential 12-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Standing for Truth Is Often 
Not Popular
(1 Kings 18:19-24)

In verse 19, Elijah challenged Ahab to summon the 
people of Israel and the prophets of Baal and Ash-
erah to a showdown with the prophet of God. The 
actual contest would be 450 prophets of Baal against 
one prophet of God! (It appears that the 400 proph-
ets of Asherah did not attend.) That was the situa-
tion Elijah faced on Mount Carmel. He was in a very 
lonely position. Doubtless there were hundreds, or 
even thousands, who gathered to watch the show-
down (verse 20). The number of prophets that were 
provided for by Queen Jezebel revealed the extent 
of idolatry that existed during Ahab’s reign. What 
a travesty to see how far Israel had drifted since her 
early days of committing herself to the service of the 
Lord.

The fact that Mount Carmel was between Israel 
and Phoenicia and was believed by the Phoenicians 
to be the sacred dwelling place of Baal made it an ac-
ceptable site in Ahab’s mind. This seemed to shift the 
advantage to the false prophets, making both Ahab 
and Jezebel comfortable with this proposed meeting.

In verse 21, Elijah challenged the people to end 
their double mindedness and decide whom they 
would worship. The Israelites seemed to be waiting 
to see which god would prove to be the most power-
ful. Elijah challenged them to make up their minds 
and choose the deity they would follow. If God was 
who He said He was, then follow Him. If Baal was 
really all the false prophets claimed him to be, then 
follow him. The decision was theirs, and they needed 
to stop shifting between the two very different and 
opposing options.

In verse 22, Elijah acknowledged that the odds of 
this contest were not in his favor, humanly speak-
ing—450 prophets of Baal against one prophet of the 
Lord. Apart from a divine miracle, Elijah (and his 
God) would easily be defeated. Beginning in verse 

FTE 12-2
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23, Elijah proposed the details of the contest. Both 
Elijah and the prophets of Baal were to prepare an 
altar and a bull for a sacrifice but neither was to have 
a fire source to light the sacrificial fire. Then, both 
sides were to call upon their god and the one who 
answered by sending fire was to be acknowledged as 
the true God (verse 24).

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Help learners understand that the contest be-
tween Elijah and the prophets of Baal illustrates 
that we are engaged in a spiritual warfare. En-
courage parents and grandparents to discuss this 
truth at home.

Even today, those who follow the Lord may be 
called to stand for Him alone, or in the minority. 
However, what appeared to be a situation of one 
against 450 was actually two against 450, with the 
Lord Almighty on Elijah’s side. As Elijah partnered 
with God to do His will, he was never alone and 
could withstand even the worst odds.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Stand respectfully and confidently for the truth, 
knowing God is always with us.

• In what situations might believers find them-
selves to be in the minority today? (In our be-
liefs about origins, sexuality, gender identity, 
morality, etc.)

• How does knowing God is with us help us stand 
for truth when it is not popular? (It gives bold-
ness; it assures us of the ultimate outcome; 
etc.)
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God Honors Our Bold Stance 
for Truth
(1 Kings 18:25-40)

The terms of engagement having been agreed upon, 
Elijah continued his quest to demonstrate that the 
God of Heaven was real and answered the prayers of 
His people. First, the prophets of Baal followed the 
instructions of Elijah and prepared the altar (verse 
26). Apparently they believed their god would re-
spond to them, possibly because of past demonic ac-
tivity they mistook for an act of their false god.

Then, in verse 26, they spent the entire morning 
hours praying to their god, but to no avail. The Scrip-
tures tell us that these false prophets then limped or 
leaped or danced around the altar. Scholars are di-
vided about the actual meaning of this expression, 
some asserting that it was a ritual dance performed 
by the Baal followers while others assert that it was a 
derogatory pun used to portray the foolish gestures 
of these idolaters.

In verse 27, Elijah responded to their foolish ac-
tions by taunting them. Maybe you should pray loud-
er, Elijah said. Each of the reasons cited for their 
need to do so are humorous. It could be that their 
god was busy and could not focus on their needs 
at that time. It was also possible that he was in the 
bathroom relieving himself, or maybe he was away 
on a journey or was asleep. Elijah’s words caused 
more consternation among the prophets of Baal and 
they worked themselves into an even greater frenzy 
in verse 28. Here they mutilated themselves, a cus-
tom of many pagan worshipers, but also a sign of 
distress on the part of these idolatrous priests. Three 
negative statements are made at the end of verse 29, 
each emphasizing the fact that all their crying and 
bodily destruction was in vain.

