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"Christ is risen!. He is risen indeed!" I missed being able to hear the church
say those words as we worshiped together on Easter Sunday. I know of no
Student & Family
6 other time in American history where the church has been unable to gather
together for such a significant time. Yet, thanks to technology, we are able to
Ministries
Youth Update
7 worship together while unable to gather together. It's not the same, but I
appreciate the encouraging words from many of you who are joining us for
Sermon Series
8 worship at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., so please keep spreading the word to friends
Worship Schedule
and family. Most churches are unable to worship together as we are doing, so
let's count every blessing. On behalf of the staff, we all miss you and miss
8:30 a.m.
gathering together.
Traditional Worship
Service (Sanctuary)
9:00 a.m.
Contemporary
Worship Service
(Gym)
11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
Service (Sanctuary)
11:00 a.m.
Bilingual English/
Spanish Service
(Fellowship Hall)
Church Office
506 E. 28th St.
Bryan, TX 77803

979-779-1324
979-775-2173 (Fax)
Monday-Thursday
8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday
8:30 am to 3:00 pm
www.fumcbryan.org
Follow us on
Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram
for all the latest from
FUMC Bryan
(@fumcbryan)

I am sad to convey that our governor and bishop believe it is best to remain off
campus. Currently, although I know we long to be together, on campus events
have been discontinued through May with only a few exceptions. However, I
am hopeful to worship on campus on the Day of Pentecost (May 31st). We will
keep you informed as we go forward because our schedule may change. We
aim to carry on ministries through online media and small group gatherings.
Our congregation, like most, is composed of many members who are high
risk. When we do resume ministry activities we encourage members to make
wise decisions weighing their personal risks based on the most current factual
information. If I thought there was an unreasonable risk (there is never zero
risk) to meet together, then I would not make a decision to harm anyone;
however, the latest factual information (especially in Brazos County) indicates
we have no reason to fear living our lives or carrying out the ministries of the
church as the virus wanes.
We are so very grateful that you continue your generous giving. I know you
share my concerns for those who have lost their jobs and those not permitted
to work as well as all others effected by what we have been going through. All
of these need our prayers as well as our president, our governor, our bishop
and all leaders who are trusted to make wise decisions.
An old song I sang in the small Methodist church of my youth came to mind the
other day. I share these inspirational lyrics to I Know Who Holds Tomorrow to
encourage you as you walk with the Lord (and don't worry about physical
distancing from Jesus...He wants you to walk I Know Who Holds Tomorrow
close).
And I know who holds my hand.

I don't worry o'er the future
For I know what Jesus said
And today I'll walk beside Him
For He knows what lies ahead
Many things about tomorrow
I don't seem to understand
But I know who holds tomorrow

Please visit our website
(fumcbryan.org) to view the latest
announcements and calendar.

Friday, 5/1
Saturday, 5/2
Monday, 5/11
Friday, 5/15
Monday, 5/18

Friday, 5/22
Monday, 5/25

8:00 AM
8:00 AM
6:00 PM
8:00 AM
7:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

Meals of Love
UMM Meeting & Workday
Staff Parish Relations Committee
Meals of Love
Board of Trustees
Endowment Committee
Service-Mission Team
Confirmation Rehearsal & Dinner
Campus Closed - Memorial Day

CLERGY
Senior Pastor
Rev. Rick Sitton
ext. 105
rick@fumcbryan.org
Lead Pastor of
Contemporary Worship
Rev. Jennifer Webber
ext. 106
jen@fumcbryan.org
Associate Pastor, Hispanic Ministry
Rev. Dr. Augusto Sarria
ext. 104
augusto@fumcbryan.org

STAFF
Erma Ingram, Daphne Eller,
Hal Fellows, Ola Mae Davis,
Ray Anthony, Mary House,
Mary McDonald,
Mac McDonald, Jack Gressett, Kitty Harrington,
Sue Futrell, Ben Balke, Bob Prock.

Director of
Jeff Hobbs
ext. 111
jeff@fumcbryan.org

Prayers of Healing: Pam Vollentine

Director of Adult Ministries
& Member Involvement
Natalie Patterson
ext. 102
natalie.patterson@fumcbryan.org

Prayers of comfort and peace for the family of:
Ray Eppers, whose mother, Mary Ann Eppers, passed
away

Director of Music & Worship
Ministries
Chris Caffee
ext. 107
chris@fumcbryan.org

Continued prayers for the ladies and gentlemen of
BVCASA and their families.