In verse 30, Elijah called the people to come near 
and observe what he would do. Because the former 
altar of the Lord had been disassembled or was in 
disrepair, Elijah began by repairing it. With twelve 
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stones, representative of the twelve tribes of Israel, 
he built an altar and then dug a trench around it that 
would hold approximately 12-14 quarts of seed (vers-
es 31-32).

Elijah then began the sacrificial rite as the bull 
was cut into pieces. He then instructed that the sac-
rifice and the wood be soaked in water three separate 
times, which caused the trench around the altar to 
be filled with water (verses 33-35). In verses 36 and 
37, Elijah prayed a simple prayer, one that stood in 
great contrast to the theatrical prayers and cries of 
the prophets of Baal. Elijah asked God to answer the 
prayer of His servant to show that He is the true God 
and turn the hearts of His people back to Him.

In an amazing demonstration of His power, the 
Lord responded and fire came down from Heaven 
and consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, 
and the surrounding dust and water (verse 38). The 
people were amazed and cried out in verse 39 that 
the Lord is God! There was no question as to whose 
god was the true God. He had done what the sup-
posed god of sky and weather had been unable to 
accomplish.

Because of Elijah’s stance for God’s truth and glo-
ry, he experienced a unique display of God’s power 
and blessings. In addition, his already strong faith in 
God was strengthened even more because of God’s 
response. Possibly the greatest outcome of this show-
down was that many people recognized Elijah’s God 
was indeed the true God! This was not an isolated 
event. Scripture and history are filled with stories 
and events that demonstrate how God magnificent-
ly reveals His glory for those who take bold steps of 
courage in the face of opposition and how His name 
and power are advanced and honored.

Elijah had one final item of business to attend to. 
In verse 40, he gave instructions to seize the proph-
ets of Baal. None of them were to escape. Judgment 
was coming. Elijah then took them down to the 
brook Kishon and slaughtered them, just as God had 
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commanded Moses in Deuteronomy 13:1-5, which 
was the civil punishment for idolatry.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Trust God to work when you stand for truth.

• In what ways might God bring glory to His 
name when we stand for truth? (He may work 
in the hearts of some who are present; He may 
give us favor in some way; He may give us joy 
in the midst of opposition; etc.)

• How can we exhibit grace while standing boldly 
for truth? (Be gentle, respectful, and loving as 
we stand firm; etc.)

God Hears Us When We Pray 
According to His Will
(1 Kings 18:41-46)

In verse 41, Elijah spoke to Ahab and declared that 
heavy rain was coming (verse 41). King Ahab cele-
brated the end of the drought while Elijah made his 
way back up the mountain to pray (verse 42; James 
5:17-18). The posture of his prayer indicated that 
there was no pride in Elijah for his accomplishments. 
Even then he was seeking to honor God and bring 
glory to Him.

DIG DEEPER:
There are those today who doubt the veracity of 
this account of Elijah and the prophets of Baal, 
or they consider it to be a myth or legend. While 
there are aspects of the story that parallel myth-
ological accounts, the New Testament verifies 
the account and teaches us lessons about prayer 
through it. In James 5:13-18, the brother of the 
Lord encouraged New Testament believers to 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-12) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

At the heart of prayer is the acknowledgement 
that we are insufficient. We need God to meet our 
needs. This is powerfully seen in Elijah’s prayer on 
the mountain. Prayers come in various lengths, 
words, and situations. Elijah’s prayer is a reminder 
that it is not always the length of our prayer that is 
important, but our faith in God to accomplish His 
will. Elijah had taken a stand for truth and then 
prayed for God to do what He said He would do.

Elijah instructed his servant to arise and look 
out over the Mediterranean Sea, the direction from 
which rain usually came. While the first glance re-
vealed nothing, Elijah instructed him to look again, 
up to seven times (verses 43-44). Elijah kept praying 
and a small cloud appeared that quickly grew until 
the entire sky was dark and ominous. Foreseeing 
what was coming, Elijah sent word to Ahab to pre-
pare himself and get off the mountain before the rain 
arrived. In fulfillment of Elijah’s word, the clouds 
and wind arrived followed by torrential rains (verse 
45). As the king headed toward Jezreel, his winter 
capital, located halfway between Mount Carmel and 
Samaria, Elijah overtook him running the 25 miles 
with divine energy driving him (verse 46). Through 
this encounter, Elijah had not only defeated the 

pray, and in doing so referenced the account of 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. Apart from the Lord 
Jesus, we have no greater example of prayer and 
what it can accomplish. James taught several key 
truths about Elijah and prayer. First of all, he was 
a man who was subject to the same weaknesses 
and passions as any other human. Elijah knew 
his limitations and was aware there were many 
things he could not accomplish on his own, so 
he prayed. Finally, the prophet prayed earnestly 
and persistently. As a result, God heard him and 
answered his prayer. After all, the fervent prayers 
of righteous persons still account for much.

PP-12

http://www.D6home.com
http://www.D6home.com
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

prophets of Baal but had also disquieted and hum-
bled Jezebel, a deed that would not go unnoticed.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that God’s withholding of the rain and 
then granting it again demonstrates that He is 
the Sovereign Lord of all. Encourage parents and 
grandparents to share this key truth with their 
families.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Pray for God to work His will when you stand for 
truth.

• What do we learn from James 5:17-18 about 
Elijah and his prayer? (Elijah was no different 
from us; we can pray like he did and expect 
God to work; etc)

• What are some reasons our prayers are not an-
swered as we expect? (Unconfessed sin; praying 
selfishly; praying for things that are not God’s 
will; doubt; etc.)

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask your learners to name some things 
we should pray for that we know are God’s will. 
Write these on the marker board. After compiling a 
list, encourage your learners to choose one or two of 
these things to pray about in the coming week.
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 12-3 
(“Worth Defending”) to help your learners think 
through some of the key truths we should be ready 
to defend when opportunities arise. Discuss their 
answers and encourage them to use the resources 
listed on the handout to help them prepare to stand 
for truth in our culture.

Option 3: Ask your group members to think of 
one situation or need in which they want to see God 
work out His will. Encourage them to follow Elijah’s 
example and confidently take that need to the Lord 
in prayer each day this week, asking Him to work in 
that situation for His glory.

FTE 12-3
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FAMILY THEME
Wisdom for Every Day

LESSON OBJECTIVE
Learners will seek out and apply 
the wisdom found in God’s Word

STUDY TEXT
Proverbs 1:1-33

TEACHING ESSENTIALS: 
HANDOUTS AND TOOLS

q	 FTE 13-1
(teaching out-
line)

q	 FTE 13-2
(student outline)

q	 FTE 13-3
(poster)

q	 FTE 13-4
(handout)

q	 PP-13
(Parent Page)

KEY TRUTHS
• God Is the Source of Wisdom.
• The Wise Refuse to Participate in Sinful Activities.
• Rejecting God’s Wisdom Results in Ruin.

BIBLE BASICS:
Things We All Should Know
Encourage learners to review the names and order of the first seven-
teen books of the Old Testament (Genesis through Esther) this week 
and to work with family members to do so as well. (Learners can find 
this Bible Basics note on the FTE 13-2 student outline you give them.)

HOW IT FITS:
Where This Lesson Fits in the Story of the Bible
The Proverbs were written and compiled during the reign of Solomon 
which began in 970 BC. These nuggets of God’s wisdom apply to all 
people of both the Old and New Testaments.
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Choose one of the 
Get Started options 
to capture attention 
and get this lesson 
started.

The FUSION Teach-
ing Essential 13-1 
teaching outline can 
be used as a guide for 
teaching this lesson.

Option 1: Begin by asking your learners to share a 
valuable piece of wisdom that someone has shared 
with them. What wisdom was shared and by whom? 
After discussion, say: Wisdom is vital to successful 
living and brings many benefits to our lives. Today we 
will see where to go for wisdom and where not to go.

Option 2: Open the session by asking and discuss-
ing the following:

• What is wisdom?
• What do people in our culture consider to be re-

liable sources of wisdom?
• What are some not-so-reliable sources of wis-

dom?

After discussion, say: Wisdom is vital to successful 
living and brings many benefits to our lives. Today we 
will see where to go for wisdom and where not to go.