Interim Youth Director
Regan O’Brien
ext.110
regan@fumcbryan.org

Federal Prison Camp Bryan (FPC BRY) is so thankful for
continued partnership with FUMC Bryan. Please keep
the ladies in prayer as they are confined to the units until
at least May 18, 2020.
Give altar flowers In Honor or In Memory of someone special in
your life or to celebrate a special occasion. You may sign-up on
the church website.
The cost of flowers is $80 for two arrangements.
information, please call the church office.

For more

Dates Still Available:
June 28
September 27
October 18, 25
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November 22, 29
December 27

www.fumcbryan.org

Sara Hadley
Karl Brinkmann
karlb1@prodigy.net
Organist
Angela Corbett
Director of
Business & Facilities
Eileen Winkle
ext. 109
eileen@fumcbryan.org
Administrative Assistant
LeeAnn Broeker
ext. 101
leeann@fumcbryan.org
Custodians
Hosea Morriel
Rocio Hittt
Josh Sweed
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Church News & Upcoming Events
Membership Audit
FUMC Bryan has switched from an old database to a new database over the last year or so. In the
process, it's possible some information is inaccurate. Moreover, to our knowledge, a membership
audit hasn't been done in over 20 years. Each year the denomination asks if we have conducted an
audit. Therefore, we are conducting a membership audit to make the best us of our time during this
pandemic. Expect a letter in the mail during May. Please respond the letter promptly in order to
help us ensure the accuracy of our records as we create a new official membership roll.

SUNDAY, MAY 17th @ the 11:00 AM SERVICE

Folding Chairs for Sale
2 chairs for $5 OR
1 chair for $3
*Also available in red
Please e-mail
leeann@fumcbryan.org or
call the church office at
979-779-1324
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Stay in Love
One of my favorite past times is to devour books, podcasts, and videos on leadership. I fell in love with
leadership my first year of ministry in 2009. There is something incredibly fascinating about the process,
systems, and influencers that move people from one point to another. When leadership is placed in the
context of ministry, there can be an overwhelming momentum fueled by the Holy Spirit to bring God’s life into
an individual and church body. Good leadership can strengthen and move the kingdom of God forward.
While channeling my inner nerd this past week I came across a lecture by Jim Kouzes on his and Barry Posner’s book, “The Truth About Leadership.” While cleaning my house and listening to Jim he shared this quote
by U.S. Army Major General John. H. Stanford. When Stanford was asked what is the success to
develop
leaders for the future he said, “The secret to success [in life] is to stay in love. Staying in love gives you the
fire to ignite other people, to see inside other people, to have greater desire to get things done than other
people. A person who is not in love doesn’t really feel the kind of excitement that helps them to get ahead and
to lead others and to achieve. I don’t know any other fire, and other thing in life that is more
exhilarating
and is more positive a feeling than love is.”
While this quote is a little unexpected from a military general, the premise is solid.
When we think about Jesus, his ministry, and what made him so successful we can all agree that it was
founded on love. Christ’s love for the world has been celebrated for thousands of years and continues to
guide people to a place of deep contentment, servanthood, worship, and life. Love is the fuel that Jesus used
to move the kingdom forward.
I wanted to share this with you because I know that as followers of Christ, we are called to be leaders. We are
called to be leaders in our homes, at our churches, and in our places of business. We are, whether we have
asked for it or not, influencers over men, women, and children all around us. Just as General Stanford said
and Jesus demonstrated successfully is that we must remain in love with the roles we have been called.
When we stay in love with our mission as parents, teachers, preachers, supervisors, business owners, and
friends then we will ignite the hearts and the passions of the people around us. We will be successful
because the attributes of love are patience, kindness, humility, and perseverance. Love helps us choose to
put the people in our lives above the bottom line and help guide them to the good places where we want them
to go.
Within the church, our pastors and leaders must stay in love with Jesus and his words. As Christians, we all
must do the same.