Get StartedSG LG

FTE 13-1

Study the WordLG

Proverbs is a treasure chest of wisdom. This week we 
will study chapter 1 of Proverbs to introduce our-
selves to the book and see where to go for wisdom. 
The word for proverb in Hebrew referred to the kind 
of pithy saying imparting wisdom that we are famil-
iar with today. However, it included more. It could 
also refer to oracles or parables. Parables are basical-
ly similes (“this is like that”); some are extended into 
brief stories. We so often associate parables with the 
ministry of Jesus in the New Testament, and it sur-
prises some people to learn that the Old Testament 
also contains parables. Here are a few examples: 

TEACHING TIP:
Help your learners 
identify with the 
characters, challeng-
es, and events in the 
Scriptures you are 
studying. This will 
deepen their learning 
and make it more 
relevant to them.
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Give everyone in your 
group a copy of the 
FUSION Teaching Es-
sential 13-2 student 
outline and some-
thing to write with so 
they can take notes.

Proverbs 6:6-11; Judges 9:7-15; 2 Samuel 12:1-4; Jere-
miah 18:1-10; Ezekiel 15:1-8; Zechariah 2:1-13.

God Is the Source of Wisdom
(Proverbs 1:1-7)

Solomon received great wisdom from God (1 Kings 
4:29). He authored and gathered a huge collection 
of proverbs, which we know as the book of Proverbs 
(verse 1). Along with proverbs we also find parables 
and other sayings. Solomon’s interest was practical: 
he intended them to help readers gain wisdom and 
instruction for the purpose of shaping a life of disci-
pline and prudence, doing what is right (verses 2-3). 
He felt that the proverbs would be helpful to the wise 
as well as the unwise (verses 4-6).

FTE 13-2

Display the FUSION 
Teaching Essential 
13-3 (“Wisdom for 
Living”) poster to 
reinforce the truths 
of this lesson.

FTE 13-3

DIG DEEPER:
Data is just raw information: 2+2=4; water freez-
es at 32° F; Pearl Harbor was attacked on De-
cember 7, 1941. Information is data that we have 
arranged in a meaningful way. With the exam-
ples above, we might expand into math for ev-
eryday use or business. We could explore other 
natural phenomena, such as what else happens 
when water freezes in the natural world. Or we 
could branch out into the whole of World War II. 
Knowledge refers to having a grasp on the infor-
mation available to us. We learn about history, 
math, and so on, and retain (we hope!) import-
ant knowledge from those disciplines. Wisdom 
builds on top of knowledge. Leaders may know 
much about war in history, yet act foolishly in 
ways that bring about even more wars. A man 
may be able to converse, charmingly, about many 
things. Without wisdom, however, he may be-
come a showoff, or even a treacherous manipu-
lator. Wisdom is not an academic subject we can 
learn. Wisdom involves skill in living. As with 
all skills, it takes practice. We can learn about 
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In verse 7, Solomon pointed out the key to wis-
dom: the fear of the Lord. Fear in this case is not 
just being afraid of something. It involves a healthy 
respect. Some people are simply afraid of electrici-
ty, but a skilled electrician has a healthy respect for 
what electricity can do—both good and bad. It is that 
knowledge and respect that equips him to practice 
his trade. Those who would build a good life must 
begin with a healthy respect for God.

That kind of respect involves, at its very begin-
ning, understanding that we deal with a real Su-
preme Being: God. Reality is not ours to define, deny, 
or push aside. Reality comes from God Himself, and 
we cannot attain any level of wisdom if we do not 
acknowledge that fact. We live in a real world, cre-
ated by a real God, and our choices and values make 
a real difference in that world. Only fools (who show 
up throughout Proverbs) would have it otherwise. 
The Bible associates various categories of people 
with being unwise, such as the simple, the mocker, 
and the fool. We find many examples of these as we 
read through the book of Proverbs.

baseball from books, but we will never learn 
baseball without playing or attending actual 
baseball games. We can learn about cooking 
from books, but it takes time and experience to 
actually learn to cook. Biblical wisdom is not a 
quick microwave recipe. We can grow in it for 
an entire lifetime without coming close to full 
wisdom.

Zoom In: Help Learners Develop a Biblical Worldview

Point out that in the Bible God communicates 
how to live both rightly and wisely. The Bible 
is God’s Word. Encourage parents and grand-
parents to teach this foundational truth to their 
children and grandchildren.
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Cultivate reverence for God and pursue wisdom in 
His Word.

• What does it mean to have a healthy fear of 
God? (Having a deep respect for Him while de-
siring to be in close relationship with Him.)

• What might it look like for a believer to pursue 
wisdom? (Read and study God’s Word individ-
ually; learn God’s Word from preachers and 
teachers; interact with wise believers; etc.)

DIG DEEPER:
It is important to understand the biblical mean-
ing of the fear of the Lord. Adam and Eve feared 
God in the garden after they sinned, so they hid 
from Him. They were afraid of some kind of 
punishment. The fear of the Lord, however, ex-
tends much further than being afraid of God’s 
anger or punishment. It involves a healthy re-
spect that leads to making choices in life that 
reflect His existence, character, and commands. 
Yes, we fail before God in countless ways. Yet, 
our healthy respect for Him should not lead us to 
cower in fear waiting for the axe to fall. Rather, it 
should induce us to respond gratefully, joyfully, 
and obediently to the message of His grace and 
forgiveness. Then it should guide us into living 
wisely, that is, according to His precepts. We 
should educate our children about how people 
build houses and buildings according to certain 
patterns and guidelines. Then, we can use that 
as a bridge to discussing how we are all build-
ing our lives, and should acknowledge the God- 
given patterns and guidelines we need to follow 
for a good life.

APPLY IT  SG LG
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The Wise Refuse to Participate 
in Sinful Activities
(Proverbs 1:8-19)

Solomon then addressed his son. Did he have a spe-
cific son in mind, or did he intend his advice for all 
those who came after him? It was common in wis-
dom literature from that time period (both the Prov-
erbs, and nonbiblical writings) to structure advice in 
this manner. We can easily imagine ourselves as the 
recipients of this wise, godly, parental advice (verse 
8). Living according to this teaching will make our 
lives more appealing, and even make them stand out. 
That is what garland and chains (decorative accesso-
ries and jewelry) do (verse 9).

The first piece of advice concerns relationships 
with those who would lead us astray (verses 10-19). 
These people make plans for evil. They have no con-
cern for what happens to their victims, but focus 
only on the plunder they hope to seize. They promise 
to share everything.

Some people, as in this case, talk openly and bla-
tantly about their wickedness. However, it is more 
frequent that they dress it up in more acceptable lan-
guage. The wise will know how to look below the sur-
face to perceive the reality of wickedness at its core.

Solomon recognized that sin and bloodshed ac-
companied such people. He further recognized, as 
indeed a wise person will, that their affairs do not 
end well. Can such wicked people achieve the gain 
they seek? Certainly—but only temporarily! Verse 
19 tells us it is ill-gotten gain. The wicked want to 
entice fools to come along with them, using the gain 
as bait. The wise person looks beyond the gain to 
the destruction it brings in its wake. Wicked people 
of this sort are not merely bad associates—they are 
dangerous! The wise will avoid danger, and the peo-
ple who spread it. If a clean sock is sealed up in a 
plastic bag with some dirty, smelly clothing, the dirt 
and odor will rub off on the clean sock. So it is if 
we are too close with those who oppose God. Their 
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rebellion will rub off onto us. This is a great lesson to 
share with the generations to come.

APPLY IT  SG LG

Refuse the temptation of sinful activities.

• Should we avoid all interaction with the unbe-
lievers around us? Explain your answer. (We 
are to love the sinners around us and let our 
light shine before them, but not join in their 
sin. See Matthew 5:14-16; 1 Peter 2:12; and 1 
Corinthians 5:9-10).

• How can we serve as good examples if unbeliev-
ers ask us to participate in sinful activities? (Re-
spectfully decline or remove ourselves from 
the situation; simply say we are not comfort-
able with the situation or activity.)

Rejecting God’s Wisdom Re-
sults in Ruin
(Proverbs 1:20-33)

To personify Wisdom is very common in wisdom 
literature, both biblical and secular. Notice where 
she (Wisdom) calls out to those who need her: in the 
street, in the public squares, and in the gateways of the 
city (verses 20-21). These are the places where pub-
lic life occurs. They were places of public commerce, 
legal justice, and employment. In other words, wis-
dom is not a religious concept intended only for the 
sheltered confines of church worship or private de-
votions. Wisdom speaks out to us where we live and 
work and expects to change how we live and work.