Are you still in love with Jesus? Are you on fire in your faith to help guide and influence those around you to
love and serve Christ too?
I hope and pray that you will lead with Jesus in that all-encompassing love that he has for you. When you
choose to lead with the love of Jesus then the world better watch out. They won't know what hit them. It will
be like another Pentecost when the disciples all gathered to passionately love God through prayer,
communion, worship, and service. The church grew by the thousands! The kingdom had certainly come! God
was moving through those leaders who fell in love with and stayed in love with Jesus. Lives were completely
transformed by the message God had given them to share with those they had influence over.
Let us be challenged by Army Major General Stanford and encouraged by
the disciples who did just as Stanford suggested, "stayed in love." Stay in
love with Jesus, stay in love with the people whom Jesus loved, and stay
the course as you lead your marriages, children, churches, and communities
to find true life, peace, and hope as so many people desperately long to
find. Amen.
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Seeing God through Social Distancing
Recently I asked our church family to reflect on these questions: “Where have you seen God at work during
this time of social distancing?
Community
Social media bringing prayer, praises, scripture and music to the
world.
People are being kinder by helping others (even strangers)
Insight on how much my friends mean to me
Families:
Families spending much more needed time together
Worship and Discipleship:
Church family is still “together” worshiping our Lord God every
Sunday morning.
LIFE groups, Bible studies and Sunday school classes staying
connected
Personal:
Trusting God more, my faith has gotten stronger
Feeling God’s presence and am at peace in my relationship with God.
My prayers have become a time with communing with God
Are you missing the presence of God?
I should be reading His word, but I tend to get distracted
Isolation is difficult. I need a communal worshipping relationship
Through negativity that affects relationships.
What can you do to change that?
Trust in God's plan & learn to open my heart & mind to listen to him.
Be thankful for the things we have and quit chasing insignificant
THINGS
Pray for our loved ones and the unlovable
Try not to be critical of everything and those who are different than us.
Remind myself that I am not alone.
Through prayer and being in the Word more and being more intentional
with my actions.
Two themes stand out:

1.
2.

We have more time to spend with family and God.
The need for prayer, God’s Word and worship.

Prior to this time of social distancing we were just “TOO BUSY”. We could
not hear His voice saying, “Be still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10.
We need to be less hurried and busy, multi-task less to have more time for
creativity and reflection on His Word and prayer. “Crisis” by Chaplain Gary
Roe states, “Crisis can be a stealth blessing when it comes to our souls. It
wakes us up to what’s most important in life. Look for spiritual growth
during this time.”

May Scripture
Readings Leading Up
to Pentecost
May 3, 2020
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2:19–25; John 10:1–10
May 10, 2020
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1–5,
5–16; 1 Peter 2:2–10;
John 14:1–14
May 17, 2020
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8–20;
1 Peter 3:13–22; John 14:15–21
May 21, 2020
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47;
Ephesians 1:15-23;
Luke 24:44-53
May 24, 2020
Acts 1:6-14; Psalms 68:1-10,
32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;
John 17:1-11
May 31, 2020— Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34,
35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13;
John 7:37–39

By drawing near in a holy relationship with the Lord, we assess the quality of our lives and become
transformed. James 4:10 “When we draw near to God, He will draw near to us”
What is our future? Should we go back to our “normal” ways of busyness? Too busy for God & family?
Or be transformed and awakened to the Glory of the Lord and be filled with His life changing Spirit? What do
YOU need to do to facilitate the needed change in your life?
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Student & Family Ministries

Could your child use a
visit from Mr. Jeff?
If so, I am willing to drive to your
house and chat for a couple of
minutes from a socially safe
distance. I wouldn’t sit on my
hood; I’d just stay in my truck.
Let me know if you’re interested.
Jeff@fumcbryan.org

Summer Camp at Lakeview Cancelled
Leaders at Lakeview have made the decision
to cancel camp this summer due to COVID-19
concerns. The church staff will be meeting soon
to make plans for the summer and will get word
out to families soon.
Vol. LXI, No. 4

.
.
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Youth and parents! Sundays and
Wednesdays for the rest of May
will be scheduled on Zoom at our
usual times. Keep checking your
email for any other updates
throughout the month.
Thanks,
Regan O’Brien
regan@fumcbryan.org
979-779-1324, ext. 110

Open
Door

Taylor Speier

Matt Valerius

Seth Reynolds

Zack Volk

Katy Valerius

Riley Voskamp

Shut, Closed, Not Open Until Further Notice

What a way to start a month off. Here we are with April half over, not
knowing when we will begin to have the freedom of gathering together. The
whole world is on the same playing field regardless of race, culture, rich,
poor — all locked down. I call it a “divine shut down and intervention.”
Driven back to the basics is a very uncomfortable position for modern
humans. How do we get through this? Faith, family, prayer and the Lord’s
promises. Faith matters. I believe in the resurrection, the blood of Jesus
and that he sets on the right-hand side of his Father interceding for all of
love. witness. serve.
us. The tomb is empty, the stone has been rolled away and it is the Door of
Life.
This pandemic is not of God; His grace and mercy hold back total destruction. However, it
allows all the world to see what is important and makes us check our priorities in life.
I close with a promise from His word:
Do not be anxious about anything, but
in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
request to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians
4:6-7
In my thoughts and prayers,
Lanny L. Parker
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