The questions of verse 22 indicate that wisdom 
had been available, within reach, and for some time. 
Wisdom addressed three kinds of people: the simple, 
the mockers, and the fools. These terms are distinct, 
and they appear often in Proverbs. The simple are 
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The Parent Page 
(PP-13) is a resource 
to help parents and 
grandparents discuss 
the truths of this 
lesson with their 
children or grandchil-
dren at home. Give 
copies of this page to 
parents and grand-
parents and encour-
age them to use it 
at home this week. 
Parent Page is also 
available for FREE 
download at www.
D6home.com. (No 
password required.)

ignorant, and contrary to the popular saying, igno-
rance is not bliss! Mockers, on the other hand may be 
quite clever. They are defiant, often cynical, proudly 
denigrating the ways of wisdom and puffing up their 
own image. Fools are morally insensitive, to say the 
least. They act as though their actions have no real 
consequences.

Wisdom is not some hidden knowledge, available 
only to experts. Indeed, God would have been eager 
to pour out His heart and thoughts to them—if only 
they had been receptive (verse 23). They refused to 
receive God’s wisdom, and will suffer the results of 
their own stupidity, mockery, and foolishness (verse 
24). They laughed at and mocked God’s advice; there-
fore Wisdom will mock their calamity. They did not 
accept God’s rebuke; Wisdom will not answer them 
in their distress (verses 25-30).

Is Wisdom unfair in this stance? Not at all! These 
people worked very hard for this distress, and no 
one should deprive them of what they have worked 
so hard for (verses 31-32). Fools build their own de-
struction, without fail. Yet, God’s wisdom enables us 
to live in safety, at ease, and with no fear of harm 
(verse 33).

DIG DEEPER:
When Osama bin Laden was killed, many re-
joiced. Others, however, objected, saying that 
people in general (and Christians in particular) 
should never rejoice in the calamity of another. 
Indeed, Christ instructs us to love our enemies 
(Matthew 5:44), and God certainly loved us be-
fore we were friends of His (Romans 5:8). God 
takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked 
(Ezekiel 33:11; 2 Peter 3:9). God loves all people 
and desires that all be saved and enjoy His bless-
ings, but He also eventually brings His wrath and 
judgment on those who refuse to turn to Him.

PP-13
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Use one or more of 
the Live It options to 
help your group mem-
bers put into action 
the principles they 
learned in this lesson.

Accept God’s wisdom and live by it.

• What are some consequences of foolish living?
• What benefits come with accepting God’s wis-

dom and putting it into action? (More joy; less 
problems; a more stable society; God’s bless-
ings; etc.)

He understands there is an ironic justice at 
work when calamity falls on those who have res-
olutely refused to listen to God. Remember, in 
Proverbs, we are dealing with practical reality, 
not the world of Mr. Rogers or Sesame Street, 
in which everyone will get along by the end of 
the show. We must remember the nature of the 
relationship between the unbeliever and God: 
mocking receives mocking; refusal receives re-
fusal; rejection receives rejection. We need to 
strengthen the next generation’s understanding 
of God and judgment. He does not wait, lurking 
in the shadows, ready to pounce on us when we 
slip or fall. He waits for us to repent. He longs 
to be able to respond to faith and repentance, to 
restore us to fellowship with Him. Nevertheless, 
the time to repent will someday end. We dare not 
take it for granted!

APPLY IT  SG LG

Live It SG LG

Option 1: Ask your learners to evaluate how dili-
gently they have been seeking out and living by God’s 
wisdom instead of living by the world’s wisdom. 
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Encourage your 
group members to 
complete the daily 
devotions in Fusion 
Family or Fusion Next 
devotional study 
guide this week 
and to discuss the 
devotions with family 
members at home.

Discuss the benefits of living according to God’s wis-
dom and encourage them to put God’s wisdom into 
action this week.

Option 2: Use FUSION Teaching Essential 13-4 
(“Handle it God’s Way”) to help your group mem-
bers think through how they can find and apply 
God’s wisdom to a situation they presently face. 
Discuss the handout together and encourage them 
to put God’s wisdom for that situation into practice 
this week.

Option 3: Ask your group members to reflect on 
times they found themselves being pressured to par-
ticipate in a sinful activity. Then ask:

• What is your strategy for tactfully declining to 
take part in sinful activities?

• How can we use God’s wisdom in those situa-
tions?

FTE 13-4
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